Life of Christ: life, history, and teachings of Jesus Christ.
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Christ

) Lifeof Christ
LIFE Explore the life, history, and teachings links to learn more about
Jesus Christ.
HIS!‘GP}? Lifeof Christ Course
. Daily readings, eyewitnesses, and fun facts are in each lesson.
Tfﬂﬂhlﬂgﬂ_ This 13-week series is great for a 1 quarter bible class on the life
of Christ.

Summary of the Life of Jesus
A quick glance at Christ's birth, friends, teachings, miracles, and
death.

Jesus Charts

Handy study guides on the life of Christ.
= Miracles of Christ in chronological order.

» Parables of Christ in alphabetical order.

e Sermons of Jesus sorted by book.

e Gospel Harmony The life of Jesus in chronological order.
» Crucifixion prophecies from Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22.

Sermon on the M ount

Easy to read Christian principles.
e Introduction - Where was Jesus?

e Beatitudes - Words of comfort.

e New Laws - Summary of Christian beliefs.
e The Lord's Prayer - How to pray.

e Money - Jesus discusses wealth.

= Warnings - Wise and foolish builders.
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Life of Jesus Christ
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Life of Christ
This section presents events in the Life of Christ.

New!
The Passion of The Christ - Recommended reading before seeing

Prophecies
Temptation

History

Teachings _

Find

the movie.

Features
Life Summary - Snapshots in the life of Christ

13-Week Course - Study the complete life of Christ in 13 weeks.
Perfect for Bible teachers. Print these lessons today.

Birth of Jesus - The original Christmas story.

Exploring the Gospels - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John present the
life of Christ. Discover the unique purpose of each gospel.

Genealogy of Jesus - An in-depth analysis of the family tree of
Jesus.

Harmony of the Gospels - The life of Christ in approximate
chronological order. An easy way to compare the gospels.

John the Baptist - The life of John the Baptist. Meet his disciples.
Learn about the baptism of Jesus.

Miracles of Jesus - A list of the miracles of Jesus. Print this guide
and keep it in your Bible.

Temptation of Christ - Jesus fasts for 40 days in the wilderness,
and is then tempted by Satan 3 times.
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The Passion of Christ - Recommended Reading

Li neme
Christ

Life

Find
Sitemap ¢ Legal » FreeFind

Updated 2/27/2004

Home #iﬁ? History ﬁﬁ? Teachings

The Passion of The Christ
Mel Gibson's The Passion of The Christ opened this week. Here is a
link to the official site.

Recommended Reading
This is a short list of passages that are worth reading before
seeing the film. The gospel readings take you from Jesus' prayer in
the garden to His death and burial.

. Mark 14:32 to 15:41 - This is the shortest, and perhaps

most brutal account of the trials of Jesus.

. Luke 22:39 to 23:56

. John 18:1 to 19:42

. Matthew 26:36 to 27:66

These prophecies are also recommended. This site also has a list
of fulfilled prophecies.
. Isaiah 53:1-12 - An amazing list of predictions made over
700 years before the crucifixion.
. Psalm 22:1-21 - This psalm begins with Jesus' quote, "My
God, My God, why have you forasaken me?"

Public Response
There has been a huge public response to the movie. On
Wednesday a believer in Plano Texas rented all 20 screens of a

theater to show The Passion of Christ. Many people are talking
about this movie.

With all of the current public awareness, this is a great
opportunity to discuss Jesus with people you come into contact
with.

Are the gospels anti-Semitic?

People have accused this movie of being anti-Semitic. The real
question should be, "Are the gospels anti-Semitic?" The short
answer to this is "No." The long answer will be posted soon.
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Birth of Jesus Christ

ff 0 Life &% Next
i Birth of Jesus
LIFE About 2000 years ago God sent an angel to Israel, to a virgin
Birth of Jesus named Mary. She was engaged to Joseph, a carpenter. The angel
Friends of Jesus told Mary that by God's power, she would conceive and bear a son.

Teachings of Jesus

: When Joseph learned that she was pregnant, an angel instructed
Miracles of Jesus him to marry her. Joseph took her to Bethlehem to register for a
Death & Resurrection census. While there, Mary gave birth to Jesus. She laid him in a
manger because there was no room at the inn. Shepherds visited
Jesus in Bethlehem.

Later, wise men brought gifts to Jesus. They told Herod the Great,
a wicked king, that Jesus would rule Israel. So Herod sent soldiers
to Kill the children in Bethlehem. Warned by an angel, Joseph took
his family to Egypt. After Herod died, they returned to Israel and
raised Jesus in a town called Nazareth.
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Life of Christ 13 Week Course
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i Life of Christ Course
LIFE This is a 13-week course on the life of Christ. Study the life of
Introduction Christ in chronological order.
ek 1 Contents
Week 2 . .
NN Each lesson includes the following:
Week 3 » Daily readings - Five short daily readings from the gospels.
Week 4 = Eyewitness - A brief description of a key eyewitness. Family,
Week 5 friends, and even enemies are included.
Week 6 » Did you know? - Fun archaeology and history facts from the
Week 7 lesson.
%ﬁg Lesson Index _ _
MO The Iess_o_ns are formatted t_o be more attractive when printed.
— #1 - Origin, Genealogy & Birth of Jesus
Week 11 #2 - John the Baptist prepares the way
Week 12 #3 - Sermon on the Mount
Week 13 #4 - Miracles and Seaside Parables
#5 - John dies. Jesus walks on water.
#6 - The Transfiguration
#7 - Growing opposition. Good Samaritan.
#8 - Warnings and Parables
#9 - Lazarus is Raised. Triumphal Entry.
#10 - Final week in Jerusalem
#11 - The Upper Room
#12 - Arrest and Trials of Jesus
#13 - Crucifixion and Resurrection
Additional resources
These lessons tie in nicely with our Harmony of the Gospels.
Lesson numbers are included with the Adobe Acrobat version of
the gospel harmony.
Feel free to supplement the lessons with articles from this site.
When teaching this course, | used articles from LifeofChrist.com
and other resources.
Life ﬁﬁ? Next
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Angels visit Joseph and the virgin Mary
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Angels visit Joseph and Mary
Angels announced Christ's birth to Mary, Zacharias, and Joseph.

Gabriel and Mary

The angel Gabriel visited Mary in Nazareth. She was engaged to

Joseph. Gabriel told Mary she would give birth to the Son of God.
Mary was a virgin. Gabriel told her God's power would make the

conception possible. Gabriel said "Nothing will be impossible with

God." He then told Mary her elderly relative, Elizabeth, was six

months pregnant.

John the Baptist's parents

Before visiting Mary, Gabriel appeared to a priest named
Zacharias. He and his wife, Elizabeth, were very old. Gabriel told
Zacharias they would have a son named John. And that John
would prepare the way of the Lord.

Mary visited Elizabeth in her 6th month. When Mary arrived,
Elizabeth's baby leaped in her womb for joy. This confirmed
Gabriel's prophecy that John would have the Holy Spirit while yet
unborn.

Joseph's vision
Joseph considered calling off the marriage. He learned about the
pregnancy after Mary had conceived. But, an angel appeared to
Joseph in a dream, and told him to marry her. The miraculous
conception was caused by the Holy Spirit.

Joseph took Mary as his wife. He kept her a virgin until Jesus
was born.

Insights
= With God, all things are possible.
e The unborn have a spirit.

Read
Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:5-2:45.
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Exploring the Gospels - An introduction to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
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Exploring the Gospels
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are collectively known as the
gospels.

Gospel
The word "gospel” comes from an Old English word that meant
"good tale" or "good news."

Today the word "gospel” is used to describe the 4 New
Testament books that present the life of Christ.

In a general sense, gospel is also used to describe the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ. Indeed, the story of Jesus is good news!

The 4 Gospels
Matthew is the gospel of the kingdom. It was directed to Jews to

show that Jesus was the promised Messiah, the "King of the Jews."

Mark is the gospel of miracles. Mark's fast-paced account was

written to a Roman audience. Mark portrayed Jesus as God's
suffering servant.

Luke is the historical gospel. Luke emphasized the humanity of
Jesus, and portrayed Christ as the "Son of Man."

John is the gospel of belief. John was written to the world to show
that Jesus was the "Son of God."

A printer friendly version of this article is provided for those who
prefer to study off-line.
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Gospel of Matthew
Matthew presents Jesus as the promised Messiah, the King of the
Jews. Matthew contains five great collections of Jesus' teachings.

Keys

. Key Verse: Matthew 27:37

. Key Words: Kingdom, Fulfill

. Key Dates: Written between 37-68 A.D.

. Time Period: From 5-4 B.C to 30 A.D. (early) or 33 A.D. (late).

Author

Matthew was a Jew, hired by Rome to collect taxes in Capernaum.

He was also known as Levi. Jesus called him to be an apostle.
Matthew was probably wealthy. He hosted a great feast for

Jesus. See Luke 5:27-32 and Matthew 9:9-13.

Audience

Matthew was written to Jews who were familiar with Old
Testament prophecy. Jewish customs were not explained in this
gospel. Matthew often mentioned the Law of Moses.

King of the Jews
Matthew was written to convince Jews that Jesus was the promised
Messiah. The book opens with a genealogy to prove that Jesus was

an heir to King David.
Matthew's birth narrative contains five prophecies that were
fulfilled.

Arranged for Memorization

When Matthew was written, people often memorized scripture.

Matthew arranged his material so that it was easy to remember.
Groups of threes and of sevens are often used in Matthew. For

example, there were 3 gifts, 3 temptations, 7 parables, and 7

woes. See chapters 2, 4, 13, and 23.

Handbook of Teachings
Matthew is a handbook on the teachings of Jesus. It contains five
collections of teachings concerning the Kingdom of Heaven.

The Kingdom's law, mission, mysteries, greatness, and future
can be respectively found in chapters 5-7, 10, 13, 18, and 24-25.

Did You Know?
Jesus predicted the destruction of Jerusalem nearly 40 years
before the Romans attacked the city. He advised followers to leave
Jerusalem when they saw signs that it would be destroyed. See
Matthew 24:15-22 and Luke 21:20-24.

The Romans destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70, following a 3-year
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Gospel of Matthew

campaign. While Jerusalem was under siege, a Roman general
named Cestius Gallus unexpectedly "recalled his soldiers"! in 68
A.D., enabling those familiar with Christ's prophecy to flee
Jerusalem.?

1 Josephus, Flavius. Wars of the Jews 2.19.7 (circa 75-80 A.D.).
2 Eusebius. Church History 3.5 (circa 315 A.D.).
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Gospel of Mark
Mark is a fast-paced gospel that portrays Jesus as the powerful,
suffering servant of God.

Mark shows that Jesus taught with authority, as affirmed by the
miracles He performed. Jesus' life of service was completed when
He sacrificed Himself on the cross.

Keys

. Key Verse: Mark 10:45

. Key Words: Immediately, Authority

. Key Dates: Written between 40-65 A.D.

. Time Period: From 28-30 A.D. (early) or 30-33 A.D. (late).

Author

Mark traveled with his cousin Barnabus and with Paul. Peter and
Paul favorably mentioned him. He was known as Mark (Latin) and
John (Hebrew).

Audience

The book of Mark was probably written for Romans. Mark often
explained Jewish words, customs, and places. He used Roman time
rather than Hebrew time. And he translated some words into Latin.

Fast-Paced Gospel
Mark is a compact, action-oriented gospel. Mark omits the birth
and genealogy of Jesus, and moves straight into His baptism and
ministry.

The teaching passages in Mark seem condensed when compared
to other gospels

The Visual Gospel
Mark has a modern, factual reporting style. He writes in the
present tense, and often uses the word "immediately."

Mark is a visual gospel, full of colorful descriptions. For example,
when Jesus fed the 5000, the people sat on "green grass" (Mark
6:39).

