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GLIMPSES OF THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN
JESUS

PREFACE

The title of the present volume will sufficiently explain its
character and design. Unlike the previous productions of the
same pen, it presents no continuity of subject- each chapter
forming a uniting link in the chain of the discussion; but it
exhibits a variety of themes, having no essential relation to
each other, except that which the rays of light may be said
to possess- each flowing from the same source, and
converging to the same center. The Lord Jesus Christ is the
Sun of the Christian system. He is the Fountain and the
embodiment of all divine and spiritual truth. Every truth
proceeds from, and leads to, him. The mind is furnished with
real knowledge in proportion to its advance in the
'knowledge of Christ Jesus'. We hesitate not emphatically to
affirm, that there is absolute darkness in the soul of man- be
his attainments in human knowledge profound and brilliant
as they may; if "God, who commanded the light to shine out
of darkness, has not shined in his heart to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.” Oh! what is the real value of all his boasted
knowledge apart from this?

What though the philosopher has ransacked all the
mysteries of nature, if he is yet ignorant of the God of
nature, as revealed through Christ? What though the
astronomer revels amid the glories of the material heavens,
if he is experimentally unacquainted with the path by which
he may arrive at the glories of the heaven of heavens? What
though the geometrician may be able to measure all
quantity, if he has not bestowed a serious thought upon the
measureless eternity upon which he is soon to enter? And
what though the physician, skilled in the science of healing,
Is able to baffle every form of bodily disease, if he has no
knowledge, in the cure of his own spiritual distemper, of the
balm that is in Gilead, and of the Physician who is there? We
ask, what real good, as it regards themselves, does it avail ?
None whatever. See the vanity of all human knowledge,
weighed with the momentous interests of an eternal world,
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except that which makes us it wise unto salvation.

It has been the aim of the writer in the following pages to
exhibit this all-important truth, prominently and in various
points of light. The work, in consequence, may be found to
address itself more immediately to an unrenewed state of
mind, or to a mind theoretically, but not experimentally,
acquainted with the gospel, than perhaps may please the
taste, or realize the expectation of some. Nevertheless, the
writer trusts, that minds matured in grace may here and
there obtain a glimpse of Jesus and of his truth- dim and
imperfect though it may be- which, with the accompanying
blessing of the Holy Spirit, will instruct and comfort, sanctify
and stimulate the soul in the heavenly way.

It is proper briefly to allude to the history of this work.
Scotland is its birth-place. It contains the substance of a few
discourses which the author delivered from the pulpit of
different Christian denominations, during a recent visit to
that magnificent and interesting land. Yielding to the desire
of several, for whom he cherishes the tenderest Christian
love- albeit, in this instance, he may not commend the
partiality of their judgment- they are snatched from
assigned oblivion, and now appear in another, and a
permanent form. The author has no idea that the solicitation
of friends to publish is always a valid plea for inflicting a new
volume upon the public. Nor has it in the present case, he
thinks, blinded his eye to the very imperfect manner in
which he has performed his task. And yet but for this
prompting, which he would sincerely trace to a higher
influence, he had never undertaken it. If, however, the same
blessed Spirit who condescended to speak by these truths
from the pulpit, will, to the same extent, speak by them
from the press, the utmost wish of the author's heart will be
granted. He cannot refrain from saying, that his work is
literally ushered into the world upon the breath of prayer.
The intimations which he has received from various
quarters, of the especial and fervent supplications which
have been made in its behalf, encourage him to hope that
much glory to the Lord will accrue from this feeble
production of his pen.

The author cannot close this allusion to the origin of his
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volume, without being permitted to remark, that one, who
earnestly pleaded for its publication, has since then passed
away from earth, to the world of full revelation, of complete
holiness, and of perfect love. The event has had the effect,
he trusts, of imparting to his own mind, in tracing these
pages, more vivid and realizing views of eternity. Strange
though it may appear, he has felt a consciousness of her
nearness, more palpable and sweet, than when last he
bowed with her at the throne of grace, and in the midst of
her own domestic circle. The home of the glorified is of more
easy access, in the spirit's travel, than any home of earth. In
the realization of faith, and in the anticipations of hope, and
in the yearnings of love, Heaven is a nearer point. It is with
the immaterial that we have communion; it is with mind that
we converse; it is with spirit that we blend. And the more
full their development, and the more complete their nature,
the sweeter is the communion, and the higher is the
enjoyment. And yet, though thus exercising that "faith which
Is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen," we are forced to exclaim, "O the mystery of the
invisible world! Where are the loved, the beautiful, and the
holy, who have flitted from us and have disappeared? Do
they know us- do they see us- do they attend us- do they
love us still?

But this we do know- that they are holy and happy, for they
are with Christ, and are like him. And of this, too, we may
be well assured, that to us the awful mystery will soon be
explained; and we who are now wondering at the departed,
will be 'wondered at,’ for we shall mingle with the 'spirits of
just men made perfect,' 'knowing even as we are known.'

But let us follow her, as she followed Christ. She loved the
Lord- she lived for the Lord- and she waited and looked for
the coming of the Lord- and now she is forever with the
Lord. She needs not these partial and shadowy ‘glimpses of
the truth as it is in Jesus;" for the full, the unclouded vision
of the Lamb is hers. She has passed within the veil, where
the Forerunner had for her entered, and she has ‘come to
Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant,' and she sees him,
not 'through a glass darkly,’ -but face to face. Her posture
was always that of a lowly sinner, leaning in simple faith
upon the atoning work of Immanuel. Her natural amiability
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and loveliness, great and admired as they were, never
concealed from her view the plague of her own heart, nor
beguiled her from the great truth, that only as she stood in
the righteousness of the incarnate Son, could she appear
with acceptance in the presence of the holy Lord God.

Never was there an instance of more entire laying down of
self at the foot of the cross, drawing from it the motives that
led to a simple and unreserved surrender to the Lord. Thus
clothed in the "righteousness of God," we believe that she is
‘without fault before the throne," adoring the grace that
brought her there.
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GLIMPSESOF THE TRUTH ASIT ISIN JESUS by Octavius Winslow

"TheVoice of the Charmer"

"Their poison islike the poison of a serpent: they are like the deaf adder that
has stopped its ears, that will not heed the voice of the charmer, however
skillful the enchanter may be." Psalm 58:4-5

How gloriousis the nature, and what an inestimable blessing to man,
socially and individually considered, isthe Gospel of Christ! Itisa
revelation of the most stupendous expedient, and a solution of the
profoundest problem that ever interested the heart, or engaged the thought of
the Eternal Mind. The salvation of guilty man secured in away consistent
with infinite holiness- the claims of stern justice reconciled with the
pleadings of divine mercy- the moral government of God vindicated- and
love, the favorite perfection of his nature, indulged- form the one sublime
and precious theme of which it speaks in strains of newborn and unheard of
melody. Well does the Holy Spirit entitle it, the "glorious Gospel of the
blessed God." Thus, while this Gospel isto the sinner the golden chain of
grace lowered to the very depth of hiswretchedness and woe, itisan al-
encircling shield thrown around the purity and the honor of that Being to
whose nature it assimilates, and to whose communion it lifts him.

And yet, strange to say, man, the only creature personally interested in this
wondrous revelation, is of all intelligences the |least astonished at its glories,
or affected by its appeals. Angels scan its mysteries, and adore- devils
believe its announcements, and tremble; but man, whom it most deeply
concerns, and to whom it is especially sent, "will not heed the voice of the
charmer, however skillful the enchanter may be." May the Spirit of truth and
love impart his own blessing, while we proceed to consider the nature of the
gospel charm, and the guilt and consequences of its wilful neglect.

By every reflective and right-thinking mind, the gospel will be regarded as
the most invaluable boon God ever bestowed upon our nation, whileits
withdrawal would be the greatest calamity that could arrest its prosperity and
blight its happiness. The unenlightened philosopher, the political economist,
and the wily statesman, may dispute the justness of this sentiment; but man's
unbelief cannot invalidate God's truth. Let God be true, and every man
whose opinions contravene His veracity, be aliar, rather than that God were
false. The gospel has made us, as a nation, all that we are- great, privileged,
and free. Her greatness, her privileges, and her freedom, Britain owes not to
the wisdom of her legidlation, to the influence of her letters, or to the
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prowess of her military; but to Christianity, and to Christianity alone. But for
this, she had still been classed with the idolatrous nations of the east. When
the great apostle of the Gentiles planted his foot upon her shores, and, amid
the heathen altars and idolatrous shrines consecrated to Woden, to Thor, and
to Tuesco, proclaimed the gospel of Jesus Christ, he laid the foundation of

al her future glory.

And although there have been periods in her remarkable history when the
pale star of Popery has seemed in the ascendant, and the sun of gospel truth
has for awhile been obscured, yet the morning has again dawned- a morning
without clouds'- and emerging from beneath the veil of night, it has shone
forth with increased power and splendor, covering with overwhelming
defeat every attempt to banish it from the land. And so it will continue to
confound its enemies until the last conquest it achieves shall usher in the
coming of the Son of man.

We might also adduce the history of the Western World as affording another
evidence of the gospel as a national blessing. Contrast the present elevated
moral, intellectual, and social condition of America, with the period, but
recent, when the Indian paddled his canoe along her majestic waters, and the
smoke of hisrude wigwam, and the yell of his senseless worship, rose amid
the stillness and the gloom of his unbroken forests; and to the inquiry, "What
has so rapidly advanced, and so far elevated her in the scale of civilized
nations?' we unhesitatingly reply, "the glorious gospel of the blessed God,"
planted upon her shores by the labors, and nourished by the prayers, the
sacrifices, and the tears of the Pilgrim Fathers, of whom the world was not
worthy. We have made and have given this prominence to these remarks,
feeling their importance and necessity.

There exists a marvellous tendency to undervalue the influence of
Christianity as agreat national blessing. Civilization, education, and science
are thrust forward, as though all our greatness and true glory had been
achieved by, and would be perpetuated through, them. It is alarming to think
of the progress which these semi-infidel views are making. But as the gospel
alone made, so the gospel alone can preserve us what we are. Christianity is
the basis of our institutions, and the bulwark of our strength. Our very
existence as a nation depends upon it. The setting of this sun, to change the
figure, would be the precursor of afearful night of moral and intellectual
gloom, the signal for every foul spirit of darkness to emerge from his hiding
place, and stalk in triumph through the land. Let us hold fast the pure gospel.
Nothing but its diffusion can retain it in our midst. No civil power can
preserveit. It must take hold on the masses, it must enthrone itself on the
hearts, embody itself in the intellects, and incorporate itself with the habits
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of the people. To attain this end, we must circulate the Bible, sustain the
divineinstitution of the Christian ministry, live the gospel individualy, and
be more earnest and united in prayer for a deeper baptism of the Holy Spirit
upon our churches.

But it is of the relation of man to the gospel, as an individual, and not as a
society, we are particularly to speak in the present chapter. And in the
foreground let us contemplate the charming Savior whom the gospel revedls,
the Savior of God's providing, and in al points of view a gift worthy of so
great and glorious a Giver. There are two passages of God's word which
convey to the mind the most forcible and exalted views of the persona
excellence and dignity of the Lord Jesus, at which we may give arapid
glance. Thefirst portrays his matchless beauty, the second his
incomprehensible greatness. "Y ou are fairer than the children of men: grace
Is poured into your lips; therefore God has blessed you forever," Psalm 45:2.

This doubtless refers to the perfection of his human excellence. As man, his
beauty transcends the loveliest of human beings- "fairer than the children of
men." Their beauty is mixed; hisis pure. Theirsis derived; hisisfrom
himself. Theirs decays; hisisimperishable. His body prepared by God; his
mind filled with all the wisdom, grace, and holiness of the Spirit- he stands
forth the "bright and morning star," the perfect, peerless Son of man. O for
an eye to see and admire his excellence! and not admire only, but to imitate.
Ofor graceto lie at hisfeet, and learn from his meekness! to lean on his
bosom and drink of hislove; to set the Lord always before us, never moving
the eye from this perfect model, but ever aiming to transcribe its lineaments
upon our daily life. Yes! you are "fairer than the children of men!" you
altogether lovely One! And as| gaze upon your perfections, wandering from
beauty to beauty, my admiration increases, and my love deepens, until, in
the assurance of faith, and in the transport of joy, | exclaim, "thisis my
Beloved, and thisis my Friend."

Respecting his superior nature, not less clear and emphatic is the declaration
of hisessential greatness. "No man knows the Son but the Father," Matt.
11:27. Surely these words are sufficient to remove all doubt as to his Deity.
Were he only man, with what truth could it be affirmed of him, that "no man
knows the Son?" It is the property of an angel, that he understands the
angelic nature; and of man, that he understands the human nature. It isthe
perfection of God that He only understands the nature of God. Who, then,
but the Infinite, can measure the infinite greatness of the Son of God? The
loftiest created imagination, the mightiest human intellect, the profoundest
angelic research, falsinfinitely short of what heis. The Father alone knows
the Son, because heis of the same nature and mind with the Father.
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Beware of holding this doctrine lightly. A more important one- one more
glorious or more precious, asks not the confidence of your faith. Hold it fast,
even as the vessdl in the storm clings to its anchor. This gone, the next
mountain wave drives you upon the quicksand of doubt and perplexity, and
then where are you? Consider how important must be that single truth, on
which the value, the preciousness, and the efficacy of all other truths depend.
Such atruth is the Godhead of Christ.

How glorious an object, then, isthis Savior, whom the gospel thus reveals! It
istrue his essential greatness, like the peace which he himself gives,
"surpasses all understanding;” yet like that peace, he may be known, though
he cannot be measured. "We may know experimentally,” as Owen
beautifully remarks, "that which we cannot know comprehensively; we may
know that in its power and effect, which we cannot comprehend in its nature
and depths. A weary person may receive refreshment from a spring, who
cannot fathom the depth of the ocean from where it proceeds.” That thisis
true of the "love of Christ, which surpasses knowledge,” is equally true of
the person of Christ himself, whom "no man knows but the Father." Think
not that all his beauty is concealed. They, in whom it has pleased the Father
to reveal his Son, "behold his glory;" they "see the King in his beauty;" the
discovery of his excellence often captivates their soul, and the sense of his
love often cheers their hearts; while in lively faith and joy they exclaim, "I
am my Beloved's, and my Beloved ismine."

