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CHRIST

CHRIST, The Nature and Source of
Spiritual Life

"l am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but
Christ lives in me." -Gal. 2:20.

In a treatise designed to illustrate the moral phenomena of
Spiritual Life- the lights and shadows which pencil its
chequered history, it is essential that, in the outset, we
scripturally and distinctly define its nature and indicate its
source. On this vital subject it must not be concealed that
opinions are extant which, when measured by the standard
of God's Word, by which alone all theological teachings must
be tested- will be found diametrically antagonistic to its
teaching, and fatally perilous to those who receive them. In
the creed to which we have referred, the idea is advanced-
imported, doubtless, from the German school of thought,
and endorsed with the name of one of its most learned
divines- that Christianity is life derived from the sinless
nature of Christ, as the ‘ideal of humanity' and
communicated solely by the authority and agency of the
Church.

A more unscriptural and subtle theory- one more destructive
of the true idea of spiritual life, and fatal to the eternal
interests of those who adopt it, could not possibly be
conceived. A spiritual and thoughtful mind will at one glance
detect its fallacy and danger. The fact appears on the
surface that it involves, as it is intended that it should
involve, a total denial of the Deity and Atonement of Christ;
while it equally includes a daring negation of the Office and
Power of the Holy Spirit as the Divine Communicator of
spiritual life, by whom alone the soul, "dead in trespasses
and in sins,” becomes truly and emphatically a "living soul."

It is a solemn enquiry how far the conception and reception
of this heretical theory comprehends a real belief in the Bible
as true, and in the religion of Christ as divine. If this be the
accepted idea of spiritual life, and nothing more, it is difficult
charitably to believe that those who hold it are really and
experimentally, partakers of this divine blessing- are, in
reality, "quickened with Christ."
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Intellectually and theoretically they may accept the Bible to
a certain degree as true; guarding their unbelief by the
admission that, if not wholly inspired, there is at least
inspiration in it; and that thus, par excellence, it is the most
wonderful volume existent, as a book of history and
philosophy, of poetry and ethics! As a Book of history and
philosophy, of poetry and ethics, it is the most wonderful
volume existent; but is it nothing more? Alas! what
multitudes there are the fruitful offspring of this age of
broad theory and speculative thought who thus accept the
Bible as a text-book only without the slightest knowledge or
profound conviction of its being wholly and only the Word of
God: whose great revealed truth is, "Christ our life."

Enamored by the casket, they see not the Divine jewel it
contains; admiring the frame, they are oblivious of the
marvellous Picture it encases; fascinated, as we have
remarked, with the Bible as a book profoundly philosophical,
sublimely poetical, and divinely ethical; they are spiritually
and wilfully blind to HIM to whom the Scriptures testify as
the "light and the life of men;" who has emphatically
declared- "I am the Way, the Truth, and the LIFE."

It is with SPIRITUAL LIFE, then, that we are now concerned.
It will be acknowledged that life in its every form is a
marvellous and a beauteous thing. There is, in reality, no
place where life is not; there never was a time when life was
not; and there never will be a period when life will cease to
be. But, passing by all other forms of existence, our
thoughts are now concentrated upon the divinest, most
sublime, and holiest of all life- the life of God in the soul of
man.

It is to this life the Apostle refers in the remarkable words
which we now attempt to expound: "l am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me:
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
An important truth meets us in the outset- the believer's
crucifixion with Christ. "I am crucified with Christ." The
crucifixion of Christ had a twofold object- His personal
crucifixion for sin, and our spiritual crucifixion to sin. Itis in
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this latter sense we are to interpret the language of the
Apostle.

Doubtless, the death of Christ, as a substitutionary offering
for their sins, constituted the death of the power and
dominion of sin in the regenerate. There could not possibly
have been the breaking the scepter, and the overthrow of
the despotism of sin in the soul, had not Christ "condemned
sin in the flesh” when, impaled upon the cross, He
exclaimed, "It is finished!" Crucified for them, all believers
clearly recognize the truth that, through the sacrifice of
Christ, they are delivered from the penal consequences of
sin, and are, consequently, fully and forever saved. Resting
simply by faith in Christ, they reach the happy experience of
peace with God through Him who "made peace by the blood
of His cross,"” and thus can joyfully exclaim, "In whom we
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace."

Oh what a vital and blessed truth is this! It is the brightest
light in the picture of the Christian's spiritual life. Indeed,
there had been no light but for this, the source from where
all other gleams of brightness flow. Every spring of blessing,
every rill of joy, every ray of hope which composes the
Christian life, has its primal cause in the cross of Christ. The
Fountain that was there- opened the satisfaction that was
there offered- the victory that was there achieved; laid the
basis of that stupendous superstructure of salvation which
but awaits the crowning of the edifice- to wit, "the
redemption of the body," and its reunion with the redeemed
soul, at the "glorious appearing of the great God our
Savior."

But, not the least result of Christ's crucifixion for sin is the
believer's crucifixion to sin- in other words, the gradual,
and, when death releases him, the entire overthrow of sin’'s
power and dominion in the regenerate soul. Christ crucified
for us, is not the same thing as our being crucified with
Christ. The one aspect of the cross puts away what we have
done (our sins) - the other puts away what we are. The one
Is the crucifixion of sin- the other, the crucifixion of self; the
one is the death of what | was- the other, the death of what
I am.
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By the substitutionary death of Christ, in virtue of our
mystical union with Him, we died to the law, as a means of
justification- "Through the law, I am dead to the law, that |
might live unto God;" and we also died to sin as an accusing
and condemning element- "God sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, condemned sin in the flesh.”

Oh how faintly we apprehend this vital and glorious truth of
SUBSTITUTION! It is the very soul and marrow of the
gospel. All that Christ did was in the name, and on the
account of, His Church; and in virtue of its oneness with
Him, its Head, believers are mystically crucified with Christ,
and are buried with Christ, and are risen with Christ, and are
ascended with Christ, and are seated with Christ at the right
hand of the Father in the heavenlies. We have nothing, then,
to do with the putting away of sins which eighteen hundred
years ago were arraigned and tried, sentenced and
condemned, by our Substitute and Surety on the cross.
What we have now to do with sin is its daily mortification
and crucifixion in the body, that we should live no longer
unto sin, or to ourselves, but as believers in Christ, to God,
even "as those that are alive from the dead.”

This introduces the second clause of the passage- the
spiritual life of the believer, "Nevertheless | live." The
Christian's is a paradoxical life; and no feature so strikingly
and truly proves the dual, or the twofold, nature of the
regenerate, as this. He is composed of opposites as wide
apart as the poles asunder. No marvel that he is a wonder to
others, and a yet greater wonder to himself! "I am," says
David, "a wonder unto many." When he is weak, then is he
strong; and when he dies, dies by the lingering death of a
moral crucifixion- then, and only then, can he exclaim, "l
livel™

It is an impressive declaration- not less true than solemn-
which we pronounce in the exquisitely beautiful burial
service, "In the midst of life we are in death.”" But
Christianity reverses this sad sentiment, and in exultant
language affirms of the believer in Jesus- "In the midst of
death we are in life."” In words more inspired and apostolic-
"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live." Such may
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be the declaration of every believer in Christ "I live."

He is the subject of new and spiritual life- not born with him
naturally, nor communicated to him humanly, but is the
result of a new birth, and is imparted by the Holy Spirit.
"Born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God. "

The condition, of which this new life is the reverse, is one of
the most difficult truths to bring home to the moral
conscience of the unregenerate mind. And why? Simply
because he is spiritually dead. No reasoning, no persuasion,
no appeal will convince a corpse that it is a corpse. Neither
can you convince an unregenerate soul, spiritually lifeless,
"dead in trespasses and sins" that, before it becomes an heir
of glory, it must become a subject of grace. We have to deal
with death in the mind, death in the affections, death in the
will, in a word, with death in the whole being. The moral
sentence under which the whole human race rests is the
original one pronounced upon our first parent- "In the day
that you eat thereof you shall surely die.” In the Hebrew, "in
dying, you shall die the death.”

Addressing the converted Ephesians, the Apostle, describing
their present renewed state, forcibly reminds them of their
former condition "You has He quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins." This is no figure of speech, no
hyperbole, but the announcement of an indisputable and
most awful fact. Oh, it is a solemn reflection how far you
may go in a Christian profession, in pious duties, and in
religious forms; how orthodox may be your creed, and
punctilious your ritual, and yet all the while remain in the
rigor of spiritual death. To you may be addressed the
solemn reproach of the Church in Sardis- "l know your
works, that you have a name that you live, and are dead."

But every true believer is a quickened soul, and with the
Apostle, in the words under consideration, can exclaim, "I
live!" He is in possession of another, a new and spiritual life;
and to some of the features of this spiritual life let us now
proceed to address ourselves. The first one we mention is,
the moral death which it involves. It is a life unto death,
and yet a life unto life! -the germ and first-fruits of the life
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that is eternal. It would seem to be a life engrafted upon
death. Thus the Apostle expresses it: "You are dead and
your life is hid with Christ in God." "l through the law am
dead to the law, that | might live unto God." "I am crucified
with Christ; nevertheless I live." In what sense are we to
understand this apparently contradictory language of the
Apostle?

Clearly the moral death to which he refers, as a
consequence of spiritual life, is the believer's death to the
law as a covenant of works, as an instrument of life, and as
a condemning power; his death also to sin as no longer
ruling and reigning, though still dwelling and conflicting, in
the living soul. This spiritual life, too, involves death to the
slavery of the flesh, to the power of the world, and to the
supremacy of Satan. In all this, beloved, you are dead, if the
life of God pulsates in your quickened soul. The spiritual
death that once held you as its victim has no more dominion
over you. You are "through the law dead to the law, that you
might live unto God." And a new and divine nature having
been imparted, "sin shall no more have dominion over you;"
for "you are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God."

Another feature of this life is, its divine nature and
supernatural origin. It is above Nature (supernatural).
'Human nature' may counterfeit, but cannot imitate it. That
there may be counterfeits of spiritual life, God's word makes
it evident. Simon Magus believed, and yet was "in the gall of
bitterness, and the bond of iniquity." Judas repented, yet
"went out and hanged himself." Herod sent for John and
heard the word from his lips gladly, but was eaten by
worms. Oh, yes! Nature can go far in its forgeries of God's
superscription, its counterfeits of the Spirit's work, and yet
be Nature still.

'Human nature' prompts not the anxious question, "What
must | do to be saved?" 'Human nature' inspires not the
penitential prayer, "God be merciful to me a sinner!" 'Human
nature' wrings not the agonizing cry, "O wretched man that |
am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?"
'Human nature' awakens not the sweet confession, "Lord,
you know that | love you!" 'Human nature' can go so far, but
no farther.
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Convinced of its impotence and defeat, it retires baffled and
discomfited from the vain attempt successfully to imitate
God's own work of grace in the soul of man; and so it
becomes an unwitting and unwilling witness to the truth,
that there is a genuine supernatural life in the regenerate,
which no spurious, galvanized religion can counterfeit- of
which God the Father is the Source, God the Son the Author,
and God the Holy Spirit the Conveyancer; and of which all
spiritually-quickened believers are, through sovereign grace,
the happy subjects.

