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Andrew Murray: The Spirit of Christ. Preface

In olden times believers met God, knew Him, walked with Him, had the clear and full consciousness that
they had dealings with the God of heaven, and had, too, through faith, the assurance that they and their
lives were well pleasing to Him. When the Son of God came to earth, and reveal ed the Father, it was that
such intercourse with God, and the assurance of His favour, might become clearer, and be the abiding
portion of every child of God. When He was exalted to the Throne of Glory, it was that He might send
down into our hearts the Holy Spirit, in whom the Father and the Son have their own blessed lifein
heaven, to maintain in us, in Divine power, the blessed life of fellowship with God. It was to be one of
the marks of the New Covenant that each member of it should walk in personal communion with God. '
They shall teach no more every man his neighbour, Know the Lord; for they shall all know me, from the
least to the greatest of them, saith the Lord; for | will forgive their iniquity! 'The personal fellowship and
knowledge of God in the Holy Spirit was to be the fruit of the pardon of sin. The Spirit of God's own
Son, sent into our hearts to do each moment awork as Divine as the work of the Son in redeeming us, to
displace our life and replace it by the life of Christ in power, to make the Son of God divinely and
consciously present with us always--this was what the Father had promised as the distinctive blessing of
the New Testament. The fellowship of God as the ThreeOne was now to be within us; the Spirit
revealing the Son in us, and through Him the Father.

That there are but few believers who realize this walk with God, thislife in God, such as their Father has
prepared for them, no one will deny. Nor will it admit of dispute what the cause of thisfailureis, Itis
acknowledged on all hands that the Holy Spirit, through whose Divine Omnipotence thisinner revelation
of the Son and the Father in the life and the likeness of the believer isto take place is not known or
acknowledged in the Church as He should be. In our preaching and in our practice He does not hold that
place of prominence which He hasin God's plan and in His promises. While our creed on the Holy Spirit
is orthodox and scriptural, His presence and power in the life of believers, in the ministry of theword, in
the witness of the Church to the world, is not what the word promises or God's plan requires.

There are not afew who are conscious of this great need, and earnestly ask to know God's mind
concerning it, and the way of deliverance out of it. Some feel that their own lifeis not what it should and
might be. Many of them can look back to some special season of spiritual revival, when their whole life
was apparently lifted to ahigher level. The experience of the joy and strength of the Saviour's presence,
as they learned that He would keep them trusting, was, for atime, most real and blessed. But it did not
last: there was avery gradual decline to alower stage, with much of vain effort and sad failure. They
would fain know where the evil lies. There can be little doubt that the answer must be this: they did not
know or honour the Indwelling Spirit as the strength of their life, as the power of their faith, to keep them
always looking to Jesus and trusting in Him. They knew not what it was, day by day, to wait in lowly
reverence for the Holy Spirit to deliver from the power of the flesh, and to maintain the wonderful
presence of the Father and the Son within them.

There are many more, tens of thousands of God's dear children, who as yet know little of any even
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temporary experiences of a brighter life than one of never-ending stumbling and rising. They have lived
outside of revivals and conferences, the teaching they receive is not specially helpful in the matter of
entire consecration. Their surroundings are not favourable to the growth of the spiritual life. Thereis
many an hour of earnest longing to live more according to the will of God, but the prospect of its being
really possible to walk and please God, worthy of the Lord to all well pleasing has hardly dawned upon
them. To the best part of their birthright as God's children, to the most precious gift of the Father'slovein
Christ, the gift of the Holy Spirit, to dwell in them, and to lead them, they are practically strangers.

| would indeed count it an unspeakable privilege if my God would use me to bring to these His beloved
children the question of His Word: 'Know ye not that ye are atemple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you? and then to tell them the blessed news of what that glorious work iswhich this Spirit,
whom they have within them, is able to do in each of them. | would if I might, show them what it is that
has hitherto hindered that Spirit from doing His blessed work, and how divinely simple the path is by
which each upright soul can enter into the joy of all that He has been given to work within us, even the
full revelation of the presence of the Indwelling Jesus. | have humbly, asked my God that He would give,
even in my feeble words, the quickening of His Holy Spirit, that through them the Thoughts and the
Truth, the Love and the Power of God, may enter and shine into the hearts of many of His children, and
bring in blessed reality and experience the wondrous Gift of Love of which they tell--the Life and the Joy
of the Holy Ghost, as He brings nigh and glorifies within them that Jesus whom hitherto they have only
known at a distance, high above them.

| must confess to having had still another wish. | have strong fears-| desire to say it in deep humility-that
in the theology of our Churches the Teaching and Leading of the Spirit of Truth, the anointing which
alone teacheth al things, has not practical recognition which a Holy God demands, which our Saviour
meant Him to have. In everything that concerns the Word of God, and the chuch of Christ, and the work
of Saving Love to be done on the earth in the name of Christ, it was meant that the Holy Spirit should
have the same and supreme place of honour that He had in the Church of the Acts of the Apostles. If the
leaders of our church-thought and church-councils, our professors of theology and our commentators, if
our ministers and students, our religious writers and workers, were all fully conscious of this fact, surely
the signs of that honour given and accepted, marks of His Holy Presence would be clearer, His mighty
works more manifest. | trust it has not been presumptuous in me to hope that what has been written may
help to remind even our Mastersin Isragl of what is so easily overlooked , that the first, the indispensable
requirement for what is really to bear fruit for eternity is, that it be full of the power of the Eternal Spirit.

| am well aware that it is expected of what asks the attention of our men of mind and culture, our
"scientific theologians, that it shall bear such marks of scholarship, of force of thought and power of
expression, as | cannot dareto lay clam to. And yet | venture to ask any of these honoured brethren
under whose eyes these lines may come, to regard the book, if in no other aspect, at |east as the echo of a
cry for light rising from ten thousand hearts, as the statement of questions for the solution of which many
arelonging. Thereis adeep feeling abroad that the Scripture ideal, that Christ's own promise of what the
Church should be, and its actual state, do not correspond.

Of all questions in theology there is none that leads us more deeply into the glory of God, or that is of
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more intense vital and practical importance for daily life, than that which deals with what is the
consummation and culmination of the Revelation of God and the work of Redemption: in what way and
to what extent God's Holy Spirit can dwell in, can fill, can make into a holy and beautiful temple of God,
the heart of His child, with Christ reigning there, as an Ever-present and Almighty Saviour. It isthe
question in theology of which the solution, if it were sought and found in the presence and teaching of
the Spirit Himself, would transform all our theology into that knowledge of God which is eternal life.

Of theology, in every possible shape, we have no lack. But it isasif, with al our writing, and preaching,
and working, there is something wanting. Is not the power from on high the one thing we lack ? May it
not be that, with al our love for Christ and labour for His cause, we have not made the chief object of our
desire what was the chief object of His heart when He ascended the throne--have His disciplesas a
company of men waiting the clothing with the power of the Holy Ghost, that in that power of the felt
presence of their Lord they might testify of Him? May God raise from among our theol ogians many who
shall givetheir livesto secure for God's Holy Spirit His recognition in the lives of believers, in the
ministry try of the word by tongue and pen, in al the work done in His Church.

| have noticed with deep interest a call to union in prayer, in the first place, ‘that Christian life and
teaching may be increasingly subject to the Holy Ghost.' | believe that one of the first blessings of this
united prayer will be to direct attention to the reason why such prayer is not more evidently answered,
and to the true preparation for receiving an abundant answer. In my reading in connection with this
subject, in my observation of the lives of believers, and in my personal experience, | have been very
deeply impressed with one thought. It is, that our prayer for the mighty working of the Holy Spirit
through us and around us can only be powerfully answered as Hisindwelling in every believer is more
clearly acknowledged and lived out. We have the Holy Spirit within us: only he who isfaithful in the
lesser will receive the greater. 'Aswefirst yield ourselves to be led by the Spirit, to confess His presence
in us, as believersrise to realize and accept His guidance in all their daily life; will our God be willing to
entrust to us larger measures of His mighty workings. If we give ourselves entirely into His power, as our
life, ruling within us, He will give Himself to us in taking a more complete possession, to work through
us.

If thereisonething | desire, it isthat the Lord may use what | have written to make clear and impress
thisonetruth: it isas an Indwelling Life that the Holy Spirit must be known. In aliving, adoring faith,
the Indwelling must be accepted and treasured, until it become part of the consciousness of the new man:
The Holy Spirit possesses me. In this faith the whole life, even to the least things, must be surrendered to
Hisleading, while all that is of the flesh or self is crucified and put to death. If in thisfaith we wait on
God for His Divine leading and working, placing ourselves entirely at His disposal our prayer cannot
remain unheard; there will be operations and manifestations of the Spirit's power in the Church and the
world such as we could not dare to hope. The Holy Spirit only demands vessels entirely set apart to Him.
He will delight to manifest the glory of Christ our Lord.

| commit each beloved fellow-believer to the teaching of the Holy Spirit. May we all, as we study His
work, be partakers of the anointing which teacheth all things.
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Chapter 1
A New Spirit, and God's Spirit.