Take one more view of Him who is the "chief among ten thousand.” Look at
his sinless, yet real humanity; without a single taint, yet sympathizing with
al the conditions of ours: afflicted in our afflictions; tempted in our
temptations; infirm in our infirmities; grieved in our griefs; "wounded for
our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities;" and now that heisin glory,
still cherishing a brother's heart, bending down his ear to our petitions, ever
standing near to catch our sighs, to dry our tears, to provide for our needs, to
guide us by his counsel, and afterwards to receive usto glory. O what a
Savior is Jesus Christ! Wonder not, my readers, that when he is known, all
other beings are eclipsed; that when his beauty is seen, all other beauty
fades; that when hislove isfelt, he becomes supremely enthroned in the
affections; and that to know him more, is the one desire of the renewed
mind, and to make him more known, is the one aim of the Christian life.

What charming tidings, too, does the gospel announce! Take the doctrine of
PARDON, the very mention of which thrills the soul with gladness. Pardon
through the blood-shedding of God's dear Son for "all manner of sin," and
for the chief of sinners! What myriads have gone to glory, exulting with
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their expiring breath in those mel odious words, "the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanses us from all sin!" Isthere no music in this declaration to the
ear of a sin-burdened soul? And when the called children of God behold in
that blood of Immanuel- the sea which has drowned al their sins, the
fountain which has cleansed all their guilt, the source of their reconciliation,
the cause of their peace, and the ground of their access- is not the gospel a
joyful sound to their ears?

And yet how few livein the full enjoyment of this truth, "You will cast all
my sins behind your back." "Y ou have forgiven al their iniquity." "I have
blotted out as a cloud your transgressions, and as a thick cloud your sins."”
Precious truth! Since God has spoken it, faith exclaims, "I believeit. On this
| can live holily, and on this | can die happily."The Gospel speaks, too, of a
RIGHTEOUSNESS which places the believing sinner in a state of complete
justification- a righteousness better than that of Moses, and superior to that
of angels, because it is the "righteousness of God Himself."

Among the many glorious names which our Immanuel bearsis, "JEHOVAH
our Righteousness.” He is made from God the righteousness of his people.
Astheir law-fulfiller, obeying; astheir surety, suffering in their stead, they
become the righteousness of God in Him, so that the very name itself which
Jesus bears in connection with our justification becomes ours. "In those days
shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and thisis the name
by which she shall be called, Jehovah our Righteousness.” Thus the believer
wears the clothing, and takes the name of Him, who is emphatically the
husband of his Church. See how complete sheisin him- Colos. 2:10. How
glorious- Eph. 5:7. How lovely, Ezek. 16:14. In this righteousness sheis
exalted, Psalm. 139:16; and in thisit is her privilege greatly to regjoice, Isa.
41:10.

Is this righteousness yours, my reader? Have you cast aside the defiled,
worm-eaten garment in which by nature you stand; and are you clothed in
the fine linen, clean and white, which is the righteousness of the saints?
Search and see! Y ou may have gone far in aprofession of Christ, inavisible
enrolment among his people; and yet were the King to enter the banqueting
room where you sit partaking the symbols of his death, to see the guests, it is
possible that in view of his solemn, searching inspection, you may be found
not having on the righteousness of Christ.

But if you have renounced your own merits, and have fled entirely from
yourself to Jesus, then to this sweet note of the joyful sound, your heart
responds, exclaiming, "In the Lord have | righteousness;" "My soul shall
make her boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear thereof and be glad."
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Standing in this perfect, spotless robe, you will aim after alife
corresponding with a privilege so exalted; and whether living or dying, you
will be openly and manifestly the Lord's.

A FREE GRACE voice will possess a charm to the spiritual ear which no
word of man can fully express- and this is the true idea of the gospel. But for
this, what charm to a convinced sinner would the gospel of Jesus possess?
How could the rest, the privileges, and the blessings of this great charter of
divine mercy raise a solitary emotion of gladnessin the heart, were they not
the gratuities of the God of grace? What music, do you think, to the ear of a
condemned felon would be the pardon of his sovereign, were it upon terms
which the very circumstances of his case rendered unavailable? What a cruel
mockery would it be of his helplessness, and what a bitter taunting of his
woe! But stand upon the threshold of his gloomy cell, and read to him in
tones worthy of the announcement, a free, unconditional pardon; throw wide
open his door, knock off his chains, and "say to the prisoner, Go forth," with
no obligations imposed, but such as boundless goodness would dictate, and
such as deathless gratitude would recognize- loyalty to a sovereign so
gracious and benignant- and you do indeed bear to him glad tidings. You
irradiate his dark dungeon with brightness, and you fill his desolate heart
with joy. Such are the tidings which the Gospel proclaims.

Listen to it- eloquent are its accents: "By grace are you saved through faith,
and that not of yourselves, it isthe gift of God." "It is by faith that it might
be by grace." "Without money, and without price." "And when they had
nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both." *"Come and take of the water
of lifefreely." Areyou a self-destroyed, self-condemned, bankrupt sinner,
with, nothing to pay? Then may you exclaim, "Never was music so sweet to
me asthis! Salvation free! Redemption without money! Heaven without
creature merit! All springing from the heart of God, and flowing down
through the channel of the Savior's merits."

Asasystem of Divine and unfailing CONSOLATION, thereisacharmin
the gospel of Jesus of indescribable sweetness. Originating with that God,
not only whose name and whose perfection, but whose very essenceislove,
and who Himself isthe "God of all comfort," it must be a gospel of "strong
consolation,” commensurate with every conceivable sorrow of his people.

L et those testify who, amid the trials and the conflicts of their pilgrimage,
have thus experienced it. Indeed it isonly by thistest that its real character
can be estimated. As we can convey no adequate idea of sound to the deaf,
of color to the blind, or of life to the dead, neither can we by the most
elaborate reasoning or eloguent description, impart to amind estranged from
sorrow- if such there be- any proper conception of the magic power of the
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gospel, as a consummate system of the richest consolation and support.

But let a Christian be placed in circumstances of the deepest grief and sorest
trial- the bread and the water of affliction hisfood- the iron entering his soul-
the heart bereaved- the mind perplexed- the spirit dark- all human hopes
blighted, and creature cisterns failing him like a spring in the summer's
drought; then let the Spirit of God, the Divine Paraclete, open this box of
perfume, breathing into his soul the rich consolations, the precious promises,
the strong assurances, the divine counsels, and the glowing hopes which it
contains, and in amoment the light of love appearsin his dark cloud, his
fainting spirit revives, and all is peace!

Oh! that must be a charming gospel which can meet the necessities of man at
every point; whose wisdom no human perplexity can baffle, and whose
resources of sympathy and comfort, no case of suffering or of sorrow can
exhaust. Tried soul! repair to this unfailing spring of comfort. God speaks to
you in it- it isthe unsealing of the heart of Jesus- it is the still small voice of
the Spirit. It speaksto you- it bids you "cast your burden on the Lord, and he
will sustain you;" "Call upon him in the day of trouble, and he will answer
you." It assures you that amid, all your perplexing cares, "He cares for you."
It promises you that for your flint-paved path, your "shoes shall beiron and
brass;" and that "as your days are, so shall your strength be." It tells you that
a"woman may forget her nursing child, yet God will not forget you;" that in
al your assaults, you shall dwell on high, your place of defense shall be the
munitions of rocks;" and that though hemmed in on every side by a
besieging foe, and al other supplies cut off, yet "your bread shall be given
you, and your water shall be sure." It invites you to lay your griefs and weep
out your sorrows upon the bosom of Jesus, and so "leaning upon your
Beloved, ascend from the wilderness.” O to be led into the heart-felt
experience of these truths, even while passing through billows of sorrow to a
martyr's flames!

Not the least important and endearing element of the Gospel to a believer's
heart, isits HOLINESS. All its truths to him are precious, because the
tendency of all isto sanctify. What to him were its soothing consolations
dissevered from its holy precepts? What were its comfort, if that comfort
were secured at the expense of holiness? What though it dried his tears, but
did not subdue his corruptions? What though it assuaged the fountain of his
grief, while it left that of his sins unchecked? Its greatest charm were gone!
No; he would desire guidance, instruction, and consolation, only so far as
they advanced his divine conformity.

He longs, he pants, he prays, to be aholy child of God. That he so often and
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so far misses his mark- that he is so frequently foiled, disappointed, and
forced back, in his strivings after sanctification, isto him the bitterest of
bitter sorrows. But when at any time, and in any degree, heis enabled
through grace to "do the will of God from the heart," and when in the great
conflict of faith he advances to the foe, and covers that advance with glory,
or retreats only to eclipse the glory of his advance, a shout more full of
music never rose to heaven, than that which breaks from his adoring lips,
"Thanks be to God who gives us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ."

The "charmers,” from whose lips this divine melody proceeds, are the true
ministers of Christ, whom he has chosen, called, and furnished with grace
and gifts, and to whom he has committed a dispensation of the gospel. Their
appointment is from God; their succession is from Christ; their anointing for,
and designation to, the work are from the Holy Spirit. He himself, though a
minister of the Lord Jesus, is but an "earthen vessel," encompassed with, and
often well near crushed by, the infirmity of which heis, in common with
others, the subject. "For every high priest taken from among men, is
ordained for men, in things pertaining to God, . . . who can have compassion
on the ignorant, and on those who are out of the way; for in that he himself
Is compassed with infirmity."

Heis often alarmed by the thought, that truth so divine and so pure should
flow through a channel so earthly and so defiled; and that to an office so
spiritual, and to awork so great, he should bring grace so shallow, and
attainments so limited. Y et God has placed him in the office; and athough
tempted at times to relinquish his high trust, yet he is as often deterred by the
solemn voice of conscience, "Woeisunto me, if | preach not the gospel!"
But we would be far from conveying a gloomy representation of the office
and functions of the Christian ministry. It is true, many, influenced by sordid
and unworthy motives, seek admittance to the holy office; and that these
should find its sacred |abors distasteful and wearisome, is no marvel. But
there are others who can humbly adopt the language of their Master, "My
food and my drink are to do the will of Him who sent me, and to finish his
work."

They delight in their employment; they find their rest in their toil; and they
often reap their highest joy from that which is the cause of their deepest
sorrow. To proclaim that gospel which has often charmed his own soul- to
preach that Jesus, at times so precious to his own heart- to comfort others
with the comforts with which he himself has been comforted by God- to
wipe a solitary tear from the eye- to chase asingle grief from the heart- to
smooth adying pillow- to save a soul from death- to guide a saint to glory-
O to him it were worth amillion lives, were they even lives of tenfold toil
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and tria!

With all its solemn responsibilities, its wearisome labors, its painful
anxieties, its lonely sorrows, who would not be a gospel charmer? Who
would not, like Jesus, be anointed to preach good tidings unto the meek- to
bind up the broken-hearted- to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to those who are bound? With such a commission, and
beneath such anointing, isit any marvel that such a minister should, like the
apostle, look down from his lofty eminence with contempt upon the wisdom
of man and the learning of the schools, the moment they clashed with the
wisdom of God and the glory of the cross- that he should go forth, and to the
lettered and the ignorant, to the polished and the rude, make known nothing
but Christ crucified? These, then, are the "charmers." And of them the sweet
poet sings,

"How beauteous are their feet

Who stand on Zion's hill!

Who bring salvation on their tongues,

And words of peace reveal!

How charming is their voice!

How sweet the tidings are!

Zion, behold your Savior King!

He reigns and triumphs here."

But what isit to "charm wisely?' True wisdom has been defined that power
which accomplishes the greatest results by the ssmplest means. Then, hereis
wisdom! To save souls from eternal death, by the "foolishness of preaching,"
must be regarded as the highest point to which wisdom can soar. It is
recorded concerning the apostles, that they "so spoke, that a great multitude,
both of the Jews, and also of the Greeks, believed." They presented Christ so
prominently- they divided truth so skillfully- and they preached with such
power, point, and simplicity, that "multitudes were added to the Lord."

See with what contempt they looked down upon the unsanctified wisdom
and lore of thisworld! Addressing the Corinthians, their great leader could
say, "my speech and my preaching were not with enticing words of man's
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power." He charmed
wisely; and by the influence of his preaching, pagan altars were destroyed,
senseless idols were abandoned, the Pantheon and the Lyceum were
forsaken, and "a great ‘company of the priests were obedient to the faith;"
but it was not with the "wisdom of thisworld," in order that their "faith
should not stand in the wisdom of man, but in the power of God.

And why may not the same results in the employment of the same means be
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ours? Do we not preach the same gospel? Don't we deal with the same
intelligent and deathless mind? Don't we draw our motives and our appeals
from the same eternity? True, we possess neither the spirit of prophecy nor
the gift of miracles. We need them not. Nor did the apostlesin their grand
work of converting men to God. They never in a single instance quickened a
soul by the power of amiracle. The extraordinary gifts with which they were
endowed were bestowed for another and adifferent purpose. The cases of
our Lord and of his Forerunner are strikingly in point. The ministry of Jesus,
although attended by a succession of miracles the most brilliant and
convincing, resulted in fewer conversions than the ministry of John, who did
no miracle.

To what divine agency, then, did the apostles themselves trace the
extraordinary result of their preaching? To what, but the demonstration of
the Spirit? O for tongues of fire to proclaim the glad tidings of the gospel!
With such a Savior to make known- with such revelations to disclose- with
such souls to save- with such results to expect- isit of awonder that we
should speak with any other? To charm wisely, then, is so rightly to divide
God's word, as not to confound truth with error- so discriminatingly to
preach it, asto separate the precious from the vile- and so distinctly and
prominently to hold up the cross of Christ, as to save immortal souls. The
cross, the cross must be the central object exhibited in our ministry, to which
every eye must be directed, and before which al the glory of man must fade.

The Holy Spirit, too, must be more honored- his anointing more especially
sought- and his influence more earnestly insisted upon. Apart from this, no
ministry, be its character in other respects what it may, has any real power.
How poor athing it is, distinguished only by its learning, its genius, and its
eloquence, and destitute of the vital warmth, and impassioned earnestness,
and soul-subduing, and heart-awakening energy of the Holy Spirit! Weighed
in the balance of the sanctuary, itisaslight asair; estimated in view of the
judgment, it is an awful mockery.