Gospel of Emotion

Along with visual details, Mark recorded emotions and gestures.
For example, Jesus was "moved with compassion™ and "touched"

a leper (Mark 1:41). The rich young ruler "ran” and "knelt" before

Jesus who "loved™ him (Mark 10:17-22).

Did You Know?

Early Christian scholars believed that Peter influenced Mark's
account. In scripture, Peter referred to Mark as "my son" (1st
Peter 5:13).
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Gospel of Mark

According to Papias, "Mark, who became Peter's interpreter,
wrote accurately, though not in order, all that he remembered of
the things said or done by the Lord."3

And Irenaeus wrote, "Mark, the disciple and interpreter of Peter,
himself also handed down to us in writing the things preached by
Peter."4

3 Papias. Exegesis of the Lord's Oracles via Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History
3.39.15 (circa 140 A.D.).

4 Irenaeus. Adversus Haereses 3.1.1 (circa 180-199 A.D.).
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Gospel of Luke

Luke presents Jesus to the Gentiles as the savior of all mankind.
Luke contains numerous references to the activity of the Holy
Spirit. Women are given special attention in Luke.

Keys

. Key Verse: Luke 19:10

. Key Words: Son of Man

. Key Dates: Written between 59-61 A.D.

. Time Period: From 6-5 B.C to 30 A.D. (early) or 33 A.D. (late).

Author

Luke was a Greek doctor. He was the friend of the Apostle Paul,

who referred to Luke as the "beloved physician” (Colossians 4:14).
As befits a doctor, medical details are often introduced in this

gospel (Luke 4:38, 5:12, 6:6, 9:39-42, 18:25, 22:44).

Audience
Luke wrote the third gospel and the book of Acts. Both books were
addressed to a nobleman whose name meant "one who loves
God."

Jewish customs and locations in Palestine are often explained in
Luke.

Educated Historian
Luke was an educated physician, and an inspired historian.

Luke is often considered to have the best literary writing style of
all New Testament authors. His account was compiled from
eyewitnesses to the ministry of Jesus (see Luke 1:2).

Chronological Gospel
Luke's careful narrative was written "in consecutive order"” so that
his reader would know the "exact truth" about the life and
teachings of Jesus (Luke 1:1-4, Acts 1:1-2).

Chronology was important to Luke. Events in Luke were often
accompanied by datable references to historic figures (Luke 1:5,
2:1-2, 3:1-2).

Women in Luke
Luke paid special attention to women. The birth narrative was
written from Mary’s perspective.

Women contributed monetarily to Christ’s ministry (Luke 8:1-3).
Women observed the crucifixion (Luke 23:49). Jesus first appeared
to women when he was resurrected (Luke 24:1-10).

Gospel of Prayer
Luke revealed the prayer life of Jesus.
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Gospel of Luke

Jesus prayed at His baptism (Luke 3:21). He often prayed in
secret (Luke 5:16, 6:12, 9:18, 9:28-29). He gave thanks before
eating (Luke 9:16, 22:17-19).

Significant prayers in Luke include the "Lord's Prayer" and the
prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 11:1-4, 22:39-46).

Two parables found only in Luke highlight the importance of
persistent prayer (Luke 11:5-13, 18:1-8).

Did You Know?
Luke was probably a Greek. He was the only non-Jewish New
Testament writer.

Luke is the only gospel with a sequel — the book of Acts. Luke
wrote the longest gospel account. Luke's writings account for more
than 25% of the New Testament.

Luke has 18 parables that are found in no other gospel. For
example, the Good Samaritan, the Lost Sheep, and the Prodigal
Son are only found in the book of Luke (See Luke 10:25-37, 15:4-

7, 15:11-32).
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Gospel of John

John is the gospel of belief, and was written to show the world that
Jesus was the Christ, the "Son of God." Jesus was sent by the
Father to give eternal life to believers.

Keys

. Key Verse: John 3:16

. Key Words: Believe, Life, World, Father, Son

. Key Dates: Written between 80-98 A.D.

. Time Period: From 27-30 A.D. (early) or 29-33 A.D. (late).

Author

James and John were the sons of Zebedee and Salome. They were
fishermen who were business partners with Peter and Andrew
(Luke 5:10).

John was one of the three who were selected to be with Jesus at
the raising of Jairus’ daughter, the transfiguration, and in the
Garden of Gethsemane.

In addition to the fourth gospel, John also wrote 1st, 2nd, and
3rd John, as well as the Revelation.

Audience

This gospel was directed toward a Gentile, Christian audience.
John frequently explained Jewish customs and often described
places in Palestine.

John's Purpose

John’s purpose for writing this gospel was expressly stated in John
20:31, "these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His
name."

The Different Gospel
The gospel of John is very different from the gospels of Matthew,
Mark, and Luke (the synoptics). Events recorded in the synoptic
gospels were set principally in Galilee. By contrast, most of John's
gospel was set in Judea.

While the teachings of Jesus in the synoptics came primarily in
the form of sermons and parables; John presented His teachings
within the context of conversations that Jesus had with others.

Seven "I am" Claims

Jesus made seven great "I am™ claims in John. These are
reminiscent of God's "I am" statement in Exodus 3:14. See John
6:35, 8:12, 10:9, 10:11, 11:25, 14:6, and 15:1.

"Signs" in John
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Gospel of John

Miracles in John are referred to as "signs." The signs are given to
confirm the deity of Jesus. The seven principal signs from this
gospel are in John 2:1-11, 4:46-51, 5:1-9, 6:1-14, 6:16-21, 9:1-
7, and 11:1-46.

Deity of Jesus

John emphasized the eternal nature and deity of Christ. This
gospel reveals a great deal about the relationship between the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Some of the deepest truths about
God can be found in within the four chapters of the upper room
discourse (John 14, 15, 16, and 17).

Did You Know?

The public ministry of Jesus lasted for approximately 3 %2 years.
We know this because John recorded 3 Passovers during Christ’s
ministry (John 2:13, 6:4, and 11:55).°

The mothers of John and Jesus may have been sisters (John
19:25).

Some of the most memorable events in the life of Jesus are
presented only in John. For example, only John recorded the
wedding feast at Cana, the woman at the well, and the raising of
Lazarus (John 2:1-11, 4:1-42, 11:1-12:11).

5 Hoehner, Harold W. Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ, Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan, 1977.
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Exploring the Gospels - An introduction to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
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Gospels at a Glance
This chart shows some of the unique characteristics and key differences between the gospels of Matthew, Mark,

Luke, and John.
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Audience

Jews

Romans

Greeks

Gentile Christians

Author

Tax collector and
apostle. Also known
as "Levi."

Missionary with
Barnabus and Paul.
Called a son by

Greek doctor who
travelled with Paul.
Wrote Acts as

Fisherman, apostle,
and elder. Wrote 5
NT books. Died at

Peter. sequel. an old age.
Date Written 37-68 A.D. 40-65 A.D. 59-61 A.D. 80-98 A.D.
Probably written Probably the 1st Probably written The last gospel
after Mark. gospel written. after Mark and written.

Matthew. (Luke 1:1-

3)

ORI CTTTET R G R o T

promised Messiah.

Depiction of King of the Jews Powerful Servant of |Perfect Savior of Son of God
Jesus God Man
Key Words Kingdom, Fulfill Immediately, Son of Man Believe, Life, World,
Authority Father, Son
Key Verse Matthew 27:37 Mark 10:45 Luke 19:10 John 3:16
Characteristics  |Evidence to prove |Fast paced and Careful and The gospel of belief.
Jesus was the visual. historical.

TN

gEin

Quoted

Miracles 29 23 23 10
Parables 31 13 37 3
Sermons 10 5 13 8
Times the OT is 45 23 23 14
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Notes

Handbook of
teachings about the
Kingdom.

All but 4 chapters
present at least 1
miracle.

Has more parables
than any other
gospel.

Teachings are
presented as
conversations.

- | __ |

Chapters

Verses 1,071 678 1,151 879
Words Over 23,000 Almost 15,000 Over 25,000 Over 18,000
Size Notes 3rd largest NT book |5th largest NT book |1stlargest NT book.

Acts is 2nd with over
24,000 words.

4th largest NT book.
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Genealogy of Jesus Christ

Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38 give the genealogy of Jesus.
Matthew recorded Joseph's lineage, while Luke gave the family
tree of Mary.

Interpretation - Obtain a first century perspective on genealogies.
Learn why the Israelites kept careful family records.

Matthew's account - A Jewish perspective on the ancestors of
Joseph.

Recorded women - Meet some of the remarkable women in Christ's
family tree.

Luke's account - A Greek perspective on the ancestors of Mary.

About Joseph - The unique treatment of Christ's father in the
genealogies.

Jehoiakim's curse - Learn about this obscure prophecy which may
have influenced the virgin birth of Jesus.

Objections - A summary of alleged discrepancies in the
genealogical records.

Closing remarks - Admission of limitations, and links to other
resources.

Print me - A printer friendly version of this complete article. For
those who prefer to study off-line.
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Interpretation principals

To better understand the genealogy of Jesus, it is important to
know some of the notions Jews had regarding ancestral records.
This section discusses property rights, prophecies, and Jewish use
of the word son.

Property rights

Jews carefully maintained accurate genealogical records. They did
so primarily because property rights in Israel were linked to family
heritage.

When the Jews settled in Israel, the tribes were given portions of
the land as an inheritance. Families within each tribe were given
parcels of that land. The land could be farmed, developed, or sold.
Every 50 years a dispossessed family could lay claim to the parcel
of land which their ancestors had received when it was originally
distributed.

Individuals who could not trace their family had no inheritance in
the nation of Israel. They were treated as dispossessed foreigners.
This factor alone contributed strongly to the Jewish preoccupation
with genealogies.

Prophecies

Prophecies also contributed to Jewish interest in genealogies. God
had promised several people that the messiah would be one of
their descendants. To prove this descent, it was important to
maintain accurate genealogical records. The table below shows the
promises and their fulfillment.

Adam Genesis 3:15 Luke 3:38
Abraham Genesis 22:18 Matthew 1:1-2
Luke 3:34
Judah Genesis 49:10 Matthew 1:2-3
Micah 5:2 Luke 3:33
Jesse Isaiah 11:1, 10 Matthew 1:5-6
Luke 3:33
David 2nd Samuel 7:12-13 Matthew 1:1 & 6
Luke 3:31

Use of the word ""'Son"
The Jews did not use the word son in a limited sense, as we do
today.

Matthew 1:1 states Jesus was the "son of David, the son of
Abraham." This appears to indicate that David was the father of
Jesus, and Abraham was his grandfather. A Jew would have
understood that Matthew did not mean there was only one
generation between these men; but that Jesus was a descendant
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of David, who was a descendant of Abraham. This fact is born out
in the verses that follow (Matthew 1:2-17).

In the Jewish mind, the word son could be applied to one
who was not a literal, first generation son, as is commonly
understood today. It could mean a descendant; which could be a
grandson, great grandson, or son of a more distant generation.

The custom of skipping generations can be called "genealogical
abridgement.”

Genealogical abridgement

Genealogical abridgement occurs not only in Matthew 1:1, but also
in the Old Testament. Compare Ezra 7:3 with 1st Chronicles 6:7-
10, and you can see how Ezra deliberately skipped six generations
from Meriaoth to Azariah (son of Johanan).

Son could also be used to describe kinship without sonship.
Although Zerubbabel was the nephew of Shealtiel (1st Chronicles
3:17-19), he was called the "son of Shealtiel" (Ezra 3:2, Nehemiah
12:1, Haggai 1:12).

Jair is another example of this principle. He was a distant son-in-
law of Manasseh (1st Chronicles 2:21-23 and 7:14-15); yet, he
was called the "son of Manasseh™ (Numbers 32:41, Deuteronomy
3:14, 1st Kings 4:13).