How solemn is the personal question which this statement
forces upon the thoughtful mind- "Am | truly born again? is
my religion a reality? is the spiritual life | profess the divine
breathing of God in my soul? O you ‘Second Adam!" you who
are a 'quickening Spirit!" decide this solemn question, and
cause me to know that, 'l live; yet not I, but Christ lives in
me! Lord, when you come in your glory, shall | be found but
as 'reprobate silver;' grasping the burnished lamp of an
empty profession, destitute of converting grace in my soul,
having a name to live while yet dead? Search me, O Lord,
and try me heart; examine me, and root out all that is false
and spurious and dead, and make me a true temple of God
through the Spirit!"

This conducts us to a most vital and important view of
spiritual life- the indwelling of Christ in the soul. "Christ
dwells in me." The spiritual life is Christ. It is not the
believer that lives, but Christ living in the believer- "Christ,
who is our life." "I have come that you might have life."
"Christ in you the hope of glory." "l in them, and You in Me."
Such are the terms which set forth this stupendous truth-
the indwelling of Him who is essential life, in the quickened
soul of the regenerate.

What a vivifying, sanctifying truth is this! Did we but live in
the constant realization of an indwelling Savior, a reigning
Sovereign, a loving Friend, what manner of people would we
be in all holy conversation and godliness! How slow would
we be to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom Christ
dwells in us, ever remembering that our bodies are the
temples of God through the Spirit.
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The indwelling of Christ in the regenerate soul is not less
comforting than sanctifying. He dwells in the believer. It is
His permanent residence, never to forsake it. He dwells
there to watch His own vineyard night and day, lest any hurt
it; to upbuild His kingdom in the soul; to subjugate to the
scepter of His grace its corruptions and infirmities, the
affections of the heart, the faculties of the mind, and the
passions of the soul; in a word, Jesus dwells in the renewed
heart as its consolation and hope; stopping the proud waves
of sorrow which else might overwhelm it; illumining and
gladdening it with the joys, the hopes, the sunlight of
heaven.

Thus, it is a mutual indwelling of Christ and the believer.
The believer dwells in Christ, his life hid with Christ in God;
and by His Spirit, Christ dwells in the believer, his fount of
consolation and his hope of glory. Blessed Jesus! make my
body Your residence, my heart Your throne, my whole being
Your sacred temple!

"As myrrh new bleeding from the tree,
Such is a dying Christ to me;

And while He makes my soul His guest,
My bosom, Lord, shall be your rest."

Another and most instructive characteristic of this spiritual
life is, the crucifixion of self in us which it involves. This
IS, perhaps, one of the strongest and most convincing
evidences of its reality and growth. "I live; yet not I." Here
was an entire abnegation of self in the Apostle, and this
grace constitutes the first round in the believer's ascent in
this divine life. Self is the first citadel of the soul against
which grace directs its battery. Until this is successfully
besieged, there is no taking of "the town of Mansoul." Self-
righteousness, self-trust, self-glorifying, must yield to the
humbling, emptying power of the Spirit. Self must be
mortally wounded before Christ lives in us. The two
sovereigns cannot reign at the same time and upon the
same throne. Self-righteousness, self-glorifying, self-
seeking, must fall when Christ enters triumphantly to set up
His kingdom, to erect His throne, and to subjugate all the
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powers and faculties of the soul to His own holy and
gracious supremacy.

"l live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me." And so should
every believer respond! "I live to God- I labor for man- | win
souls to Christ- | give my wealth- | devote my time- |
consecrate my gifts- | mortify the flesh- | vanquish Satan- |
overcome the world yet, not I, but Christ that lives in me!
Though | be nothing in myself, yet, Christ in me, and Christ
with me, and Christ strengthening me, | can do all things."

Oh what vigilance it demands, lest this wretched self in us
obtain a partial, or even a momentary, ascendancy! The two
principles- self and grace- are in deadly antagonism the one
to the other in the regenerate. In proportion as Christ lives
in us, self dies. It is recorded that, "there was long war
between the house of Saul and the house of David: but
David waxed stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul
waxed weaker and weaker."

And thus it is with the principle of self and the principle of
grace in the believer; in other words, the old and the new
nature in the regenerate. Between these two kingdoms- "the
house of Saul" representing the old nature, "the house of
David" the new nature- there is a perpetual and long war;
but, as Christ increases in us, as we grow in a knowledge of
Christ, and are more filled with Christ, and more closely
assimilated to Christ- the new man will grow stronger and
stronger, and the old man will grow weaker and weaker,
until it dies.

And the instant that the work of sanctification is complete-
for it is a progressive work, and is destined to completion-
that instant the believer will hear the Lord's words- "Come
up hither," and he will ascend to that pure and blissful world
of which it is said, "And there shall in no way enter into it
anything that defiles, neither whatever works abomination;"
for all are washed in the blood and are robed with the
righteousness of the Lamb. Oh blissful life! Oh glorious
hope! The thought that I shall before long be freed from all
sin, and be emancipated from the body of death, thrills soul
with "a joy unspeakable and full of glory."

http://www.gracegems.org/W/Is1.htm (9 of 10) [05/05/2006 10:59:56 p.m.]



CHRIST

That very thrill convinces me that | am the subject of a life
that is eternal, that | possess a nature containing the germ
of perfect holiness, and that before long, beneath a warmer
sun and a brighter sky, the germ will reach its full
perfection, and | shall be- not what I now am, a sickly,
drooping plant of righteousness- but a full-blown, perfect
flower of holiness, blooming in deathless beauty in the
Paradise of Heaven!

Such is that spiritual life the variations of which these pages
propose to delineate. Oh seek to know it more and more in
its reality, power, and growth! It is, "Christ in you the hope
of glory.” And since there are fluctuations in the spiritual as
in the natural life of the soul- its ebb and flow, its lights and
shadows- let this truth be uppermost in your mind, that
through whatever phases and variations your spiritual life
may pass, He who is your life, in whom it is safely and
eternally lodged, knows not the shadow of a change: "Jesus
Christ the Same Yesterday, Today, and Forever."
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TWILIGHT— Day-dawn Before Sunrise of
Spiritual Life

Until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts."” -
2 Peter 1:19.

The acknowledged analogy of Nature and Grace- the
argument of which Bishop Butler has so conclusively
established, and with such a master's hand- must impress
every thoughtful mind with the conviction that, One Infinite
and Divine Intelligence is the Creative Power and emanating
Source of both. Few points of analogy are more striking and
beautiful than the one suggested by our present subject the
day-dawn which precedes the sun-rising of grace in the soul.

Long before the orb of day has peered above the horizon,
soft and golden rays trembling upon the eastern sky, have
foretold and heralded his approach. To the poet's eye "In
fine frenzy rolling, "few spectacles in nature are replete with
such interest and loveliness as this. To a mind susceptible of
the most delicate forms of beauty, the scene is far more
enchanting and impressive than even the sun's full, noontide
splendor. Now this is just the image the Holy Spirit employs
to illustrate a most beautiful and interesting phase of
spiritual life- that delicate and incipient state of grace which,
IN numerous cases of conversion, is the harbinger of the full
advent of the Sun of Righteousness in the soul.

In this light we interpret the passage which supplies our
present subject, "Until the day dawn, and the day star arise
In your hearts.”" There is a day-dawn of grace, as there is a
daydawn of nature- and the analogy is true and striking.
Few who have not studied the varied phenomena of spiritual
life are aware how faint and colorless, how almost insensible
and invisible, may be the advent of the kingdom of grace in
the soul of man. To this beautiful feature of conversion, day-
dawn before sunrise, let us address our thoughts. "Until the
day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts."

The first feature which arrests the mind is, the profound
darkness of the soul which precedes the first dawn of
spiritual light. The spiritual darkness of the mind, in its
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abnormal or natural condition, it is almost impossible by any
description or image adequately to depict. It surpasses
Egyptian darkness; it is a darkness that might be felt. When
God, who was the original Sun of the soul, withdrew from
this magnificent orb, all spiritual light was extinguished, and
a cloud of great darkness ensued, filling and mantling the
whole being of man. True, there still remained the natural
light of reason and of conscience and of the affections, when
God left the soul; and these constitute man a morally
responsible and accountable being.

But, spiritually, the soul passed into profound and total
eclipse; and the darkness of night and of death, with all its
derangement and disorder, flung its gloomy pall over man'’s
entire being. How clearly the word of God puts the solemn
truth! "Behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people." Their foolish heart was darkened."
"Having their understanding darkened." "If the light which is
in you be darkness, how great must that darkness be!"” What
spiritual darkness veils the mind to the Being, character, and
truth of God! What gross darkness steeps the soul,
deranging the mental and enshrouding the moral faculties of
the whole man! What impenetrable and fatal darkness hides
the exceeding sinfulness, the indescribable enormity of sin!

My reader, this is your condition by nature. With all the
splendor of your intellectual powers- with all the natural light
of your reason- with all the luster of your scientific
discoveries- with all the wealth of your gathered wisdom-
with all the love, amiability, and winning attractions of your
natural disposition, character, and address, you are still in
nature's darkness, "having the understanding darkened,
being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance
that is in you, because of the blindness of your heart.” You
are walking in darkness, not knowing how perilous is your
path, upon what a precipice you stand, and to what a world
you go! Oh that "God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, may shine into your heart,” and give you to
see your darkness, and then "to behold the light of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." Seek this in earnest
prayer, lest your feet stumble, and your soul is finally and
eternally landed in "outer darkness, where there is weeping
and wailing and gnashing of teeth.
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"But, "the day dawns." How beautiful the image! how
significant the words! How faint and trembling the first dawn
of divine grace! How feeble and fluctuating the first pulse of
spiritual life! It is, perhaps, but a thought, an emotion, a
sigh, a misgiving, a tear, the first breath of prayer gently
heaving the anxious breast. But it is real for all that. Just as
the first and faintest streak of light trembling in the eastern
sky is as really light as the meridian splendor of noontide
day, so the first sigh, and the first tear, and the first prayer
In the soul is as truly divine as the faith that moves the
mountain, or the grace that embraces the martyr's stake.
Cheer up then, you awakened, trembling soul! You have just
enough light to render darkness visible; enough to see
yourself a poor, ignorant, lost sinner, needing Jesus.
Following, and not quenching, that light, it will increase
more and more, grow brighter and brighter, until the perfect
day.