But amost solemn part of this subject remains to be considered. We allude
to the reception which this heaven-sent message of reconciliation meets
from multitudes on whose external ear only its accents of melody fall. The
charge which God brings against such resolvesitself into the indictment of a
wilful neglect and rejection of thisimmense privilege. "Who will not heed
the voice of the charmer, however skillful the enchanter may be." The
character here alluded to has its classifications, to which, lest any should be
self-deceived in so momentous a matter, we will briefly advert.
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There are, in the first place, those who may be said to receive, and yet who
do actually regject the gospel of Jesus. Supposing ourselves addressing such,
we would present aline of argument somewhat like this; Y ou are not, in the
skeptical sense of the term, an unbeliever. In other words, you shudder at the
idea, and would resent the suspicion of being an infidel. Y ou believe the
Holy Scriptures to be a divine record, Christ "ateacher come from God,"
and the Christianity which he taught a heaven-authenticated record of the
doctrines to be believed and the precepts to be followed, essential to that
"holiness without which no one can see the Lord." And yet, strange to say,
notwithstanding all this, you are an unbeliever! Y our unbelief is of amost
alarming and fatal character; more ensnaring than that which saps the
foundation of Christianity; because, while it professesto credit itstruth, it
practically makesit alie, and thus fosters one of the most fatal delusions that
ever imperilled the immortal soul!

Do you live asif you believed the gospel to be true? What moral influence
does your professed belief exert over you? What shape and coloring does it
impart to your habits of reflection and of feeling? Y ou affirm that you
believe in the gospel; but upon what part of your conduct is the influence of
that belief felt and seen? Y ou declare that you have faith; but where areits
fruits? Alas! the moonbeams fall not more coldly and powerlessly upon the
sterile earth, than does the light which your intellectual faith sheds upon
your whole path to eternity. You live asif there were no God- no Savior- no
heaven- no hell- no death- no judgment- no eternity. Immersed in business
or intent upon wealth, panting for fame or eager in chase of pleasure, the
dread future, whose bleak, rock-bound coast you are each moment nearing,
isall, al forgotten.

Y ou consider yourself as arational, reasonable, and sane being. But isit
rational, reasonable, or sane, to merge the momentous interests of an ever-
enduring future in the fleeting shadows of a present moment? What a mere
fragment of your being is your present earthly life!l Compared with the
eternal future, it is as the particle of sand which the wind lifts and wafts from
the shore, or like adrop of the spray which it scatters from the ocean’'s wave.
And yet see how you live! And oh, how imperfectly you measure the great
work to be done with the brief moment allotted to its accomplishment! Y ou
vainly imaginethat it can all be crowded into, and accomplished within the
space of adying hour- that a business the most momentous that ever
engaged the thought or enlisted the feelings of man, may be safely deferred
until the period when the wasting away of sickness, and the fever of
delirium, the madness of convulsions, the writhings of pain, and the throbs
and throes of dissolving nature, shall task to the utmost all the powers of the
mind- oh, what sheer madnessis this!

http://www.gracegems.org/WINSLOW/The%20Voice%200f%20the%20Charmer.htm (11 of 13) [05/05/2006 10:59:03 p.m.]



http://www.gracegems.org/WINSL OW/The%20V oi ce%200f%20the%20Charmer.htm

See, then, to what your professed faith in the gospel of Christ brings you!
The devils believe, and tremble at what they believe. Y ou believe, and yet
tremble not! O what alie does your whole life give to your faith! The
decided irreligion, worldliness, and thoughtlessness, which make up its
history, prove your faith in the gospel to be a most woeful deception. It may
be a sound faith, as far as reason and philosophy go; but a mere assent of the
understanding to the truth is not the faith which the truth itself requires.

There are others, who profess no belief whatever in the gospel of Christ.
Theirsis an entire, open, undisguised rejection of this divine system of truth.
The atheist rgectsit, in his avowed disbelief of God's being- the infidel,
when he pronounces the Bible afiction, and Christianity alie- the Jew, when
he exclaims, "not Jesus, but Barabbas'- the Socinian, in his denia of the
Deity of the Son of God- the neologist and the transcendentalist, when they
betray the Savior with akiss. Thisclassisalarge one. It embracesinits
melancholy catalogue the careless, the indifferent, the scorner, the scoffer,
the worldling, the impenitent, the moralist, the pharisee- in aword, all- be
they the learned, the philosophical, the intellectual, the refined, or the
religious, according to the world's notion- all who are not born again of the
Spirit, and who are not exemplifying the power of the truth which is
according to godliness.

But thereisafeaturein thissin which impartsto it a still darker and more
fearful complexion. We alludeto itswilfulness. Thereisin it the exhibition
of awill not only totally unrenewed and unholy, but assuming an attitude of
positive and determined hostility to this wondrous message of God's grace.
Ponder the terms of thisindictment: "Their poison is like the poison of a
serpent: they are like the deaf adder that has stopped its ears, that will not
heed the voice of the charmer, however skillful the enchanter may be."

With this corresponds our Lord's description of the same character- "For the
hearts of these people are hardened, and their ears cannot hear and they have
closed their eyes— so their eyes cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and
their hearts cannot understand, and they cannot turn to me, and | should heal
them." O it isthiswilful rejection of the gospel of Jesus which more than all
demonstrates your deep degeneracy, and constitutes the most alarming
feature of your sin.

We can but briefly, in conclusion, advert to the appalling consequences of
thiswilful shutting of the ear against the sound of the gospel. They are most
effectively told in the words of God himself. Thus he describes the sin and
its punishment: "But they refused to listen to this message. They turned
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stubbornly away and put their fingersin their ears to keep from hearing.
They made their hearts as hard as stone, so they could not hear the law or the
messages that the Lord Almighty had sent them by his Spirit through the
earlier prophets. That iswhy the Lord Almighty was so angry with them.
Since they refused to listen when | called to them, | would not listen when
they called to me, saysthe Lord Almighty." Zech. 7:11-13. O ponder, |
beseech you, reader, these awful words, and no longer "pull away your
shoulder" from Christ's yoke, nor "stop your ears' against his voice.

n the New Testament, the record of mercy and of love, it isfearfully written,
"the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his
powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting
destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty
of his power 2 Thes. 1:7-9 Are you prepared for this?

But not with a note of terror would we close this chapter. The last vibration
that lingers on your ear shall be the "voice of the charmer." How rich the
mel ody!

"In strains as sweet as angels use,

The gospel whispers peace.”

And sweeter too, "Ho! every one that thirsts, come to the waters, and he that
has no money, come, buy and eat; yes, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price." O let your ear drink in this heavenly sound! It is
God himself who speaks. Every word isfrom his heart. "Look unto Me, all
you ends of the earth, and be saved, for | am God, and there is none else.”

L ook unto Jesus, and not to yourselves. Y ou stagger at your great
unworthiness. What were this but to suppose that you would never be
otherwise? No! Y our worthinessisin Christ- your merit isin Christ- your
righteousnessisin Christ- your beauty isin Christ- your salvationisin
Christ- al, al isin Jesus Christ. Out of him you are lost, and lost forever.
Through him, though you were the vilest sinner whom the Spirit of God ever
drew to the feet of Jesus, you may be saved, and saved forever!
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GLIMPSESOF THE TRUTH ASIT ISIN JESUS by Octavius Winslow

" Alone with Jesus"

And Jesus was |eft alone, with the woman still standing there. Jesus
straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?' "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do | condemn you,"
Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin." John 8:9-11

WEell did the trembling king of Israel exclaim, when with an air of tender
faithfulness the prophet placed before him the choice of those evils which
should mark hissin- "Let me fall into the hand of the Lord, for very great are
his mercies, but let me not fall into the hand of man." Every point of light in
which his decision can be viewed, justifies both its wisdom and its holiness.
It was wise: he knew that the Lord was his God: as such, he had long been
wont to deal with him in transactions the most solemn and confiding, and
thus, from knowledge and experience, he felt he could now safely trust in
him. It was holy: he saw that God was most righteous in punishing hissin,
and that in meekly submitting to that punishment which came more
immediately from the Lord, he was sympathizing with the equity of the
Divine Government, and was upholding the character of the "Judge of all the
earth" as "most upright." Guided by these considerations, he would rather
fall into the hands of the Lord, uplifted though they were to scourge.

Who has not made this prayer his own, and breathed it at the footstool of
mercy? The "tender mercies of the wicked are cruelty," but the severest
corrections of our Father are love. To be smitten by God isinfinitely better
to the believer than to be blest by man. The creature's affection often brings
with it a snare; and the honor which comes from man tends to nourish the
corrupt principle of depraved self. But whatever, in the experience of achild
of God, that may be which comes more directly from the Lord, it brings with
it its concealed but its certain and often unutterable blessing. O how safe are
wein the Lord's hands! Though he frown, we yet may love. Though he
scourge, we yet may cling. Though he slay, we yet may trust. "I will cause
you to pass under the rod, and | will bring you into the bond of the
covenant." With such an issue, welcome the discipline that leads to it. "L et
me fall into the hand of the Lord, for very great are his mercies."

The touching narrative which has suggested these reflections and the subject
of this chapter, affords another example of the blessedness of being
exclusively in the Lord's hands. Here was a poor accused sinner rescued
from the violent grasp of men, and thrown in al her helplessness upon the
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mercy of Jesus. And while the Spirit unfolds the great gospel truths which it
so impressively illustrates, may we experience something of the blessedness
and sweetness of spending an hour alone with Jesus!

The character of the scene which it portraysis judicia- the grouping natural,
the objects interesting, the whole instructive. With regard to the first object
which arrests our attention- THE PRISONER AT THE BAR- we can
scarcely imagine a case more calculated than this to awaken the tenderest
sympathies of Jesus. The accused, now pale and agitated, weak and
trembling, was awoman. A wreck of her former self though she was, there
still was an air of touching tenderness, if not of faded beauty and grandeur,
still lingering amid the ruin. This would not escape the searching and
discriminating glance of the Savior. She was a woman, and the acute
sensibilities of her sex were hers. These had indeed received afearful shock.
It may be in the power of sin and crime deeply to obscure and greatly to
blunt the fine and delicate instincts of our nature, but never totally to
extinguish them. They will outlive the storm that may have scattered the
verdure and dissipated the blossom of many an opening character. The
external loveliness of that character may for awhile be shaded, but thereisa
deathless beauty within- feelings, thoughts, purposes, and resolves, which
die only with the dying breath. Thereis aclass of feelings- certain
sympathies and affinities- which would seem to be from their very nature
imperishable. God has so ordered it.

A mother, for example, can never forget that she is a mother. The hidden
fountain of feeling, unsealed in her heart, is ever springing up, pure and
sparkling. She may wander from her home as a bird from its resting-place,
but she will return and hover around her little ones; or she will clasp to her
bosom with afirmness which the wrench of death only can relax, the infant
that shares her wanderings and her guilt. And awoman isawoman still. Sin
and sorrow may have beclouded the sun-light, and marred the joyousness of
her spirit; but there are undercurrents of affection and feeling which the
tempest that swept the surface has left untouched. That keen sensibility- that
gentleness- that tenderness- that instinctive delicacy and that keen sense of
honor- the peculiar traits of her sex- are still there. The delicate stem from
which has fallen the beautiful flower, may bend before the blast; but tenderly
raise, and kindly nourish it, it will live again, and bud and blossom as before.
It may be atruant plant, still a plant of Eden, whose tint and fragrance may
yet brighten and make glad the garden of the heart.

We should remember thisin our walks and labors of benevolence. Brought,
as we sometimes are, into contact with extreme cases of guilt and crime, we
should not overlook the material we yet possess with which to repair the
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fallen structure. No heart should be considered too polluted- no mind too
dark- no character too debased- for the power of God, working by human
instrumentality, to restore. The surface may present to the eye theiron
features of a hardened and a reckless character; nevertheless, there are
springs of thought and feeling and memory beneath that repulsive surface,
which, if touched by a skillful and a delicate hand, will unlock the door of
the heart, and admit you within its most sacred recesses. Thus with
gentleness and kindness you may soften the most hardened, disarm the most
ferocious, calm the most violent, and attain compl ete possession of amind
that has long resisted and repelled every other subduing influence.

The law of loveisthe law of God's mora government of his people. By this,
and by this aone, he rulesthem. All that is disciplinary in his conduct is
resolvable into love. It is by kindness, "loving-kindness," yes, "marvellous
loving-kindness!" that he wins back their truant hearts, and binds them
closer to himself. "l am the Lord who exercise loving-kindness.” "With
loving-kindness have | drawn you." O to imitate him in this particular! - to be
like God in his kindness to the children of men. Then would there be less
sitting in the judgment seat- less readiness to cast the first stone- less
harshness and censoriousness in our conduct and spirit towards others; and
more of that self-judging, self-condemning, and self-abasement, before the
holy, heart-searching, all-seeing Lord God, without which we may be
awfully self-deceived.

But what an object was here, befitting the Savior's sympathy and power! Do
you think, reader, that from it his pure and gentle spirit shrunk? Would he
feel terrified or polluted by so close a proximity to an object of guilt and
wretchedness? Ah, no! Come, you vaunting philanthropists of poetry and
romance, who dissolve into tears over afiction, and petrify at areality-
come, you who have your tears for imaginary woe, and recoil from contact
with true misery- who deem it pollution to take kindly the hand of a poor
wanderer, exclaiming, "Get away, for | am holier than you!" Come and learn
what true philanthropy and sensitiveness mean.

Our Lord's was no gushy, sentimental humanity, standing aoof from the
fallen and the despised, and attracting to itself only the virtuous and the
worthy. It was a humanity that identified itself with our fall, and with all its
consequent miseries. Itself pure, it yet took our sins; itself happy, it yet took
our sicknesses and our sorrows. He came as the Savior, and sinners were the
objects of hislove and compassion. He was a man, and to nothing that was
human, but its essentia taint of sin, was he a stranger. He even carried our
sins, as a crushing weight, upon that sinless frame; and that heart, to which
sorrow was unknown, became "acquainted with grief."
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O it iswondrous to see how closely the Son of God linked himself with
fallen, suffering man! Touch what chord you may of the human heart, and
there comes up from the depths of his an instantaneous and harmonious
response. With what effect would some of these hidden springs of feeling in
the human soul of Jesus now be touched! He would remember, as his eye
fell upon this trembling object of his sympathy, that he himself was born of
awoman, amid her perils and her pangs. He would remember, too, that there
still was one who bore to him the endearing appellation of mother, and that
yet others stood to him in the fond relation of sisters, and all that was tender
in his heart would be moved. Looking at her humiliation, and thinking of his
own, pity would melt his heart; and while listening to the voice of her
clamorous accusers, with the garden of Gethsemane and Calvary full in
view, her sin would stir to its center the deep fountain of hismercy. Then, O
then, if ever, did he appear the "brother born for adversity." Then was
fulfilled the Messianic prediction in the Psalms, "He shall deliver the needy
when he cries; the poor also, and him that has no helper; for he shall stand at
the right hand of the poor, to save him from those who condemn his soul."