The point to remember is that the word son can be applied to
several types of relationships.
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Matthew's genealogy of Jesus
Matthew wrote to the Jews to present Jesus as King of the Jews.
The account is in Matthew 1:1-17.

It begins by showing Jesus was a legal heir to the throne of
David, by virtue of his lineage. This fact is immediately set forth in
verse one, which states Jesus was the "son of David, the son of
Abraham." His kinship to David the King of Israel is mentioned
before that of Abraham, the father of Israel.

Matthew's genealogy traces the ancestors of Joseph, the legal
father of Jesus.

Structure of Genealogy

Matthew's structure descends from father to son, beginning with
Abraham. Additionally, he divides the genealogy into three groups
of fourteen generations, separated by important historic points
(Matthew 1:17).

Three Divisions

The three divisions of Matthew's genealogy are:
1. Abraham to the reign of King David (Matthew 1:2-6).
2. David's kingdom to the Babylonian captivity (Matthew 1:6-11).
3. Release from Babylonian captivity to Christ (Matthew 1:12-16).

Names in Matthew's Account
The names in each division appear below.

Abraham David Jeconiah

| saac Solomon Shealtiel
Jacob Abijah Zerubbabel
Judah Asa Abiud
Perez Jehoshaphat Eliakim
Hezron Joram Azor

Ram Uzziah Zadok
Amminadab Jotham Achim
Nashon Ahaz Eliud
Salmon Hezekiah Eleazar
Boaz Manasseh Matthan
Obed Amon Jacob
Jesse Josiah Joseph
David Jeconiah Jesus Christ
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An Abridged Genealogy

Matthew abridged the genealogy by omitting some names that
appear in earlier records. Some speculate that the abridged
arrangement was intended to aid in memorization. Genealogical
abridgement has biblical precedent, as was disussed earlier.

Repeated Names

It is important to note that Matthew did not say there was a total
of 42 generations (i.e. 14 multiplied by 3). He respectively
indicated that there were 14 generations from Abraham to David,
14 from David to the Babylonian Captivity, and 14 from the
release to Christ.

The names of David and Jeconiah are repeated in the genealogy.
David's name was repeated because he was alive when the first
division ended, and when the second division began.

Jeconiah's name may have been repeated because of a
transcription error. Jeconiah's father was Jehoiakim. The names
had similar spellings. Given the fact that some ancient manuscripts
contain both names, it is not unreasonable to admit that a
transcriber may have overlooked the different spellings, and
repeated Jeconiah's name.
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Women in Christ's Genealogy
Matthew included five women in his genealogy of Christ. This is
notable since it was not customary for Jews to include women in
their records.

Even more remarkable is the fact that Matthew included some
women who had disreputable histories. The five women included
were: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary.

Tamar: Genesis 38:6-30

Tamar was the daughter-in-law of Judah. She was a childless
widow, who was given to her brother-in-law after her husband's
death. By this marriage, her offspring would continue the name
and inheritance of the deceased. Such a union was later called a
Leverite marriage (Deut 25:5-6).

Unfortunately, Tamar's brother-in-law refused to have proper
intercourse with her. God killed him for this. Afterwards, Judah
would not give Tamar to any of his other sons. So Tamar disguised
herself as a harlot and seduced Judah. Through him, she became
the mother of Perez.

Rahab: Joshua 2:1-24

Rahab was a harlot who lived in Jericho. She hid the spies of
Joshua. Because of this, the Israelites spared her life when they
conquered Jericho. She later became the wife of Salmon, and the
mother of Boaz. Rahab's faith was later commended (Heb 11:30-
31).

Ruth: Ruth 1:1-4:22

Ruth was a foreigner from the land of Moab. She was the widow of
a Jew. Her mother-in-law, Naomi, also lived in Moab. Naomi
journeyed to Israel after her family died. Ruth's devotion was
extraordinary. She left her own country to follow Naomi. While in
Israel, Ruth was married to Boaz, one of Naomi's relatives. Ruth
later became the mother of Obed, the grandfather of David the
King.

Bathsheba: 2 Samuel 11:1-27
Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah the Hittite, who was a soldier in
the army of King David. She and David had an adulterous affair.
When David discovered Bathsheba was pregnant, he tried to
cover it up by summoning Uriah home from war, hoping that Uriah
would have intercourse with his wife. Uriah came home to
Jerusalem, but refused to lay with Bathsheba as long as the armies
of Israel were at war.
So, David sent Uriah back into battle, with orders that Uriah
should be withdrawn from when the fighting became fierce. After
Uriah was slain in this manner, David took Bathsheba as his own
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wife. God punished them for this by killing their first child.
Bathsheba later became the mother of Solomon.

Mary: Matthew 1:18-25, Luke 1:26-56
Mary was the mother of Jesus and the wife of Joseph. She was a
virgin when Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit.

Joseph was betrothed to Mary when he discovered she was
pregnant. He intended to put her away secretly because this was
shameful. However, an angel told Joseph what had happened. So
Joseph took Mary as his wife, and kept her as a virgin until she
gave birth to Jesus.

During her pregnancy, Mary spent time with her relative
Elizabeth, who was the mother of John the Baptist (Luke 1:39-56).
Mary was not a perpetual virgin, as she later became the mother
of other sons and daughters (Matthew 13:55-56).

Mary was a widow at the time of Jesus' death. While on the
cross, Jesus committed her to the care of John, his apostle (John
19:25-27).
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Luke's Genealogy of Jesus

This record is in Luke 3:23-38. Luke was a physician. He carefully
investigated the life of Christ, and wrote the books of Luke and
Acts (Colossians 4:14, Luke 1:1-4, Acts 1:1).

Luke's Audience
The original readers of Luke's works were Greek Christians. While
Matthew wrote to the Jews, Luke wrote to the Greeks.

Matthew's genealogy emphasized Jesus' claim to the throne of
David. Since Luke's readers were less concerned about the
fulfillment of Jewish prophecy, his genealogy focused on Jesus'
descent from God. It placed no emphasis on Jesus being the
descendant of King David.

Reason for Differences

Differences between the genealogies of Matthew and Luke may be
attributed to the fact that Matthew traced the ancestry of Joseph,
while Luke traced the that of Mary.

Unique Placement of the Genealogy

The placement of Luke's genealogy is after the baptism of Christ.
When Jesus was baptized, God said "This is my beloved son.”
Immediately following this event, as if to prove God's declaration,
Luke inserted the genealogy.

Encouragement to Greek Christians

The genealogy culminated by showing Jesus was the "son of
Adam, the son of God" (Luke 3:28). This emphasized the humanity
of Jesus, and the equality of all christians, regardless of ethnic
backgrounds.

Christians of Jewish descent originally considered Greek
Christians as inferior to themselves (Acts 15:1-31, Galatians 2:11-
16). Luke's genealogy underscored the fact that Jesus was the son
of God. Since all men are made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-
27), this may have been a source of encouragement to the Greek
Christians.
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Joseph in Christ's genealogy

Matthew and Luke showed that Joseph was a legal parent, but not
a genetic parent to Jesus. Jesus was miraculously conceived in
Mary, through the Holy Spirit. By virtue of being Mary's husband,
Joseph was considered the father of Jesus. Since Jesus was born
into Joseph's family, he was a legal heir. Through Joseph, Jesus
obtained a rightful claim to the throne of David.

Although Jesus was a legal descendant to Joseph, he was not a
physical descendant. Luke's genealogy directly addressed this
issue by stating Jesus was "supposedly the son of Joseph” (Luke
3:23). Clearly, people had assumed that Joseph was the biological
father of Jesus, when in fact he was not (Matthew 13:55).

Who was Joseph's Father?

At first glance, Matthew and Luke appear to be in disagreement as
to who Joseph's father was. Matthew states he was the son of
Jacob, while Luke states he was the son of Heli. Fortunately, an
unlikely source has aided scholars in unraveling this mystery.

The Jerusalem Talmud indicates that Mary was the daughter of
Heli (Haggigah, Book 77, 4). Joseph was the son-in-law of Heli.
Luke could rightfully call Joseph the "son of Heli" because this was
in compliance with use of the word "son" at that time. Moreover,
designating a son-in-law as a son had scriptural precedent. Refer
to Son in Jewish Genealogies for more on this topic.

Thus, Joseph was the son of Jacob, and the son-in-law of Heli.
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The Curse of Jehoiakim
An unusual curse in Jeremiah 36:1-32 gives new insight into the
virgin birth of Jesus.

The Curse

Jehoiakim was a king of Israel. He angered God by burning a scroll
that Jeremiah the prophet wrote. God cursed Jehoiakim by
indicating that none of his children would sit on the throne of
David (Jeremiah 36:29-31). And although Jehoiakim had children,
scripture shows that none of them ever reigned as King David had.

The Problem

Joseph, the father of Jesus, was one of Jehoiakim's descendants
(through Jeconiah). Joseph's offspring could not claim David's
throne because of the curse. Jesus laid claim to the throne of
David (Luke 1:32, Acts 2:30, Hebrews 12:2). If Jesus had been
born of Joseph, the curse would have been contradicted.

Also, God had promised David that one of his physical
descendants would reign on the throne of his kingdom forever (2
Samuel 7:12-13). As explained above, Joseph was excluded from
being the genetic father of the future king of Israel.

It was impossible to fulfill the requirements of both curse and
promise by natural means. One man had to be both heir to and
offspring of David, without being the genetic descendant of
Jehoiakim. This problem required a divine solution.

The Solution

God created a solution through the miracle of the virgin birth.
Although Joseph was one of Jehoiakim's offspring (through
Solomon), Mary was not. She was a descendant of Nathan, one of
David's other sons (Luke 3:31). God's promise to David was
fulfilled because Mary was the biological parent of Jesus.

The virgin birth also addressed the curse God had pronounced
upon Jehoiakim. Kingship was an inherited right. By Joseph, Jesus
inherited a legal claim to the throne of David. However, he was
exempt from the curse of Jehoiakim because Joseph was not his
genetic father.

So the miracle of the virgin birth accomplished God's will in two
ways. First, it granted Jesus a legal claim to the throne of David.
And second, it maintained the integrity of the curse God had
pronounced upon Jehoiakim. Indeed, Jesus was not one of
Jehoiakim's offspring.
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Alleged Discrepancies

A discussion of the genealogies would be incomplete without

considering some of the apparent discrepancies between the

records. Some of the most common objections are raised here.
Those which are addressed in greater detail in the preceding

information, are briefly recapped.

1. If Matthew indicated there were 42 generations from
Abraham to Jesus, why do only 40 names appear in his
genealogy?

This is a common objection, which a cursory look at Matthew 1:17
would seem to justify.

However, careful examination shows that Matthew broke the
genealogy down into three historic divisions, each of which
contained fourteen generations. Two of the names are repeated.
David's was repeated because he was alive when the first division
ended, and the second division began.

It is widely held that Jeconiah's name was repeated because of a
mistranslation. Jeconiah's father's name was Jehoiakim. The
names had similar spellings. Apparently the oversight of
transcribers caused the name to be repeated. This scenario has
added credibility because some ancient manuscripts actually do
contain both names.

2. Matthew's genealogy is inconsistent with Old Testament
records, that show Matthew skipped generations.

Matthew's genealogy was deliberately abridged. This may have
been to aid in memorization of the tables. Old Testament writers
also abridged their genealogical records, so Matthew had scriptural
precedent to do so (compare Ezra 7:3 with 1 Chronicles 6:7-10).

3. Comparison shows that Matthew and Luke did not record
the same names in their genealogies. Since they are not in
harmony with each other, one or both of them must be
erroneous.