A new heart will | give you, and anew spirit will I put within you. And | will put my Spirit within you.' -
Ezekiel 36: 26, 27.

GOD has revealed Himself in two great dispensations. In the Old we have the, time of promise and
preparation, in the New that of fulfilment and possession.' In harmony with the difference of the two
dispensations, there is atwo fold working of God's Spirit. In the Old Testament we have the Spirit of
God coming upon men, and working on them in special times and ways, working from above and
without, inwards. In the New we have the Holy Spirit entering them and dwelling within them, working
from within, outwards and upwards. In the former we have the Spirit of God as the Almighty and Holy
One; in the latter we have the Spirit of the Father of Jesus Christ.

The difference between the twofold, operation of the Holy Spirit is not to be regarded as if, with the
closing of the Old Testament, the former ceased,and there was in the New no more of the work of
preparation. By no means. Just as there were in the Old blessed anticipations of the indwelling of God's
Spirit, so now in the New Testament the twofold working still continues. According to the lack of
knowledge, or of faith, or - of faithfulness, a believer may even in these days get little beyond the Old
Testament measure of the Spirit's working. The indwelling Spirit has indeed been given to every child of
God, and yet he may experience little beyond the first half of the promise, the new spirit given usin
regeneration, and know almost nothing of God's own Spirit, as aliving person put within us. The Spirit's
work in convincing of sin and of righteousness, in His leading to repentance and faith and the new life, is
but the preparatory work. The distinctive glory of the dispensation of the Spirit is His Divine personal
indwelling in the heart of the believer, there to reveal the Father and the Son. It isonly as Christians
understand and remember this, that they will be able to claim the full blessing prepared for them in Christ
Jesus.

In the words of Ezekiel we find, in the one promise, this twofold blessing God bestows through His Spirit
very strikingly set forth. Thefirstis, 'l will put within you anew spirit,’ that is, man's own spirit isto be
renewed and quickened by the work of God's Spirit. When this has been done, then there is the second
blessing, ' | will put my Spirit within you,' to dwell in that new spirit, Where God isto dwell, He must
have a habitation. With Adam He had to create a body before He could breathe the spirit of lifeinto him.
In Israel the tabernacle and the temple had to be built and completed before God could come down and
take possession. And just so a new heart is given, and a new spirit put within us, as the indispensable
condition of God's own Spirit being given to dwell within us. The difference is the samewefind in
David's prayer. First, 'Create in me a clean heart, 0 God ! and renew aright spirit within me;' then, 'Take
not Thy Holy Spirit from me.' Or what is indicated in the words, "That which is born of the spirit is spirit
' there is the Divine Spirit begetting, and the new spirit begotten by Him. So the two are also
distinguished, 'God's Spirit beareth witness with our spirits that we are the children of God! Our spirit is
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the renewed regenerate spirit; dwelling in this, and yet to be distinguished from it, is God's Holy Spirit,
witnessing in, with, and through it.'

The importance of recognising this distinction can easily be perceived. We shall then be able to
understand the true relation between regeneration and the indwelling of the Spirit. The former isthat
work of the Holy Spirit, by which He convinces us of sin, leads to repentance and faith in Christ, and
imparts a new nature. Through the Spirit God thus fulfils the promise, "I will put a new spirit within you.'
The believer isnow a child of God, atemple ready for the Spirit to dwellin. Where faith claimsit, the
second half of the promiseisfulfilled as surely asthefirst. Aslong now asthe believer only looks at
regeneration, and the renewal wrought in his spirit, he will not come to the life of joy and strength which
is meant for him. But when he accepts God's promise that there is something better than even the new
nature, than the inner temple, that there is the Spirit of the Father and the Son to dwell within him, there
opens up awonderful prospect of holiness and blessedness. It becomes his one great desire to know this
Holy Spirit aright, how He works and what He asks, to know how he may to the full experience His
indwelling, and that revelation of the Son of God within uswhich it is His work to bestow.

The question will be asked, How these two parts of the Divine promise are fulfilled ? ssmultaneously or
successively ? The answer isvery ssmple: From God's side the twofold gift is simultaneous. The Spirit is
not divided: in giving the Spirit, God gives Himself and all Heis. So it was on the day of Pentecost. The
three thousand received the new spirit, with repentance and faith, and then, when they had been baptized,
the Indwelling Spirit, as God's seal to their faith, on one day. Through the word of disciples, the Spirit,
which had come upon them, wrought mightily on the multitude, changing disposition and heart and
spirit. When, in the power of this new spirit working in them, they had believed and confessed, they
received the baptism of Holy Spirit to abide in them. And so still in times when the Spirit of God moves
mightily, and the Church isliving in the power of the Spirit, the children which are begotten of her
receive from the first beginnings of their Christian life the distinct conscious sealing and indwelling of
the Spirit. And yet we have indications in Scripture that there may be circumstances, dependent either on
the enduement of the preacher or the faith of the bearsin which the two halves of the promise are not so
closaly linked. So it was with the believers in Samaria converted under Philip's preaching; and so too
with the converts Paul met at Ephesus. In their case was repeated the experience of the apostles
themselves. We regard them as regenerate men before our Lord's death ; it was only at Pentecost that the
promise was fulfilled, 'He shall bein you!" What was seen in them, just asin the Old and New
Testaments,-the grace of the Spirit divided into two separate manifestations,-may still take placein our
day. When, the standard of spiritual life in a Church issickly and low, when neither in the preaching of
the word nor in the testimony of believers, the glorious truth of an Indwelling Spirit is distinctly
proclaimed, we must not wonder if, even where God gives His Spirit, He be known and experienced only
asthe Spirit of regeneration. His Indwelling Presence will remain a mystery. In the gift of God, the Spirit
of Christin all His fulnessis bestowed once for all as an Indwelling Spirit; but Heisreceived and
possessed only as far asthe faith of the believer reaches.

It is generally admitted in the Church that the Holy Spirit has - not the recognition which becomes Him
as being the equal of the Father and the Son, the Divine Person through whom alone the Father and the
Son can be truly possessed and known, in whom alone the Church has her beauty and her blessedness. In
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the Reformation, of blessed memory, the Gospel of Christ had to be vindicated from the terrible

mi sapprehension which makes man's righteousness the ground of his acceptance, and the freeness of
Divine grace had to be maintained. To the ages that followed was committed the trust of building on that
foundation, and developing what the riches of grace would do for the believer through the indwelling of
the Spirit of Jesus. The Church rested too content in what it had received, and the teaching of all that the
Holy Spirit will be to each believer in His guiding, sanctifying, strengthening power, has never yet taken
the place it ought to have in our evangelical teaching and living.

And there is many an earnest Christian who will in the confession lately made by a young believer of
intelligence: | think | understand the work of the Father and the Son, and rgjoice in them, but | hardly see
the place the Spirit has. Let us unite with al who are pleading that God in power may grant mighty Spirit
workingsin His Church, that each child of God may prove that in him the double promiseisfulfilled: |
will give anew spirit within you, and | will give my Spirit within you. Let us pray that we may so
apprehend the wonderful blessing of the Indwelling Spirit, as to turn inward and have our whole inmost
being opened up for this, the full revelation of the Father's |ove and the grace of Jesus.

'‘Withinyou ! ' Within you ! This twice-repeated word of our text is one of the keywords of the 'New
Covenant. ' | will put my law in their inward parts, 'and in their heart will | writeit." | will put my fear in
their hearts, that they shall not depart from me.' God created man's heart for His dwelling. Sin entered,
and defiled it. Four thousand years God's Spirit strove and wrought to regain possession. In the
Incarnation and Atonement of Christ the Redemption was accomplished, and the kingdom of God
established. Jesus could say, 'The kingdom of God is come unto you;' ‘the kingdom of God iswithin you.'
It iswithin we must look for the fulfilment of the New Covenant, the Covenant not of ordinances but of
life: in the power of an endless life the law and the fear of God are to be given in our heart: the Spirit of
Christ Himself isto be within us as the power of our life. Not only on Calvary, or in the resurrection, or
on the throne, isthe glory of Christ the Conqueror to be seen,-but in our heart: within us, within usisto
be the true display of the reality and the glory of His Redemption. Within us, in our inmost parts, isthe
hidden sanctuary where isthe ark of the Covenant, sprinkled with the Blood, and containing the Law
written in an ever-living writing by the Indwelling Spirit, and where, through the Spirit, the Father and
the Son now come to dwell.

0 my God! | do thank Thee for this double blessing. | thank Thee for that wonderful holy temple Thou
hast built up in me for Thyself-a new spirit given within me. And | thank Thee for that still more
wonderful Holy Presence, Thine Own Spirit, to dwell within me, and there reveal the Father and the Son.

0 my God! | do pray Thee to open mine eyes for this the mystery of Thy love. Let Thy words, within
you,' bow me low in trembling fear before Thy condescension, and may my one desire be to have my
spirit indeed the worthy dwelling of Thy Spirit. Let them lift me up in holy trust and expectation, to ook
for and claim all that Thy promise means.