But dismissing for amoment the narrative itself, let us turn our attention to
the gospel instruction which it unfolds. The truths which it illustrates are of
the deepest moment. It brings vividly before the mind the case of a soul
under the conviction and condemnation of the law, standing in the presence
of Jesus, awaiting his solemn decision. We are now approaching that period
of aman'slife, upon which depend the complexion of his future history here,
and the character of his destiny hereafter. Conversion, without which the
present life is a perfect blank, and the future is "written in mourning,
lamentation, and woe," is that event in individual history which creates all
things new. The step which we are now describing, isthefirst in the great
matter of conversion.

The Holy Spirit asserts this when, by the apostle, he describes the law as our
schoolmaster, to bring us unto Christ. And in the school of the law, the first
and the grand lesson which the sinner learnsis his sin, his curse, and his
condemnation. There heis convinced of his vileness, convicted of his guilt,
and learns his poverty, helplessness, and hell-deserving. All the fond conceit
of his own worthiness, strength, and fitness, vanishes as a vapor, and he sees
himself in the power, under the curse, and exposed to the tremendous
condemnation of God's righteous, broken, avenging law. Thus convicted in
the very act of hisrebellion against God, he is brought, like afelon, into the
presence of Jesus. There he stands, pale and trembling, his witnesses many
and loud, while his own awakened conscience pleads guilty to the charge.
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Areyou that soul, dear reader? Has the law arrested and brought you within
Christ's court? O you never were in such a position before- so new, so
strange, so blessed! 1t may be, you never felt yourself so near hell as now,
under the sentence of God's law; but you never were so near heaven as now,
in the presence of Jesus. Y ou are now in that court where justice to the
fullest is honored, and where mercy to its utmost is extended. You arein
Christ's court, at Christ's bar- awaiting the sentence of him who was made
under that law, fulfilled its precepts, and endured its penalty to the uttermost.
Y ou are in the presence of him who came to deliver sinners from its curse
and woe, and to raise them far above the reach of al condemnation. Never
were you so sensible of your guilt and ruin as now, yet never were you so
near the fountain that cleanses from all sin, nor so close to him who was
pierced to shelter the vilest of the vile. Y our Judge is your Savior. He who
sits upon that throne is he who hung upon the cross. Y ou are arraigned in the
presence, and are thrown upon the mercy of him, the delight of whose heart,
and the glory of whose character, it isto save sinners; whose love for them
induced him to screen his glory, and to appear in humiliation- to suffer,
bleed, and die. Y ou are in the presence of him who, though he has ascended
on high, and is now glorified with the glory "he had with the Father before
the world was," is yet engaged in securing the precious fruits of his soul's
travail.

"His glory now, no tongue of man,

Nor seraph bright can tell

Y et still the chief of all hisjoys,

That souls are saved from hell."

"For this he came and dwelt on earth;

For thishislife was given;

For this he fought and vanquished death;

For this he pleads in heaven."

L ook up, poor soul! for "your redemption draws near." Never yet did he
allow a sin-accused, self-condemned sinner to go out of this court unblessed,
unsaved.

We return again to the narrative; and the second thing which arrests our
attention, is THE CONDUCT OF JESUS TOWARDS THIS POOR
WOMAN. Thus does the narrator describe their relative position, as each
silenced and conscience-stricken accuser retires from the scene. "And Jesus
was left alone, and the woman, standing in the midst." Enviable position!
The prisoner and the Judge alone! The sinner and the Savior alonel Her
accusers were silenced; her, enemies had retired; and, surrounded by the
stillness and the solemnity of the place, stood the woman aone with Jesus.
Upon this interesting and instructive topic, let us pour out the fulness of our
soul.
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Can we imagine a position on this side heaven more repl ete with the bliss of
heaven than this? What a privilege is nearness to Christ! Y et dear and
precious asit is, how sadly isit overlooked! WWe may trace thisin some
degree to the believer's oversight of his oneness with Christ. Y et to forget
thistruth, isto forget that he lives. Asthe branch has one life with the vine,
the graft one life with the tree, so he that is united to Christ, and grafted into
Christ, has one life with Christ. Go where he may, he is one with Christ. Be
his circumstances what they may, he is one with Christ. And asheisin
Christ, so Christisin him. And if Christ isin him, dwelling in him, living in
him, walking in him, so also is Christ in every event, and incident, and
circumstance of his history. He cannot ook upon the darkest cloud that
overhangs his path, but he may exclaim, "Christ isin my cloud; Christisin
my sorrow; Christ isin my conflict; Christ isin my need; Christisall to me,
and Christisin all with me." We will specify afew occasions in which this
blessed state is more especially realized by the believer.

In seasons of accusation, how precious the privilege and the feeling of being
aone with Jesus! Satan, we know, isthe great accuser of the saints. And yet
how insensible are we of the great power which he still exerts over the
people rescued forever from his grasp! It was Satan who stood up to
persuade David to number Isragl. It was Satan who would have prompted
God to slay Job; and it was Satan who stood at the right hand of Joshua, to
condemn his soul. Thusis he ever ready to assert his charge against the
people of God.

Not less malignant is the world. Infidel inits principles, God-hating in its
spirit, and Christ-rglecting in its whole conduct, it is no marvel that it should
be the antagonist and the accuser of the saints. Sitting in judgment upon
actions, the nature of which it cannot understand- interpreting motives, the
character of which it cannot decide- ingeniously contriving, and zealously
propagating, reports of evil- and ever ready to defame and to detract all who
live godly in Christ Jesus must expect no mercy at its hand. Yes, theworld is
the accuser of the saints. Nor Satan and the world only.

How often, as the history of holy Job testifies, have the saints been found the
accusers of the saints, (and with the deepest humiliation be it written,) with
an uncharitableness and censoriousness, which might have kindled the
world's cheek with the blush of shame. Thus does the church hersalf testify,
"My mothers children were angry with me." "The watchmen that went about
the city found me; they smote me, they wounded me: the keepers of the wall
took away my veil from me." And from whom did our blessed Lord receive
his deepest wounds? Were they not from those who ranked among his
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friends and followers?

But what so keen and so bitter as self-reproach? Accusations proceeding
from others are often most unfounded and unjust. We have felt at the time
the secret and pleasing consciousness that we "suffer wrongfully." The shaft
flies, but the Parthian arrow falls not more pointless and powerless than it.
But far different is the accusation which the true believer brings against
himself. Seeing sin where others see it not- conscious of its existence and its
perpetual working, where the saints applaud, and even the world admires, he
lays his hand upon his heart, his mouth in the dust, and exclaims, "l am vile!
| abhor myself!" Ah! no reproaches like those which an honest, sincere child
of God charges upon himself. No accusation so true, no reproof so keen, no
reproach so bitter. Happy are they who deal much in self-condemnation! If
we judged ourselves more, we should judge others less. And if we
condemned ourselves more, we should be less condemned.

But what a privilegein all times of accusation, come from what quarter it
may, to be alone with Jesus! With him, when we know the charge to be
untrue, to appeal to him as an all-seeing, heart-searching, and righteous
Judge, and say, "Lord, you know my principles, my spirit, my motives, my
aim, and that with honesty, purity, and singleness, | have sought to walk
before you." Oh, it is a solace, the preciousness of which the throbbing heart
may feel, but the most elogquent pen cannot describe! And when the
accusation isjust, and the believer feels, "Vile as| amin the eyes of others,
yet morevileam | in my own eyes;" yet even then to be left alone with
Jesus, self-reproved, self-condemned, is to be thrown upon the compassion
of him, "very great are whose mercies."

Alone with him, not areproving glance darts from his eye, nor an upbraiding
word fallsfrom hislips. All ismercy, al istenderness, all islove. There
before him the self-condemned may stand and confess; at hisfeet the
penitent may fall and weep, and find, alone with Jesus, hisarm a shield, and
his bosom an asylum, within which his bleeding, panting heart may find
safety and repose.

In seasons of mental depression and sorrow of heart, how welcome and
preciousis this privilege! The shadow and the spring, amid the burning
desert, are not more welcome and refreshing to the way-worn pilgrim.
Sorrow is more or less the cup of all. But few there are whose lips have not
pressed its bitter brim! Ah! judge not of the heart's hidden emotions, by the
calm sunlight that plays upon the surface. Beneath that expression of
joyousness, the canker-worm may be feeding. At the very core of that lovely
flower, the insect may be rioting. The countenance al radiant with smiles,
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and the spirit all dark with sadness; the tongue discoursing sweet music, and
the heartstrings breaking with grief. But O the consolation- who can describe
it?- of unveiling the bosom when alone with Jesus! There the artificial
vanishes, and the reality appears. There sorrow may indulge, and tears may
flow, and sighs may heave, and complaints may breathe, and the heart may
whisper its most sacred feelings, because the sorrowing believer is aone
with Jesus.

To whom did the desolate disciples of the martyred John repair for sympathy
and comfort, in the hour of their sudden and overwhel ming bereavement?
We aretold, that "they took up the body of John, and buried it, and went and
told Jesus.” They poured their grief into his ear, and they laid their sorrow on
his heart. And when the bereaved believer, whose fond earthly treasure the
grave entombs, withdraws from the crowd of human comforters, and seeks
to indulge hislonely grief, where does he love to retire? Not to the grave;
this were to worship the dead; but to weep out his sorrow aone upon the
bosom of Jesus. Ah! you whom death has bereaved! tell me, isthere
anything like this so soothing?

But perhapsit isin the light of prayer that this privilege most beautifully and
sweetly appears. Thus far we may not have been accompanied by the
sympathies of every reader; but touching the subject of unfettered,
unreserved communion with God in prayer, all true believers are one.
Disengaged from the world, and withdrawn from the saints- the one as
needful for the cultivation of a close walk as the other; for there is much
danger of substituting the communion of saints for communion with the
King of saints- the believer retiresto be alone with Jesus. The occasion isthe
most solemn and holy of the Christian life. The closet is entered- the door is
shut- Christ and the believer are alone! Tread softly as you pass that spot,
and put off your shoes from your feet as you pause, for the Triune God is
there! Who can tell the solemn, sacred transaction, now transpiring! What
confession of sin! what breathing forth of sorrow! what moaning out of
grief! what opening of heart to heart, and what blending of spirit with spirit!
what expressions of mutual confidence, affection, and delight- the believer
making known the secret of his sorrow, and Christ unfolding the secret of
hislove!

From this, too, its true source, the saint of God derives his great power in
prayer. His amazing and prevailing strength appears at atime of the most
apparent weakness, even when single-handed, and alone with Jesus. It was
thus the patriarch wrestled and overcame. "And Jacob was | eft alone; and
there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. And when he
saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of histhigh;
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and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.
And he said, Let me go, for the day breaks. And he said, | will not let you
go, except you bless me." Never was there a conflict of so illustrious a
nature, and of so strange a result, between powers so dissimilar and extreme.
Theincarnate God, asif to demonstrate his own divine power, and at the
same time to make the victory of human weakness over Infinite Might more
Illustrious and pal pable, touches the wrestling patriarch, and he is acripple!
And then at the moment of his greatest weakness, when taught the lesson of
his own insufficiency, that flesh might not glory in the Divine presence,
Omnipotence retires vanquished from the field, and yields the palm of
victory to the disabled but prevailing prince. And why all this? To teach us
the amazing power of prayer which the feeblest believer may have when
alone with Jesus.

No point of Christian duty and privilege set before you in this work, will
plead more earnestly and tenderly for your solemn consideration, dear
reader, than this. It enters into the very essence of your spiritual being. This
is the channel through which flows the oil that feeds the lamp of your
Christian profession. Dimly will burn that lamp, and drooping will be your
spiritual light, if you are not wont to be much alone with Jesus. Every
feeling of the soul, and each department of Christian labor, will be sensibly
affected by this woeful neglect. He who is but seldom with Jesusin the
closet, will exhibit, in all that he does for Jesus in the world, but the fitful
and convulsive movements of amind urged on by a feverish and unnatural
excitement. It isonly in much prayer- that prayer secret and confiding- that
the heart is kept in its right position, its affections properly governed, and its
movements correctly regulated.

And are there not periods when you find it needful to leave the society of the
most spiritual, sweet asis the communion of saints, to be alone with Jesus?
He himself has set you the example. Accustomed at times to withdraw from
his disciples, he has been known to spend whole nights amid the mountain's
solitude, alone with his Father. O the sacredness, the solemnity of such a
season! Alone with God! alone with Jesus! No eye seeing, no ear hearing,
but his; the dearest of earthly beings excluded, and no one present but Jesus
only, the best, the dearest of all! Then, in the sweetest and most unreserved
confidence the believer unveils his soul, and reveals all to the Lord.
Conscience is read- motives are dissected- principles are sifted- actions are
examined- the heart is searched- sin is confessed- and iniquity is
acknowledged, as could only effectually be done in the presence of Jesus
alone. Isthere, among all the privileges of a child of God, oneinits
costliness and its preciousness surpassing this?
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Y et another view of our Lord's conduct towards this solitary object of his
mercy. Who was now HER JUDGE? He who came into the world "not to
condemn the world, but to saveit." She wasin the presence of him who left
the realms of glory and his Father's bosom, to save the chief of sinners. Here
was one; and his heart yearned, and his spirit was moved with pity and
compassion. Not a reproving glance darted from his eye, nor an upbraiding
word breathed from hislips. Listen to the music of his voice- "Woman,
where are those your accusers? has no one condemned you? She said, No
one, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do | condemn you: go, and sin
no more." How like himself did he now appear! Here was a flower blighted-
did He despise it? Here was a stem bruised- did he break it? Here was a
plant crushed- did he trample it beneath hisfeet No! he took that blighted
flower, and placed it in his bosom. With skillful and tender hands he bound
up that bruised stem. He stooped and raised that prostrate plant, lifted it into
sunshine, and bade it droop and fall no more.

O blessed type of Christ's conduct towards a penitent sinner! Behold the soul
prostrated at the foot of the cross. He admits the truth of all the accusations
alleged against him. He disproves not, nor palliates asingle one. "Lord, |
have destroyed myself,” is his mournful humiliating acknowledgment. But
alone the sinner and the Savior stand. The one al sin- the other all mercy.
The one all fear- the other al love. The bosom of the one agitated and
convulsed with guilt and shame- the bosom of the other thrilling, and
yearning with mercy and forgiveness. "Are you," says Jesus, "convicted of
this sin? Have you fled to my cross for salvation- to my bosom for shelter?
Have you repaired to my blood for pardon, and taken hold of my
righteousness for acceptance? Have you appealed to my compassion, and
thrown yourself upon my mercy? Then | do not condemn you. You have
touched every spring of tendernessin my heart; you have stirred my mercy
to its very depth; you have crowned and glorified me, in that which is most
dear to my heart- my power and my willingness to save to the uttermost;
your sins are forgiven you; | condemn you not."