Matthew and Luke traced two family histories. Matthew recorded
the ancestors of Joseph, the legal father of Jesus. Luke recorded
the ancestors of Mary, the biological mother of Jesus. The
divergence of names is natural, given the fact that both authors
presented two different family trees.

4. Luke stated that Joseph was the son of Heli, while
Matthew stated he was the son of Jacob.

The Jerusalem Talmud shows that Joseph was the son-in-law of
Heli. Joseph's father was Jacob. It was customary to refer to a son-
in-law as a son in the first century. So Luke's statement was
culturally correct.
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Closing Remarks

"Instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, nor to pay
attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to
mere speculation, rather than furthering the administration of
God..."

~ Paul's advice to Timothy (1 Timothy 1:3-4)

Paul's Advice
Paul gave Timothy sound advice. The differences in the
genealogies raise many questions. Admittedly, much of the
documentation that would enable us to draw absolute conclusions
is not available.

Instead of dwelling on the many speculations regarding the
genealogies, this article has focused on presenting the most
probable truths.

Response of 1st Century Jews
Many first century Jews were literate, vocal opponents of
Christianity. Unlike modern scholars, they had access to the
original genealogical records. Had the genealogies been
inaccurate, it would have been easy for a first century Jew to
prove that they were.

Although the Jews were both predisposed to and capable of
refuting the genealogies, they did not. One might conclude that
their silence is testimony to the accuracy of the gospel writers.

Other Issues
Brevity and clarity have been key considerations in this work. The
material presented here has been limited to that which this author
deems most relevant and credible.

It would be remiss to disregard other issues related to the
genealogies. The following issues have not been presented, but
may be of interest.

. Roman burning of the genealogical records.

. The many Leverite marriage possibilities.

. Theories that both genealogies are through Joseph.
. The debate over Shealtiel and Zerubbabel.

Links

Much has been written regarding the genealogy of Jesus. Some
additional sites which further explore this topic are indicated
below.

The Genealogies of the Bible: A Neqglected Subject

The Genealogies in Matthew and Luke
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Gospel Harmony: A chronological chart of the Life of Jesus Christ.

. horme
LIfE‘ ﬂf Life #ﬁh? History iﬁhf Teachings
-
. Harmony of the Gospels
L\Eﬁ?_ This chart organizes events from the life of Christ in approximate chronological order. When an event appears in more than one
Life Summan gospel, the parallel apcgunts are grouped to_gether. _ _ o _
Understand that this is a general guide. Since many passages omit clear time references, some of the sequencing is speculative.
13-Week Course - - - -
- This gospel harmony is also available in Adobe Acrobat (.pdf) format.
Birth of Jesus
Genealogy Dynamic Sorting
Gospel Harmony You can sort this chart by book and by event title by clicking on a table header. For example, selecting John will display all the
John the Baptist events from that book in the order which the author presents them.
Miracles of Jesus
Prophecies _ .
. Pre-existence of Christ 1:1-18
Temptation Genealogy of Jesus through Joseph 1:1-17
Genealogy of Jesus through Mary 3:23-38
r Gabriel announces John's birth 1:1-25
Hist ory Gabriel visits Mary 1:26-38
Mary visits Elizabeth, John's mother 1:39-56
r Birth of John the Baptist 1:57-80
MgS_ Angel visits Joseph in adream 1:18-25
Birth of Jesusin Bethlehem 2:1-7
Shepherds visit Jesus 2:8-20
Circumcision of Jesus 2:21
Jesus presented in the Temple 2:22-38
Wise men bring gifts 2:1-12
Joseph's family escapes to Egypt 2:13-15
Herod's wrath on Bethehem's children 2:16-18
Joseph's family settles in Nazareth 2:19-23 2:39
Childhood of Jesus 2:40-52
Ministry of John the Baptist 3:1-12 1:1-8 3:1-20
John baptizes Jesus 3:13-17 1:.9-11 3:21-23
Temptation of Jesus 4:1-11 1:12-13 4:1-13
John's testimony about Christ 1:19-28
John recounts Christ's baptism 1:29-34
The 1st disciples 1:35-51
The 1st miracle - turning water to wine 2:1-12
The 1st temple cleansing 2:13-25
Nicodemus meets Jesus at night 31-21
Disciples baptize many in Judea 3:22-24
Disciples ask John about Jesus 3:25-36
Herod imprisons John the Baptist 4:12 1:14 (3:19-20)
Jesus withdraws from Judea 4:1-3
Samaritan woman at Jacob's well 4:4-26
Disciples question Jesus 4:27-38
Samaritans come to Jesus 4:39-42
Jesus continues toward Galilee 4:14-15 4:43
The 1st rejection in Nazareth 4:16-30
Arrival in Canaof Galilee 4:43-45
The 2nd miracle - Official's son healed 4:46-54
Jesus settles in Capernaum 4:13-17 1:14-15 4:31-32
Fishermen called to be disciples 4:18-22 1:16-20
Demoniac in Capernaum Synagogue 1:21-28 4:33-37
Peter's mother-in-law healed 8:14-17 1:29-31 4:38-39
Many healed at sunset 1:32-34 4:40-41
Disciples seek Jesus 1:35-38 4:42-43
Jesus preaches in the Synagogues 4:23-25 1:39 4:44
Jesus preaches in Simon's boat 5:1-3
Miraculous catch of fish 5:4-11
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Gospel Harmony: A chronological chart of the Life of Jesus Christ.

Jesus heals a leper 8:2-4 1:40-45 5:12-16

Jesus cures a paralytic 9:2-8 2:1-12 5:17-26

Matthew (Levi) called to be adisciple 9:9 2:13-14 5:27-28

Parables at Levi's reception 9:10-17 2:15-22 5:29-39

Jesus in Jerusalem at the 2nd Passover 5:1
Man healed at pools of Bethesda 5:2-15
Jesus challenged for healing on Sabbath 5:16-47
Disciples pick grain on the Sabbath 12:1-8 2:23-28 6:1-5

Man's hand healed on the Sabbath 12:9-14 3:1-6 6:6-11

Jesus withdraws to the sea 12:14-21 37

Many follow Jesus to be healed 4:23-25 3:7-12

Jesus prays on a mountain 6:12

Jesus selects 12 disciples 3:13-19 6:13-16

Jesus descends and heals the multitude 6:17-19

Jesus ascends to address the multitude 5:1

Sermon on the Mount 5:1-8:1 6:20-49

Jesus heals a Centurion's servant 8:5-13 7:1-10

Widow of Nain's son is raised 7:11-17

John sends 2 disciples to question Jesus 11:2-6 7:18-23

Jesus commends John the Baptist 11:7-19 7:24-35

Jesus rebukes 3 cities 11:20-30

Jesus dines with Simon the Pharisee 7:36-50

Generous women 8:1-3

Jesus heals a demon-possessed man 12:22-23 3:20-22

Pharisees rebuked 12:24-37 3:22-30

The sign of Jonah 12:38-45

Family seeks Jesus 12:46-50 3:31-35 8:19-21

Parables by the Sea 13:1-35 4:1-34 8:4-18

Parables explained and told in private 13:36-53

Orders to cross the Sea of Galilee 8:18 4:35 8:22

Jesus calms a stormy sea 8:23-27 4:36-41 8:23-25

Legion cast out of violent man 8:28-34 5:1-20 8:26-39

Jesus sails to Capernaum 91 5:21 8:40

Jairus asks Jesus to heal his daughter 9:18-19 5:22-23 8:41-42

11l woman is healed by touching Jesus 9:20-22 5:24-34 8:42-48

Daughter's death is reported to Jairus 5:35-36 8:49-50

Jesus raises Jairus' daughter to life 9:23-26 5:37-43 8:51-56

Jesus heals two blind men 9:27-31

Jesus heals a mute demoniac 9:32-34

The 2nd rejection in Nazareth 13:54-58 6:1-6

12 sent out to preach 9:35-11:1 6:7-13 9:1-6

Death of John the Baptist 14:1-12

Herod fears John the Baptist has risen 6:14-29 9:7-9

12 return and they withdraw 14:13 6:30-32 9:10 6:1
Jesus teaches and heals the multitude 14:14 6:33-34 9:11 6:2
Jesus feeds 5,000 14:15-21 6:35-44 9:12-17 6:3-14
Jesus prays alone 14:22-23 6:45-47 6:15
Jesus walks on water 14:24-27 6:48-52 6:16-21
Peter walks on water, then sinks 14:28-33

Healings in Gennesaret 14:34-36 6:53-56

Bread of Life discourse 6:22-7:1
Traditions of men rebuked 15:1-11 7:1-16

Parable explained in private 15:12-20 7:17-23

Gentile woman's faith 15:21-28 7:24-30

Jesus heals a deaf man 7:31-37

Many healed on a mountain 15:29-31

Jesus feeds 4,000 15:32-39 8:1-10

Pharisees seek asign 16:1-4 8:11-13

Leaven of the Pharisees 16:5-12 8:13-21

Blind man cured in Bethsaida 8:22-26

Peter confesses that Jesus is the Christ 16:13-20 8:27-30

Jesus rebukes Peter 16:21-28 8:31-9:1 9:18-27

The Transfiguration 17:1-8 9:2-8 9:28-36

Elijah discussed while descending 17:9-13 9:9-13
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Demon is cast out of boy

Disciples ask about the miracle

Jesus discusses his death

Jesus pays Temple tax with amiracle
Disciples argue about who is the greatest
John's zeal without understanding
Warnings about stumbling blocks
Parable about the lost sheep
Instructions on church discipline
Peter's question about forgiveness
Feast of Booths at hand

Brothers advise Jesus to go to Judea
Jesus staysin Galilee

Jesus sets his face to go to Jerusalem
Messengers sent to Samaria to prepare way
James and John rebuked for attitude
Unfit followers

People afraid to speak publicly of Jesus
Jesus in the temple mid-feast

Jesus say's some seek to kill him
Defense for healing on Sabbath

Jesus cries out in the temple
Multitudes amazed at Signs

Pharisees seek to sieze Jesus

Last day of Feast

Rivers of living water

Division among the people

Pharisees question officers

Judgement of Nicodemus

Jesus goes to the Mount of Olives
Teaches at temple in the morning
Adulterous woman brought to Jesus
Light of the world

Sent by the Father

Temple debate about father Abraham
Jesus leaves the temple

Jesus heals a man born blind
Neighbors question the former blind man
Pharisees question man's parents

Jesus finds the man

Pharisees ask if they are blind

Jesus explains heis the Good Shepherd
Division among the Jews

Seventy sent out

Seventy return

Jesus rejoices

Jesus privately blessesthe 12

Lawyer tests Jesus

Parable of the Good Samaritan

Martha prepares whild Mary listens
Jesus teaches the disciples how to pray
Blasphemy and teachings on demons
A woman blesses Mary

Sign of Jonah

The lamp of the body

Lunch with a Pharisee

Jesus does not wash his hands

Jesus pronounces woes on the Pharisees
Jesus pronounces woes on the Lawyers
Jesus leaves, and they plot against him.
Jesus teaches a great crowd

Jesus warns against greed

Parables about being ready

Peter's question

17:14-18
17:19-21
17:22-23
17:24-27
18:1-6

18:7-11

18:12-14
18:15-20
18:21-35

8:19-22
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9:28-29
9:30-32

9:33-37
9:38-42
9:43-50

9:37-43

9:44-45

9:46-48
9:49-50

9:51

9:52-53
9:54-56
9:57-62

10:1-16
10:17-20
10:21-22
10:23-24
10:25-28
10:29-37
10:38-42
11:1-13
11:14-26
11:27-28
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11:33-36
11:37
11:38
11:39-44
11:45-52
11:53-54
12:1-12
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12:41
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More parables 12:42-59