0 my Father!, | thank Thee that Thy Spirit doth dwell in me. | pray Thee, let Hisindwelling :be in power,
in the living fellowship with Thyself, in the growing experience of His renewing power, in the ever fresh
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anointing that witnesses to His Presence, and the indwelling of my Glorified Lord Jesus. May my daily
walk be in the deep reverence of His Holy Presence within me, and the glad experience of all He works.

Amen.

Prefwe|  TleofCotews |  Chegw?
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Chapter 2
The Baptism of the Spirit

‘John bare witness, saying, He that sent me to baptize with water, He said unto me, Upon Whomsoever
thou shalt see the, Spirit descending, and abiding on Him the same is He that baptizeth with the Holy
Spirit." John 1:33

THERE were two things that John the Baptist preached concerning the person of Christ, The one was,
that He was the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world The other, that He would baptize His
disciples with the Holy Ghost and with fire. The Blood of the Lamb, and the Baptism of the Spirit were
the two central truths of his creed and his preaching. They are,indeed, inseparable: the Church cannot do
her work in power, nor can her exalted Lord be glorified in her, except as the Blood as the foundation-
stone, and the Spirit as the corner-stone, are fully preached.

Thishas not at all times been done even among those who heartily accept Scripture as their guide.The
preaching of the Lamb of God, of His suffering and atonement, of pardon and peace through Him, is
more easily apprehended by the understanding of man, and can more speedily influence his feelings, than
the more inward spiritual truth of the baptism, and indwelling, and guidance of the Holy Spirit. The
pouring out of the blood took place upon earth, it was something visible and outward, and, in virtue of the
types, not unintelligible. The pouring out of the Spirit wasin heaven, a Divine and hidden mystery. The
shedding of the blood was for the ungodly and rebellious; the gift of the Spirit, for the loving and
obedient disciple. It is no wonder, when the life of the Church is not in very intense devotion to her Lord,
that the preaching and the faith of the Baptism of the Spirit should find less entrance than that of
redemption and forgiveness.

And yet God would not have it so. The Old Testament Promise had spoken of God's Spirit within us.The
forerunner at once took up the strain,and did not preach the Atoning Lamb without telling whereunto it
was that we were to be redeemed, and how God's high purpose was to be fulfilled in us. Sin was not only
guilt and condemnation; it was defilement and death. It had incurred not only the loss of God's favor it
had made us unfit for the Divine fellowship. And without this the wonderful love that had created man
could not be content. God wanted really to have us for Himself, -our hearts and affections, yea, our
inmost personality, our very self, ahome for Hislove to rest in, atemple for His worship. The preaching
of John included both the beginning and the end of redemption: the blood of the Lamb was to cleanse
God's Temple and restore His Throne within the heart; nothing less than the Baptism and Indwelling of
the Spirit could satisfy the heart of either God or man.

Of what that Baptism of the Spirit meant, Jesus Himself was to be the type : He would only give what He
Himself had received: because the Spirit abode on Him, He could baptize with the Spirit. And what did
the Spirit descending and abiding on Him mean? He had been begotten of the Holy Spirit; in the power of
the Spirit He had grown up a holy child and youth, had entered manhood free from sin, and had now
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come to John to give Himself to fulfil all righteousnessin submitting to the baptism of repentance. And
now, as the reward of His obedience, as the Father's seal of approval on His having thus far yielded to the
control of the Spirit, He recelves a new communication of the Power of the Heavenly Life. Beyond what -
He had yet experienced, the Father's conscious indwelling presence and power takes possession of Him,
and fits Him for His work. The leading and the power of the Spirit become His more consciously (Luke
4: 1, 14, 22) than before; He is now anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power.

But though now baptized Himself, He cannot yet baptize others. He must first, in the power of His
baptism, meet temptation and overcome it; must learn obedience and suffer, yea, through the Eternal
Spirit, offer Himself a sacrifice unto God and His will ,--then only would He afresh receive the Holy
Spirit as the reward of obedience (Acts 2: 33), with the power to baptize all who belong to Him.

What we see in Jesus teaches us what the baptism of the Spirit is. It is not. that grace by which we turn to
God, become regenerate, and seek to live as God's children. When Jesus reminded His disciples (Acts 1:
4) of John's prophecy, they were already partakers of this grace. Their baptism with the Spirit meant
something more. It was to be to them the conscious presence of their glorified Lord, come back from
heaven to dwell in their hearts, their participation in the power of His new Life. It was to them a baptism
of joy and power in their living fellowship with Jesus on the Throne of Glory. All that they were further
to receive of wisdom, and courage, and holiness, had itsroot in this; what the Spirit had been to Jesus,
when He was baptized, as the living bond with the Father's Power and Presence, He was to be to them:
through Him, the Son was to manifest Himself, and Father and Son were to make their abode with them.
‘Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and abiding upon Him, the same is He that baptizeth
with the Holy Spirit.' Thisword comes to us as well asto John. To know what the baptism of the Spirit
means, how and from whom we are to receive it we must see the One upon whom the Spirit descended
and abode. We must see Jesus baptized with the Holy Ghost. We must try to understand how He needed
it, how He was prepared for it, how He yielded to it, how in its power He died His death, and was raised
again. What Jesus hasto give us, He first received and personally appropriated for Himself ; what He
received and won for Himself isal for us: He will make it our very own. Upon whom we see the Spirit
abiding, He baptizeth with the Spirit.

In regard to this baptism of the Spirit there are questions that we may not find it easy to answer, and to
which al will not give the same answer. Was the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost the complete
fulfilment of the promise, and is that the only baptism of the Spirit, given once for all to the newborn
Church ? Or is not the coming of the Holy Spirit on the disciplesin the fourth of Acts, on the Samaritans
(Acts 8), on the heathen in the house of Cornelius (Acts 10.), and on the twelve disciples at Ephesus
(Acts 19), also to be regarded as separate fulfilments of the words, 'He shall baptize with the Holy
Ghost'? Isthe sealing of the Spirit given to each believer in regeneration to be counted by him as his
baptism of the Spirit ? Or isit, as some say, a distinct, definite blessing to be received later on ? Isit a
blessing given only once, or can it be repeated and renewed ? -In the course of our study we shall find
light in God's word that may help usto a solution of difficulties like these. But it is of great consequence
that at the outset we should not allow ourselves to be occupied with points as these, which are after all of
minor importance, but fix our whole hearts on the great spiritual lessons that God would have us learn
from the preaching of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. These are specially two.
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The oneis, that this baptism of the Holy Spirit is the crown and glory of Jesus work, that we need it, and
must know that we have it, if we areto live the true Christian life. We need it. The Holy Jesus needed it.
Christ'sloving, obedient disciples needed it. It is something more than the working of the Spiritin
regeneration. It is the Personal Spirit of Christ making Him present within us, always abiding in the heart
in the power of His glorified nature, as He is exalted above every enemy. It isthe Spirit of the Life of
Christ Jesus making us free from the law of sin and death, and bringing us, as a personal experience, into
the liberty from sin to which Christ redeemed us, but which to so many regenerate is only a blessing
registered, on their behalf, but not possessed or enjoyed. It is the enduement with power to fill uswith
boldness in presence of every danger, and give the victory over the world and every enemy. It isthe
fulfilment of what God meant in His promise - | will dwell in them, and walk in them. Let us ask the
Father to reveal to us all that Hislove meant for us, until our souls are filled with the glory of the thought:
He baptizeth with the Holy Spirit.

And then there is the other lesson: It is Jesus who thus baptizeth. Whether we ook upon this baptism as
something we aready have, and of which we only want afuller apprehension, or something we still must
receive, inthisall agree: itisonly in the fellowship of Jesus, in faithful attachment and obedience to
Him, that a baptized life can be received or maintained or renewed. 'He that believeth in me," Jesus, said,
‘out of hisbelly shall flow rivers of living water.' The one thing we need is living faith in the indwelling
Jesus: the living water will surely and freely flow. Faith is the instinct of the new nature, by which it
recognises and receives its Divine food and drink. In the power of the Spirit who dwellsin every believer,
let us trust Jesus, who fills with the Spirit, and cling to Him in love and obedience. It is He who baptizes:
in contact with Him, in devotion to Him, in the confidence that He has given and will give Himself
wholly to us, let uslook to Him for nothing less than all that the baptism of the Spirit can imply.

In doing so let us specially remember one thing: only he that is faithful in the least will be made ruler
over much. Be very faithful to what thou already hast and knowest of the Spirit's working. Regard thyself
with deep reverence as God's holy temple. Wait for and listen to the gentlest whispering of God's Spirit
within thee. Listen especially to the conscience, which has been cleansed in the blood. Keep that
conscience very clean by ssmple childlike obedience. In thy heart there may be much involuntary sin,
with which thou feelest thyself powerless. Humble thyself deeply for thy inbred corruption, strengthened
asit has been by actual sin. Let every rising, of such sin be cleansed in the blood.