And who is this "Day Star arising in the heart,"” of which the
passage so glowingly speaks? Who but the Lord Jesus Christ,
the "Star that should come out of Jacob,"” and who Himself
declared, "I am the bright and Morning Star." Christ is
emphatically "the Day Star."” Stars are the jewelry which
adorn the brow of night. When the sun has disappeared, the
firmament blazes with countless constellations, fixed and
revolving, vast and minute, which enkindle the vault of
heaven with indescribable effulgence. A star in full,
unclouded splendor, shining out at noonday would be an
astronomical phenomenon, strange and unheard of.

But it is written, "His Name shall be called WONDERFUL."
The Incarnation of the Eternal Son of God was the center
and source of all the countless wonders that clustered
around His wondrous life. And this is not the least, that He is
the DAY, or Morning Star from on high, shining in the soul
with a life and splendor compared with which all other is but
the torpor and the shadow of death. As the "Day Star,"” our
Lord Jesus Is Essential Light. Divine, His nature is self-
existent and independent; Infinite, His resources are
boundless and inexhaustible. Borrowing light from none, He
imparts light to all others. Who but the Son of God could
with reason and truth thus authoritatively and sublimely
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affirm, "I Am the Light of the World"?

All light the light of the natural and of the intelligent world-
light of grace and of glory- flows from Christ, the Essential
Sun of the universe, the "Day Spring from on high.” This is
the only light that can guide the soul to heaven. The light of
reason and of nature "Leads but to bewilder, Dazzles but to
blind.” We ignore and undervalue not the natural light God
has given to man. It is from Him, and, as such, is to be
gratefully acknowledged and reverenced. But yet more
unhesitatingly we affirm that, guided to eternity by this light
alone, it is a light that will most assuredly and fatally
mislead the traveler there. We cannot place this fact too
prominently before the reader, that the human intellect is
fallen and benighted; and that without the life of Christ and
the illumination of the Spirit, it cannot find its way to God, or
up to heaven.

We will concede to the soul of man all the marvellous
powers- second only to Himself- with which God has
furnished it. We will admit that it is capable of solving the
most abstruse problems in science; that it can
mathematically calculate the distance of the sun from the
earth, and of the planets from each other; that it can
triumph over the most formidable obstacles in nature,
subjugating its most potent agencies to its control, bidding
the very lightning obey its behests; and yet, with all this
magnificent display of power, it cannot find out God, or take
one step towards Him!

Let the reader study thoughtfully the first chapter of the first
epistle to the Corinthians, and learn from thence the
attested and solemn truth that, "the world by wisdom knew
not God;" that, when every expedient of are and science had
been tried to find out God, and discover a healing for
creation’'s fatal wound, a panacea for man's moral malady,
had failed, God took the work in His own hand; and "it
pleased Him by the foolishness of the preaching of Christ
crucified to save those who believe." Oh, when will the wise
of this world cease to glory in their wisdom, and learn to
place their intellectual powers and high attainments, not
above the cross, where Pilate placed his Greek and Latin and
Hebrew, but beneath the cross, where alone they must
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receive the kingdom of God, even as a little child?
"Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little
child, he shall not enter therein."

But daylight before sunrise is deepening- the twilight is
dissolving, and spiritual life, thus gently and gradually
dawning, is about to rise in the heart in all its noon-tide
power. The heart is the orbit of this new-born sun. It is
there the first conviction of sin is experienced; it is there the
first pulse of life is felt; it is there the first victory of faith is
achieved; it is there the first emotion of love thrills the soul.
The heart is the home, the temple, the throne of God's life in
man's soul. A religion that illumines the intellect only, that
goes not beyond an informed judgment, is as the
moonbeams playing upon a palace of ice, poetical and
beautiful, but lifeless and dead.

But the light of spiritual life is quickening. It illumines the
judgment; but it does more, it quickens the soul, renews
and takes captive the heart, vitalizing the passions and
powers of the entire being; it ushers into existence a new
world of thought and feeling and action, claiming our entire
being, all for, and consecrating all to, God. This is the new
birth! This is that great change of which Christ spoke as
essential to the kingdom of heaven- "Marvel not that | said
unto you, You must be BORN AGAIN."

Its advent, like the day-dawn before the sun-rise, may be
faint and progressive; or, like the "new-born babe,"” may
have a gradual and a hidden growth, and its birth be
ushered in amid the throes and pangs of a soul convulsed to
its lowest depths by sin's conviction, and the terror of the
law. Nevertheless, the perfect day comes, the heavenly child
Is born, and all the angels sing together for joy! And thus
the spiritual life enthrones itself upon the soul, never, never
to be dethroned!

We are not, however, we trust, in thus depicting the process
of spiritual life as a gradual work, from dawn to day, from
childhood to full age, entrenching upon the sovereignty of
the Spirit, who in this marvellous work does not limit Himself
to one line of procedure, or restrict Himself to one process of
action, but, "working all things after the counsel of His own
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will," quickens the soul at a time and by a mode that
illustrates the inexhaustible opulence of His own means, and
receives the largest revenue of glory to His own self. Thus,
while spiritual life in some, perhaps in many individuals, is
as the dawn of day, faint, slow, imperceptible, as in the case
of Nicodemus; in others, it is rapid, sudden, instantaneous,
as in the case of Saul of Tarsus, and of the three thousand
converts on the day of Pentecost.

Let us be cautious, therefore, of limiting the sovereignty of
the Holy Spirit to a given and prescribed mode of operation;
and equally so how we sit in jJudgment upon any case of
conversion, simply because it has transpired, not according
to the mode by which we, perhaps, were 'born again,’ but in
a way totally different to our own, -in the one case, gradual
as the day-dawn; in the other, rapid as the lightning's
gleam; in the one, the soul is drawn; in the other, it is
driven to Christ.

But, oh, though the paths by which the goal is reached may
be different, the goal itself is one- Christ Jesus the Savior of
sinners! All are taught alike to know the plague of their own
hearts; all are led to wash in the same sin-cleansing blood;
all put on the same soul justifying righteousness; and all
alike produce the same "fruits of righteousness which are by
Jesus Christ, unto the praise and glory of God." And thus,
whether we enter the divine temple of God's Church by the
south gate or by the north, whether by a soft gale or by a
tempest, -all are brought to Jesus, and free and sovereign
grace wears alone the crown, and the Triune Jehovah
receives all the glory! "The wind blows where it wills, and
you hear the sound thereof, but can not tell where it comes,
and where it goes: so is every one that is born of the Spirit."

"As blows the wind, and in its flight
Escapes the glance of keenest sight,
So are the wonder-working ways

Of God's regenerating grace.

"As nothing can its power withstand
But Him who holds it in His hand,
So are the heart's corruptions slain
When once the soul is born again.
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"As over our frames we feel the gale
Gently or mightily prevail,

So some are softly drawn to heaven,
And others as by tempest driven.

"And as the herbs, the flowers, the trees
Are seen to bend beneath the breeze,
So visible the change we view

When grace does thus the heart renew.

"Come, Holy Spirit, and impart
Your secret virtue to my heart;
And let this be the happy hour
To show Your mighty, quickening power!"

But there is the twilight of glory- the daylight before the
sunrise, as well as of grace. What, indeed, is the day-star of
earth but the harbinger of the Morning Star of Heaven?
Grace in the soul is the embryo, the germ, the first-fruits of
glory. It is not the quantity or the ripeness of the first sheaf
that determines the future harvest, but the nature of the
grain. And so, it is not the amount, or the strength, or the
achievement of divine grace in the believer, but its reality
that forever settles the question of its future and glorious
harvest of eternal blessedness.

Oh to be true, real, honest, and genuine believers in Christ!
Look more, my reader, to the character of your religion- to
the reality of your conversion- to the nature of your faith,
than to the amount of your religious knowledge, or the
splendor and popularity of your Christian profession. We
may have a name to live- a name high up in the records of
the Church, and emblazoned on the roll of its charities- and
yet be 'dead’ to that divine and spiritual life, the faintest
dawn of which in the soul is the token and pledge yes, the
very commencement of the life that is eternal- a life of glory
forever with the Lord.

In the anticipation of that glory, and in a growing fitness for
its inheritance, let us aim to live! Soon it will dawn- yes, in
countless souls, it has already dawned. If you feel sin a
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plague, and Christ precious, if you trample your own
righteousness in the dust, and have put on by faith the
righteousness of God, if your walk and conversation is holy,
and are careful to maintain good works as fruits and
evidences of your faith in Jesus, if you are ‘chastened of the
Lord, that you may not be condemned with the world," of
which chastening all the sons of God are partakers- then,
beloved, the day-dawn of glory, the daylight before the
sunrise of heaven, has already begun in your soul; and your
path through the wilderness- though it be rough and thorny-
the lights and shadows of spiritual life alternately penciling
your way- shall be as the "shining light, that shines more
and more unto the perfect day."

And then comes the meridian of glory! the noontide splendor
of eternal purity and blessedness: no more clouds to shade-
nor tears to dim- nor sickness to waste nor pain to torture-
nor death to separate; best, and brightest, and holiest of all-
nor SIN to disturb, mar, and taint. "As for me, | will behold
Your face in righteousness: | shall be satisfied, when |
awake, with Your likeness." Oh yes! SATISFIED, perfectly
and forever satisfied. 'Satisfied' with all the way- its
sunshine and its shade- by which You, my Lord, shall have
led me there!

"l shall be satisfied, but, oh, not here,

Where sin its wild, dark waves tumultuous rolls:
Here is the conflict of the world and hell,

But never calm repose for human souls.

"Here is the turmoil, loud and fierce, of strife;
Here is the widow's woe, the orphan'’s tear,
The parent's grief as closes some young life;
I know there's nothing can satisfy me here.

"Earth's fairest scenes are soonest desolate,
Her coolest streams most speedily run dry;

No sooner is a new Elysium found

Than the Destroyer to its gates draws near.

"Where, then, may we ever reach that wondrous bliss?
Is there above or 'neath the firmament
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One spot where longing souls may know the joy,
The speechless happiness of full content?

"Yes! to my mind a vision rises, fair

A royal city, streets of purest gold

A river through it flowing, trees and flowers
Whose loveliness can never on earth be told.

"There evermore to roam in those sweet fields,
No more to war with Satan, sin, and pride,

To join the wondrous chorus round the throne
Ah! then I shall be fully satisfied.

"But who can tell the bliss of that one word?
Satisfied! satisfied! while the ages roll!
Nothing to mar the joyous full content
There felt by every blessed, ransomed soul.

"Then when and where shall | be satisfied?

| ask, and know the answer that will come:

When in my Savior's likeness | awake

Where | shall dwell with Him in Heaven, my home."
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THE LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF SPIRITUAL LIFE by Octavius
Winslow

" The Obscurations of Spiritual Life"

"Until the shadows flee away." -Solomon's Song 4:6

Shadow is as essential as light to the beauty of alandscape, or the perfection
of apainting. Either, destitute of shading- the darker hues heightening the
effect of the more brilliant coloring, and throwing into bolder relief the
objects of nature, and the studies of the pencil- would lose more than half
their expression and grandeur. Thusisit with the spiritual life of the soul.
Light and shade are closely and artistically blended with the picture of the
Christian's life. Drawn by a Divine Artist, al its parts- however inartistic and
incoherent they may appear to the superficial eye, or even to the more
tutored eye of the Christian himself- are essential to the completeness of the
work, and are the production of Him who is "excellent in counsel, and great
in beauty."