Fate of Galileans reported to Jesus 13:1-5

Parable of thefig tree 13:6-9

Woman healed on the Sabbath 13:10-13

Synagogue official opposes Jesus 13:14-17

Parables of mustard seed and leaven 13:18-21

Feast of Dedication in the temple 10:22-23
Jews confront Christ 10:24-39
Jesus goes to Aenon near Salim 10:40-42
Jesus travels toward Jerusalem 13:22

How many will be saved? 13:23-30

Pharisees warn Jesus about Herod 13:31-35

In a Pharisee's house on the Sabbath 14:1

Man with dropsy healed 14:2-6

Parable of the guests 14:7-11

Parable to the host of the feast 14:12-14

Parable of the dinner 14:15-24

Great multitudes travel with Jesus 14:25

The cost of discipleship 14:25-35

Eats with tax collectors and sinners 15:1-2

Lost sheep, coin, and son 15:3-32

Parable of the unrighteous steward 16:1-13

Pharisees scoff. Teaching on divorce. 16:14-18

The rich man and Lazarus 16:19-31

Jesus instructs disciples 17:1-10

Lazarus of Bethany reported sick 11:1-6
Jesus delays for 2 days 11:6
Jesus prepares 12 to go to Judea 11:7-16
Arrives near Bethany, 2 days later 11:17-18
Martha meets Jesus 11:19-29
Mary comes to Jesus 11:30-37
Jesus comes to the tomb 11:38
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead 11:39-44
Unbelievers report to Pharisees 11:45-46
Conspiracy to kill Jesus 11:47-53
Jesus goes to Ephraim 11:54
Ten lepers are cleansed 17:11-14

Samaritan returns to thank Jesus 17:15-19

Pharisees ask about the Kingdom 17:20-21

Jesus warns disciples about the future 17:22-37

Parable of the unjust judge 18:1-8

Parable of the Pharisee and tax collector 18:9-14

Jesus goes to Judea by the Jordan 19:1 10:1

Multitudes follow Jesus 19:2

Pharisees question Jesus about divorce 19:3-9 10:2-9

Disciples question Jesus about divorce 19:10-12 10:10-12

Jesus blesses little children 19:13-15 10:13-16 18:15-17

Rich young ruler 19:16-26 10:17-27 18:18-27

Disciples reward 19:27-30 10:28-31 18:28-30

First shall be last discourse 20:1-16

Jesus predicts death on road to Jerusalem 20:17-19 10:32-34 18:31-34

Request for James and John 20:20-24 10:35-41

Relationship of disciples to each other 20:25-28 10:42-45

Blind men healed near Jericho 20:29-34 10:46-52 18:35-43

Zaccheusis converted near Jericho 19:1-10

Jesus is near Jerusalem 19:11

Blind men healed near Jericho 19:12-27

Journey toward Jerusalem for Passover 11:54
Jesus discussed by Jews and Priests 11:55-57
Jesus in Bethany 12:1
Mary anoints Jesus in Simon's house 12:2-8
Mary's deed recounted 26:6-13 14:3-9

Crowds come to see Jesus and Lazarus 12:9
Chief priests conspireto kill Lazarus 12:10-11
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Jesus ascends toward Jerusalem 21:1 111 19:28

Two disciples get acolt 21:1-7 11:1-7 19:29-35

Triumphal entry into Jerusalem 21:8-11 11:7-10 19:35-38 12:12-18
Pharisees reaction 19:39-40 12:19
Jesus weeps for Jerusalem 19:41-44

Jesus enters Jerusalem then goes to Bethany 11:11

Jesus curses afig tree 11:12-14

The 2nd temple cleansing 21:12-13 11:15-17 19:45-46

Jesus heals many in the temple 21:14

Jewish |leaders seek to destroy Jesus 21:15-16 11:18 19:47-48

Jesus leaves Jerusalem 21:17 11:19

The withered fig tree (next morning) 21:18-22 11:20-26

Authority challenged in the Temple 21:23-27 11:27-33 20:1-8

Parable of the two sons 21:28-32

Parable of the vine growers 21:33-46 12:1-12 20:9-18

Parable of the wedding feast 22:1-14

Jews question on paying taxes 22:15-22 12:13-17 20:19-26

Sadducees question the resurrection 22:23-33 12:18-27 20:27-40

Scribes and Pharisees question Jesus 22:34-40 12:28-34

Jesus questions them about baptism 22:41-46 12:35-37 20:41-44

Warnings about Scribes and Pharisees 23:1-39 12:38-40 20:45-47

The widow's mite 12:41-44 21:1-4

Disciples admire the temple 24:1-2 13:1-2 21:5-6

4 fishermen question Jesus 24:3 13:34 21:7

Jesus warns disciples of persecution 24:4-14 13:5-13 21:8-19

Jesus predicts the fall of Jerusalem 24:15-28 13:14-23 21:20-24

Jesus teaches about the 2nd coming 24:29-31 13:24-27 21:25-28

Parable of the fig tree 24:32-33 13:28-29 21:29-31

Warnings to be alert 24:34-51 13:30-37 21:32-36

Parable of the 10 virgins 25:1-13

Parable of the talents 25:14-30

Warnings about the Judgment 25:31-46

Jesus predicts day of crucifixion 26:1-2

People come early to hear Jesus teach 21:37-38

Greeks seek Jesus 12:20-22
Final public appeals to unbelievers 12:23-50
Plot to kill Jesus 26:3-5 14:1-2 22:1-2

Judas bargains to betray Jesus 26:14-16 14:10-11 22:3-6

Peter & John sent to prepare for Passover 26:17-19 14:12-16 22:7-13

Fellowship in the upper room 26:20 14:17 22:14

Jesus washes the disciples' feet 13:1-20
The Lord's Supper 26:26-29 14:22-25 22:14-20 | Cor 11:23-29
Jesus predicts his betrayal 26:21-25 14:18-21 22:21-23 13:21-26
Judas leaves 13:27-30
A new commandment 13:31-35
Dispute about the greatest disciple 22:24-30

Jesus predicts the disciples denial 26:31-32 14:27-28

Jesus tells Simon he prayed for him 22:31-32

Jesus predicts Peter's denials 26:33-35 14:29-31 22:33-34 13:36-38
Jesus warns the disciples to be prepared 22:35-38

Jesus comforts the disciples 14:1-4
Jesus responds to Thomas 14:5-7
Jesus responds to Philip 14:8-21
Jesus responds to Judas not | scariot 14:22-31
They sing ahymn and |leave 26:30 14:26 14:31
The farewell discourse 15:1-16:33
Jesus prays for his disciples 17:1-26
The fellowship enters Gethsemane 26:36 14:32 22:39-40 18:1
Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane 26:36-46 14:32-42 22:40-46

Mob comes to arrest Jesus 26:47 14,43 18:2-3
Judas betrays Jesus with akiss 26:48-50 14:44-45 22:47-48

Jesus answers the mob with authority 18:4-9
Peter seversthe ear of Malchus 26:50-54 14:46-47 22:49-50 18:10-11
Jesus heals the high priest's servant 22:51
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Gospel Harmony: A chronological chart of the Life of Jesus Christ.

Jesusis arrested. The disciplesflee. 26:55-56 14:48-52 22:52-54 18:12
Jesus lead to high priest's house 26:57 14:53 22:54 18:13-14
Peter follows at a distance 26:58 14:54 22:54 18:15-16
Peter's 1st denial - doorkeeping girl 26:69-70 14.:66-68 22:55-57 18:17-18
Annas questions Jesus 18:19-24
Peter's 2nd denial - by thefire 26:71-72 14:69-70 22:58 18:25
Peter's 3rd denial - relative of Malchus 26:73-75 14:70-72 22:59-62 18:26-27
Guards beat Jesus 22:63-65

False witnesses testify 26:59-61 14:55-59

Caiaphas condemns Jesus 26:62-66 14:60-64 22:66-71

Sanhedrin beats Jesus 26:67-68 14:65

Jesus lead from Caiaphas to Pragtorium 18:28
Remorse of Judas 27:1-10 Acts 1:16-20

Jesus before Pilate 27:1-14 23:1-7 18:29-38
Jesus before Herod 23:8-10

Herod's soldiers mock Jesus 15:1-5 23:11-12

Pilate releases Barabbas 27:15-26 15:6-15 23:13-25 18:38-40
Pilate's soldiers crown and mock Jesus 27:27-30 15:16-20 19:1-3
Pilate tries to release Jesus 19:4-7
Pilate questions Jesus again 19:8-11
Pilate tries to release Jesus again 19:12
Pilate sentences Jesus 19:13-15
Pilate delivers Jesus to be crucified 19:16
Jesus carries the cross 19:17
Simon of Cyrene bears the cross 27:31-32 15:20-21 23:26

Jesus speaks to weeping women 23:27-32

Jesus is brought to Golgotha 27:33 15:22 23:32-33 19:17
Soldiers offer Jesus sour wine mix 27:34 15:23

Heis crucified on the 3rd hour 15:25

2 robbers are crucified with Jesus 27:38 15:27-28 23:33 19:18
Inscription written by Pilate 27:37 15:26 23:38 19:19-22
"Forgive them..." 23:34

Soldiers divide the garments of Jesus 27:35-36 15:24 2334 19:23-24
"Behold your mother." 19:25-27
Multitudes mock Jesus 27:39-43 15:29-32 23:35-37

Robbers mock Jesus 27:44 15:32 23:39

One robber rebukes the other 23:40-41

"...you will be with mein Paradise." 2343

Darkness from 6th to Sth hour 27:45 15:33 23:44-45

"Eloi, Eloi, Lamma, Sabachthani" 27:46 15:34

"| thirst." 19:28
Jesus is offered sour wine on areed. 27:47-49 15:35-36 19:29-30
"It isfinished." 19:30
Jesus cries out 27:50 15:37 23:46

"Into Thy hands | commit my spirit." 23:46

Jesus bows his head and dies 27:50 15:37 23:46 19:30
Temple vell torn from top to bottom 27:51 15:38 23:45

Earthquake 27:51

Saintsrise, after Christ's resurrection 27:52-53

Centurion glorifies God 27:54 15:39 23:47

Multitude leaves grieving 2348

Women watch from a distance 27:55-56 15:40-41 23:49

Request that legs be broken 19:31-32
Soldier pierces Jesus side 19:33-34
Fulfilment of prophecy 19:35-37
Joseph requests body from Pilate 27:57-58 15:42-43 23:50-52 19:38
Centurion reports that Jesus is dead 15:44-45

Joseph takes the body 15:45 19:38
Nicodemus and Joseph prepare the body 19:39-40
Body placed in new garden tomb 27:59-60 15:46 23:53 19:41-42
Two Mary's watch the burial 27:61 15:47 23:54-55

Roman soldiers guard the tomb 27:62-66

Two Mary's prepare spices and then rest 23:56

Angel rolls stone 28:2-4
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Women bring spices to tomb at dawn
Angels appear to women

Women run to tell disciples

Peter and John inspect the empty tomb
Peter and John go home

Mary Magdalene stands weeping
Mary sees two angels

Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene
Jesus appears to other women
Women report to the disciples
Guards report to the priests

Jesus meets 2 on road to Emmaus
Jesus appears to Simon Peter

Two report to disciplesin Jerusalem

Jesus appears to disciples without Thomas

Disciples report to Thomas

Jesus appears to disciples and Thomas
Jesus appears to seven by the sea
Jesus questions Peter 3 times

Jesus appears to 500 bretheren

Jesus appears to James

Jesus commissions the apostles
Jesusis received into Heaven

John's first testimony

John's second testimony

Luke summarizes the 40 day appearances
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Harmony of the Gospels
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Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Lesson 1