But in regard to thy voluntary actions say, day by day, to thy Lord Jesus, that everything thou knowest to
be pleasing to Him thou wilt do.Yield to the reproofs of conscience when thou failest; but come again,
have hope in God, and renew the vow: What | know God wants me to do, | will do. Ask humbly every
morning, and wait, for guidance in thy path; the Spirit's voice will become better known, and His strength
will be felt. Jesus had His disciples three years in His baptism class, and then the blessing came. Be His
loving, obedient disciple, and believe in Him on whom the Spirit abode, and who is full of the Spirit, and
thou too shalt be prepared for the fulness of the blessing of the baptism of the Spirit.

Blessed Lord Jesus! with my whole heart | worship Thee, as exalted on the Throne to baptize with the
Holy Ghost. Oh! reveal Thyself to meinthis Thy glory, that | may rightly know what | may expect from
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Thee.

| bless Thee that in Thyself | have seen what the preparation is for receiving the Holy Spirit in His
fulness. During Thy life of preparation in Nazareth for Thy work, O my Lord, the Spirit was alwaysin
Thee. And yet when Thou hadst surrendered Thyself to fulfil all righteousness, and to enter into
fellowship with the sinners Thou camest to save, in partaking of their baptism, Thou didst receive from
the Father a new inflowing of His Holy Spirit. It was to Thee the seal of Hislove, the revelation of His
indwelling, the power for His service. And now Thou, on whom we see the Spirit descend and abide,
doest for us what the Father did for Thee.

My Holy Lord | bless Thee that the Holy Spirit isin metoo. But, oh | beseech Thee, give me yet the full,
the overflowing measure Thou hast promised. Let Him be to me the full unceasing revelation of Thy
presence in my heart, as glorious and as mighty as on the Throne of Heaven. 0 my ‘Lord Jesus! baptize
me, fill me with the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Chapter 1 Table of Contents Chapter 3
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Chapter 3

Worship in the Spirit

‘The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in Spirit and in truth;
for such doth the Father seek to be His worshippers. God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must
worship Him in Spirit and in truth.'--John 4: 23, 24.

"We are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in the flesh. Phil. 3: 3.

To worship isman's highest glory. He was created for fellowship with God: of that fellowship worship is
the sublimest expression. All the exercises of the religious life meditation and prayer, love and faith,
surrender and obedience,al culminate in worship. Recognising what God isin His holiness, His glory,
and Hislove, realizing what | am as asinful creature, and as the Father's redeemed child, in worship |
gather up my whole being and present myself to my God, to offer Him the adoration and the glory which
iIsHis due. Thetruest and fullest and nearest approach to God is worship. Every sentiment and every
service of thereligious lifeisincluded init: to worship is man's highest destiny, becausein it God is all.

Jesus tells us that with His coming a new worship would commence. All that heathen or Samaritans had
called worship, al even that the Jews had known of worship in accordance with the provisional
revelation of God's law, would make way for something entirely and distinctively new--the worship in
Spirit and in Truth. Thisisthe worship He was to inaugurate by the giving of the Holy Spirit. Thisisthe
worship which now alone is well pleasing to the Father. It isfor this worship specially that we have
received the Holy Spirit. Let us, at the very commencement of our study of the work of the Spirit, take in
the blessed thought that the great object for which the Holy Spirit iswithin usis, that we worship in spirit
and in truth. 'Such doth the Father seek to be His worshippers,'-for this He sent forth His Son and His

Spirit.

In Spirit. When God created man aliving soul, that soul, as the seat and organ of his personality and
consciousness, was linked, on the one side, through the body, with the outer visible world, on the other
side, through the spirit, with the unseen and the Divine. The soul had to decide whether it would yield
itself to the spirit, by it to be linked with God and Hiswill, or to the body and the solicitations of the
visible. In the fal, the soul refused the rule of the spirit, and became the slave of the body with its
appetites. Man became flesh; the spirit lost its destined place of rule, and became little more than a
dormant power; it was now no longer the ruling principle, but a struggling captive. And the spirit now
stands in opposition to the flesh, the name for the life of soul and body together, in their subjection to sin.

When speaking of the unregenerate man in contrast with the spiritual (1 Cor. 2:14), Paul calls him
psychical, soullish, or animal, having only the natural life. The life of the soul comprehends al our moral
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and intellectual faculties, as they may even be directed towards the things of God, apart from the renewal
of the Divine Spirit. Because the soul is under the power of the flesh, man is spoken of as having become
flesh, as being flesh. Asthe body consists of flesh and bone, and the flesh isthat part of it which is
specialy endowed with sensitiveness, and through which we receive our sensations from the outer world,
the flesh denotes human nature, as it has become subject to the world of sense. And because the whole
soul has thus come under the power of the flesh, the Scripture speaks of all the attributes of the soul as
belonging to the flesh, and being under its power. So it contrasts, in reference to religion and worship, the
two principles from which they may proceed. Thereis afleshly wisdom and a spiritual wisdom (1 Cor.2:
12 ; Col. 1: 9). Thereisaservice of God trusting in the flesh and glorying in the flesh, and a service of
God by the spirit (Phil. 3:3, 4; Gal. 6: 13).

Thereisafleshly mind and a spiritual mind (Col.2: 18, 1. 9). Thereisawill of the flesh, and awill which
is of God working by His Spirit (John 1:13 ; Phil. 2:13). Thereis aworship which is a satisfying of the
flesh, because it isin the power of what flesh can do (Col.2: 18, 23), and aworship of God whichisin
the Spirit. It isthis worship Jesus came to make possible, and to realize in us, by giving anew spiritin
our inmost part, and then, within that, God's Holy Spirit.

'In Spirit and in Truth." Such aworship in Spirit isworship in Truth. Just as the words in Spirit do not
mean internal as contrasted with external observances, but Spiritual, inwrought by God's Spirit, as
opposed to what man's natural power can effect, so the words in Truth do not mean hearty, sincere,
upright. In all the worship of the Old Testament saints, they knew that God sought Truth in the inward
parts; they sought Him with their whole hearts, and most uprightly,and yet they attained not to that
worship in Spirit and Truth, which Jesus brought us when He rent the vail of the flesh. Truth here means
the substance, the reality, the actual possession of al that the worship of God implies, both in what it
demands and what it promises. John speaks of Jesus as 'the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth." And he adds, 'For the Law was given by Moses ; grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.' If we take
truth as opposed to falsehood, the law of Moses was just as true as the Gospel of Jesus; they both came
from God. But if we understand what it means, that the law gave only a shadow of ' good things to come,
and that Christ brought us the things themselves, their very substance, we see how He was full of truth,
because He was Himself the Truth, the redlity, the very Life and Love and Power of God imparting itself
to us. We then also see how it isonly awaorship in Spirit that can be aworship in Truth, in the actual
enjoyment of that Divine Power, which is Christ's own life and fellowship with the Father, revealed and
maintained within us by the Holy Spirit.

‘The true worshippers worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth." All worshippers are not true
worshippers. There may be agreat deal of earnest honest worship without its being worship in Spirit and
in Truth. The mind may be intensely occupied, the feelings may be deeply moved, the will may be
mightily roused, while yet thereis but little of the Spiritual Worship which stands in the Truth of God.
There may be great attachment to Bible truth, and yet through the predominating activity of that which
cometh not from God's working but from man'’s effort, it may not be the Christ--given, Spirit-breathed
worship which God seeks. There must be accordance, harmony, unity between God, who is a Spirit, and
the worshippers drawing near in the Spirit. Such doth the Father seek to worship Him. The Infinite,
Perfect, Holy Spirit which God the Father is, must have some reflection in the spirit which isin the child.
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And this can only be as the Spirit of God dwellsin us. If we would strive to become such worshippersin
Spirit and in Truth,-true worshippers,-the first thing we need is a sense of the danger in which we are
from the Flesh and its worship. As believers we have in us a double nature-flesh and spirit. The oneisthe
natural part which is ever ready to intrude itself, and to undertake the doing of what is needed in the
Worship of God. The other isthe Spiritual part, which may still be very weak, and which possibly we do
not yet know how to giveitsfull sway. Our mind may delight in the study of God's Word, our feelings
may be moved by the wonderful thoughts there revealed, our will may--we see thisin Rom.7: 22--delight
in the law of God after the inward man, and we may yet be impotent to do that law, to render the
obedience and worship we see and approve.

We need the Holy Spirit'sindwelling for life and worship alike. And to receive thiswe need first of all to
have the flesh silenced. '‘Be silent, all flesh, before the Lord." 'L et no flesh glory in His presence.’ To Peter
had already been revealed by the Father that Jesus was the Christ, and yet in his thoughts of the cross he
savoured not, his mind was not according to, the things of God, but the things of men. Our own thoughts
of Divine things, our own efforts to waken or work the right feelings must be given up, our own power to
worship must be brought down and laid low, and every approach to God must take place under avery
distinct and very quiet surrender to the Holy Spirit. And as we learn how impossibleit is at our will any
moment to ensure the Spirit's working, we shall learn that if we would worship in the Spirit we must
walk in the Spirit. "Y e are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if so be the Spirit of God dwelleth in you.' As
the Spirit dwells and rulesin me, | am in the Spirit, and can worship in the Spirit.