Let it be once admitted that God is a Great Artist, and that the Divine
Image restored to the human soul is the masterpiece of His productions, and
all mystery vanishes touching the necessity, wisdom, and perfection of
blended light and shade in the daily walk of the believer. Our present
subject, then, is of the SHADOWS of spiritual life. The words which
suggest it are replete with instruction and beauty. They are, if we correctly
interpret them, the language of the Church. "Until the day break, and the
SHADOWS flee away, | will get to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of
frankincense." The truth embodied in the first part of this passage has
already received our attention. And yet we cannot too frequently or too
emphatically remind the reader of the strong tendency there exists of
overlooking the "day of small things' in the history of divine gracein the
soul.

Living in an age of rapid thought, and of yet more rapid action- an age in
which even religion has caught the spirit of the times, and immediate
conversion would seem to be the popular idea of the day- and against this
Ideawe are loath to breathe a word of dissent, seeing that the Holy Spiritisa
Sovereign, and that, instant grace may be as real; and as frequent, as instant
glory- may there not exist the danger of overlooking the mere faint and
progressive process in which, perhaps, the majority of cases, divine grace
dawns and grows in the regenerate soul ?

But our present chapter proposes to delineate, not the lights which illumine,
but the shadows which darken, the path of spiritual lifein its course to that
'perfect day' of glory, that 'morning without clouds,' to which it is destined
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eventually and surely to arrive. In the absence of those shadows, which we
now proceed to notice, how much of the beauty and completeness of the
Christian character would be lacking! The landscape would be too light, the
picture too brilliant. Both would lack that soul-subdued and chastened tone
which the varied and somber hues of the Christian life impart. Let us, then,
briefly trace afew of the clouds which thus shade the spiritua life of the
believer.

Thefirst we adduce is, the shadow of spiritual ignorance, which, more or
less deeply, rests upon every pious mind. The spiritual education of the
believer is, in its most advanced stage, but initiative and progressive.
Compared with what he may yet attain, he has learned but the al phabet of
divine knowledge. The Bible, with all his profound knowledge and research,
is still but as the kindergarten book in his spiritual training; and the more
advanced his attainments, the profounder and more humbling is his
conviction how little he knows in comparison with what he yet may know.

Such was the experience and such the testimony of Paul, who, writing to
the Philippian Church, thus expressed himself. "Not as though | had already
attained, either were already perfect: but | follow after, if that | may
apprehend that for which also | am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” "That |
may know Him." He knew Christ as few knew Him; but, placing no limit to
his attainments, and thirsting for yet higher ones, praying to know more and
still more of the Divinest, loveliest, and most wonderful Being in the
universe, he was willing to forget- not ignore- ‘the things which were behind'
-the ground he had traversed- pressing forward and upward to higher rounds
in his heavenly ascent, 'apprehending' or taking hold of that for which he
was also 'apprehended’ -or taken hold of by Christ Jesus.

Oh for more of this Christ-longing spirit of the Apostle! The grand secret of
growth in grace, of planting our feet higher in the steep of holiness and love
and heavenliness, of rising above earth and its sins and sorrows, isin
knowing more of Christ. Realizing more our resurrection and ascension with
Christ, it will be moral lever lifting the soul into a higher region of love and
purity and communion, even where Christ sits at the right hand of God. Nor
was the Apostle alone in this aspiration after the increase of spiritual
knowledge. Listen to the prayer of Elihu: "That which | see not, teach me."
Here is the humble acknowledgment of conscious ignorance.

How much thereisin our spiritual education for heaven which we do not
seel "We know in part." Let the range of study be as wide, and the spiritual
eye as strong as it can be, the confession of the most advanced Christian will
still be, "I see through a glass darkly- | know in part." Take, for example, our
knowledge of sin. We do, indeed, know something of its blackness just
enough to impel us to the Open Fountain; but our views are shallow, our
conceptions cloudy, and our contrition imperfect. Thereisadepth in sin we
have not sounded, a mystery we have not unraveled, and a turpitude we have
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not felt. "Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults."
The error of the judgement, the error of the will, the error of the affections.
Hence, the necessity and wisdom of David's prayer- "Cleanse me from
secret faults.”

The secret faults against which he prayed were not sins committed in secret
and veiled from every eye; but those faults which in themselves were secret,
of which he himsalf knew nothing, nor even suspected- sins of the mind,
sins of the affections, sins of nature, and "the iniquity of our holy things."
"Cleanse me from secret faults." What a needed prayer for Christian men of
business! The vast commercial transactions of the day, the opening fields of
enterprise, the thirst for wealth, the ease with which it is acquired, the
temptations to deviate from the strict line of integrity and uprightness, must,
necessarily, involve atendency to many 'secret faults," against which the
religious professor, borne on upon the rapid current of the age, has need
vigilantly to watch and pray. Oh when will the mercantile men of our nation,
imitating the example of the devout Thornton, that true Christian merchant
of his day- erect an oratory side by side with the counting-house, to which,
in'al times of their wealth," and in all times of their adversity, anxiety, and
temptation, they may resort, and receive grace and strength and soothing,
where aloneit is found in holy, confidential communion with God!

Closaly dlied with the cloud of spiritual ignorance of sin, isthe passing
shadow of guilt upon the soul. Perhaps no shadow of the spiritua lifeis so
darkening and depressing as this. It may, indeed, be but as a vapor- some
known duty neglected- an opportunity of usefulnesslost- an unkind word
spoken- a hasty spirit betrayed some Christian principle faltering- still, itisa
passing shadow; and the mirror of the conscience, which should ever be kept
in the highest polish, isin amoment dimmed, and the soul is affected
thereby.

And is there no remedy for this temporary obscuration of spiritual life no
dissolving of this passing cloud? Oh yes! The blood of Jesus applied, effaces
In a moment the sense of guilt, leaving not the shadow of a shade upon the
conscience.

And what a chill shadow is the temporary obscuration of the Divine
presence- the veiling of the light of God's countenance- the momentary
hiding of Jesus from the soul. The vicissitudes through which spiritual life
passes- its ebb and flow-its partial or its total eclipse- are, more or less, the
experience of every believer. Oh, there isno sorrow like spiritual sorrow: no
cloud so dark, no shadow so cold, no sky so rayless as that which intervenes
between God and the living soul. It is a solemn and instructive thought, that
He who is our spiritual life, Himself traveled through this stage of its
history. "My God, my God! why have Y ou forsaken Me?' It was the total
eclipse of the "Sun of Righteousness,” of which the natural sun, now clothed
in sackcloth and in sympathy with its Creator, was atype.
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Are you walking in soul-darkness, beloved? Is God hiding His face? Has
Jesus suspended His sensible presence? and is this shadow, deep and dark,
resting upon your spirit? Cheer up! It is not the darkness of unregeneracy,
but the passing shadow of Christian life, and before long it will dissolve and
vanish. Listen to the language of your covenant God and Father: "For a
small moment have | forsaken you; but with great mercies will | gather you.
In alittle wrath | hid my face from you for amoment; but with everlasting
kindness will | have mercy on you, saysthe Lord." The 'small moment' will
before long pass, and the shadow will disappear- and the joyous language of
your soul will be, "O God! Y ou were angry with me; but Y our anger is
turned away, and Y ou comfort me."

With the shadow of adversity, in some one or more of its protean forms, all
true believers are familiar. "The Lord tries the righteous,” and He tries them
because they are righteous. Not more essential the knife that prunes the
branch- not more necessary the fire that refines the gold- not more needful
the storm that rarifies the atmosphere- than is adversity to the growth of the
spiritual life of the soul. Is not the experience of every believer in harmony
with that of the Psalmist? "Before | was afflicted | went astray: but now have
| kept Y our word." "It isgood for me that | have been afflicted; that | might
learn Y our statutes." To no disciplineisthe divine life of the soul under
greater obligation than that which thus prunes and refines, and which thus
fructifies and purifies.

Sweet are the uses of adversity; and never so sweet as when most bitter!
"Out of the eater comes forth meat, and out of the strong comes forth
sweetness;" and from an adversity that looked so consuming- from an event
that threatened, as with lion-strength, to crush every fair prospect of life-
there has issued some of the costliest blessings in the believer's history.

God fashions graciously the hearts of all His children alike; "for what son
Is he whom the Father chastens not?* All are tried. The family provisions are
"the bread and the water of affliction." "Humble and scanty fare this!"
exclaims the worldling; nevertheless, lowly and distasteful asit may beto
those who are living upon 'husks- that which they call food- thereisin it an
element of sweetness, and a power of nourishment and growth, which the
living soul only knows and fully tests. "The full soul loaths a honeycomb;
but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet."

Affliction times are fruit promoting timesto God's "trees of righteousness.”
Afflictions deepen the roots, and clothe the boughs with the foliage and fruit
of righteousness. Oh, who can fully estimate the real advance of the spiritua
life of the soul in one hallowed trial, through one sanctified sorrow? The
slumbering spirit of prayer is roused- the truant heart is recalled- trembling
faith is strengthened- and the spirit shaded with sorrow and the soul bowed
with calamity, turns to Jesus, and finds in the wounded and wounding hand
of the Savior, the balm and the succor which 'heals the broken in heart, and
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binds up their wounds.'

There are some believers who only become fruitful in trial, who make no
headway in their spiritual voyage but in astorm! Their language is the echo
of the sweet poet of Olney; "More the treacherous calm | dread, Than
tempests bursting over my head." And does not this shadow pass away? Oh,
yes! When, like afaithful servant, it has discharged its errand; when its
heaven-sent mission is fully accomplished, it will dissolve into the light of
joy, and issue in anew song of praise. "The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and plenteousin mercy. He will not always chide: neither will
He keep His anger forever." "Weeping may endure for anight, but joy
comesin the morning."

In the literal night, when suffering, nervousness, or mental depression,
banish sleep from the pillow, life's shadows- its responsibilities, cares, and
anxieties- gather thick and dark around the soul. Every object assumes an
exaggerated form of terror, and is clothed with a deeper hue of gloom. But
al is not shadow to the Christian then. One remembrance of God, one
glimpse of Jesus, one thought of heaven, one moment's realization of
eternity, and the clouds dispel, the shadows flee, and the melody of the song-
never so sweet as at night, floats like angel's chimes around the pillow.

"I have remembered Y our name in the night" -Y our name as Father, Y our
name as Jesus. "In the night His song shall be with me." "When | awake" -as
from atroubled dream, from those darkling shadows which drape my bed- "
am still with You," and find myself reposing upon Y our paternal bosom. Oh
what a mercy to wake in the morning and feel ourselves with Jesus!