It will perhaps be replied- but he declined to condemn this woman as a civil
judge. Grant it. Shall we then suppose that our Lord is less compassionate
and merciful asamoral judge? If He refuses the office of atemporal
magistrate, does it follow that he vacates that of a spiritual minister? If he
does not sit in the seat of Moses, will he abandon his own mercy-seat? No.
He came to seek and to save that which was lost. He came to call, not the
righteous, but sinners to repentance. And to every repentant sinner brought
into his presence, in the face of all his accusers, he says, "I condemn you
not."
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We turn to the closing scene of thisinstructive narrative- CHRIST'S
DISMISSAL OF THE WOMAN. "Go, and sin no more." See how he
manifests his abhorrence of the sin, while he throws his shield of mercy
around the sinner. The Lord does not justify the sinner's transgression,
though he justifies the sinner's person. In the great matter of salvation,
justification and sanctification, pardon and holiness, are essentially and
inseparably united. When the Lord Jesus dismisses a sinner with a sense of
acquittal in his conscience, it is ever accompanied with that most affecting of
all exhortations, "Sin no more." And as he passes out from the presence of
Jesus, pardoned, justified, saved, the Savior's tender, soul-subduing words,
from that moment seem to vibrate upon his ear, every step of his onward
way. "Go, admire, and publish abroad the glory of that grace that has done
such great things for you. Go, and spread his fame, and with your latest
breath dwell upon his name, who, when sin, and Satan, and conscience
accused you, and would have consigned you to eternal woe, appeared your
Friend, your Advocate, and your Savior. Go, and when tempted to wound
afresh the bosom that sheltered you, remember me from Gethsemane, from
Calvary, and from the hallowed spot where | spoke to you, | condemn you
not- go, and sin no more."

In closing this chapter, allow me, dear reader, to urge upon you the daily and
diligent cultivation of that Christianity which derivesits freshness, itsvigor,
and its gloss, from much hidden communion with Jesus. We plead not for
the religion of the recluse. A monkish Christianity is not the Christianity of
the Bible. When God, in the exercise of his sovereign grace, converts aman,
he converts him, not for himself only, but also for others. He converts him,
not for the church alone, but also for the world. He is to be a monument,
whose inscription all may read- a city, whose beauty al may admire- a
burning and a shining light, in whose radiance all may rejoice. Heisto live
and labor, and, if needs be, die for others. But we plead for more of that
Christianity which is often alone with God; which withdraws at periods from
the fatigue of labor and the din of strife- to renew its strength, and to
replenish its resources, in a secret waiting upon the Lord. Christians must be
more alone with Jesus. In the midst of what a whirlpool of excitement and of
turmoil do numbers live! How few withdraw from domestic and public
enjoyments, the calls of business, the duties of committees, of
secretaryships, and of agencies- to hold communion alone with God! This
must not be. The institutions which they serve, the calling at which they toail,
the families for whom they labor, would be the gainers, rather than the
losers, by their occasional sequesterment from the world, to be alone with
God. And were our Lord still upon the earth, and contemplating their
incessant action and little devotional retirement, and consequent leanness of
spirit, would he not be constrained to address them as he once tenderly did
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his jaded and exhausted disciples, "Come aside into a desert place, and rest
awhile?' He would allure them from others to himself.

It is possible, my dear reader, that this page may be read by you at a period
of painful and entire separation from all public engagements, ordinances,
and privileges. The way which it has pleased the Lord to take thus to set you
aside, may be painful and humbling. The inmate of a sick chamber, or
curtained within the house of mourning, or removed far remote from the
sanctuary of God and the fellowship of the saints, you are perhaps led to
inquire, "Lord, why this?' He replies, "Come aside and rest awhile." O the
thoughtfulness, the discrimination, the tenderness of Jesus towards his
people! He has set you apart from public for private duties, from communion
with others for communion with himself. Ministers, friends, privileges, are
withdrawn, and you are- O enviable state! alone with Jesus. And now expect
the richest and holiest blessing of your life! Isit sickness? Jesus will make
al your bed in your sickness, and your experience shall be, "hisleft hand is
under my head, and his right hand does embrace me." Isit bereavement?
Jesus will soothe your sorrow, and sweeten your loneliness, for he lovesto
visit the house of mourning, and to accompany us to the grave to weep with
usthere. Isit exile from the house of God, from the ordinances of the
church, from a pastor's care, from Christian fellowship? Still it is Jesus who
speaks, "There will | be unto you as alittle sanctuary.”

The very circumstances, new and peculiar asthey are, in which you are
placed, God can convert into new and peculiar mercies, yes, into the richest
means of grace with which your soul was ever fed. The very void you fedl,
the very need you deplore, may be God's way of satiating you with his
goodness. Ah! does not God see your grace in your very desire for grace?
Does he not mark your sanctification in your very thirsting for holiness?
And can he not turn that desire and convert that thirst into the very blessing
itself? Truly he can, and often does. As one has remarked, God knows how
to give the comfort of an ordinance in the lack of an ordinance. And he can
now more than supply the absence of others by the presence of himself. Oh,
who can compute the blessings which now may flow into your soul from
this season of exile and of solitude? Solitude! no, it is not solitude. Never
were you less alone than now. Y ou are alone with God, and heisinfinitely
better than health, wealth, friends, ministers, or sanctuary, for he isthe
substance and the sweetness of all.

Y ou have perhaps been laboring and watching for the souls of others; the
Lord is now showing his tender care for your. And oh, if while thus alone
with Jesus you are led more deeply to search out the plague of your own

heart, and the love of his- to gather up the trailing garment- to burnish the
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rusted armor- to trim the glimmering lamp- and to cultivate a closer
fellowship with your Father, how much soever you may mourn the necessity
and the cause, you yet will not regret that the Lord has set you apart from
others that you might rest awhile in his blest embrace- ALONE WITH
JESUS.

"Alone with God! the universe shut out,

Earth, sense, and time, excluded and forgot;
All memories vanished of the parted past,

All prospects of the future overborne

And swallowed up in that one mighty sense,
That all-engrossing consciousness of God!"
"Alone with God! all earth-born love absorbed,
All earthly ties dissolved- all thoughts of those
Long held most dear, Elisha-like, who clung
Around the parting soul to Tabor's brink,

For abrief space (brief to eternity)

Lost in that all-pervading thought of God!"
"Alone with God! angelic hosts around

'In burning row," attending, but unseen,
Angelic harps unheard, though far and high,
The sounding cadence of their anthemrolls;
The sea of crystal, and the streets of gold

The walls of jasper, and the gates of pearl,
Unnoticed all, resplendent though they be,
The throne, and Him who sits thereon, beheld,
Nothing else besides, in solitude sublime!
And do you shrink, my spirit, from the sight
Of untreated majesty, and quail

To meet the Eternal, naked and alone?”
"Alone with God! -I shrink not- Heis great
His awful glory, when unveiled, might well
Consume the spirits He has made; but il

| shrink not- He is holy, too, and just,

And very terrible: He dwellsin light

That no man can approach- no mortal eye
Can look upon and live; but thereis One
Beside Him whom | dare to meet alone
Whom | have met alone at midnight hour,

In dark Gethsemane's sequestered shades,
Alone, though trembling friends and armed foes
Peopling the solitude, were round us there;
Whom | have met alone on Calvary's hill,
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Though taunting crowds and dying men were there;
Whom | have met alone on Tabor's mount,
Unmindful of the little band that there

Held heavenly converse, sacredly amazed."
"Alone with Jesus! no, | cannot shrink

From that blest fellowship, unbroken, deep,
And soul-absorbing in the spirit land,

So often intruded on in this dark world,

By mortal joys and sorrows that would rob
My soul of that communion, pure and high."
"Alone with Jesus! on the Savior's breast
Fondly to lean, and think on none but him
How often my spirit feelslost in the crowd
Of fellow-worshipers below, above,

And longs, like his small band on earth, to be
'Led out into a desert place alone;’

To hear hisvoice, and share hislove, as though
That voice and heart of love were only mine."
"Alone with God! in that blest solitude,
Could earth be lacking with its fleeting joys,
Or even its most abiding; and most pure

To fill the measure of afinite soul!

In that august communion could the loss

Of mortal converse shade the holy light,

Or mar the sacred joy which, as atide,

A swelling tide of ecstacy, rollsin

Upon the spirit conscious but of God?"
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The Pastor's Request for the Prayers of
His Flock

"And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always
keep on praying for all the saints. Pray also for me, that
whenever | open my mouth, words may be given me so that
I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel”
Ephes. 6:18-19

The Church of God, as if reflecting from its bosom, like a sea
of glass, the order and the perfection of the heaven of glory,
from which it descended, presents a beautiful harmony of
relation and dependence in all its parts; while, as a whole, it
forms a temple of magnificent construction and consummate
symmetry- the Zion of God, the "perfection of beauty.” In
nothing does the evidence of this more strikingly appear
than in the relation of the Church of God and the Christian
ministry. The obligations involved in this relation, and the
reciprocal influence which it is perpetually exerting, illustrate
the harmony of this masterpiece of divine workmanship in a
manner the most surprising. The Christian church and the
Christian ministry are synchronous institutions. Separate
and distinct from each other though they are, they yet never
existed apart. There never was a church without a ministry;
and the appointment of the Christian ministry always implied
the existence of the Christian church- the one necessarily
involving the other. Of this beautiful relation in one of its
most interesting features we are now to speak- namely, the
RELIANCE OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY UPON THE
INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH.

It might be supposed, from a cursory view of this subject,
that a Christian pastor, from the exalted nature of his office,
and from the superior attainments in grace and knowledge
to which he is supposed to have arrived, would occupy a
place so far in the ascendant of the feeblest member of his
flock, as to place him in a position independent of the
influence which that individual might be capable of exerting.
But not so. And here we trace the wisdom and the goodness
of God in the nice adjustment of every part of the body of
Christ to the whole. As in the physical structure of the

http://www.gracegems.org/W/gI3.htm (1 of 25) [05/05/2006 10:59:11 p.m.]



http://www.gracegems.org/W/gl3.htm

human frame, the smallest and most insignificant muscles
are observed to perform the most important and delicate
actions- the minutest fibre transmitting a vital influence to
the brain- so in the more beautiful and perfect body, the
church of God, "much more those members which seem to
be more feeble are necessary.” Thus no pastor can be
unaffected by the individual influence of the lowliest member
of a Christian body.

The portion of God's word which suggests the topic of this
chapter, presents to our view the sublime moral spectacle of
the great Apostle of the Gentiles- a man full of wisdom and
of the Holy Spirit, mighty in grace, and enriched in gifts- so
deeply conscious of personal weakness, and so crushed by
the weight of his official responsibilities, and so desirous,
too, of delivering his divine message with a moral courage
worthy of its high character, stooping to ask at the hands of
the Ephesian church, and even of the obscurest member of
that church, an interest in his intercessory prayers. "Praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit- and for
me, that utterance may be given unto me, that | may open
my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the
gospel.” The subject is an interesting and an important one.
Its bearings upon the mutual usefulness, holiness, and
happiness of a pastor and his flock are solemn and far-
reaching. It affords a solution of a difficult problem why
there is often, comparatively, so little happiness and
perpetuity in the pastoral relation; and why there is so much
complaint on the one part of unprofitable preaching, and on
the other part of careless and fruitless hearing. Prayer for
the pastor is restrained before God! Let us endeavor to
understand the meaning of the apostle's words, that we may
feel the full force of his earnest and solemn request.

The first point to which it is proper to turn our attention is,
THE SUBLIME TOPIC OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.
The apostle designates it the "mystery of the gospel." He
doubtless borrows the word from the secret rites of the
heathen temples, to which none were admitted, and which
none understood but the initiated. To all others they were
mysteries. Freed from its original and profane use, it is here
appropriately applied to designate the nature and the
doctrines of the gospel of Christ, and thus becomes, by its
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association, a hallowed and expressive term. Nor is this the
only place in which it occurs in the same use. Thus in | Cor.
2:7, "We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the
hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world for our
glory." Equally clear is it, that none are initiated into this
mystery of the gospel but those who are partakers of the
second birth. For "unless a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God." It is to him a mystery. He is blind
and cannot see the glorious mysteries of this kingdom of
grace. Addressing his twelve disciples, our Lord further
elucidates this idea when he reminds them of their great and
gracious privilege "Unto you it is given to know the mystery
of the kingdom of God: but unto those who are outside, all
these things are done in parables.” Mark 4:11. Still more
clearly is this truth developed in his remarkable prayer thus
recorded: "In that hour Jesus rejoiced in his spirit and said, |
thank you, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you
have hidden these things from the wise and the prudent,
and have revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so
it seemed good in your sight.”

Permit one remark in passing. If, dear reader, you have
been led in any degree into the knowledge of this glorious
mystery of truth, hesitate not to ascribe it to the grace of
God. Unto you it has been given to know the mystery of the
kingdom. The sovereignty of God has so ordered it. The
learning, the intellect, and the philosophy of the worldly wise
and prudent, have afforded you no help in the solution and
unraveling of these divine and glorious enigmas. "But God
has revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God." To babes
in Christ- to the lowly minded disciple- to the learner, willing
to receive the kingdom of God, as a little child- God unfolds
this mystery, that no flesh should glory in his presence. O
favored, happy soul, if you, through the illuminating grace of
the Holy Spirit, have been led into the mystery of the
Father's love in Christ to poor perishing sinners! "Even so,
Father; for so it seemed good in your sight!"

Now, here at the very threshold of the kingdom of grace,
many hesitate and stumble. The glory of the Gospel- its
divine mystery- is their great hindrance. The dim light of
nature has conducted them thus far, and here they are
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brought to a stand-still. Looking into the sacred volume, and
finding doctrines there propounded for their faith, which
tower above their reason, they scornfully cast it aside,
proudly and triumphantly asking, "If this were a revelation
from God, why has He not excluded all mystery, clothing
every truth with light, and freeing every doctrine from
difficulty? Why can we not understand what he has
revealed? Are we such babes in understanding, or such dolts
in intellect, that these revelations should be veiled in
mystery? And are we such fools as to believe that to be true
which our reason pronounces to be false?" Thus, "vain man
would be wise, though man be born like a wild donkey's
colt."