‘The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth.
For such doth the Father seek to be His worshippers.' Y es, the Father seeks such worshippers, and what
He seeks He finds, because He Himself works it. That we might be such worshippers, He sent His own
Son to seek and to save the lost; to save us with this salvation, that we should become His true
worshippers, who enter in through the rent veil of the flesh, and worship Him in the Spirit. And then He
sent the Spirit of His Son, the Spirit of Christ, to be in us the Truth and Reality of what Christ had been,
His actual presence, to communicate within us the very life that Christ had lived. Blessed be God! the
hour has come, and is now, we are living in it this very moment, that the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in Spirit and in Truth. Let us believe it; the Spirit has been given, and dwells within us, for this
one reason, because the Father seeks such worshippers. Let us rgoice in the confidence that we can attain
to it, we can be true worshippers, because the Holy Spirit has been given.

Let usrealize in holy fear and awe that He dwells within us. Let us humbly, in the silence of the flesh,
yield ourselves to His leading and teaching. Let us wait in faith before God for His workings. And let us
practise thisworship. Let every new insight into what the work of the Spirit means, every exercise of
faith in Hisindwelling or experience of His working, terminate in this asits highest glory: the adoring
worship of the Father, the giving Him the Praise, the Thanks, the Honour, and Love which are His alone.

0 God ! Thou art a Spirit, and they that worship Thee must worship Thee in Spirit and in Truth. Blessed
be Thy name! Thou didst send forth Thine Own Son to redeem and prepare us for the worship in the
Spirit; and Thou didst send forth Thy Spirit to dwell in us and fit us for it. And now we have access to the
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Father, as through the Son, so in the Spirit.

Most Holy God! we confess with shame how much our worship has been in the power and the will of the
flesh. By this we have dishonoured Thee, and grieved Thy Spirit, and brought infinite loss to our own
souls. 0 God! forgive and save us from this sin. Teach us, we pray Thee, never, never to attempt to
worship Thee but in Spirit and in Truth.

Our Father ! Thy Holy Spirit dwellsin us. We beseech Thee, according to the riches of Thy glory, to
strengthen us with might by Him, that our inner man may indeed be a spiritual temple, where spiritual
sacrifices are unceasingly offered. And teach us the blessed art, as often as we enter Thy presence, of
yielding self and the flesh to the death, and waiting for and trusting the Spirit who isin us, to work in us
aworship, afaith and love, acceptable to Thee through Christ Jesus. And, oh! that throughout the
universal Church, aworship in Spirit and in Truth may be sought after, and attained, and rendered to
Thee day by day. We ask it in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Chapter 2 Table of Contents Chapter 4
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Chapter 4
The Spirit and the Word

‘It isthe Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing; the words that | have spoken unto you are
Spirit and are life. Lord, to whom shall we go? | Thou hast the words of eternal life.'--John 6: 63, 68.

‘The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.-2 Cor. 3: 6.

Our Blessed Lord had been speaking of Himself as the Bread of Life, and of Hisflesh and blood as the
meat and drink of eternal Life. To many of Hisdisciplesit was a hard saying, which they could not
understand. Jesus tells them that it is only when the Holy Spirit is come, and they have Him, that His
words will become clear to them. He says, 'It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing. The
words that | have spoken unto you, they are Spirit, and they are Life.'

‘It isthe Spirit that quickeneth," in these words and the corresponding ones of Paul, ' the Spirit giveth life,’
we have the nearest approach to what may be called a definition of the Spirit. (Comp. 1 Cor. 15: 45, ‘alife-
giving Spirit.") The Spirit always acts, in the first place, whether in nature or grace, asaLife-giving
principle. It is of the deepest importance to keep firm hold on this. Hiswork in the believer, of Sealing,
Sanctifying, Enlightening, and Strengthening, is al rooted in this: it is as He is known and honoured, and
place given to Him, as He iswaited on as the Inner Life of the soul, that His other gracious workings can
be experienced. These are but the outgrowth of the Life; it isin the power of the Life within that they can
be enjoyed. 'It is the Spirit that quickeneth.'

In contrast to the Spirit our Lord places the flesh. He says, 'the flesh profiteth nothing.' He is not speaking
of the flesh as the fountain of sin, but in itsreligious aspect, asit is the power in which the natural man, or
even the believer who does not fully yield to the Spirit, seeks to serve God, or to know and possess
Divine things. The futile character of all its efforts our Lord indicates in the words, 'profiteth nothing;'
they are not sufficient, they avail not to reach the Spiritual reality, the Divine things themselves. Paul
means the same when he contrasts with the Spirit, the letter that killeth. The whole Dispensation of the
Law was but a dispensation of the letter and the flesh. Though it had a certain glory, and Isragl's
privileges were very great, yet, as Paul says, 'Even that which was made glorious had no glory in this
respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth.'

Even Christ Himself, aslong as He was in the flesh, and until, in the rending of the veil of Hisflesh, the
dispensation of the Spirit took the place of that of the flesh, could not by His words effect in His disciples
what He desired. 'It isthe Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing!

Our Lord applies this saying now specially to the words He had just spoken, and the Spiritual truth they
contained. ' The words that | have spoken unto you are Spirit and are Life." He wishes to teach the
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disciples two things. The oneis, that the words are indeed a living seed, with a power of germinating and
springing up, asserting their own vitality, revealing their meaning, and proving their Divine Power in
those who receive them and keep them abiding in the heart. He wanted them not to be discouraged if they
could not at once comprehend them. Hiswords are Spirit and Life; they are not meant for the
understanding, but for the Life. Coming in the Power of the Unseen Spirit, higher and deeper than all
thought, they enter into the very roots of the Life, they have themselves a Divine Life, working out
effectually with a Divine energy the Truth they expressinto the experience of those who receive them. As
a consequence of thistheir spiritual character--thisis the other lesson He wished His disciples to learn--
these words of His need a spiritual nature to receive them. Seed needs a congenial soil: there must be life
in the soil aswell asin the seed. Not into the mind only, nor into the feelings, nor ever, the will alone
must the word be taken, but through them into the life. The centre of that life is man's spiritual nature,
with conscience as its voice ; there the authority of the word must be acknowledged. But even thisis not
enough: conscience dwells in man as a captive amid powers it cannot control. It is the Spirit that comes
from God, the Spirit that Christ came to bring, becoming our life, receiving the word and assimilating it
to our life, that will make them to become the Truth and Power in us.

In our study of the work of the Blessed Spirit, we cannot be too careful to get clear and firm hold ,of this
blessed truth. It will save us from right-hand and left-hand errors. It will keep us from expecting to enjoy
the teaching of the Spirit without the Word, or to master the teaching of the Word without the Spirit.

On the one side, we have the right-hand error, seeking the teaching of the Spirit without the Word. In the
Holy Trinity, the Word and the Spirit are ever in each other, one with the Father. It is not otherwise with
the God-inspired Words of Scripture. The Holy Spirit has for all ages embodied the thoughts of God in
the written word, and lives now for this very purpose in our hearts, there to reveal the power and the
meaning of that Word. If you would be full of the Spirit, be full of the Word, If you would have the
Divine Life of the Spirit within you grow strong, and acquire power in every part of your nature; let the
Word of Christ dwell richly in you. If you would have the Spirit fulfil His office of Remembrancer,
calling to mind at the right moment, and applying with Divine accuracy what Jesus has spoken to your
need, have the Words of Christ abiding in you. If you would have the Spirit reveal to you the Will of God
in each circumstance of life, choosing from apparently conflicting commands or Principles with unerring
precision what you must do, and suggesting it as you need, oh ! have the Word living in you, ready for
Hisuse. If you would have the Eternal Word as your Light, let the Written Word be transcribed on your
heart by the Holy Spirit. 'The Words that | have spoken unto you, they are Spirit and are Life." Take them
and treasure them: it is through them that the Spirit manifests His quickening power.'

On the other side, we have the left-hand and more common error. Think not for one moment that the
Word can unfold its Life in thee, except as the Spirit within thee accepts and appropriates it in the inner
life. How much of Scripture reading, and Scripture study, and Scripture preaching is there in which the
first and main object is to reach the meaning of the Word? Men think that if they know correctly and
exactly what it means, there will come as a natural consequence the blessing the Word is meant to bring.
Thisis by no means the case. The Word isa seed. In every seed there is afleshy part, in which the lifeis
hidden. One may have the most precious and perfect seed in its bodily substance, and yet unlessit be
exposed in suitable soil to the influence of sun and moisture, the life may never grow up. And so we may
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hold the words and the doctrines of Scripture most intelligently and earnestly, and yet know little of their
life or power. We need to remind ourselves and the Church unceasingly, that the Scriptures which were
spoken by holy men of old as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, can only be understood by holy men as
they are taught by the same Spirit. The words | have spoken are Spirit and Life;' for the apprehending and
partaking of them ' the flesh profiteth nothing : it isthe Spirit that quickeneth," the Spirit of Life within us.