So it will be when we fall asleep in death! We shall awake in Heaven, and
find ourselves still and forever with the Lord!

"In silence or the middle night,

| awake to be with Theg;

And through the shadows as the light

Y our mercy smiles on me.

"I talk with Y ou upon my bed,

In meditation blest,

And sweetly pillow there my head,
Upon my Savior's breast.

"I think of Him who knelt and prayed
At midnight on the hill;

Then walked the sea, Hisfriends to aid,
And bid the storm be till.

"I think of Him who took the cup,

In dark Gethsemane,

And, gathering strength from prayer, rose up
To diefor such asme.
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"| think of heaven, where never more
The weary ask for night,

But ever freshening glories pour

New raptures on the sight.

"So do | learn aparable,

That in my darkest day,

When waves of sorrow round me swell,
The storm shall pass away.

"Nor will | turn my head aside,

Though bitter griefs be mine;

But say with Him, the Crucified,
Father, my will is Thine,

"Thus shall | praise You while |'ve breath,
Tosing Your love to me,

And welcome even the night of death,
To wake and be with Thee."

The shadow of temptation, be it from Satan, from the world, or from his
own heart is, to many Christians, the most severe and terrible of all that fall
upon the soul. Our Lord passed through this fearful ordeal as none other ever
did, or ever can. "Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to
be tempted by the devil. "And during forty days and nights He fought single-
handed with the foe, assailed by him with every form of weapon, yet foiling
him at every point, and quenching the flaming dart with the Divine shield of
the Word- "It iswritten." Long and dark was the conflict, but He came out of
it- as every tempted believer will- more than conqueror, even triumphant; as
Daniel from the lions' den, unwounded; as the three Hebrews from the fiery
furnace, unscathed.

L ook up, tempted one! Y our spiritual life needs thisdiscipline. It isbut a
passing shadow, obscuring for amoment its luster and beauty. And yet how
little of Christ astempted in all points like as we are, and as succouring
those who are tempted, should we experimentally know but for this shadow
falling upon our spirit!

It is a pleasant thought, that the shadow of temptation, however severe,
leaves no trace of guilt upon the conscience, except only when we
voluntarily yield to its power. The mere assault of atemptation involves no
sin, and leaves no taint. And this reflection should go far to lighten the dark
shadow with which this subtle and malignant foe of the Christian seeksto
overwhelm the soul.

"The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation,” and He will
deliver you. When He has tried you, you shall come forth as gold, your
spiritual life all the purer, and your Christian character all the brighter, for
the fiery temptation through which your loyalty to Christ and truth and
conscience has passed.
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But all is shadow here! The world is a shadow- and it passes away! The
creature is a shadow- and the loveliest and the fondest may be the first to
die! Health is a shadow- fading, and in a moment gone! Wealth is a shadow-
today upon the summit of affluence, tomorrow at its base, plunged into
poverty and dependence! Human friendships and creature affections are but
shadows- sweet and pleasant while they last, but, with aworm feeding at the
root of all created good, the sheltering gourd soon withers, exposing us to
the sun's burning heat by day, and to the frost's cold chill by night! Oh, yes!
'Passing away' isindelibly inscribed upon everything out of and below, God;
yet how slow are we to realize the solemn lesson it teaches- "What shadows
we are, and what shadows we pursue!”

In this point of light our subject addresses itself pointedly and solemnly to
the unconverted reader. What is your life but a vapor that passes away? and
what its pursuits but shadows- unreal, unsatisfying, evanescent? Y our rank,
your wealth, your honors, your pleasures, are but phantoms which appear
but for alittle while, and then are lost in the deeper shadow of the grave, and
the still deeper and longer shadow of eternity! Oh, turn from these dreams
and hallucinations, and, as arational, accountable, immortal being, on your
way to the judgment-seat of Christ, fix your mind upon the solemn, endless
future! You are going to die! And, oh, when that dread hour comes- viewed
from a stand-point so real and appalling- how will your past life appear?

While penning this chapter, the writer was requested to visit a gentleman
approaching the solemn hour of death. Casting his eye upon the rich gems of
art which crowded the walls of his room, he pointed to them, and solemnly
exclaimed, "What can all these shadows do for me now?' And such will be
your exclamation when you cometo die! Oh flee to Jesus! Believe in Christ!
Embrace the Savior, who rejects no poor penitent sinner who comes to Him!
"What shall it profit aman, if he gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul?

"But there is a Shadow- which yet is not a shadow- beneath which we may
recline and find perfect refreshment and repose. It is CHRIST, the " Shadow
of a Great Rock in aweary land." Heisa"Shadow from the heat,” when the
sun of affliction scorches us; "the Rock that is higher than we," when the
heart is overwhelmed with the billows of grief. All other shadows will
dissolve, but "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and forever," and "knows
not the shadow of aturning.”

Soon the last cold shadow will fall upon us, and then all will be glorious
and endless reality. Shrink not from death, O believer in Jesus! for, through
Christ, it is but a shadow. Jesus, by dying and rising again, has annihilated
the substance of death, transforming it into a phantom, a shadow, a sleep, an
unsubstantial thing; through which the ransomed soul passes, and finds itself
in amoment encircled by the realities, the splendor, and the music of
Heaven- "absent from the body, present with the Lord."
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"Y es, though | walk through the valley of the Shadow of Death, | will fear
no evil: for You are with me." Until then- "Until the shadows flee away, |
will go to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense," -1 will go
to Christ, and give myself to prayer.

"The clouds hang heavy round my way,
| cannot see;
But through the darkness | believe,

God leadeth me.

It is sweet to keep my hand in His,
While al isdim,

To close my weary, aching eyes,

And follow Him.

"Through many athorny path He leads,

My tired feet;

Through many a path of tears| go;

But tis sweet
To know that Heis closeto me

My God, my Guide;

He leadeth me, and so | walk

Quite satisfied."
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THE LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF SPIRITUAL LIFE by Octavius
Winslow

"REVIVAL: The Depression and Revivification of
Spiritual Life"

"O spare me, that | may recover strength, before | go hence, and be no
more." -Psalm 39:13.

A dying bed is a solemn and searching standpoint from where to review the
personal and past history- its lights and shadows of spiritual life! All isstern
reality! The fictions and deceptions of religion now yield to the tremendous
conviction that the soul, disengaging itself from the relations and delusions
of time, is about to confront the dread realities and changel ess decision of
eternity! Such was David's position, and such his feelings, when he breathed
the prayer- "O spare me, that | may recover strength, before | go hence, and
be no more." His mental powers were waning, and the scepter of along and
prosperous reign was falling from his death stricken grasp. But, amore
startling and solemn fact was unveiling to his mind!

Now it was that the real state of his soul, as before God, burst upon himin
al itsredlity! In the true and searching light of that tremendous hour he
discovered a declension and loss in the tone and evidence of his spiritual life
which filled him with dismay. At the moment that he was about to confront
the 'last enemy,' and fight the last battle, 10! the 'standard-bearer faints by
reason of exhausted spiritual power! The subject is singularly instructive and
profoundly solemn. May the Spirit of life make its consideration a
guickening power to our soul!

Thefirst point raised is the spiritual state which David thus deeply
deplores: it was the declension and decay of the life of God in his quickened
soul. And, before we unfold this state, it may be necessary to remark that,
thisis not the condition or the prayer of a soul utterly destitute of spiritual
life. A corpseisinsensible of feeling- it has no consciousness of the absence
of life. But where thereislife, there isthe intelligent and acute
consciousness of waning health and vigor. So isit with the living soul. The
fact of abeliever's possession of spiritual life is evidenced by the
consciousness of its decay. The felt loss of spiritual power provesto
demonstration its previous existence just as pining sickness brings home to
the sufferer the painful consciousness of the loss of vigorous health.

We should, therefore, in considering this condition, be careful to mark the
distinction between a soul actually "dead in trespasses and sins," and aliving
soul lamenting, as David does, the decay of spiritua life. It isthusthe Lord
often teaches us by its negative, the real value of a positive blessing. He will
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have a thankful and praiseful heart. "Whoever offers praise glorifies me."
And when, undervaluing His mercies, gratitude congeals in the heart, and
praise sits silent upon the lips, He most wisely and righteously suspends His
favor for awhile, that we might appreciate more fully the value of the gift
and the goodness of the Giver. "Open my lips; and my mouth shall show
forth Your praise.”

It isthus with the greatest of al gifts- the gift of spiritual life. We may not
have valued that life, as we should have done; we have not employed it in
the service of Christ and for God's glory, as He intended; and so He has
allowed it for awhile to decay, and permitted sin to have the ascendancy;
and that thus we more deeply estimate its value, and learn to watch against
its declension. We now turn to the case before us. A believer, in the near
prospect of his departure, may deplore the loss of the sense of his adoption.
At the moment that he plants his foot upon the threshold of his heavenly
home, he discovers that- like Bunyan's pilgrim- he has "lost the white stone
with the new name," and has to retrace many stepsto find it. And thus, in
place of the joy and hope he should experience in the near prospect of his
arrival at hisfather's house, he isfilled with doubt and dismay, and cannot
enter glory with "Abba, Father," breathing from hislips.

May not thisloss of the sense of adoption be attributed to two causes- the
little filial dealing of the heart with God, and to the spirit of bondage in
which the soul had been alowed too long to travel ? If, then, receiving
instruction from this fact, we would find ourselves in full and undoubted
possession of the "white stone, and the new name written therein," at the
moment when we shall need all the consolation and succor it is possible
from every source to receive, let us be careful of our filial and close walk
with God. Examine each day the evidences of our sonship- see that nothing
shades afact so divine and precious, and so walk in the holy liberty with
which Christ has made us free from the power of sin and the fear of death-
the liberty of filial communion with our Heavenly Father, and of submission
to His paternal will- that thus living in a sense of our adoption, we may not
drag our slavish chainsto a dying bed, but meet our last enemy with the
shout of liberty and the paean of triumph!

Not less conscious may the departing saint be of the loss of his sense of a
present and complete acceptance in Christ. His prayer is"O spare me, that |
may know my standing in Christ: my acceptance in the Beloved." And, alas
just at the moment that he is summoned to the Banquet, he is casting about
in search of evidence of his possession of the robe in which heisto appear!
To what may this sense of loss be attributed? May it not, in part, be traced to
those activities of religious life which too much draw off the believer's care
of his personal and spiritual interests? The white robe may be loosely girded,
and carelessly worn; it may hang slovenly, and trail heedlessly. And when
most we need to know our full, free, and present justification our possession

http://www.gracegems.org/WINSLOW/REVIVAL,%20...20Revivification%200f%20Spiritual%20Life.htm (2 of 6) [05/05/2006 11:00:27 p.m.]



http://www.gracegems.org/WINSL OW/REV 1V AL ,%20The%20Depressi on%20and%20Revivifi cation%200f%20Spiritual %620L ife.htm

of the ‘wedding garment' and the 'best robe'- the plaintive cry is heard,
issuing as from the dying pillow- "O spare me, that | may recover strength.”