But, if it may avail to argue with such an objector, we would
inquire- Is not the world without you and the world within
you crowded with problems, which laugh to scorn your oft-
made attempts to solve them! Is not the universe of mind
and of matter, of which you form a most mysterious speck,
replete with mysteries which you cannot explore? Either
search out those difficulties, and unravel those mysteries,
and thus plant a new sun in the intellectual firmament, that
shall dispel the lingering night of ages, or admit the truth of
the mystery of the gospel. Where will you place your foot on
this little planet of ours, that brings you not in contact with
some law or with some product of nature which you cannot
explain? The leaf that falls on the pathless desert, the dust
brushed from the emmet's wing, baffle and confound you.
The pulsations at your heart, the movement of your arm,
awe and perplex you. Your very being is a fathomless
mystery! Why, then, assume an air of such astonishment,
and an attitude of such contempt- why look, why speak so
doubtingly, when we present for your belief the mystery of
revelation; the inexplicable wonders of God's salvation of
man?

"Observe, | ask you," argues, with much force and beauty,
an eminent continental divine, "in what manner the
mysteries of which you complain have taken their part in
religion. You readily perceive they are not by themselves,
but associated with truths which have a direct bearing on
your salvation. They contain them, they serve to envelope
them; but they are not themselves the truths that save. It is
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with these mysteries as it is with the vessel which contains a
medicinal draught; it is not the vessel that cures, but the
draught; yet the draught could not be presented without the
vessel. Thus each truth that saves is contained in a mystery,
which, in itself, has no power to save. So the great work of
expiation is necessarily attached to the incarnation of the
Son of God, which is a mystery; so the sanctifying graces of
the new covenant are necessarily connected with the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which is a mystery; so, too,
the divinity of religion finds a seal and an attestation in the
miracles, which are mysteries. Everywhere the light is born
from darkness, and darkness accompanies the light. These
two orders of truth are so united, so interlinked, that you
cannot remove the one without the other; and each of the
mysteries you attempt to tear from religion, would carry
with it one of the truths which bear directly on your
regeneration and salvation. Accept the mysteries, then, not
as truths that can save you, but as the necessary conditions
of the merciful work of the Lord in your behalf."

"The true point at issue in reference to religion is this- Does
the religion which is proposed to us, change the heart, unite
to God, prepare for heaven? If Christianity produces these
effects, we will leave the enemies of the cross free to revolt
against its mysteries, and tax them with absurdity. The
gospel, we will say to them, is then an absurdity; you have
discovered it. But behold what a new species of absurdity
that certainly is, which attaches man to all his duties,
regulates human life better than all the doctrines of sages,
plants in his bosom harmony, order, and peace, causes him
joyfully to fulfil all the offices of civil life, renders him better
fitted to live, better fitted to die, and which, were it
generally received, would be the support and safeguard of
society! Cite to us, among all human absurdities, a single
one which produces such effects. If that 'foolishness' we
preach produces effects like these, is it not natural to
conclude that it is truth itself? And if these things have not
entered the heart of man, it is not because they are absurd,
but because they are divine." -Alexander Vinet

And yet how credulous is man when folly clothes itself in
affected mystery, and demands his faith! The atheist, for
example, seizing upon every childish cause that promises to
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solve his difficulties, and dispel his fears; the sceptic,
launched upon the stormy sea of uncertainty and doubt,
becomes the plaything of chance and fate, whose dreamings
he implicitly believes. What folly so egregious has not man
credited? By what imposture so gross has he not been
entrapped? And to what superstition so abject has he not
been a slave? And yet the sublime, glorious, precious
mystery of the gospel, he, in the pride of his intellect, and in
the depravity of his heart, scornfully and utterly rejects!

But let us specify some of the mysteries of the gospel,
which, while it declares transcending our reason, yet
propounds for our faith. We commence with the doctrine of
the TRINITY. That this is a truth of express revelation, we
think it will not be difficult to show. We may not find the
term employed to designate the doctrine in the Bible, but if
we find the doctrine itself there, it is all that we ask. On
opening the Bible, with a view to the examination of this
subject, the first truth that arrests our attention, is a solemn
declaration of the Divine Unity- "Hear, O Israel: The Lord
our God is one Lord.” Deut. 6:4. Prosecuting our research,
we find two distinct people spoken of in relation to the
Godhead, under the titles of the "Son of God," and the "Holy
Spirit of God," to whom are ascribed the attributes of Deity
and the qualities of a person, implying Divine personality. A
step further brings us to a passage in which we find these
three distinct, divine people, associated in an act of solemn
worship- "Go, teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit."” What conclusion
must we draw from these premises? First, that there is a
unity in the Godhead; and secondly, that in this unity, or in
this one Godhead, there is a trinity of people, or three istinct
subsistences, styled the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Here, then, we have the doctrine for which we plead. The
following passage clearly teaches the same glorious truth,
Matt. 3:16 "And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove, and lighting upon him." What a conclusive
evidence is this passage of the blessed Trinity! The FATHER
speaks from the excellent glory; the SON ascends from the
water, and receives the attestation of his Father; and the
Holy SPIRIT descends from the heavens, and overshadows
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him. Here are three distinct people, to each of whom the
marks of Deity are ascribed, and between whom it is
impossible not to observe a bond of the closest and
tenderest unity. Again, | Cor. 12:4-6 "Now there are
diversities of gifts, but the same SPIRIT. And there are
differences of administrations, but the same LORD. And
there are diversities of operations; but it is the same GOD
who works all in all.” With what a sunbeam is this glorious
truth here written! How richly it glows with light peculiarly
its own! That here are three distinct subsistences, who can
deny? And that they are equal, who can doubt? Gal. 4:6
"And because you are sons, GOD has sent forth the SPIRIT
Of His SON into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." Again,
here are three people announced in connection with the
blessed act of the Father's adoption of his people. Jude
20:21 "But you, beloved, building up yourselves on your
most holy faith, praying in the HOLY SPIRIT, keep
yourselves in the love of GOD, looking for the mercy of our
LORD Jesus Christ, unto eternal life."

Wilfully, or judicially blind must he be, who sees not in these
words the great truth for which we plead. And it is the glory
of our land, and the joy of our hearts, to know, that from
every Christian pulpit, the doctrine of the blessed Trinity is
proclaimed whenever the apostolic benediction is
pronounced, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with
you all. Amen."” That the mode of its existence is an awful
mystery, we unhesitatingly admit; but it is not the mode of
the fact, but the fact itself which the word presents as the
object of our faith. I am not required to believe how the
three people subsist as the One Godhead; but | am to
believe upon the express testimony of revelation that they
do so exist.

I find 'a trinity' within me- matter, mind, and spirit. I am
baffled in my attempts to unravel the mystery. In vain |
search for a clue; every attempt leaves me puzzled, lost,
and more confounded. Do | therefore deny my own being?
Or, do | not rather subordinate my reason to my faith,
believing a fact, the truth of which I have the evidence, but
the mode of which I cannot understand? Surely, then, if I
cannot fathom the shallows of a finite existence, how can |
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fathom the depths of an infinite? Foolish man! expecting all
else to be wrapped in profound mystery, and God alone to
be understood! "Can you by searching find out God? can you
find out the Almighty unto perfection. It is higher than
heaven, what can you do? deeper than hell, what can you
know? The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and
broader than the sea.”

There is so much excellence of thought, and so clearly
expressed, in the following observations, pertinent to our
subject, by one of the ablest divines, that we are
constrained to quote them. Alluding to the doctrine of the
Trinity, he remarks- "The doctrine of which I now speak is
freely admitted to be above reason. But it is of consequence
to observe, that on this very account, it seems impossible to
prove it contrary to reason. It is a common and just remark,
that there is an essential difference between anything being
above reason, and being contrary to it; and that it may be
the former, without being the latter. I think we may go a
step farther, and affirm, as | have just hinted, that this very
circumstance of its being the former, precludes the
possibility of proving it to be the latter. | question whether
anything that is above reason can ever be shown to be
contrary to it. For unless we have some notion of the thing
itself, on what principle can we make out the contrariety?
Were we to say that the people of the Godhead are one and
three in the same sense, we should evidently affirm what is
contrary to reason; because such a proposition would
involve, in the very terms of it, an irreconcilable
contradiction; but so long as we do not pretend to know, nor
to say, how they are one, and how they are three, to prove
that we assert what is contrary to reason, when we affirm
that they are both, is, from the very nature of the thing,
impossible. For what is it which is to be proved contrary to
reason? Upon the supposition made, we cannot tell- it is
something which we do not know, of the nature and
circumstances of which we are left in total ignorance. For
our own part, so far from being staggered by finding
mysteries in revelation, | am satisfied that the entire
absence of them would have formed a much stronger
ground for suspicion. All analogy excites and justifies the
expectation of them. Nature, in its various departments, is
full of them; and shall we, then, account it strange, that
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there should be any in the department of grace? They
abound in the works of God; why, then, should we not wish
for them in his word? They present themselves in the nature
and constitution of every one of his creatures; and is it to be
conceived, that in his own nature and essence nothing of the
kind should be found? Is it reasonable to think that all
should be plain and easily comprehensible, which relates to
God himself, and that inexplicable difficulties should
embarrass and stop our researches, only in what regards his
creatures? Ought we not rather, on such a subject, to
anticipate difficulties?- to expect to feel the inadequacy and
the failure of our faculties?- and to expect this, with a
certainty proportioned to the superior magnitude of the
subject above all others that can engage our attention, and
its complete and absolute remoteness from the sphere of all
our senses, and of all our experience? If finite things every
moment confound us, ought we to be surprised at finding
that we cannot comprehend what is infinite? Let us
remember the apostolic lesson, and let it be our desire, that
we may think, and feel, and act, on all subjects, and on all
occasions, consistently with the principle and spirit of it. 'l
say, through the grace given to me, to every man that is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think, but to think soberly.™ -Dr. Wardlaw

Before we dismiss all allusion to this doctrine, we must
venture to observe that, in an experimental and practical
point of view, it is a truth fraught with the richest blessing to
a believing mind. The relation which it sustains to our
spiritual knowledge, happiness, and future glory, is but little
considered. It is to the Christian, the key of the Bible. The
Spirit imparting skill to use it, and the power, when used, it
unlocks this divine arcade of mysteries, and throws open
every door in the blest sanctuary of truth. But it is in the
light of salvation that its fitness and beauty most distinctly
appear- salvation in which JEHOVAH appears so inimitably
glorious- so like Himself. The Father's love appears in
sending his Son- the Son's love in undertaking the work- the
Holy Spirit's love in applying the work. Oh, it is delightful to
see how, in working out the mighty problem of man’'s
redemption, the Divine Three were thus deeply engaged!
With which of these could we have dispensed? All were
needed- and had one been lacking, our salvation had been
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incomplete, and we had been eternally lost. In bringing to
glory the Church they thus have saved, the sacred Three are
solemnly pledged. And in the matter of prayer, how
sustaining to faith, and how soothing to the mind, when we
can embrace, in our ascending petitions, the blessed Three
in One! "For through him (the Son) we both have access by
one Spirit unto the Father."

The doctrine of the INCARNATION presents another gospel
mystery, if possible, more astonishing than the one which
we have just considered. We can more easily understand
that there should be three people in a unity of subsistence,
than that God should be manifested in the flesh. The
analogy of the one meets us everywhere; we turn the eye
within ourselves, or we turn it outside upon the broad
expanse of God's creation- from every point of observation,
a trinity of existence bursts upon our view. But, of the other,
in vain we search for anything approaching to resemblance.
It was a thing so unheard of and so strange, so marvellous
and so unique, that there was nothing in the sublime or the
rude, in the bold or the tender of nature's varied works, to
prepare the mind for, or awaken the expectation of, a
phenomenon so strange, so stupendous, and so mysterious.
We do not overlook the fact that there have been found to
exist in the history of nations, ideas that would seem
analogous to the revealed doctrine of the incarnatian. For
instance, the Pythagorean doctrine of the transmigration of
souls- the Hindoo idea of the incarnation of Vishnu, and
other examples which might be adduced. But how far these
dim and vague notions were extracted from biblical tradition
would be a nice and interesting question. But that the
doctrine of the incarnation of the Son of God is any other
than a pure and express revelation, no true believer will for
a moment question. It was a secret originating and enclosed
within the mind of JEHOVAH. He only could reveal it. Not
that the possibility of such an event astonishes us. With
Jehovah all things are possible. "Is anything too hard for
me?" is a question that would seem to rebuke the first rising
of such an emotion, "A God allowed, all other wonders
cease."

But we marvel at the fact itself. Its stupendousness amazes
us- its condescension humbles us- its glory dazzles us- its
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tenderness subdues us- its love overpowers us. That the
uncreated Son of God should become the created Son of
man- that the Eternal Word should be made flesh and dwell
with men- that he should assume a new title, entwining in
the awful letters that compose his divine name, others
denoting his inferior nature as man, so revealing himself as
Jehovah-Jesus! O wonder, surpassing thought! Before this,
how are all others infinitely outshone; their luster fading
away and disappearing as stars before the advancing light!

But viewed as a medium of the most costly blessings to the
church of God, how precious a mystery does the incarnation
of our Lord appear! The union of the divine and the human
in Immanuel, is the re-union of God through the second
Adam with fallen man. The first Adam severed us from the
Divine nature- the second Adam re-unites us. The
incarnation is the grand link between these two extremes of
being. It forms the verdant spot, the oasis in the desert, of a
ruined universe, on which God and the sinner can meet
together. Here are blended, in marvellous union, the gloomy
clouds of human woe, and the bright beams of divine glory-
God and man united! And will you, O theist, rob me of this
truth, because of its mystery? Will you yourself reject it,
because reason cannot grasp it? Then might | rob you of
your God, (whom you ignorantly worship,) because of his
incomprehensibleness, not one attribute of whom can you
understand or explain. No! It is a truth too precious to part
with so easily. God in my nature- my Brother- my Friend-
my Counselor- my Guide- my Redeemer- my Pattern- my
all! God in my nature- my wisdom, my righteousness, my
sanctification, my redemption! But for this heaven-
descending communication, of which the Patriarch's ladder
was the symbol and the type, how could the holy God
advance towards me, or | draw near to him? But he takes
my nature that he may descend to me, and he gives me his
nature that I may ascend to him. He stoops because | could
not rise! O mystery of grace, wisdom, and love! Shall |
doubt it?

I go to the manger of Bethlehem, and gaze upon the infant
Savior. My faith is staggered, and | exclaim, "Is this the Son
of God?" Retiring, | track that infant's steps along its future
path. I mark the wisdom that he displayed, and | behold the
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wonders that he wrought. | mark the revelations that he
disclosed, the doctrines that he propounded, the precepts
that he taught, the magnanimity that he displayed. | follow
him to Gethsemane, to the judgment hall, and then to
Calvary, and | witness the closing scene of wonder. | return
to Bethlehem, and with the evidences which my hesitating
faith has thus collected, | exclaim, with the awe-struck and
believing centurion, "Truly this is the Son of God!" All the
mystery of his lowly incarnation vanishes, and my adoring
soul embraces the incarnate God within its arms.