Thisisone of the awfully solemn lessons which the history of the Jews in the time of Christ teaches us.
They were exceeding zealous, as they thought, for God's word and honour, and yet it turned out that all
their zeal was for their human interpretation of God's word. Jesus said to them: 'Y e search the Scriptures,
because ye think that in them ye have eterna life; and these are they which testify of me: and ye will not
come to me that ye may have life.' They did indeed trust to the Scriptures to lead them to eternal life; and
yet they never saw that they testified of Christ, and so they would not come to Him. They studied and
accepted Scripture in the light and in the power of their human understanding, and not in the light and
power of God's Spirit as their life. The feebleness of the life of so many believers who read and know
Scripture much has no other cause;they know not that it is the Spirit that quickeneth that the flesh, that the
human understanding, however intelligent, however earnest, profiteth nothing. They think that in the
Scriptures they have eternd life, but the living Christ, in the power of the Spirit, astheir life, they know
but little.

What is needed is very ssmple: the determined refusal to attempt to deal with the written word without the
guickening Spirit. Let us never take Scripture into our hand, or mind, or mouth, without realizing the need
and the promise of the Spirit. First, in aquiet act of worship, look to God to give and renew the workings
of His Spirit within you; then, in aquiet act of faith, yield yourself to the power that dwellsin you, and
wait on Him, that not the mind alone, but the life in you, may be opened to receive the Word. Let the
Holy Spirit be your life. To the Spirit and the Life coming out from within to meet the Word from without
asitsfood, the words of Christ are indeed Spirit and Life.

Aswe further follow the teaching of our Blessed Lord asto the Spirit, it will become clear to us that, as
the Lord's Words are Spirit and Life, so the Spirit must be in us as the Spirit of our Life, Our inmost
personal life must be the Spirit of God.

Deeper down than mind, or feeling, or will, the very root of al these, and their animating principle, there
must be the Spirit of God. Aswe seek to go lower down than these, as we see that nothing can reach the
Spirit of Life which thereisin the words of the Living God, and wait on the Holy Spirit within us, in the
unseen depths of the hidden life, to receive and reveal the words in His quickening power, and work them
into the very life of our life, we shall know in truth what it means: 'It is the Spirit that quickeneth.' We
shall see how divinely right and becoming it is that the words which are Spirit and Life should be met in
us by the Spirit and the Life dwelling within, how then aone they will unfold their meaning and impart
their substance, and give their divine strength and fulnessto the Spirit and the Life already within us.

0 my God! again | thank Thee for the wonderful gift of the indwelling Spirit. And | humbly beseech Thee
anew that | may indeed know that He isin me, and how glorious the divine work Heis carrying on.Teach
me speciadly, | pray Thee, to believe that He is the life and the strength of the growth of the Divinelife
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within me, the pledge and assurance that | can grow up into all my God would have me. As| seethis, |
shall understand how He, as the Spirit of the Life within me, will make my spirit hunger for the Word as
the food of the life, will receive and assimilate it, will indeed make it Life and Power.

Forgive me, my God, that | have so much sought to apprehend Thy words, which are Spirit and Life, in
the power of human thought and the fleshly mind. | have been so slow to learn that the flesh profiteth
nothing. | do desireto learn it now.

0 my Father! give me the Spirit of wisdom, grant me the mighty workings of the Spirit, that | may know
how deeply spiritual each word of Thineis, and how spiritual things can only be spiritually discerned. -
Teach mein al my intercourse with Thy word to deny the flesh and the fleshly mind, to wait in deep
humility and faith for the inward working of the Spirit to quicken the word. May thus all my meditation
of Thy Word, all my keeping of it in faith and obedience, be in Spirit and in Truth, in Life and Power.
Amen.

Chapter 3 Table of Contents Chapter 5
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Chapter 5

The Glorified Jesus

The Spirit of the glorified Jesus He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water. But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him were to
receive for the Spirit was not yet; because Jesus was not yet glorified,' --John 7: 37, 38

Our Lord promises here, that those who come unto Him and drink, who believe in Him, will not only
never thirst, but will themselves become fountains, whence streams of living water, of life and blessing,
will flow forth. In recording the words, John explains that the promise was a prospective one, that would
have to wait for its fulfilment till the Spirit should have been poured out. He also gave the double reason
for thisdelay: The Holy Spirit was not yet; because Jesus was not yet glorified. The expression : the
Spirit was not yet, has appeared strange, and so the word given has been inserted. But the expression, if
accepted as it stands, may guide us into the true understanding of the real significance of the Spirit's not
coming until Jesus was glorified.

We have seen that God has given atwofold revelation of Himself, first as, God in the Old Testament,
then as Father in the New. We know how the Son, who had from eternity been with the Father, entered
upon a new stage of existence when He became flesh. When He returned to Heaven, He was still the
same only-begotten Son of God, and yet not altogether the same. For He was now also, as Son of Man,
the first-begotten from the dead, clothed with that glorified humanity which He had perfected and
sanctified for Himself. And just so the Spirit of God as poured out on Pentecost was indeed something
new. Through the Old Testament He was always called the Spirit of God or the Spirit of the Lord; the
name of Holy Spirit He did not yet bear as His own proper name.' It is only in connection with the work
He has to do in preparing the way for Christ, and a body for Him, that the proper name comes into use
(Luke 1: 15, 35). When poured out at Pentecost, He came as the Spirit of the glorified Jesus, the Spirit of
the Incarnate, crucified, and exalted Christ, the bearer and communicator to us, not of the life of God as
such, but of that life asit had been interwoven into human nature in the person of Christ Jesus. Itisin
this capacity specially that He bears the name of Holy Spirit, it is as the Indwelling One that God is Holy.
And of this Spirit, as He dwelt in Jesus in the flesh, and can dwell in usin the flesh too, it is distinctly
and literally true ; the Holy Spirit was not yet. The Spirit of the glorified Jesus, the Son of man become
the Son of God He could not be ,until Jesus was glorified.

This thought opens up to us further the reason why it is not the Spirit of God as such, but the Spirit of
Jesus, that could be sent to dwell in us. Sin had not only disturbed our relation to God's law, but to God
Himself ; with the Divine favour we had lost the Divine life. Christ came not only to deliver man from
the law and its curse, but to bring human nature itself again into the fellowship of the Divine life, to make
us partakers of the Divine nature. He could do this, not by an exercise of Divine Power on man, but only
in the path of afree, moral, and most real human development. In His own person, having become flesh,
He had to sanctify the flesh, and make it a meet and willing receptacle for the indwelling of the Spirit of
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God. Having done this, He had, in accordance with the law that the lower form of life rise to a higher,
only through decay and death ,in death both to bear the curse of sin and to give Himself as the seedcorn
to bring forth fruit in us. From His nature, as it was glorified in the resurrection and ascension, His Spirit
came forth as the Spirit of His human life, glorified into the union with the Divine, to make us partakers
of al that He had personally wrought out and acquired, of Himself and His glorified life. In virtue of His
atonement, man now had a right and title to the fulness of the Divine Spirit, and to Hisindwelling, as
never before. And in virtue of His having perfected in Himself a new holy human nature on our behalf,
He could now communicate what previously had no existence,-alife at once human and Divine. From
henceforth the Spirit, just as He was the personal Divine life, could also become the personal life of men.
Even as the Spirit is the personal life principle in God Himself, so He can beit in the child of God: the
Spirit of God's Son can now be the Spirit that criesin our heart, Abba, Father. Of this Spirit it is most
fully true, 'The Spirit was not yet, because Jesus was not yet glorified."

But now, Blessed be God ! Jesus has been glorified ; there is now the Spirit of the glorified Jesus; the
promise can now be fulfilled: He that believeth on me, out of him shall flow rivers of living waters. The
great transaction which took place when Jesus was glorified is now an eternal reality. When Christ had
entered with our human nature, in our flesh, into the Holiest of all, there took place that of which Peter
speaks, '‘Being by the right hand of God exalted, He received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost.'In our place, and on our behalf, as man and the Head of man, He was admitted into the full glory
of the Divine, and His human nature constituted the receptacle and the dispenser of the Divine Spirit.
And the Holy Spirit could come down as the Spirit of the God-man --most really the Spirit of God, and
yet astruly the spirit of man.He could come down as the Spirit of the glorified Jesus to be in each one
who believesin Jesus, the Spirit of His personal life and His personal presence, and at the same time the
spirit of the personal life of the believer. Just as in Jesus the perfect union of God and man had been
effected and finally completed when He sat down upon the throne, and He so entered on a new, stage of
existence, a glory hitherto unknown, so too, now, a new era has commenced in the life and the work of
the Spirit.He can now come down to witness of the perfect union of the Divine and the human, and in
becoming our life, to make us partakers of it. There is now the Spirit of the glorified Jesus. He hath
poured Him forth; we have received Him to stream into us, to stream through us, and to stream forth
from usin rivers of blessing.