Pre-existence of Christ 1:1-18
Genealogy of Jesus through Joseph 1:1-17

Genealogy of Jesus through Mary 3:23-38

Gabriel announces John's birth 1:1-25

Gabiriel visits Mary 1:26-38

Mary visits Elizabeth, John's mother 1:39-56

Birth of John the Baptist 1:57-80

Angel visits Joseph in a dream 1:18-25

Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem 2:1-7

Shepherds visit Jesus 2:8-20

Circumcision of Jesus 2:21

Jesus presented in the Temple 2:22-38

Wise men bring gifts 2:1-12

Joseph's family escapes to Egypt 2:13-15

Herod's wrath on Bethehem's children 2:16-18

Joseph's family settles in Nazareth 2:19-23 2:39

Childhood of Jesus 2:40-52

Lesson 2

Ministry of John the Baptist 3:1-12 1:1-8 3:1-20

John baptizes Jesus 3:13-17 1:9-11 3:21-23

Temptation of Jesus 4:1-11 1:12-13 4:1-13

John's testimony about Christ 1:19-28
John recounts Christ's baptism 1:29-34
The 1st disciples 1:35-51
The 1st miracle - turning water to wine 2:1-12
The 1st temple cleansing 2:13-25
Nicodemus meets Jesus at night 3:1-21
Disciples baptize many in Judea 3:22-24
Disciples ask John about Jesus 3:25-36
Herod imprisons John the Baptist 4:12 1:14 (3:19-20)

Jesus withdraws from Judea 4:1-3
Samaritan woman at Jacob's well 4:4-26
Disciples question Jesus 4:27-38
Samaritans come to Jesus 4:39-42
Jesus continues toward Galilee 4:14-15 4:43
The 1st rejection in Nazareth 4:16-30

Arrival in Cana of Galilee 4:43-45
The 2nd miracle - Official's son healed 4:46-54
Jesus settles in Capernaum 4:13-17 1:14-15 4:31-32

Fishermen called to be disciples 4:18-22 1:16-20

Demoniac in Capernaum Synagogue 1:21-28 4:33-37

Peter's mother-in-law healed 8:14-17 1:29-31 4:38-39

Many healed at sunset 1:32-34 4:40-41

Disciples seek Jesus 1:35-38 4:42-43

Jesus preaches in the Synagogues 4:23-25 1:39 4:44
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www.LifeofChrist.com

Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Lesson 3

Jesus preaches in Simon's boat 5:1-3

Miraculous catch of fish 5:4-11

Jesus heals a leper 8:2-4 1:40-45 5:12-16

Jesus cures a paralytic 9:2-8 2:1-12 5:17-26

Matthew (Levi) called to be a disciple 9:9 2:13-14 5:27-28

Parables at Levi's reception 9:10-17 2:15-22 5:29-39

Jesus in Jerusalem at the 2nd Passover 5:1
Man healed at pools of Bethesda 5:2-15
Jesus challenged for healing on Sabbath 5:16-47
Disciples pick grain on the Sabbath 12:1-8 2:23-28 6:1-5

Man's hand healed on the Sabbath 12:9-14 3:1-6 6:6-11

Jesus withdraws to the sea 12:14-21 37

Many follow Jesus to be healed 4:23-25 3:7-12

Jesus prays on a mountain 6:12

Jesus selects 12 disciples 3:13-19 6:13-16

Jesus descends and heals the multitude 6:17-19

Jesus ascends to address the multitude 5:1

Sermon on the Mount 5:1-8:1 6:20-49

Lesson 4

Jesus heals a Centurion's servant 8:5-13 7:1-10

Widow of Nain's son is raised 7:11-17

John sends 2 disciples to question Jesus 11:2-6 7:18-23

Jesus commends John the Baptist 11:7-19 7:24-35

Jesus rebukes 3 cities 11:20-30

Jesus dines with Simon the Pharisee 7:36-50

Generous women 8:1-3

Jesus heals a demon-possessed man 12:22-23 3:20-22

Pharisees rebuked 12:24-37 3:22-30

The sign of Jonah 12:38-45

Family seeks Jesus 12:46-50 3:31-35 8:19-21

Parables by the Sea 13:1-35 4:1-34 8:4-18

Parables explained and told in private 13:36-53

Orders to cross the Sea of Galilee 8:18 4:35 8:22

Jesus calms a stormy sea 8:23-27 4:36-41 8:23-25

Legion cast out of violent man 8:28-34 5:1-20 8:26-39

Jesus sails to Capernaum 9:1 5:21 8:40

Jairus asks Jesus to heal his daughter 9:18-19 5:22-23 8:41-42

[l woman is healed by touching Jesus 9:20-22 5:24-34 8:42-48

Daughter's death is reported to Jairus 5:35-36 8:49-50

Jesus raises Jairus' daughter to life 9:23-26 5:37-43 8:51-56

Lesson 5

Jesus heals two blind men 9:27-31

Jesus heals a mute demoniac 9:32-34

The 2nd rejection in Nazareth 13:54-58 6:1-6

12 sent out to preach 9:35-11:1 6:7-13 9:1-6

Death of John the Baptist 14:1-12

Herod fears John the Baptist has risen 6:14-29 9:7-9

12 return and they withdraw 14:13 6:30-32 9:10 6:1
Jesus teaches and heals the multitude 14:14 6:33-34 9:11 6:2
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Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Jesus feeds 5,000 14:15-21 6:35-44 9:12-17 6:3-14
Jesus prays alone 14:22-23 6:45-47 6:15
Jesus walks on water 14:24-27 6:48-52 6:16-21
Peter walks on water, then sinks 14:28-33

Healings in Gennesaret 14:34-36 6:53-56

Bread of Life discourse 6:22-7:1
Traditions of men rebuked 15:1-11 7:1-16

Parable explained in private 15:12-20 7:17-23

Gentile woman's faith 15:21-28 7:24-30

Jesus heals a deaf man 7:31-37

Lesson 6

Many healed on a mountain 15:29-31

Jesus feeds 4,000 15:32-39 8:1-10

Pharisees seek a sign 16:1-4 8:11-13

Leaven of the Pharisees 16:5-12 8:13-21

Blind man cured in Bethsaida 8:22-26

Peter confesses that Jesus is the Christ 16:13-20 8:27-30

Jesus rebukes Peter 16:21-28 8:31-9:1 9:18-27

The Transfiguration 17:1-8 9:2-8 9:28-36

Elijah discussed while descending 17:9-13 9:9-13

Demon is cast out of boy 17:14-18 9:14-27 9:37-43

Disciples ask about the miracle 17:19-21 9:28-29

Jesus discusses his death 17:22-23 9:30-32 9:44-45

Jesus pays Temple tax with a miracle 17:24-27

Disciples argue about who is the greatest 18:1-6 9:33-37 9:46-48

John's zeal without understanding 9:38-42 9:49-50

Warnings about stumbling blocks 18:7-11 9:43-50

Parable about the lost sheep 18:12-14

Instructions on church discipline 18:15-20

Peter's question about forgiveness 18:21-35

Feast of Booths at hand 7:2
Brothers advise Jesus to go to Judea 7:3-8
Jesus stays in Galilee 79
Jesus sets his face to go to Jerusalem 9:51 7:10
Messengers sent to Samaria to prepare way 9:52-53

James and John rebuked for attitude 9:54-56

Unfit followers 8:19-22 9:57-62

People afraid to speak publicly of Jesus 7:11-13
Jesus in the temple mid-feast 7:14-15
Jesus says some seek to kill him 7:16-19
Defense for healing on Sabbath 7:20-24
Jesus cries out in the temple 7:25-30
Multitudes amazed at Signs 7:31
Pharisees seek to sieze Jesus 7:32-36
Last day of Feast 7:37
Rivers of living water 7:37-39
Division among the people 7:40-44
Pharisees question officers 7:45-47
Judgement of Nicodemus 7:48-53
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Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Lesson 7

Jesus goes to the Mount of Olives 8:1
Teaches at temple in the morning 8:2
Adulterous woman brought to Jesus 8:3-11
Light of the world - Taught in temple treasury 8:12-20
Sent by the Father 8:21-30
Temple debate about father Abraham 8:31-59
Jesus leaves the temple 8:59
Jesus heals a man born blind 9:1-7
Neighbors question the former blind man 9:8-12
Pharisees question the man and his parents 9:13-34
Jesus finds the man 9:35-39
Pharisees ask if they are blind 9:40-10:6
Jesus explains he is the Good Shepherd 10:7-18
Division among the Jews 10:19-21
Seventy sent out 10:1-16

Seventy return 10:17-20

Jesus rejoices 10:21-22

Jesus privately blesses the 12 10:23-24

Lawyer tests Jesus 10:25-28

Parable of the Good Samaritan 10:29-37

Martha prepares whild Mary listens 10:38-42

Jesus teaches the disciples how to pray 11:1-13

Blasphemy and teachings on demons 11:14-26

A woman blesses Mary 11:27-28

Sign of Jonah 11:29-32

The lamp of the body 11:33-36

Lunch with a Pharisee 11:37

Jesus does not wash his hands 11:38

Jesus pronounces woes on the Pharisees 11:39-44

Jesus pronounces woes on the Lawyers 11:45-52

Jesus leaves, and they plot against him. 11:53-54

Lesson 8

Jesus teaches a great crowd 12:1-12

Jesus warns against greed 12:13-15

Parables about being ready 12:16-40

Peter's question 12:41

More parables 12:42-59

Fate of Galileans reported to Jesus 13:1-5

Parable of the fig tree 13:6-9

Woman healed on the Sabbath 13:10-13

Synagogue official opposes Jesus 13:14-17

Parables of mustard seed and leaven 13:18-21

Feast of Dedication in the temple 10:22-23
Jews confront Christ 10:24-39
Jesus goes to Aenon near Salim 10:40-42
Jesus travels toward Jerusalem 13:22

How many will be saved? 13:23-30

Pharisees warn Jesus about Herod 13:31-35

In a Pharisee's house on the Sabbath 14:1

Man with dropsy healed 14:2-6
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Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Parable of the guests 14:7-11

Parable to the host of the feast 14:12-14

Parable of the dinner 14:15-24

Great multitudes travel with Jesus 14:25

The cost of discipleship 14:25-35

Eats with tax collectors and sinners 15:1-2

Lost sheep, coin, and son 15:3-32

Parable of the unrighteous steward 16:1-13

Pharisees scoff. Teaching on divorce. 16:14-18

The rich man and Lazarus 16:19-31

Jesus instructs disciples 17:1-10

Lesson 9

Lazarus of Bethany reported sick 11:1-6
Jesus delays for 2 days 11:6
Jesus prepares 12 to go to Judea 11:7-16
Arrives near Bethany, 2 days later 11:17-18
Martha meets Jesus 11:19-29
Mary comes to Jesus 11:30-37
Jesus comes to the tomb 11:38
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead 11:39-44
Unbelievers report to Pharisees 11:45-46
Conspiracy to kill Jesus 11:47-53
Jesus goes to Ephraim 11:54
Ten lepers are cleansed 17:11-14

Samaritan returns to thank Jesus 17:15-19

Pharisees ask about the Kingdom 17:20-21

Jesus warns disciples about the future 17:22-37

Parable of the unjust judge 18:1-8

Parable of the Pharisee and tax collector 18:9-14

Jesus goes to Judea by the Jordan 19:1 10:1

Multitudes follow Jesus 19:2

Pharisees question Jesus about divorce 19:3-9 10:2-9

Disciples question Jesus about divorce 19:10-12 10:10-12

Jesus blesses little children 19:13-15 10:13-16 18:15-17

Rich young ruler 19:16-26 10:17-27 18:18-27

Disciples reward 19:27-30 10:28-31 18:28-30

First shall be last discourse 20:1-16

Jesus predicts death on road to Jerusalem 20:17-19 10:32-34 18:31-34

Request for James and John 20:20-24 10:35-41

Relationship of disciples to each other 20:25-28 10:42-45

Blind men healed near Jericho 20:29-34 10:46-52 18:35-43

Zaccheus is converted near Jericho 19:1-10

Jesus is near Jerusalem 19:11

Blind men healed near Jericho 19:12-27

Journey toward Jerusalem for Passover 11:54
Jesus discussed by Jews and Priests 11:55-57
Jesus in Bethany 12:1
Mary anoints Jesus in Simon's house 12:2-8
Mary's deed recounted 26:6-13 14:3-9