We marvel not that, hovering over the spot where this great
mystery of godliness transpired, the celestial choir, in the
stillness of the night, awoke such strains of music along the
plains of Bethlehem, as were never heard before. They left
the realms of glory to escort the Lord of glory in his advent
to our earth. How gladly they trooped around him, thronging
his wondrous way, their benevolent bosoms dilating in
sympathy with the grand object of his mission. And this was
the angel's message to the astonished shepherds: "Fear not:
for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God, and saying, Glory be to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, and good will to men." Shall angels
rejoice in the incarnation of the Son of God, and our hearts
be cold and unmoved? Forbid it, love, forbid it, gratitude,
forbid it, O my soul!

THE MYSTICAL UNION OF CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH is also
declared to be one of the mysteries of the gospel. "This is a
great mystery," says the apostle, "but | speak concerning
Christ and his Church.” That Christ and his people should be
one- one as the head and the body- the vine and the branch-
the foundation and the house- is indeed a wondrous truth.
We cannot understand how it is; and yet so many, palpable,
and gracious are the blessings flowing from it, we dare not
reject it. All that a believer is, as a living soul, he is from a
vital union with Christ. As the body without the soul is dead,
so is a sinner spiritually dead without union to Jesus. Not
only his life, but his fruitfulness is derived from this source.
All the "beauties of holiness" that adorn his character, spring
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from the vital principle which his engrafting into Christ
produces. He is skillful to fight, and strong to overcome, and
patient to endure, and meek to suffer, and wise to walk, as
he lives on Christ for the grace of sanctification. "Without me
you can do nothing."

Is it not indeed a mystery that | should so be one with
Christ, that all that he is becomes mine, and all that I am
becomes his? His glory mine, my humiliation his. His
righteousness mine, my guilt his. His joy mine, my sorrow
his. Mine his riches, his my poverty. Mine his life, his my
death. Mine his heaven, his my hell. The daily walk of faith
Is a continuous development of the wonders of this
wondrous truth: That in traveling to him empty, | should
return from him full. That in going to him weak, | should
come away from him strong. That in bending my steps to
him in all darkness, perplexity, and grief, | should retrace
them all light, and joy, and gladness. Why marvel at this
mystery of the life of faith? My oneness with Jesus explains
it.

And what a mystery is THE OPERATION OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT IN THE SOUL! That a work so renewing, so gracious,
and so holy, should ever transpire in the heart of a poor
sinner, is itself a wonder. What a marvellous view of the
power, nor less of the grace of God, does it present! Every
step in the mighty process awakens new amazement. The
first conviction of sin that saddens the heart- the first beam
of light that illuminates the mind- the first touch of faith that
heals the soul, possesses more that is truly wonderful than
the most sublime mystery, or the profoundest secret, in
nature. There is more of God in it; and the more of God, the
more of wonder; and the more of wonder we see in his work
and operations, the more readily should reason assent, and
the more profoundly should faith adore.

The mystery of grace is illustrated by the mystery of nature.
"The wind blows where it wills, and you hear the sound
thereof, but can not tell where it comes, and where it goes:
So is every one that is born of the Spirit." | saw one man
just yesterday living without God, and in total neglect of his
soul's salvation. The solemn eternity to which he was
hastening, gave him not a moment's serious concern. His
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heart was filled with pharisaical pride, worldly ambition, and
covetous desires. Self was his God- the only deity he
worshiped; this world was his paradise- the only heaven he
desired. Today | see him the subject of deep and powerful
emotion; a humble suppliant, in the spirit of self-abasement,
pleading for mercy as the chief of sinners. What a change
has come over him! How in a moment have old things
passed away, and all things become new! And he who but as
yesterday was dwelling among the tombs, himself dead in
trespasses and sins, today is sitting as a lowly disciple and
an adoring worshiper at the feet of Jesus. Where did this
wondrous transformation, this new creation, come from? Oh,
it was the Spirit of God who wrought it, and the work is
marvellous in our eyes!

Nor do the SUSTAINING AND THE CARRYING FORWARD OF
THIS WORK OF GRACE IN THE SOUL unfold less of the
wonderful power of God the Holy Spirit. When we take into
consideration the sinful mass which the little leaven of grace
has to transform- the extent of that revolted territory which
the new kingdom has to subjugate to itself- then the
sustaining and the perfecting of this work is one continued
miracle of wonder. To see one strong in conscious weakness
maintaining his position in the face of much opposition-
buoyed up amid billows of sorrow- growing in grace in the
midst of circumstances the most unfavorable- witnessing for
God and his truth at the loss of family affection and long-
endeared friendship- is a spectacle that must fill the mind
with adoring thoughts of the love and faithfulness and power
of that divine Spirit whose work it is.

There are other doctrines comprehended in the gospel which
equally come under the denomination of mysterious. Such is
the doctrine of THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. "Behold,"
says the apostle in his splendid argument on this subject, "I
show you a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” And yet
shall it be thought a thing incredible that God should raise
the dead? He who could call into existence that which was
not, shall he be baffled in recalling into existence that which
was? Why, then, should we reject the doctrine of the
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resurrection, because the process of resuscitating the
identical dead, God has concealed in profound mystery?

These are some of the gospel mysteries which the apostle
desired to make known. He admitted that they were
mysteries- mysteries which he could not fully unravel. It was
enough for him that they were so revealed. He bowed his
great intellect to the truth; and what his mighty reason
could not comprehend, his humble faith implicitly and
gratefully received. We may learn much from this. Let no
minister of the gospel withhold any part, or doctrine, or
truth of God's word, because it is "hard to be understood."
Our functions are limited. We are but the expositors of what
God has seen most consistent with his glory to make known.
We are not to unloose seals which he has not broken, nor
attempt to ascribe reasons for what he has seen fit to
conceal. "He gives no account of any of his matters.”™ All
revealed truth is unqualifiedly to be declared. The doctrines
of grace, towering though they do above the comprehension
of carnal reason, and humbling though they are to human
pride, are yet fully and broadly to be stated. "Even so,
Father; for so it seems good in your sight,” is the only
answer we should give to him who dares to "reply against
God." O for grace to preach as God has commanded; neither
taking from, nor adding to, his revealed word!

It may be profitable for a moment to contemplate THE
SPIRIT in which the apostle desired to make known this
mystery of the gospel. The two blessings which he craved
through the prayers of his flock were, utterance and
boldness. "That utterance may be given unto me, that | may
open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the
gospel.” The first which Paul desired was UNFETTERED
UTTERANCE. He knew that He who made man's mouth could
only open his lips to proclaim the unsearchable riches of
Christ. Great as were his natural endowments, and rich and
varied as were his intellectual acquirements, he felt their
inadequacy when working alone. We should never fail to
distinguish between the natural eloquence of man, and the
holy utterance which the Spirit gives. Paul had splendid
gifts, and commanding powers of elocution. But what were
they? He needed more- he asked for more. Dear reader, if
the ministry of reconciliation comes to your soul with any
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power or sweetness, remember whose it is. Give not to man,
but to God, the glory. Be very jealous for the honor of the
Spirit in the ministry of the word. It is "spirit and life" to you
only as God gives utterance to him that speaks. It is
mournful to observe to what extent the idolatry of human
talent and eloquence is carried, and how little glory is given
to the Holy Spirit in the gospel ministry.

But there was yet another ministerial qualification which
Paul sought. He desired to be unshackled from the fear of
man: "That | may open my mouth BOLDLY." Had we heard
him utter this request, we might have been constrained to
reply, "Do you desire boldness? You are the most
courageous and heroic of the apostles. You fear no man."
Ah! we forget that when God stirs up the heart of a believer
deeply to feel his need, and earnestly to desire any
particular grace of the Spirit, that grace will be the
distinguishing trait of his Christian character. The very
possession and exercise of a grace strengthen the desire for
its increase.

The more we have of Christ, the more we desire of Christ.
The heart is never satiated. Do we see a man earnest and
importunate in prayer for faith? faith will be his
distinguishing grace. See we another wrestling with God for
deep views of the evil of sin? that man will be marked for his
humble walk with God. Is it love that he desires? his will be
a loving spirit. Be sure of this the more you know of the
value and the sweetness of any single grace of the Spirit,
the more ardently will your heart be led out after an
increase of that grace. The reason why our desires for grace
are so faint, may be traced to the small measure of grace
that we already possess. The very feebleness of the desire
proves the littleness of the supply. As all holy desire springs
from grace, so the deeper the grace the more fervent will be
the desire. The Lord rouse us from our slothful seeking of
him upon our beds!

Here, then, is the apostle desiring boldness yet who so bold
In preaching Jesus as he? It was the master-spirit- the
distinguishing trait of his ministry. At the very
commencement of his Christian career, when even the
disciples stood in doubt of him, we find him "speaking boldly
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in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Acts 9:29. The feathers were
scarcely upon his wing, yet see how the eaglet soars! What
promise of bolder flight and of fiercer bravery! One can
almost see the white-haired martyr, in the Christian
stripling. But just freed from the chain of Satan, we yet see
at once the future character of the man- the fearless apostle
of the Gentiles. His boldness never forsook him. His moral
courage never failed him. He was never awed into silence by
superior rank, nor brow-beaten into cowardice by vulgar
threatening. Flattery never seduced, danger never alarmed
him. Whether a friend or a criminal, fidelity and fearlessness
were his strong characteristics. Whether among the polished
or the rude, the lettered sceptics of Athens or the ignorant
barbarians of Malta, he was the same; a dignified and
graceful, but bold and uncompromising preacher of Jesus
Christ. And yet this was the man who now was entreating
the prayers of God's people, that he might with freedom of
utterance and undaunted boldness make known the mystery
of the gospel!

And who should be bold if not the ministers of the gospel?
How can they be faithful and efficient preachers of the truth,
if awed by a corrupt public sentiment, or fettered by a
pusillanimous fear of man? How much is the glory of the
truth shaded, and its power impaired, and the dignity of
their office compromised, by the man-pleasing, man-fearing
spirit which, alas, so much prevails! We meet with boldness
everywhere: Satan is bold in his onset upon the church of
Christ. Sin is bold in developing its dark designs. Error is
bold in its attacks upon truth. Men are bold in disseminating
soul-destroying doctrines, and in following corrupt and
superstitious practices. The whole kingdom of darkness and
of sin is moving on to the coming battle with the kingdom of
Christ, with a boldness of enterprise and of attack, which fills
the mind with awe and wonder. And is the ministry of
reconciliation, of truth, and of holiness to be the only
exception? Is it at all congruous that men should have
boldness enough to declare their sins, to speak them, to
proclaim them, to wear them, to glory in them; and that
those officers who are sent for no other business but, in the
name and authority of Almighty God, to fight against the
corruptions of the world, should, in the mean time, hang
down the head and be tongue-tied? that men should have
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more boldness to destroy themselves, and to do Satan's
work, than we to save them, or to serve God? No! it is not
congruous that men should be bold and fearless in sinning
against God, and in plunging into hell; and that those who
are sent to warn, and to expostulate, and to save, shall be
time-serving, man-pleasing, and cowardly in the discharge
of their high and solemn trust.

And was ever boldness a more needed qualification of the
Christian ministry than now? Error is rampant- the truth is
assailed on every side- the enemy is coming in like a flood -
the ancient land-marks are removed- false teachers are
beguiling souls- men who "seemed to be pillars™ are as
reeds shaken by the wind- and but few preach a whole
gospel and a full Christ. Verily, never were holy courage and
uncompromising fearlessness, in contending earnestly for
the faith, more urgently demanded than at the present
moment!

We have now reached, perhaps by a too lengthy discussion,
the specific subject of this chapter; one, it must be
admitted, of universal interest and of high importance, yet
not often brought before the Christian church. We allude to
THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER IN BEHALF OF THE
CHRISTIAN PASTOR. It was through this channel the
Apostle sought the ministerial fitness which he craved: "Pray
also for me, that whenever | open my mouth, words may be
given me so that | will fearlessly make known the mystery of
the gospel."” Not in this instance only does he cast himself
upon the intercessions of the saints. Thus he writes to the
church at Rome: "Now | beseech you, brethren, for the Lord
Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that you
strive together with me in your prayers to God for me." And
then he proceeds to specify the petitions he would have
them make on his behalf. He again pleads, "You also helping
together by prayer for us." "For | know that this shall turn to
my salvation through your prayers, and the supply of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ." "Withal praying also for us, that God
would open unto us a door of utterance to speak the
mystery of Christ." How significant is this language, and how
touching are these appeals! The solemn earnestness which
Is here betrayed, is no expression of feeling exaggerated
beyond the importance of the object eliciting it.
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There are many weighty and solemn considerations, to a few
of which we may allude, which powerfully plead for the
prayers of the church of God in behalf of her ministers and
pastors. The first which may be adduced is the magnitude of

their work. A greater work than theirs was never entrusted
to mortal hands. No angel employed in the celestial embassy
bears a commission of higher authority, or wings his way to
discharge a duty of such extraordinary greatness and
responsibility. He is a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ- an
ambassador from the court of heaven- a preacher of the
glorious gospel of the blessed God- a steward of the
mysteries of the kingdom. Properly to fill this high office-
giving to the household their portion of food in due season-
going down into the mine of God's word, and bringing forth
to the view of every understanding its hidden treasures- to
set forth the glory of Immanuel, the fitness of his work, and
the fulness of his grace- to be a scribe well instructed,
"rightly dividing the word of truth,"- to be wise and skillful to
win souls, the grand end of the Christian ministry- oh, who
so much needs the sustaining prayers of the church as the
Ministers of the Christian church?