We have ventured to ascribe this sense of loss to the Christian life lived too
much in the region of social and public religious engagements; and to this
we may add the deteriorating, deadening influence of theological polemics
and ecclesiastical controversy. Scarcely any causes are more prolific of a
loss of the vigor and evidence of spiritual life than this. Baxter speaks of his
"hand as crushed in the vice of religious controversy." Now many a man of
God will confirm this testimony of the worthy puritan, touching the spiritual
loss of the soul experienced in the heat and strife of religious conflict-
contending, it may be- not for some vital tenet of the faith- but for a non-
essential rite, or adenominational shibboleth. A solemn lesson is taught us
herel

Welivein an age of great religious activity: the active, rather than the
reflective and devotional element, would seem to be the leading
characteristic of modern Christianity. It behooves us, then, to be doubly
vigilant and prayerful, that we allow no earnestness and labor for othersto
draw us off from the state of our personal religion- our present standing
before God, lest the lamentation is wrung from our lips in the hour of our
departure- "They made me the keeper of the vineyards; but mine own
vineyard have | not kept."

But, afresh view of Jesusin death brings back the departing soul to its
right position; faith is enabled to come to Christ, just as though it had never
come before- and looking to Him, if not as an accepted believer, yet asa
poor empty sinner, thankful to be able to come as such, the departing soul,
having recovered strength, enters the valley with the victor's song upon its
lips- " O death, whereis your sting?’

The departing believer may discover that he was equally at fault in the
distance at which he traveled from the "Open Fountain” thus finding himself
on adying bed without the clear sense of the applied blood- the sweet,
joyous consciousness of the present and full pardon of al hissins. Thisis
traceable, as we have hinted, to the too infrequent washing in the blood of
Christ. The dwelling-place was pitched too far from the stream; the travel
was at too remote a distance from the laver: and so the feet- dusty and soiled-
when they smote the cold waters of the River, found the need of arenewed
application to "the blood of Jesus that cleanses from all sin." "O spare me,
that | may recover strength."

We need scarcely trace the declension and decay of spiritual lifeto its
many exciting and proximate causes, since they will for the most part be
obvious to every devout and observant mind. We may, however, briefly
group afew of the more ordinary and fruitful ones. Among which we may
cite: the distance of the soul in following Jesus; the restraining of secret
prayer before God; the absorbing influence of the world- its calling, its
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conformity, its pleasures; sin indulged, unrepented and unconfessed; cold
neglect of the means of grace; the walking by sight and not by faith; a
separation in charity, affection, and communion from other saints;
covetousness in withholding from the cause of Christ and of truth of our
worldly substance more than isfit; the neglect of a daily washing in the
fountain of Christ's blood, thus keeping the conscience tender, and the feet
of our Christian travel constantly purified from the habitual contraction of
earth.

All these are among the more immediate causes of the decay and
declension of the spiritual life of the soul- fully discerned, it may be, only at
the moment of its departure, with the prayer, breathing from the expiring lip,
"O spare me, that | may recover strength, before | go hence, and be no
morel”

But thereisrevivification of spiritual life, the existence of, and the
provision for, which we must not overlook. Thisfact isimplied in the prayer
of David- "That | may recover strength.” If spiritual life hasits decays, it has
also itsrecoveries; if its depressions, it has also itsrevivings. Nothing is
more imperishable than the life of God in the regenerate; nothing more
deathless than a spiritually living soul. The revivification may not transpire,
in some cases, until the soul's near approach to eternity, yet, comeit will,
before the soul takesits flight to heaven.

It isthe quaint remark of an old divine, that "God never puts any of His
children to sleep in the dark;" that is, He does not allow them to die without
some clear evidence, that, in death they are in life "dying in the Lord," who
istheir life, and are passing to that blessed "hope of eternal life, which God,
who cannot lie, promised before the world began.” But every true believer
will fedl it too solemn and momentous a thing to postpone the work of a
renewed spiritual life until 'heart and flesh are failing," and his feet smite the
cold river over which heis about to pass.

It is our true wisdom to be laying up for adying hour- living as those who
are watching and waiting for the Royal Chariot that isto bear usto the King.
Dying grace s, indeed, reserved for the dying hour; but it is the privilege of
the child of God to "die daily," -dying to the power of inbred sin, the lusts of
the flesh, and the pride of life; dying to the attractions of the world, the
idolatry of the creature, and the still greater idolatry of self. Then, when we
really come to die, having detached ourselves one by one from the "things
that are seen and temporal," and, with a carefully-trimmed and brightly-
burning lamp- the evidence of adoption, acceptance, and pardon,
unquestionable and undimmed- we shall have nothing to do but to die!

Oh seek, then, adaily supply of spiritual life from Christ! Not merely has
He come that you might have life, but that you might have it more
abundantly. Christ is prepared to impart so richly and freely of thisdivine
and precious blessing that you shall riseto a higher life- not another life- but
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a higher degree of the same spiritual life you already possess; aloftier
standard of holiness and love and service- ascending the rungs of the
spiritual ladder-the type of which Jacob saw in his midnight vision- until you
plant your foot upon the summit, and find yourself- oh sweet surprise! -in
heaven, 'safe in the bosom of Jesus!'

Among the most fruitful means of spiritual revival, overlook not the
hallowed results of sanctified affliction. Times of trial are times of restoring
and growth in the history of spiritual life. "Though | walk in the midst of
trouble, Y ou will revive me." The cloud of sorrow may be upon your heart,
the shadow of death upon your tabernacle, but this may be the appointed
way of quickening your soul to more spiritual sensibility, of recalling the
truant affections, and of drawing you nearer, and still nearer to God. Oh
blessed discipline of trial that quickens, revives, and strengthens the life of
God in the soul!

Above all means of spiritual revival, seek to be "filled with the Spirit." All
spiritual lifeisof His breathing; all communications of grace are of His
conveyancing; of al evidences of our sonship, and pardon, and acceptance,
Heisthe Witness; and of our hope of glory He is the earnest and the seal.
"Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you are sealed unto the day of
redemption.”" Honor the Spirit- worship the Spirit- obey the Spirit- walk in
the Spirit, and your peace will flow like ariver, and your righteousness as
the waves of the sea.

And if 'clouds- dark and depressing- sometimes shade the picture of your
spiritual life, 'lights- luminous and cheering will throw a pleasant and
hopeful radiance across the scene: and thus, through sunshine and shade you
will be preparing for the glorious world of which it is said- "There shall be
no night there, for the Lord God and the Lamb are the light and glory
thereof." Oh, then, let your faith's eye- afresh anointed with Christ's true ‘eye
salve'- look from the present shadows of your spiritual life to the light
beyond, where no shadow will ever fall upon your soul, but where all will be
perfect and eternal sunshine- undimmed, unclouded forever! "Y our sun shall
no more go down; neither shall your moon withdraw itself: for the Lord
shall be your everlasting light, and the days of your mourning shall be
ended."

"Beyond the stars that shine in golden glory,
Beyond the calm, sweet moon,

Up the bright ladder saints have trod before you,
Soul! you shall venture soon.

Secure with Him who sees your heart-sick yearning,
Safe in His arms of love,

Y ou shall exchange the midnight for the morning,
And your fair home above.

"Oh, it is sweet to watch the world's night wearing,
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The Sabbath morn come on!

And sweet it were the vineyard labor sharing
Sweeter the labor done.

All finished! al the conflict and the sorrow,

Earth's dream of anguish over,

Deathless there dawns for you a nightless morrow
On Eden'’s blissful shore.

"Patience! then, patience! soon the pang of dying
Shall al forgotten be,
And you, through rolling spheres rgjoicing, flying
Beyond the waveless sea,

Shall know hereafter where your Lord does lead you,
His darkest dealings trace,
And by those fountains where His love will feed you
Behold Him face to face!"
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SERVICE

SERVICE, The Sphere and Culture of
Spiritual Life

"And to every man his work." -Mark 13:34.

God has formed nothing- not the most infinitesimal product
of creation- that has not a mission and that answers not an
end. There is no waste in nature- nothing superfluous, or in
excess. But, it is in the Christian life we find the most true
and impressive illustration of this fact. If God has charged
any creation of His wisdom, goodness, and power with a
mission and a purpose worthy of Himself, it is the new
creation, or, in other words, the spiritual life of the soul.

A new creation- as the believer is- a new world of being, of
thought, and action, floats before him. He himself is that
world! Partaking of a divine nature, invested with new
powers and tastes and purposes, the regenerate man has
found an object and end of life worthy the motive and the
Author of his new-born being. It is now the noblest end and
happiness of his life to live for God. Hitherto he has lived for
himself. Up to a certain point of his creation, he has lived to
the flesh. It could not possibly have been otherwise. Nature,
apart from a supernatural power, will never rise above itself.
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh," -and will be flesh,
and nothing but flesh, until the end of its existence.

The new birth is not the transubstantiation- so to speak of
the flesh into spirit; of the carnal into the spiritual: it is the
infusion or impartation of a new and divine nature whereby
the recipient becomes "a new creature in Christ Jesus."” The
old nature, though brought into subjection to the new, still
retains its fleshly principles and its incessant propensity to
sin. Now, it is for the appropriate and full exercise of the
new nature or, the spiritual life of the believer- that God has
provided.

It is a fixed law of our natural organism that exercise is
essential to its development and growth. Its powers, left to
an inert and inactive condition, would soon become
paralyzed and bedwarfed. God has, therefore, mercifully
ordained that labor should constitute an integral part of
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man's existence. This is not an accident, but an essential
part of his original creation. Anterior to the fall of man, God
sent him into the yet unsinned and uncursed garden to till it,
thus teaching that labor is coeval with man's creation- a part
of his abnormal existence. Now the same law equally applies
to the spiritual as to the natural creation: and it is to this the
preceding remarks have a bearing.

The object of the present chapter, therefore, is, to illustrate
and enforce the truth, that Christian service is an
appropriate sphere, and provides an efficient means for the
development and culture, of the spiritual life of the soul. And
we believe that the sequel will prove that, where indolence,
selfishness, and inactivity have traced the personal religion
of a Christian, his Christianity has, to a great degree,
become stunted in its growth, unfruitful in its results, and
impotent for good in its influence upon others.

The parable of our Lord upon which our present subject is
based, strikingly and impressively illustrates it. Our blessed
Lord speaks of Himself as "a man taking a far journey, who
left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to
every man his work." The simple and obvious interpretation
of the parable is found in the return of our Lord to the glory
from where He came, leaving His house- or Church- on
earth, and assigning to His ministers and all His servants
each their duty- "to every man his work." The truth thus
taught, and the precept thus enjoined, recognizes individual
Christianity, and points to individual responsibility and office.