The glorifying of Jesus and the streaming forth of His Spirit are intimately connected; in vital organic
union the two are inseparably linked.. If we would have, not only the Spirit of God, but this Spirit of
Christ, which ‘was not yet,'but now is, the Spirit of the glorified Jesus, it is specially with the glorified
Jesus we must believingly deal. We must not simply rest content with the faith that trustsin the cross and
Its pardon; we must seek to know the New Life, the Life of Glory and Power Divine in human nature, of
which the Spirit of the glorified Jesus is meant to be the Witness and the Bearer. Thisisthe mystery
which was hid from ages and generations, but is now made known by the Holy Spirit, Christ in us; how
Hereally can live His Divine lifein us who are in the flesh. We have the most intense personal interest in
knowing and understanding what it means that Jesusis glorified, that human nature shares the life and
glory of God, that the Spirit was not yet, as long as Jesus was not glorified. And that not only because we
are one day to see Him in His glory, and to be with Him in it. No, but even now, day by day, we are to
liveinit. The Holy Spirit is able to be to us just as much as we are willing to have of Him, and of the life
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of the glorified Lord.

‘This spake Jesus of the Spirit, which they that believed on Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not
yet; because Jesus was not yet glorified.' God be praised! Jesus has been glorified: there is now the Spirit
of the glorified Jesus; we have received Him. In the Old Testament only the unity of God was revealed;
when the Spirit was mentioned, it was always as His Spirit, the power by which God was working: in the
New was not known on earth as a Person. In the New Testament the Trinity is revealed; with Pentecost -
the Holy Spirit descended as a Person to dwell in us. Thisisthe fruit of Jesus work, that we now have
the Personal Presence of the Holy Spirit on earth. Just asin Christ Jesus, the second Person, the Son,
came to reveal the Father, and the Father dwelt and spoke in Him, even so the Spirit, the third Person,
comes to reveal the Son, and in Him the Son dwells and works in us. Thisisthe glory wherewith the
Father glorified the Son of man, because the Son had glorified Him, that in His Name and through Him,
the Holy Spirit descends as a Person to dwell in believers, and to make the glorified Jesus a Present
Reality within them. Thisisit of which Jesus says, that whoso believeth in Him shall never thirst, but
shall have rivers of waters flowing out of him. Thisaone it is that satisfies the soul's thirst, and makes it
afountain to quicken others; the Personal Indwelling of the Holy Spirit, revealing the Presence of the
glorified Jesus.

' He that believeth on me, rivers of water shall flow out of him. This spake He of the Spirit.' Here we
have once again the, blessed Key of all God's treasures : He that believeth on me .1t isthe glorified Jesus
who baptizes with the Holy Ghost: let us believe in Him. Let each one who longs for the full blessing
here promised only believe. Let usbelieve in Him, that He isindeed glorified, that al He is and does and
wishesto do isin the power of aDivine glory.

According to the riches of His glory, God can now work in us. Let us believe that he has given His Holy
Spirit, that we have the personal presence of the Spirit on earth and within us. By this faith the glory of
Jesus in heaven and the Power of the Spirit in our hearts become inseparably linked. Let us believe that
in the fellowship with Jesus the stream will flow ever stronger and fuller, into us and out of us. Yes; let
us believe on Jesus. But let us remember : thinking on these things, understanding them, being very sure
of them, rgjoicing in afuller insight into them, all this, though needful, isnot itself believing.

Faith is surrender: believing is that power of the renewed nature which, forsaking self and dying to it,
makes room for the Divine, for God, for the glorified Christ to come and take possession and do His
work. Faith in Jesus bows in lowly stillness and poverty of spirit, to realize that self has nothing, and that
Another, the unseen Spirit, has now come in to beits leader, its strength, and its life. Faith in Jesus bows
in the stillness of a quiet surrender before Him, fully assured that as it waits on Him, He will cause the
river to flow.

Blessed Lord Jesus! | do believe, help Thou mine unbelief. Do Thou, the Author and Perfecter of our
faith, perfect the work of faith in me too. Teach me, | pray Thee, with afaith that enters the unseen, to
realize what Thy glory is, and what my sharein it is even now, according to Thy word: The glory which
Thou gavest me, | have given them.' Teach me that the Holy Ghost and His power is the glory which

http://www.worldinvisible.com/library/murray/7764/776405.htm (3 of 4) [28/07/2004 12:30:27 a.m.]



http://www.worldinvisible.com/library/murray/7764/776405.htm

Thou givest us, and that Thou wouldst have us show forth Thy glory in rgoicing in His holy presence on
earth and Hisindwelling in us. Teach me above all, my blessed L ord to take and hold these blessed truths
in the mind, but with my spirit that isin my inmost parts, to wait on Thee to be filled with Thy Spirit.

O my glorified Lord | do even now bow before Thy glory in humble faith. Let al the life of self and the
flesh be abased and perish, as | worship and wait before Thee. Let the Spirit of Glory become my life.
Let His Presence break down al trust in self, and make room for Thee. And let my whole life be one of
faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me. Amen.

Chapter 4 Table of Contents Chapter 6
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Chapter 6
The Indwelling Spirit

| will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may be with you for ever; even
the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive; for it beholdeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: ye
know Him, for He abideth with you, and shall be in you ' John 14:16, 17.

'He shall bein you.' In these simple words our Lord announces that wonderful mystery of the Spirit's
indwelling which was to be the fruit and the crown of His redeeming work. It was for this man had been
created. It was for this, God's mastery within the heart, the Spirit had striven in vain with men through
the past ages. It was for this Jesus had lived and was about to die. Without this the Father's purpose and
His own work would fail of their accomplishment. For want of this the intercourse of the Blessed Master
with the disciples had effected so little. He had hardly ever ventured to mention it to them, because He
knew they would not understand it. But now, on the last night, when it was but alittle time, He discloses
the Divine Secret that, when He left them, their loss would be compensated by a greater blessing than His
bodily presence. Another would come in His stead, to abide with them for ever, and to dwell in them.
Dwelling in them, He would prepare them to receive Himself their Lord, and the Father, within them too.
'He shall beinyou.'

Our Father has given us atwofold revelation of Himself. In His Son He reveals His Holy Image, and
setting him before men invites them to become like Him by receiving Him into their heart and life. In His
Spirit He sends forth His Divine Power, to enter into us, and from within prepare us for receiving the Son
and the Father. The dispensation of the Spirit is the dispensation of the inner life. In the dispensation of
the Word, or the Son, beginning as it did with the creation of man in God's image, continued as it was
through all the preparatory stages down to Christ's appearing, in the flesh, all was more external and
preparatory. There were at times special and mighty workings of the Spirit; but the indwelling was
unknown; man had not yet become an habitation of God in the Spirit. Now first, this was to be attained.
The eternal life was to become the very life of man, hiding itself within his very being and

consciousness, and clothing itself in the forms of a human will and life. Just asit is through the Spirit that
God iswhat He is; just asin the Father and the Son, the Spirit is the principle in which their personality
has its root and consciousness, so this Spirit of the Divine lifeis now to be in us, in the deepest sense of
the word, the principle of our life, the root of our personality too, the very life of our being and
consciousness. He isto be one with us in the absoluteness of a Divine immanence, dwelling in us, even
as the Father in the Son, and the Son in the Father. Let us bow in holy reverence to worship and adore,
and to receive the mighty blessing.

If we would enter into the full understanding and experience of what our Blessed Lord here promises, we
must above everything remember that what He speaks of is aDivine indwelling. Wherever God dwells
He hides Himself. In nature He hides Himself; most men see Him not there. In meeting His saints of old
He mostly hid Himself under some manifestation in human weakness, so that it was often only after He
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was gone that they said, Surely the Lord isin this place, and | knew it not. 'The Blessed Son came to
reveal God, and yet He came as aroot out of a dry ground, without form or comeliness; even His own
disciples were at times offended at Him. Men always expect the kingdom of God to come with
observation ; they know not that it is a hidden mystery, to be received only as, in His own self-revealing
power, God makes Himself known in hearts surrendered and prepared for Him. Christians are aways
ready, when the promise of the Spirit occupies them, to form some conception as to how Hisleading can
be known in their thoughts; how His quickening will affect their feelings; how His sanctifying can be
recognised in their will and conduct. They need to be reminded that deeper than mind and feeling and
will, deeper than the soul, where these have their seat, in the depths of the spirit that came from God,
there comes the Holy Spirit to dwell.

This. indwelling istherefore first of al, and all through, to be recognised by faith. Even when | cannot
see the least evidence of Hisworking, | am quietly and reverently to believe that He dwellsin me. In that
faith | am restfully and trustfully to count upon His working ,and to wait for it. In that faith I must very
distinctly deny my own wisdom and strength, and in childlike self-abnegation depend upon Him to work.
His first workings may be so feeble and hidden that | can hardly recognise them as coming from Him;
they may appear to be nothing more than the voice of conscience, or the familiar sound of some Bible
truth. Here isthe time for faith to hold fast the Master's promise and the Father's gift, and to trust that the
Spirit iswithin and will guide. In that faith let me continually yield up my whole being to His rule and
mastery; let me be faithful to what appears the nearest to His voice; in such faith and such faithfulness
my soul will be prepared for knowing His voice better. Out of the hidden depths His power will move to
take possession of mind and will, and the indwelling in the hidden recesses of the heart will grow into a
being filled with His fulness.