Secondly. The painful sense of their insufficiency supplies
another affecting plea. For an office so high, how unworthy
do they at times feel, and how imperfectly furnished with
grace and gift for a work which "Might fill an angel's hands,
Which filled the Savior's heart,” do they appear to
themselves to be! Who are ministers of Christ? Are they
angels? Are they superhuman beings? Are they inspired? No,
they are men in all respects like others. They partake of like
infirmities, are the subjects of like assaults, and are
estranged from nothing that is human. As the heart knows
its own bitterness, so they only are truly aware of the
existence and incessant operation of those many and
clinging weaknesses of which they partake in sympathy with
others. And yet, God has devolved upon them a work which
would crush an angel's power if left to his self-sustaining
energy. Oppressed often to the very earth with the
consciousness of this, is it incongruous with a pastor’s
dignity and character that he should still acknowledge his
dependence upon the prayers of the feeblest member of his
flock?
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Thirdly. The many and peculiar trials of the ministry and the
pastorate ask this favor at our hands. These are peculiar to,
and inseparable from, the office that he fills. In addition to
those of which he partakes alike with other Christians-
personal, domestic, and relative- there are trials to which
they must necessarily be utter strangers. And as are they
unknown to, so are they unrelievable by, the people of their
charge. With all the sweetness of affection, and the
tenderness of sympathy, and the delicacy of attention, which
you extend to your pastor, there is yet a lack which Jesus
only can supply, and which, through the channel of your
prayers, he will supply. In addition to his own, he bears the
burdens of others. How impossible for an affectionate,
sympathizing pastor to separate himself from the
circumstances of his flock, be those circumstances what they
may! So close and so sympathetic is the bond of union, if
they suffer, he mourns; if they are afflicted, he weeps; if
they are dishonored, he is reproached; if they rejoice, he is
glad. He is one with his church. How feelingly the apostle
expresses this! "Besides those things that are external, that
which comes upon me daily, the care of all the churches.
Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and |
burn not?" To see a Christian pastor, in addition to his own
personal grief, borne often in uncomplaining loneliness and
silence, yet bowed down under accumulated sorrows not his
own- others looking to him for sympathy, for comfort, and
for counsel; is a spectacle which might well arouse in behalf
of every Christian pastor, the slumbering spirit of prayer. We
marvel not to hear the chief of the apostles thus pleading,
"Brethren, pray for us."

Fourthly. Your own personal profit through his ministry lays
you under the deepest and most solemn obligation to give
your pastor, in return, an especial and constant interest in
your intercessions at the mercy-seat. Paul could say to the
Philippians, "You are partakers of my grace.” Most true is it,
that in the grace bestowed by God upon a Christian pastor,
all the members of the flock share. They partake of that
which belongs to him. All the grace with which he is enriched-
all the gifts with which he is endowed- all the acquirements
with which he is furnished- all the afflictions with which he is
visited- all the comforts with which he is soothed- all the
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strength with which he is upheld- all the distinction and
renown with which he is adorned- belong alike to the church
over which God has made him an overseer. There is in the
pastoral relation a community of interest. He holds that
grace, and he exercises those gifts, not on account of his
own personal holiness and happiness merely, but with a
view to your holiness and happiness. You are partakers with
him. You are enriched by his ‘fatness,’ or are impoverished
by his 'leanness.’' The degree of his grace will be the
measure of your own. The amount of his intelligence, the
extent of yours. As he is taught and blessed by Christ, so
will you be. The glory which he gathers in communion with
God will irradiate you; the grace which he draws from Jesus
will sanctify you; the wealth which he collects from the study
of the Bible will enrich you. Thus, in all things, are you
"partakers of his grace."

How important, then, that on all occasions he should be a
partaker of your prayers! Thus your own best interests are
his strongest plea. Your profit by him will be proportioned to
your prayer for him. To the neglect of this important duty,
much of the barrenness complained of in hearing the word
may be traced. You have, perhaps, been wont to retire from
God's house, caviling at the doctrine, dissecting the sermon
In a spirit of captious criticism, sitting in judgment upon the
matter or the manner of the preacher, and bitterly
complaining of the unprofitableness of the preaching. With
all tender faithfulness would we lay the question upon your
conscience- How much do you pray for your minister? We
repeat the interrogation more emphatically- How much do
you pray for your minister? Here, in all probability, lies the
secret of the great evil which you deplore. You have
complained of your minister to others- alas! how often, and
how bitterly, to your deep humiliation be it spoken- have
you complained of him to the Lord? And have you ever
seriously pondered the fact, that your soul's barrenness
under the preached word- of which you seem in some
degree aware- may, in a great degree, be traceable to
yourself? The surmise, perhaps, startles you. The thought
may never have occurred to your mind before. New and
strange though it may be, it is yet worthy of your
profoundest consideration.
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Have you ever seriously reflected how closely allied may be
the deficiency in the pulpit, of which you complain, to your
own deficiency in the closet, of which you have not been
aware? You have restrained prayer in behalf of your pastor.
You have neglected to remember in especial, fervent
intercession with the Lord, the instrument on whom your
advancement in the divine life so much depends. You have
looked up to him as a channel of grace, but you have failed
to ask at the hands of Jesus that grace of which he is but
the channel. You have waited upon his ministrations for
instruction and comfort, but you have neglected to beseech
for him that teaching and anointing by which alone he could
possibly establish you in truth, or console you in sorrow. You
have perhaps observed a poverty of thought, and have been
sensible of a lack of power in his ministrations, but you have
not traced it in part to your own poverty and lack in the
spirit and habit of prayer in his behalf. You have marveled
and lamented the absence of sympathy and feeling and
tenderness, in the discharge of his pastoral duties, but you
have forgotten to sympathize with the high responsibilities,
and oppressive anxieties, and bewildering engagements,
inseparable from the office which your pastor fills, and in
which he may largely share, often "pressed out of measure,
above strength, insomuch that he may despair even of life."

Thus in a great degree the cause of an unprofitable hearing
of the word may be found nearer at home than was
suspected. There has been a suspension of sympathy on
your part, and God has permitted a suspension of sympathy
on his. "If a man could, when he enters God's house," to
quote an apposite remark of the godly Bishop Reynolds, "but
pour out his heart in these two things- a promise and a
prayer, 'Lord, I am now entering into your presence, to hear
you speak from heaven unto me, to receive your rain and
spiritual dew, which never returns in vain, but ripens a
harvest either of grain or weeds, of grace or judgment. My
heart is prepared, O Lord, my heart is prepared, to learn and
love any of your words. Your law is my counselor, | will be
ruled by it; it is my physician, | will be patient under it; it is
my schoolmaster, | will be obedient unto it. But who am |
that | should promise any service unto you? and who is your
minister, that he should do any good unto me, without your
grace and heavenly call? Be therefore, pleased to reveal
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your own Spirit unto me, and to work in me that which you
require of me.' | say, if a man could come with such sweet
preparations, of heart unto the word, and could thus open
his soul when this spiritual manna falls down from heaven,
he should find the truth of that which the Apostle speaks.
You are not straitened in us, (or in our ministry,) we come
unto you with abundance of grace; but you are straitened
only in your own affections, in the hardness, unbelief,
incapacity, and negligence of your own hearts, which
receives that in drops which falls down in showers.

We exhort the people to pray for their ministers, since they
have a service upon those who, without divine grace, none
are sufficient for, that God would, by his special assistance,
enable them to discharge so great a trust. God commands
it; we beseech it; our weakness courts it; your souls require
it. The more you pray for your minister, the more you will
profit by him. You help to edify yourselves; you help him to
study, and pray, and preach for you, while you pray for
him."

Oh you flocks of the Lord, you churches of Christ, you saints
of the Most High, pray, PRAY for your ministers! No one
more deeply needs, no one more affectingly asks your
prayers than he. For you he toils in the study, wrestles in
the closet, and labors in the pulpit. For your best welfare he
consecrates his youthful vigor, his mature experience, his
declining years. To you he has been the channel of untold
blessing. Often has the Lord spoken through him to your
oppressed heart, thoughts of peace and words of love. He
has often been instrumental in removing doubt from your
mind, in clearing up points of truth that were hard to be
understood, and in building you up on your most holy faith.
Often, too, has he been the means of endearing Christ to
you, leading you to him as a Counselor, as a Brother, as a
Friend, and as a Redeemer, thus unveiling his glory to your
eye, and his preciousness to your heart.

Perhaps he first told you of Jesus! From his lips you heard
the life-giving sound of the gospel; by him you were
wounded, by him you were healed, and by his hands you
were received within the pale of the visible church. Oh, then,
Is it an unreasonable request that he should ask especial
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remembrance in the petitions which you breathe to God for
"all the saints?" Think how often you have filled his mind
with thoughtfulness, his heart with anxiety, his eyes with
tears, his mouth with holy and fervent pleadings at the
throne of grace. Then, will you not continue to pray for your
pastor? Gratitude demands it. Remember him not in your
petitions on ordinary occasions merely, but let there be
especial seasons of prayer set apart for him alone.

Particularly if you know him to be passing through a season
of trial, or sorrow, or mental anxiety, take him constantly
and especially to the Lord. You need not know the cause of
that sorrow. Proper feelings dictating, you will not wish to
know. It will be enough for you that with delicacy of
perception you have seen the shade of sadness on his brow;
the look of anxiety in his eye; the expression of deep
thoughtfulness upon his countenance; you will instantly take
him in your heart to the Lord. And oh! who can unfold the
extent of the blessing which your prayers may thus be the
channel of conveying to his soul?

You may deem yourself, my reader, but an insignificant
member of the flock. The grace which the Lord has given
you may constrain you to think lowly of yourself, and to
retire into the shade; but low and feeble though you may be
in your own eyes, yet you have power with God in prayer.
See yon little cloud sailing athwart that blue sky? It has
absorbed its precious treasures from some hidden spring,
and, guided by God's invisible hand, is going to unbosom
itself upon some parched and thirsty spot, refreshing,
gladdening, and fructifying it. The little rivulet, that flows
noiseless and unseen from that shaded spot, has thus
transmitted from its sequestered glen an influence felt far
beyond it, and to an extent it never conceived and never can
know. Such, dear reader, may be the character and such the
results of your intercessions in behalf of your pastor. Silver
and gold you have none to offer him. He asks not this at
your hands. But your prayers you may give, and your
prayers he does ask. He beseeches you, earnestly and
affectingly, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love
of the Spirit, that you strive in your prayers to God for him.
And oh! the hallowing, gladdening influence which those
prayers may shed upon his mind- eternity alone can reveal!
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The return of blessing to yourself will be incalculable and
Immense. The moisture absorbed from the earth returns
again to the earth in grateful and refreshing showers. And
thus every prayer which you in fervency and in faith breathe
to heaven for your pastor, will, through him, return again in
"showers of blessing” upon your own soul.
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GLIMPSESOF THE TRUTH ASIT ISIN JESUS by Octavius Winslow

"A Word in Season from Christ to the Weary"

"The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed tongue, that | should know
how to speak aword in season to him who isweary.” |saiah 50:4

A greater than the prophet Isaiah is here. It is even He who, alluding to his
office as the servant of the Father, and the consequent humiliation of that
servitude, thus speaks- "The Lord God has opened my ear, and | was not
rebellious, neither turned away back. | gave my back to the smiters, and my
cheeks to those who plucked off the hair. | hid not my face from shame and
spitting." Who, then, is the speaker but Jesus? To no other will this
remarkable description apply, and from no other could such precious words
proceed. How full of significance and sweetness are they! With what mel ody
will they fall on many an ear, and with what gladness will they thrill through
many a heart!

They are addressed to the WEARY . Let us contemplate the character. It
comprises alarge class. Many there are who come within its description. All
may not ascribe their weariness to the same cause, nor may al to the same
degree be sensible of their state. Yet all are weary. Man is not naturally in
his original and right position. The needle of his soul has been diverted from
its center, and, until it regainsit, will continue in incessant and tremulous
motion- never at rest. To illustrate the thought by another figure. He who
leaves his mother earth and launches upon the sea, must submit to al the
caprices of the new element on which he has embarked. He becomes the
sport of every current, and the plaything of every wave. Lifeisthis sea, ever
moving, ever restless, ever flowing on. Upon its bosom, and exposed to its
currents and its storms, man is voyaging to eternity. And that, thus exposed
to its ever fluctuating, shifting scenes, habits, and passions, he should be
weary, can create no surprise in areflecting mind.

Theworld isawearying and aweary world. We will suppose ourselves
appealing for the truth of this statement to the world's most admiring and
devoted votary. It has lavished upon you the utmost that it can give. You
have ransacked its treasures, and have reveled among his sweets. What have
you found it to be? Y ou have no scriptural hope of another and a better
world- what is the result of your experience of this? Did that green and
sunny spot on which you lay afford you repose? Did that pleasant draught
which you quaffed, slake your thirst? Have rank and wealth, honor and
distinction, pride and beauty, love and friendship, realized the heart's fond
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hope, and placed you beyond the reach of weariness! Have they left you
nothing to wish, nothing to desire, nothing to lament? |I's there no heaving of
life's sea- no ripple upon its surface- no trembling of its bosom? Is all
satisfaction, and quietude, and repose? We will anticipate your honest reply-
"Far from it." There are yet a craving and a restlessness which nothing has
met. So trueis God's word, "The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it
cannot rest." And so will it be until the creature man returnsto his Creator
God.

But not in the world of sense only do you complain of weariness. What rest,
we would ask, have you found in the world of faith? Again the reluctant and
mournful reply will be- "None." Least of all have you found it here. If the
carnal mind and sensual heart found not satiety and repose in their own
native world, they cannot be expected to find it in aworld with which they
have not the slightest sympathy. The world of faith isaforeign climate to
the natural man; it is the antithesis of the world of sense. He that would pass
from the one to the other must become a"new creature in Christ Jesus."
There must be an entire revolution of mind and of feeling. Old things must
pass away, and all things must become new. The moral constitution must be
acclimated (so to speak) to the new world into which it isintroduced. It
cannot breathe its atmosphere, nor admire its scenery, nor enjoy its delights,
nor participate in its employments, without a corresponding nature. It is
impossible that rest can be found in things that are spiritual, by a heart all
whose desires and appetites are carnal and only carnal.

Heaven itself would to such a one cease to be heaven. How truly and
graphically the prophet describes this state: "And you say, 'What a
weariness!' and you sniff at it contemptuously” (Mal. 1:13.) Isthere not
something peculiarly awful in this description of your state? What a
weariness do you find in thereligion of Christ! Of prayer you exclaim,
"What aweariness!" Of public worship, "What aweariness!" Of hearing
sermons, "What aweariness!" Of religious conversation, "What a
weariness!" Of the service and work of the Lord, "What aweariness!" "and
you sniff at it contemptuously, saysthe Lord Almighty." O awful condition!
O melancholy state! The world heaving like an angry sea beneath your feet-
the heavens lowering and threatening above your head! Things temporal and
things spiritual alike affording no repose to your agitated and restless mind!
How true is God's word: "The wicked are like the troubled sea when it
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, says my
God, to the wicked." Unconverted reader! thisisyour present character, and
thisyour present state!

But these are not the "weary" to whom this passage especially addresses
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itself. They are the Lord's weary ones- souls quickened, aroused, made
sensib