Christ has gone to heaven, to return again. During His
absence, pending His return, all His servants have each one
a charge to keep, a service to perform, a duty and a
privilege to discharge in His name, and for His glory. "To
every man his work." Now it is in a personal, diligent, and
faithful performance of this service, the believer is to
evidence the possession, develop the power, and promote
the growth of his own personal religion. It is in this field of
Christian service the active graces of the Spirit find their
most appropriate sphere of exercise and culture. Before,
however, we advert particularly to this point, let us first
speak of Christian service: this will have prepared us to
trace its reflex influence upon individual character.
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"To every man his work." Personal responsibility and duty is
the lesson here taught. As in a great building there are a
variety of workmen, and each one has his special part in the
superstructure so is it with Christ and with the world. Every
Christian is a co-worker with God: employed in rearing that
"spiritual house"- His Church which is destined to replenish
the universe with His glory, and to fill eternity with His
praise. All have not the same office; are not appointed to
the same sphere; are not fitted for the same work. "For as
we have many members in one body, and all members have
not the same office,"” so we, being many, are one body in
Christ; and to every man individually God has assigned his
own work. It would be difficult to determine for another
what is the most appropriate sphere of Christian service he
Is to occupy: this must be left to the Lord, and to his own
intelligent consciousness.

No earnest Christian, longing to serve Christ, need be at a
loss to know in what sphere the Lord would have him labor.
He has but honestly and earnestly to send up the petition-
"Lord, what will You have me to do? Show me Your way.
Direct my steps to that field of service and of duty which You
have ordained, and for which You have fitted me. Here am I,
send me." This petition, offered with true-heartedness, the
sphere of duty and of privilege, sooner or later, will be made
known. That the Great Head of His Church- the Divine
Architect and Builder of His spiritual Temple- has fitted you
for, and appointed you to, a service, is not a question of
doubt. He who does nothing without a purpose- who has
formed not an atom or an insect without its adaptation to an
end has not created you for an object unworthy your
intelligence, responsibility, and destiny.

The obligations to a personal consecration of service to
Christ are many and strong. Let a few suffice. And the first
we mention is, your natural creation. "God has created all
things for Himself.” "I have created Him for my glory.” The
law of your creation imposes upon you the duty of loving,
serving, and glorifying God. Not made to terminate in
yourself, but in Him who made you, you are bound, by the
law of your creation, to make God the one and the great end
of your being. "No man lives to himself." He may strive so to
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do, but his relation to God renders it impossible. From that
relation, as God's creature, he cannot disengage himself. It
will follow him into eternity, and hold him in its grasp
forever! Lost though he may be, he is still the creature of
God's natural, and the subject of His moral, government;
and God must cease to be what He is, before He relinquishes
His claim!

But the obligation of the Christian to Christ's service rests
upon a higher basis than the natural. He is not only the
Lord's by creation, but he is His by redemption. As a
redeemed subject, he is under the most imperious obligation
to consecrate his ransomed being to the service of his
Redeemer. "You are not your own," says the Apostle; "for
you are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
bodies, and in your souls, which are His." Could any
argument be so convincing, or any plea so touching, why we
should dedicate to Jesus' service our entire being? Bought
with a price so precious- ransomed at a cost so immense-
can we hesitate for a moment compliance with the call,
"Son, go work today in my vineyard"?

Oh, did we more vividly realize what it cost Jesus to make
us what we are- delivering us from the curse, rescuing us
from condemnation, paying our whole debt, and "opening
the kingdom of heaven to all believers"- it would not be the
question of a moment how much we should do, or how
much we should suffer, or how much we should give, as an
act of consecration, and as an expression of gratitude to
Him, "who, though He was rich, for our sakes became poor,
that we through His poverty might be made rich.”

Called to be saints, with the especial and effectual call of the

Spirit, implies that, henceforth, we are Christ's servants, and
that His most free service is our highest ambition, our
supremest delight, and our richest reward. Christians, in
general, realize so faintly what Jesus has done and suffered
for them, that the sense of obligation to enlist in His service,
to advance His kingdom, and to vindicate His truth, is
correspondingly faint; and the result is, a withholding-
Ananias-like, of a 'part of the price," all of which- without the
slightest reservation should be laid at Jesus' feet. Called,
then, with so high a calling as a saint- adopted to so high a
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dignity as a son of God- the obligation to service, the most
demanding and self-denying, for Christ, allows not of a
moment's hesitation or demur.

And when to these grounds- upon which Christ's claim to the
consecration of our people, our intellect, our substance,
rests- is superadded the hope of glory, the inheritance of
heaven, the "forever with the Lord," the obligation is
complete. What more could be added to render the bond
more solemn, the reasoning more conclusive, the plea more
irresistible? The reward of Christ's servant distances all
conception, outvies all description. "Eye has not seen, nor
ear heard, neither has it entered into the heart of man to
conceive, the things which God has prepared"” for him who
serves the Lord Christ here. "If any man serve me, him will
my Father honor.” "Where | am, there shall also my servant
be." "Be faithful unto death, and | will give you a crown of
life that fades not away."

"To every man his work." Thus we are taught our
individuality. It is a personal service, a service for the
Lord, the discharge, responsibility, and account of which
cannot possibly be transferred to another. "Son, go work in
my vineyard," is the Lord's address to every individual
Christian. None are exempt. "To every man his work" -and
not another's. The important question with each one, then,
should be "Lord, what will You have me to do? Show me,
Lord, my work; then furnish me with the gift and grace it
demands." And do you think that the Master and Owner of
the Vineyard will leave you long in ignorance and suspense?
Oh no! There is too much to be done- "the field is the world"
and, with many a saint of God, the night of the grave is near
when no man can work. The sun of your life has far gone
down, and nothing is left to labor and suffer for Jesus in, but
the dim and shadowy twilight! Up, then, and work for Christ!

"To every man his work." You have yours. It may be as "a
teacher of babes;" or, to visit the sick and the dying; or, to
seek the wanderer, restore the fallen, and rescue the lost;
or, to be an evangelist, or a Christian minister, or a foreign
missionary, traveling to some far distant climate to unfurl
the standard of the cross amid the gross darkness and
degrading superstition and idolatry of a heathen world.
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Whether called to the highest post of Christian service
abroad, or to be a "hewer of wood and a drawer of water" at
home "anywhere, Lord, where | may best serve, and most
glorify and honor You!"

In thus working for Christ and for man, we best promote our
own spiritual life. The soul is as much created and fitted for
activity- the mind as much formed and adapted for service-
as the body. Yes, far more so. How often do we see the soul
putting forth a might and majesty almost superhuman at the
very moment that its mortal casement is falling in ruins from
around it! -the mind thus asserting its superiority to, and its
triumph over, the body. There are two classes of the graces
of the Spirit- the active and the passive; the former, find
their proper field and development in doing; the latter, in
enduring; the one, in service; the other, in suffering. It is
with the active graces this chapter especially deals. In
Christian work the active graces of love-zeal-patience-
fidelity-faith-and prayer are brought into appropriate and
vigorous action; and, thus employed, acquire development,
robustness, and growth.

Unemployed- allowed to vegetate and slumber- they grow
enfeebled and paralyzed, and the spiritual life of the soul
becomes retarded, stunted, and bedwarfed. But, as the
present chapter has exceeded its assigned limit, we must
hasten to conduct it to a conclusion by exhorting the reader
to listen to the call of providence and of grace which is none
other than the voice of Jesus- "Why do you stand all the day
idle? Son, go work today in my vineyard?"

Oh, there is much to be done for a fallen world, and for a
redeeming Christ! There is much land yet to be possessed.
Souls are hurrying fast to death- what are we doing to save
them? They are speeding rapidly to the judgment- what are
we doing to prepare them? "This is a day of glad tidings, and
we hold our peace." Satisfied of our conversion- if, indeed,
we are- we heed not and seek not the conversion of others!
Lord, deliver us from blood-guiltiness- the most terrible of
all blood- the blood of souls! "When | say unto the wicked,
you shall surely die; and you give him not warning, nor
speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his
life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his
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blood will I require at your hand.™

Solemn work! tremendous responsibility! appalling result!
Oh that, when we give in our account when our work is done
and our career is finished- we may, through grace, be
enabled to exclaim with the faithful Apostle- "I am clear
from the blood of all men!" Live, then, earnestly and lovingly
in the service of Christ, and rich will be your present, great
and glorious your future, reward. Your spiritual life-
deepened and enlarged- will be enriched and beautified with
many a precious fruit of righteousness; and your eternal life
decked and honored with a many jeweled crown- will grow
in knowledge, increase in happiness, and deepen in glory, as
the endless cycles of eternity roll round. "They that are wise
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that
turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever,"
"And he brought him to Jesus."

"What can | give to Jesus,

Who gave Himself for me?
How can | show my love to Him
Who died on Calvary?

"I'll give my heart to Jesus

In childhood's tender spring:

I know that He will not despise
So mean an offering.

"I'll give my soul to Jesus,

And calmly, gladly rest

Its youthful hopes and fond desires
Upon His loving breast.

"I'll give my mind to Jesus,
And seek in thoughtful hours,
His Spirit's grace to consecrate
Its early, opening powers.

"I'll give my strength to Jesus,

Of foot, and head, and wiill;

Run where He sends, and ever strive
His pleasure to fulfill.
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"I'll give my time to Jesus;

Oh that each hour might be
Filled up with holy work for Him
Who spent His life for me!

"I'll give my wealth to Jesus:
It is little | possess;

But all I am and all I have,
Dear Lord, accept and bless.

"And if, O dearest Jesus,

Long life to me is given,

Your missionary let me be,

To win some precious souls for Thee,
And win them through eternity

To praise Your name in heaven."
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THE LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF SPIRITUAL LIFE by Octavius
Winslow

" Sickness, The Succor and Soothing of Spiritual Life"

"Beloved, | wish above all things that you may prosper and be in health,
even as your soul prospers." -3 John 2.

Thereis, perhaps, no picture of spiritual life in which its lights and shadows
more strangely meet, or more harmoniously blend, than the one selected for
the present chapter of our work. Certainly, there is no affliction in which
sympathy, succor, and soothing, are more imperiously demanded; or, in
which the grace and fruit of spiritual life are more conspicuous and rich,
than the season and suffering of bodily sickness. Taking a comprehensive
view of the subject, the circle to which this chapter will apply isillimitable.

Bodily disease, in some one or more of its complicated and countless
forms, is apart of the sad inheritance bequeathed by our fallen Parent, of
which every individual of the human raceis heir. "All the world," says
England's Poet, "is a stage, and all the men and women merely players,” in
the great drama of life, the scenes and issues of which are indescribably
solemn and momentous! With equal truth, and by afigure yet more
expressive, the world may be described as a vast Hospital, of which al are
patients. But the present object limits our illustration of this subject to the
"household of faith" sickness being one of the most common trials, as one of
the most certain tests and helps, of spiritual life.