Crowds come to see Jesus and Lazarus 12:9
Chief priests conspire to kill Lazarus 12:10-11
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Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Jesus ascends toward Jerusalem 211 11:1 19:28

Two disciples get a colt 21:1-7 11:1-7 19:29-35

Triumphal entry into Jerusalem 21:8-11 11:7-10 19:35-38 12:12-18
Pharisees reaction 19:39-40 12:19
Jesus weeps for Jerusalem 19:41-44

Lesson 10

Jesus enters Jerusalem then goes to Bethany 11:11

Jesus curses a fig tree 11:12-14

The 2nd temple cleansing 21:12-13 11:15-17 19:45-46

Jesus heals many in the temple 21:14

Jewish leaders seek to destroy Jesus 21:15-16 11:18 19:47-48

Jesus leaves Jerusalem 21:17 11:19

The withered fig tree (next morning) 21:18-22 11:20-26

Authority challenged in the Temple 21:23-27 11:27-33 20:1-8

Parable of the two sons 21:28-32

Parable of the vine growers 21:33-46 12:1-12 20:9-18

Parable of the wedding feast 22:1-14

Jews question on paying taxes 22:15-22 12:13-17 20:19-26

Sadducees question the resurrection 22:23-33 12:18-27 20:27-40

Scribes and Pharisees question Jesus 22:34-40 12:28-34

Jesus questions them about baptism 22:41-46 12:35-37 20:41-44

Warnings about Scribes and Pharisees 23:1-39 12:38-40 20:45-47

The widow's mite 12:41-44 21:1-4

Disciples admire the temple 24:1-2 13:1-2 21:5-6

4 fishermen question Jesus 24:3 13:3-4 217

Jesus warns disciples of persecution 24:4-14 13:5-13 21:8-19

Jesus predicts the fall of Jerusalem 24:15-28 13:14-23 21:20-24

Jesus teaches about the 2nd coming 24:29-31 13:24-27 21:25-28

Parable of the fig tree 24:32-33 13:28-29 21:29-31

Warnings to be alert 24:34-51 13:30-37 21:32-36

Parable of the 10 virgins 25:1-13

Parable of the talents 25:14-30

Warnings about the Judgment 25:31-46

Jesus predicts day of crucifixion 26:1-2

Lesson 11

People come early to hear Jesus teach 21:37-38

Greeks seek Jesus 12:20-22
Final public appeals to unbelievers 12:23-50
Plot to kill Jesus 26:3-5 14:1-2 22:1-2

Judas bargains to betray Jesus 26:14-16 14:10-11 22:3-6

Peter & John sent to prepare for Passover 26:17-19 14:12-16 22:7-13

Fellowship in the upper room 26:20 14:17 22:14

Jesus washes the disciples' feet 13:1-20
The Lord's Supper 26:26-29 14:22-25 22:14-20 | Cor 11:23-29
Jesus predicts his betrayal 26:21-25 14:18-21 22:21-23 13:21-26
Judas leaves 13:27-30
A new commandment 13:31-35
Dispute about the greatest disciple 22:24-30

Jesus predicts the disciples' denial 26:31-32 14:27-28

Jesus tells Simon he prayed for him 22:31-32
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Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Jesus predicts Peter's denials 26:33-35 14:29-31 22:33-34 13:36-38
Jesus warns the disciples to be prepared 22:35-38

Jesus comforts the disciples 14:1-4
Jesus responds to Thomas 14:5-7
Jesus responds to Philip 14:8-21
Jesus responds to Judas not Iscariot 14:22-31
They sing a hymn and leave 26:30 14:26 14:31
The farewell discourse 15:1-16:33
Jesus prays for his disciples 17:1-26
Lesson 12

The fellowship enters Gethsemane 26:36 14:32 22:39-40 18:1
Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane 26:36-46 14:32-42 22:40-46

Mob comes to arrest Jesus 26:47 14;43 18:2-3
Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss 26:48-50 14:44-45 22:47-48

Jesus answers the mob with authority 18:4-9
Peter severs the ear of Malchus 26:50-54 14:46-47 22:49-50 18:10-11
Jesus heals the high priest's servant 22:51

Jesus is arrested. The disciples flee. 26:55-56 14:48-52 22:52-54 18:12
Jesus lead to high priest's house 26:57 14:53 22:54 18:13-14
Peter follows at a distance 26:58 14:54 22:54 18:15-16
Peter's 1st denial - doorkeeping girl 26:69-70 14:66-68 22:55-57 18:17-18
Annas questions Jesus 18:19-24
Peter's 2nd denial - by the fire 26:71-72 14:69-70 22:58 18:25
Peter's 3rd denial - relative of Malchus 26:73-75 14:70-72 22:59-62 18:26-27
Guards beat Jesus 22:63-65

False witnesses testify 26:59-61 14:55-59

Caiaphas condemns Jesus 26:62-66 14:60-64 22:66-71

Sanhedrin beats Jesus 26:67-68 14:65

Jesus lead from Caiaphas to Praetorium 18:28
Remorse of Judas 27:1-10 Acts 1:16-20

Jesus before Pilate 27:1-14 23:1-7 18:29-38
Jesus before Herod 23:8-10

Herod's soldiers mock Jesus 15:1-5 23:11-12

Pilate releases Barabbas 27:15-26 15:6-15 23:13-25 18:38-40
Pilate's soldiers crown and mock Jesus 27:27-30 15:16-20 19:1-3
Pilate tries to release Jesus 19:4-7
Pilate questions Jesus again 19:8-11
Pilate tries to release Jesus again 19:12
Pilate sentences Jesus 19:13-15
Pilate delivers Jesus to be crucified 19:16
Jesus carries the cross 19:17
Lesson 13

Simon of Cyrene bears the cross 27:31-32 15:20-21 23:26

Jesus speaks to weeping women 23:27-32

Jesus is brought to Golgotha 27:33 15:22 23:32-33 19:17
Soldiers offer Jesus sour wine mix 27:34 15:23

He is crucified on the 3rd hour 15:25

2 robbers are crucified with Jesus 27:38 15:27-28 23:33 19:18
Inscription written by Pilate 27:37 15:26 23:38 19:19-22
"Forgive them..." 23:34

www.LifeofChrist.com

© 1999 Ken Palmer



Harmony of the Gospels

www.LifeofChrist.com

Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Soldiers divide the garments of Jesus 27:35-36 15:24 23:34 19:23-24
"Behold your mother." 19:25-27
Multitudes mock Jesus 27:39-43 15:29-32 23:35-37

Robbers mock Jesus 27:44 15:32 23:39

One robber rebukes the other 23:40-41

"...you will be with me in Paradise." 23:43

Darkness from 6th to 9th hour 27:45 15:33 23:44-45

"Eloi, Eloi, Lamma, Sabachthani" 27:46 15:34

"| thirst." 19:28
Jesus is offered sour wine on a reed. 27:47-49 15:35-36 19:29-30
"It is finished." 19:30
Jesus cries out 27:50 15:37 23:46

"Into Thy hands | commit my spirit." 23:46

Jesus bows his head and dies 27:50 15:37 23:46 19:30
Temple veil torn from top to bottom 27:51 15:38 23:45

Earthquake 27:51

Saints rise, after Christ's resurrection 27:52-53

Centurion glorifies God 27:54 15:39 23:47

Multitude leaves grieving 23:48

Women watch from a distance 27:55-56 15:40 23:49

Request that legs be broken 19:31-32
Soldier pierces Jesus' side 19:33-34
Fulfilment of prophecy 19:35-37
Joseph requests body from Pilate 27:57-58 15:42-43 23:50-52 19:38
Centurion reports that Jesus is dead 15:44-45

Joseph takes the body 15:45 19:38
Nicodemus and Joseph prepare the body 19:39-40
Body placed in new garden tomb 27:59-60 15:46 23:53 19:41-42
Two Mary's watch the burial 27:61 15:47 23:54-55

Roman soldiers guard the tomb 27:62-66

Two Mary's prepare spices and then rest 23:56

Angel rolls stone 28:2-4

Women bring spices to tomb at dawn 28:1 16:1-4 24:1-3 20:1
Angels appear to women 28:5-7 16:5-7 24:4-8

Women run to tell disciples 28:8 16:8 24:9-11 20:2
Peter and John inspect the empty tomb 24:12 20:3-9
Peter and John go home 24:12 20:10
Mary Magdalene stands weeping 20:11
Mary sees two angels 20:12-13
Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene 16:9 20:14-17
Jesus appears to the other women 28:9-10

Women report to the disciples 16:10-11 20:18
Guards report to the priests 28:11-15

Jesus meets 2 on road to Emmaus 16:12-13 24:13-32

Jesus appears to Simon Peter 1st Cor 15:5 24:34

Two report to disciples in Jerusalem 24:33-35

Jesus appears to disciples without Thomas 24:36-43 20:19-24
Disciples report to Thomas 20:25
Jesus appears to disciples and Thomas 16:14 20:26-29
Jesus appears to seven by the sea 21:1-14
Jesus questions Peter 3 times 21:15-23
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Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Jesus appears to 500 bretheren 1st Cor 15:6

Jesus appears to James 1st Cor 15:7

Jesus commissions the apostles 28:16-20 16:15-18 24:44-49

Jesus is received into Heaven 16:19-20 24:50-53

John's first testimony 20:30-31
John's second testimony 21:24-25
Luke summarizes the 40 day appearances Acts 1:4-11

Lesson numbers correspond with a free 13-week course found at www.LifeofChrist.com.

author.

This harmony of the gospels is an original work by Ken Palmer. Permission to use this harmony is granted for personal use only. No part
of this document may be stored, reproduced, transmitted, or used for commercial purposes without the express written consent of it's

www.LifeofChrist.com

© 1999 Ken Palmer



Birth of John the Baptist

fg 0 Life i Next B
X Birth of John the Baptist

LIFE The coming of John the Baptist was prophesied by Isaiah 700

Birth of John years before his birth. Isaiah wrote:

Magnificat

- The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Ministry of John Prepare the way of the Lord;
Baptism of Jesus make his paths straight.

Disciples of John

Death of John

The Angel Gabriel
Gabriel appeared to John's father, Zacharias, in the temple. Now
Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth were very old, and had no
children. Gabriel told Zacharias that they would have a son named
John, and that he would be filled with the Holy Spirit while in his
mother's womb.

Zacharias questioned Gabriel, saying "How shall 1 know this?" As
a sign, Gabriel told Zacharias that he would be unable to speak
until his son was born. When Zecharias left the temple, he was
mute, and all who knew him realized he had seen a vision.

Mary visits Elizabeth
Elizabeth and Mary were relatives. In Elizabeth's sixth month of
pregnancy Mary visited her.

Upon hearing Mary's voice, the baby in Elizabeth's womb leaped
with joy. Elizabeth blessed Mary, who then delivered the Song of
Mary, which is also known as the Magnificat. Mary stayed with
Elizabeth for about 3 months.

John is named

When John was born, his relatives wanted to call him Zacharias,
after his father. They came to his father, who wrote as follows,
"His name is John." Immediately Zacharias was able to speak. He
blessed the Lord, and prophesied concerning John, saying:

You will be called
the prophet of the Most High.

John the Baptist grows up
John grew and became strong in spirit. He lived in the deserts until
his ministry began.