It was to such an one the beloved Gaius- the loving Apostle addressed the
present epistle. How instructive and touching his words! "Beloved, | wish
above all things that you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul
prospers.” The connection of bodily disease with soul health will at once
suggest itself to the thoughtful reader. In the history of the believer's
gpiritual life, physical disease and spiritual health would seem almost
convertible terms- as closely united and as reciprocally dependent the one
upon the other as the body and soul itself. Sickness, viewed in the abstract-
and apart from its hallowed results- is not athing to be desired. And Bunyan-
that wise and holy man, who at one period of hislife derived so great a
blessing from a season of illness- was betrayed into the unwise act of asking
God for such another discipline! Thus awise man may not always be wise.
The Apostle would seem to have falen into a similar mistake when three
times be prayed for the removal of adispensation of trial, the existence and
prolongation of which, God saw the absolute necessity.

Oh, these examples should teach us to desire nothing- to seek nothing- to
ask for nothing, less or more, than that God, in His infinite wisdom and
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goodness, knows we need, and sees fit to send. It is not proper or wiseto
pray for any evil that good might spring from it. Our duty, as our wisdom,
simply is, to be still, committing al our concerns to the government of God,
placing all our affairsin our Father's hands, who istoo wiseto err in
counsel, and too good to be unkind in discipline. As our present object isto
show how promotive bodily disease and suffering are of spiritua life, and to
suggest such succourings and soothing as this most painful discipline
demands, let us at once approach the subject.

We must remark, in the outset, that, in the sovereignty of God, sickness has
often proved a means of conversion. Speaking figuratively, the sick-bed has
become a converting-bed. Withdrawn by disease from the world's busy hum-
its absorbing interests, its busy engagements, its ambitious hopes- to the
guiet seclusion, the restless couch, the sleepless pillow, of asick-room, the
Holy Spirit approaches, and, amid the scene of pain and languor, of gloom
and depression, commences that marvellous work of spiritual quickening
which isto end in the soul's perfect and eternal health. And here the first
pulse of spiritual life beats- and the first conviction of sin isfelt- and the first
tear of penitenceis shed- and the first prayer for pardon is breathed- and the
first look of faith is exercised- and the first thrill of loveisinspired; and
JESUS, that great Physician, has- as was His way when upon earth- made
the body's physical disease the occasion and the channel of the soul's
spiritual health.

Thus God, in the wonder-working of His sovereign grace, has brought that
poor sinner to review penitentially his past life- to reflect thoughtfully upon
his present condition- and to take a close, solemn, and realizing view of
eternity! and in the agony of his soul to fly to Jesus- to look- believe and be
saved; and from that sick-bed he has arisen anew creature in Christ Jesus-
thanking God for his sickness through all time and through all eternity.

And who can fully describe the hallowed results of sicknessin the
experience of the advanced Christian? The quickening of his spiritual life-
the deepening of the work of grace- the stirring up of the spirit of prayer- the
recall of the truant heart to God- the self-acquaintance and sin-loathing- and
the increased sense of Christ's preciousness are sacred and costly results of
the sanctified discipline of sickness.

That illness has, perhaps, rescued from an existing evil, or has averted a
threatening one. It required this 'decoy of health' to raise you from some
profound depth- or to rescue you from some yawning precipice- or to place
you in some yet loftier position of power and usefulness in the Church and
in the world. And so the sickness of the body has, by its sanctified influence,
guickened and advanced the spiritual life of the soul- and thus has, perhaps,
proved the greatest boon, the most salutary and precious visitation of your
life!

We have observed that, there are few experiences of the Christian in which
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the lights and shadows of his spiritual life meet and blend with such
remarkable and perfect harmony as in the hour of sickness. Here are bodily
disease-physical languor-torturing pain-and extreme nervousness; and, for a
while, al objects, temporal and spiritual, and all beings, the closest and the
fondest, are viewed through a jaundiced and distorted medium- the mind is
shaded, the heart unstrung- and shadows, many and dark, dance upon the
walls of that lone chamber, and fall thick and fast around that pillow of
suffering. Hard thoughts of God are cherished- wrong interpretations of His
providence are indulged- it is the "fourth watch of the night, and Jesus has
not come!" and Satan, taking advantage of bodily suffering, mental
despondency, and the temporary absence of Jesus, is hurling awhole quiver
of fiery darts at his poor, enfeebled, and degjected victim!

These are the shadings of the scene. But, are there no lightsin the picture?
no bright touches of the Artist's Divine pencil? Oh yes! many and brilliant!
and all the more brilliant from the dark shadows which have so thickly
pencilled it, the effect of which has been to bring into bolder relief the great
and essential features of the scene. Let ustrace them.

Thefirst bright light illumining the picture is the submission of the will.
The conflict has been long and painful, the struggle terrible and severe- but,
grace has conquered- God's will has triumphed! "Not my will, O my Father,
but Y ours be done," is now the music of the soul- the sacred anthem pealing
from that sick pillow. Oh what a beauteous light is this- how pure, how
brilliant! Angels, methinks, look down from heaven's glory to gaze upon the
light of grace thus bathing that scene of suffering and languor. "The cup
which my Father has given me, shall | not drink it?"

When Dr. Payson was asked by afriend, in a season of severeillness, if he
could see any particular reason for the present dispensation, he replied- "No;
but | am aswell satisfied asif | could see ten thousand. God's will is the very
perfection of all reason.” Sublime reply! God's will- be it His permitting or
His approving will- is the perfection of infinite wisdom, righteousness, and
love; and therefore must do right, and cannot do wrong! Beloved, in your
present mystery of suffering and season of languor, be your experience that
of the pious Payson; yet higher and holier still- that of our Lord and Savior-
"May Your Will Be Done!"

Oh, what words can describe, or imagery depict, the perfect peace, the
sweet repose which, like the gentle dawn of light, or the soft zephyr of
evening, will steal calmly over your soul the moment the conflict of the will
ceases, and, in suffering and weakness, you are brought to "Lie passivein
His hands, And know no will but Higl"

The discipline of patience is another light blending with the shadows of
sickness. No unimportant or untimely grace of the Spirit isthis; the
development and culture of which finds no school more appropriate, or
discipline more effectual, than that of 'pining sickness." The continuous
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endurance of unmitigated pain- the prolonged and deathly weakness- the
failure of skill and remedies to promote a cure- the morbid irritability and
fretting amost inseparable from the prolongation of suffering- and the
remembrance of duties neglected, of affairs deranged, of expenses incurred-
al conspire to render the discipline of patience the most needed and
precious; and when attained, to shed one of the most luminous graces of the
Spirit upon the shaded picture of bodily disease.

Patience is one of those flowers of the wilderness, springing up from the
seed of heaven, which never grows so truly or blooms so lovely, as amid the
sharp, cutting bursts of affliction. "The trying of your faith works patience.
But let patience have her perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing." "In your patience possess you your souls." "Lord, subdue
my impatience and rebellion, and grant that, in this hour of pain and
uneasiness, | may wait Y our time and mode of recovery; and that, the true
posture and acknowledgment of my soul may be that of Y our servant David-
‘Surely | have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his
mother: my soul is even as aweaned child."'

The strengthening and increase of faith constitutes one of the brightest
lightsin the picture of spiritual life- and nowhere does that light glow with a
richer luster than on a sick-bed. It requires no small faith, beloved, fully to
believe that you are a sick one whom Jesus loves. "Lord, he whom Y ou love
issick," isaprecious declaration, as applicable to you as it was to Lazarus.

L ove blew upon the health that fades; love permitted the pain that afflicts;
love appointed the disease that wastes; love, and nothing but love, has done
ital. "Whom | love, | rebuke and chasten. Whom the Lord loves he
chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives." Thus, when fever is
consuming, and pain is torturing, and the nerves are quivering, and the mind
Is desponding, and the harpsichord of the soul hangs mournfully and silently
upon the willow, it demands no little exercise of faith in the unchanging
love, infinite wisdom, and righteous government of God to feel that it is all
well!

But, thislight shall not be lacking amid the deep shadows now gloomily
draping the spiritual life of your soul. Faith shall triumph; for thereis Onein
heaven "now to appear in the presence of God for us;" and, in virtue of
Christ's present intercession, your faith, tried though as by fire, shall not fail,
but shall rise superior to the slow process of decay, and grow brighter and
stronger as the shadows fall, and strength fails- heaven thus opening and
letting down such streams of glory around your sick and languid pillow as
that faith, which is "the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of
things not seen,” shall exclaim- "My heart and my flesh fails: but God is the
strength of my heart, and my portion forever." Thus, "though our outward
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.

"But a brighter light playing amid these darkling shadows is- the sensible,
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manifested presence of Jesus in the sick chamber of the disciple whom He
loves. Yes, Heisthere! Heisthere as the Refiner- watching and tempering
with unwearied eye and infinite skill the furnace fire of the sufferer. Heis
there as the Shepherd- guarding this tempted one of His flock, that no power
pluck it from His hands. He is there to succor with His grace, to soothe with
His love, to illumine with His presence, to cheer with His voice, and to
encircle with His everlasting arms, the feeble, suffering, fainting child of His
heart. "Lo! | am with you aways."

The glory brought to God by along and lingering illness, eternity alone
can fully reveal- and thisis the brightest light of all, gilding and softening
the shadows that drape the sick and dying-bed of a believer in Jesus. The
sick-bed, the languid couch, of a saint of God is the most powerful and
impressive pulpit in the land! No sacred rostrum of the most eloquent
preacher gives utterance to such a sermon as issues from thence! The
assembly waiting upon itsinstructionsis large! Children and families,
friends and neighbors, the Church below and the Church above, intent upon
the scene, are waiting and watching, as with bated breath, the practical
testimony to the reality and power of Christianity as adivinely sustaining,
soul elevating, death-conquering religion- to the comfort of the divine
promises- to the faithfulness of God- and to the sustaining grace and human
sympathy of Christ- borne from this touching and solemn stand-point of life.
The meekness and patience, the submission to the divine will, and the
animating hope of glory, witnessed in that scene of debility, restlessness, and
pain, speak with an argument more convincing than an Apostl€'s reasoning,
and with an eloquence and pathos more winning than an angel's voice.

God is glorified in the fires, and the Name of the Lord Jesus is magnified.
Sick and suffering saint of God! your couch stands upon the borders of that
blessed land, the "inhabitants of which shall no more say, | am sick." Shrink
not from the near approach of the "last enemy!" hisformislovely- hisvoice
Is soothing- his dart is stingless- and his mission amission of love- sent to
open your cage and set your spirit free- free as the dove soaring to its dove-
cote in heaven! "Oh that | had wingslike adove! then would | fly away, and
be at rest."

"When languor and disease invade
This trembling house of clay,

It is sweet to look beyond our cage
And long to fly away.

"Sweet to look inward, and attend
The whispers of Hislove;

Sweet to look upward to the place
Where Jesus pleads above.

"Sweet to reflect how grace divine

My sins on Jesus laid!
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