Insights

e The unborn have a spirit.

= John the Baptist was related to Jesus. He was 6 or fewer months
older than Christ.

Study
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e Luke 1:1 - 2:80
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. Miracles of Jesus Christ
Liff? All the recorded miracles of Jesus are listed here in approximate chronological order, with
Life Summary scripture references. The miracles are grouped according to "healing" miracles, and "other"
13-Week Course miracles.
Birth of Jesus Healing Miracles of Jesus Christ
Genealogy Recipient ~ Matthew  Mak  Luke  John
. Possessed man 1:21-27 4:33-37
John the Baptist Peter'sin-law 8:14-15 1:20-31 4:38-39
Miracles of Jesus Many at sunset 8:16-17 1:32-39 4:40-41
Proghecies Leper 814 1:40-45 5:12-15
T tati Paralytic 9:1-8 2:1-12 5:18-26
Jemptation Man at Bethesda 5:1-17
Withered hand 12:9-13 3:1-6 6:6-11
[ Crowd in Galilee 4:23-25
H‘{Stﬂr}? Centurion's son 8.5-13 7:1-10
Widow's son 7:11-17
4 2 demoniacs 8:28-34 5:1-20 8:26-39
Mgs— Jairus daughter-1 9:18-19 5:22-24 8:41-42
Unclean woman 9:20-22 5:24-34 8:49-56
Jairus daughter-2 9:23-26 5:35-43 8:49-56
2 blind men 9:27-31
Dumb man 9:32-34
Touching clothes 14:34-36 6:53-56
Crowd in Galilee 9:35
Few in Nazareth 6:1-6
Gentile's daughter 15:21-28 7:24-30
Deaf man 7:31-37
Multitude 15:29-31
Epileptic boy 17:14-21 9:14-29 9:37-42
Blind man 9:1-41
Blind/dumb man 12:22-24 11:14-15
Man of Bethsaida 8:22-26
Stooped woman 13:10-17
Man with Dropsy 14:1-16
Lazarus raised 11:1-45
Ten Lepers 17:11-19
Crowdsin Judea 19:1-2
Bartimaeus 20:29-34 10:46-52 18:35-43
Many in Jerusalem 21:14
Ear of Malchus 22:47-53 18:10-11
Resurrection 28:1-10 16:1-20 24:1-53 20:1-31
Other Miracles of Jesus Christ
Event  Mathew  Mak  Luke  Jon
Water to wine 2:1-11
1st catch of fish 5:1-11
Camsasea 8:23-27 4:35-41 8:22-25
Feeds 5000 14:13-21 6:32-44 9:10-17 6:1-13
Walks on water 14:22-33 6:45-51 6:15-21
Feeds 4000 15:32-39 8:1-10
Money infish 17:24-27
Tree withered 21:18-22 11:12-24
2nd catch of fish 21:1-14
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Temptation of Jesus Christ by Satan
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1st Temptation

2nd Temptation
Practical Lessons

3rd Temptation

Was Jesus Tempted?
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And immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the
wilderness. And He was in the wilderness forty days being tempted
by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the angels were
ministering to Him." - Mark 1:12-13

The Temptation of Christ

So begins and ends Mark's account of the wilderness temptations.
Mark's concise summary helps establish the setting for the
temptation of Jesus.

Background
The wilderness temptation is the first recorded event that follows
the baptism of Jesus. It's important to review Christ's baptism to

better understand the nature of Satan's attacks.

Baptism of Jesus

When Jesus was baptized God declared, "This is my beloved Son in
whom | am well pleased™ (Matthew 3:17, Mark 1:11). Satan
challenged this declaration in the first two temptations.

The wilderness
Following the baptism, Mark indicated that the Spirit "immediately"
led Jesus into the wilderness.

The word "wilderness" refers to deserted areas in the
unpopulated wilds of Palestine. It is often translated as "desert."
Mark indicates Jesus was "with the wild beasts,” presumably
isolated from the distractions of humanity (Mark 1:13).

Jesus fasts 40 days

According to Luke, Jesus "ate nothing" for 40 days prior to the
temptation (Luke 4:2). Moses and Elijah endured similar fasts
before receiving divine revelations from God (Exodus 34:28, 1st
Kings 19:8).
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John the Baptist baptizes Jesus Christ
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Baptism of Jesus

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan river near
Bethany. Jesus was about 30 years old when he was baptized.
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Photo gracio'usly provided by Kim Frazo_r.

John the Baptist

John was reluctant to baptize Jesus, for
he said "I have need to be baptized by
you." John knew that Jesus was the son
of God. Jesus had no need to be forgiven
of sins because he was sinless.

Knowing John's reluctance, Jesus told i
him, "It is proper for us to do this to Jordan River
fulfill all righteousness.” So John obeyed Jesus and baptized him in
the Jordan River.

God's response
When Jesus came up out of the water, the Holy Spirit descended
as a dove, and the voice of God spoke from Heaven, saying

"This is my beloved son,
in whom I am well pleased.”

Jesus begins his ministry

Following his baptism, Jesus was lead by the Holy Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Jesus began his ministry
after these events.

Nature of God
The baptism of Jesus confirms the doctrine of the trinity. Besides
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John the Baptist baptizes Jesus Christ
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John the Baptist, there are 3 individuals presented in the baptism:
» God the Father in Heaven

» Jesus the son of God, and

» the Holy Spirit descending from Heaven.

The godhead consists of 3 beings: the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

Jesus is not the Father

God's words show that Jesus was not an incarnation of the Father.
If Jesus had been, then it would have been more accurate for God
to say "This is an incarnation of myself. I am pleased with myself."

The Holy Spirit is not an "It"

The Holy Spirit is presented as an individual, who leads Jesus into
the wilderness after he is baptized. John the Baptist called the Holy
Spirit by the masculine pronoun "He," which also shows that the
Spirit is not an "It," but an individual. — John 1:32

Study

e Matthew 3:13-17
e Mark 1:9-11

e Luke 3:21-22

e John 1:29-34
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History of Jesus Christ
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Christ

i History of Christ

LIFE History shows that Jesus was a real person. The life of Christ can
be placed in a historical context.

Hﬁfﬂf? _This section is presented to affirm the historical Jesgs, and to
stimulate further personal study on the history of Christ.

Crucifixion

Historians Features

Maps Crucifixion - Read a medical account of the death of Christ, written

Rulers by a doctor. Examine the controversial Shroud of Turin. See the

Timeline dramatic ShockWave animation of the crucifixion.

. Historians - Links to Roman history websites, and to the works of

Mgﬂ_ first century historians, like Josephus, Philo, and Eusebius
Maps - Maps of the Roman Empire, Israel, and Galilee. See where
Jesus traveled, and where John baptized him.
Rulers - Links to sites on Augustus Caesar, Herod, Pilate, and
other rulers who influenced the life of Christ.
Timeline - A timeline for the life of Christ. Learn when he was
born, when his ministry began, and when he died.
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Crucifixion of Jesus Christ - The death of Jesus on a cross.

h
fg 0 =ns Home A7 Life iR Teachings
) Crucifixion
LIFE The practice of crucifixion was adopted by the Romans during the
reign of Alexander the Great.
Hﬁfﬂ These sites present medical and historical information about the
- -l‘}? crucifixion. A link to the dramatic shockwave animation of the
Crucifixion crucifixion is also below.
Historians
Maps On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ - A medical examination of
Rulers the crucifixion, written by a doctor. The gospels, first century
Timeline historians, the shroud of Turin, eye-witness accounts, and
archaeological evidence from the remains of crucified victims are
» referenced in this article.
Teachings
A Physician Testifies about the Crucifixion - Another medical
perspective on the crucifixion.
Crucifixion in Antiquity - An historic examination of crucifixion by
Joe Zias, the Curator of Archaeology/Anthropology for the Israel
Antiquities Authority from 1972 to 1997.
The Shroud of Turin - The controversial Shroud of Turin is a linen
cloth bearing the image of a crucified man. Some believe it was
the burial cloth of Jesus. Form your own conclusions by using this
site’s interactive photos to examine the Shroud.
Animated Crucifixion - A ShockWave animation of the crucifixion.
Although this presentation does not include the 2 robbers who
were crucified beside Christ, it is very dramatic.
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On The Physical Death of Jesus Christ
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when taken down from the cross.

(JAMA 1986;255:1455-1463)
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Jesus of Nazareth underwent Jewish and Roman trials was flogged and was THE LIFE and teachings
sentenced to death by crucifixion. The scourging produced deep stripelike of Jesus of Nazareth have
lacerations and appreciable blood loss and it probably set the stage for formed the basis for a
hypovolemic shock as evidenced by the fact that Jesus was too weakened to major world religion

carry the crossbhar (patibulum) to Golgotha. At the site of crucifixion his wrists (Christianity), have

were nailed to the patibulum and after the patibulum was lifted onto the upright appreciably influenced
post (stipes) his feet were nailed to the stipes. The major pathophysiologic effect the course of human

of crucifixion was an interference with normal respirations. Accordingly death history, and, by virtue of a
resulted primarily from hypovolemic shock and exhaustion asphyxia. Jesus compassionate attitude
death was ensured by the thrust of a soldier s spear into his side. Modern toward the sick, also have
medical interpretation of the historical evidence indicates that Jesus was dead contributed to the

development of modern
medicine. The eminence
of Jesus as a historical
figure and the suffering
and controversy

associated with his death have stimulated us to investigate, in an interdisciplinary manner, the circumstances
surrounding his crucifixion. Accordingly, it is our intent to present not a theological treatise but rather a medically
and historically accurate account of the physical death of the one called Jesus Christ.
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Facts about the Crucifixion

Pilate ordered Jesus brutally beaten, probably believing that such
punishment would satisfy the ugly mob, but it demanded more and
Jesus was delivered up to be crucified.

A Physician Testifies About the
Crucifixion

by Dr. C. Truman Davis

About a decade ago, reading Jim Bishop's The Day Christ Died, | realized that | had for years taken the
Crucifixion more or less for granted -- that | had grown callous to its horror by atoo easy familiarity with
the grim details and a too distant friendship with our Lord. It finally occurred to me that, though a
physician, | didn't even know the actual immediate cause of death. The Gospel writers don't help us much
on this point, because crucifixion and scourging were so common during their lifetime that they
apparently considered a detailed description unnecessary. So we have only the concise words of the

Evangelists: "Pilate, having scourged Jesus, delivered Him to them to be crucified -- and they crucified
Him."

| have no competence to discuss the infinite psychic and spiritual suffering of the Incarnate God atoning
for the sins of fallen man. But it seemed to me that as a physician | might pursue the physiological and
anatomical aspects of our Lord's passonate some detail. What did the body of Jesus of Nazareth actually
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Facts about the Crucifixion

endure during those hours of torture?

Thisled mefirst to astudy of the practice of crucifixion itself; that is, torture and execution by fixation to
across. | am indebted to many who have studied this subject in the past, and especially to a
contemporary colleague, Dr. Pierre Barbet, a French surgeon who has done exhaustive historical and
experimental research and has written extensively on the subject.

Apparently, the first known practice of crucifixion was by the Persians. Alexander and his generals
brought it back to the Mediterranean world -- to Egypt and to Carthage. The Romans apparently learned
the practice from the Carthaginians and (as with aimost everything the Romans did) rapidly developed a
very high degree of efficiency and skill at it. A number of Roman authors (Livy, Cicer, Tacitus)
comment on crucifixion, and several innovations, modifications, and variations are described in the
ancient literature,

For instance, the upright portion of the cross (or stipes) could have the cross-arm (or patibulum) attached
two or three feet below its top in what we commonly think of as the Latin cross. The most common form
used in our Lord's day, however, was the Tau cross, shaped like our T. In this cross the patibulum was
placed in anotch at 