Faith is the one faculty of our spiritual nature by which we can recognise the Divine, in whatever low and
unlikely appearancesit clothesitself. And if this be true of the Father in His glory as God, and the Son as
the manifestation of the Father, how much more must it be true of the Spirit, the unseen Divine life-
power come to clothe itself, and hide itself away, within our weakness ? Oh! let us cultivate and exercise
much our faith in the Father, whose one gift through the Son isthis, the Spirit in our hearts. And in the
Son too, whose whole Person and Work and Glory centre in the gift of the Indwelling Spirit. And so let
out faith grow strong in the unseen, sometimes unfelt Divine Presence of this Mighty Power, thisliving
Person, who has descended into our weakness, and hidden Himself in our littleness, to fit us for
becoming the dwelling of the Father and the Son. Let our adoring worship of our glorified Lord ever seek
to catch the wondrous answer He givesto every prayer, asthe seal of our acceptance, as the promise of
deeper knowledge of our God, of closer fellowship and richer blessedness. The Holy Spirit dwelleth in
you.

The deep importance of aright apprehension of the indwelling of the Spirit is evident from the place it
occupiesinour Lord's farewell discourse. In this and the two following chapters, He speaks of the Spirit
more directly as Teacher, | as Witness, as representing and glorifying Himself, as convincing the world.
At the same time, He connects this, and He says of His and the Father's indwelling, of the union of the
Vine and the branches, of the Peace and Joy and Power in Prayer which His disciples would have, with
'that day,’ the time of the Spirit's coming. But, before al this, asits one condition and only source, He
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places the promise, 'the Spirit shall bein, you.' It avails little that we know all that the Spirit can do for
us, or that we confess our entire dependence on Him, unless we clearly realize, and place first, what the
Master gave thefirst place; that it is asthe indwelling Spirit aone that He can be our Teacher or our
Strength. Asthe Church, asthe believer, accepts our Lord's, ' He shall bein you," and lives under the
control of thisfaith, our true relation to the Blessed Spirit will be restored. He will take charge and
inspire; He will mightily fill and bless the being given up to Him as His abode.

A careful study of the epistles will confirm this, In writing to the Corinthians, Paul had to reprove them
for sad and terrible sins, and yet he says to al, including the feeblest and most unfaithful believer, 'Know
ye not that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost ? Heis sure that if this were believed, if to this truth were given the place God meant it to have, it
would not only be the motive, but the power of anew and holy life. To the backsliding Galatians, he has
no mightier pleato address than this : they had received the Spirit by the preaching of faith; God had sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into their hearts ; they had their life by the Spirit in them ; if they could but
understand and believe this, they would also walk in the Spirit.

It is this teaching the Church of Christ needsin our days. | am deeply persuaded that very few of us
realize aright to what extent believers are ignorant of this aspect of the truth concerning the Holy Spirit,
or to what an extent thisis the cause of their feeblenessin holy walk and work. There may be agreat deal
of praying for the Holy Spirit's working, there may be great correctness in our confession, both in
preaching and prayer, of entire and absol ute dependence on Him; but unless His personal, continual,
Divine indwelling be acknowledged and experienced, we must not be surprised if there be continual
failure. The Holy Dove wants his resting place free from all intrusion and disturbance. God wants entire
possession of His temple. Jesus wants His home all to Himself. He cannot do His work there, He cannot
rule and reveal Himself and Hislove as He would, unless the whole home, the whole inner being, be
possessed and filled by the Holy Spirit. Let us consent to this. Asthe meaning of the indwelling dawns
upon usinitsfull extent and claims, as we accept it as a Divine reality to be carried out and maintained
by nothing less than an Almighty Power, as we bow low in emptiness and surrender, in faith and
adoration, to accept the promise and live on it, ' He shall be in you,' the Father will, for Jesus' sake,
delight to fulfil it in our experience, and we shall know that the beginning, and the secret, and the power
of the life of atrue discipleis, the Indwelling Spirit.

Blessed Lord Jesus! my soul doth bless Thee for Thy precious word : The Spirit shall be in you. In deep
humility I now once again accept it, and ask Thee to teach me its full and blessed meaning.

| ask for myself and al God's children that we may see how near Thy love would come to us, how
entirely and most intimately Thou wouldst give Thyself to us. Nothing can satisfy Thee but to have Thy
abode within us, to dwell in us asthe life of our life. To this end Thou hast sent forth, from Thy glory,
Thy Holy Spirit into our hearts, to be the power that lives and actsin our inmost being, and to givein us
the revelation of Thyself. 0 holy Saviour! bring Thy Church to see this truth that has been so much hid
and lost, to experience it, and to bear witnessto it in power. May the joyful sound be heard throughout
her borders, that every true believer has the indwelling and the leading of Thy Spirit. And teach me, my
Lord! thelife of faith, that goes out of self, to wait on Thee, asin Thy Spirit Thou dost Thy work within
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me. May my life from hour to hour be in the holy, humble consciousness : Christ's Spirit dwelleth in me.
In humility and silence | bow before this holy mystery, my God ! my Lord Jesus! Thine own Spirit

dwellsin me. Amen.

Chegter5|  TebleofComems |  Cheges
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Chapter 7

The Spirit given to the Obedient

If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments: and | will pray the Father, and He shall give you another
Comforter, even the Spirit of truth. --John 14:15,16

‘The Holy Spirit, whom God hath given to them that obey Him.'Acts 5:32.

The truth which these words express has often suggested the question - How can this be? We need the
Spirit to make us obedient; we long for the Spirit's power, just because we mourn so much the
disobedience there still is, and desire to be otherwise. And how is this? The Saviour claims obedience as
the condition of the Father's giving and our receiving the Spirit.

The difficulty will be removed if we remember what we have more than once seen, that there is atwofold
manifestation of the Spirit of God, corresponding to the Old and New Testament. In the former, He
works as the Spirit of God, preparing the way for the higher revelation of God, as the Father of Jesus
Christ. In thisway He had worked in Christ's disciples, as the Spirit of conversion and faith. What they
were now about to receive was something higher--the Spirit of the glorified Jesus, communicating the
power from on high, the experience of His full salvation. And though now, to all believers under the New
Testament economy, the Spirit in them isthe Spirit of Christ, there is still something that corresponds to
the twofold dispensation. Where there is not much knowledge of the Spirit's work, or where His
workingsin a Church or an individual are but feeble, there even believers will not get beyond the
experience of His preparatory workings; though He be in them, they know Him not in His power as the
Spirit of the glorified Lord. They have Him in them to make them obedient; it is only asthey yield
obedience to this His more elementary work, the keeping of Christ's commandments, that they will be
promoted to the higher experience of His conscious indwelling, as the Representative and Revealer of
Jesusin His glory. 'If yelove me, keep my commandments: and | will pray the Father, and He will send
you another Comforter.'

The lesson is one we cannot study too attentively. In Paradise, in the angels of heaven, in God's own Son,
by obedience and obedience alone, could the relationship with the Divine Being be maintained, and
admission secured to closer experience of His Love and His Life. God's will revealed is the expression of
His hidden perfection and being; only in accepting and doing the will, in the entire giving up for the will
to possess and use as He pleases, are we fitted for entering the Divine Presence. Was it not thus even
with the Son of God? It was when, after alife in holy humility and obedience for thirty years, He had
spoken that word of entire consecration, 'lt becometh us to fulfil all righteousness,' and given Himself to
a baptism for the sins of His people, that He was baptized with the Spirit. The Spirit came because of His
obedience. And again, it was after He had learned obedience in suffering, and became obedient to the
death of the cross, that He again received the Spirit from the Father (Acts 2: 3 3) to pour out on His
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disciples. The fulness of the Spirit for His body the Church was the reward of obedience. And this law of
the Spirit's coming, as revealed in the Head, holds for every member of the body : obedienceisthe
indispensable condition of the Spirit'sindwelling. 'If ye love me, keep my commandments: and the
Father will send you the Spirit.’

Christ Jesus had come to prepare the way for the Spirit's coming. Or rather, His outward coming in the
flesh was the preparation for His inward coming in the Spirit to fulfil the promise of a Divine indwelling.
The outward coming appeal ed to the soul, with its mind and feeling, and affected these. It was only as
Christ in His outward coming was accepted, as He was loved and obeyed, that the Inward and more
Intimate revelation would be given. Personal attachment to Jesus, the personal acceptance of Him as
Lord and Master to love and obey, was the disciples preparation for the baptism of the Spirit. And so
now , itisasin atender listening to the voice of conscience, and afaithful effort to keep the commands
of Jesus, we prove our love to Him, that the heart will be prepared for the fulness of the Spirit. Our
attainments may fall short of our aims, we may have to mourn that what we would we do not--if the
Master sees the whole-hearted surrender to His will, and the faithful obedience to what we already have
of the leadings of His Spirit, we may be sure that the full gift will not be withheld.

Do not these words suggest to us the two great reasons why the presence and the power of the Spirit in
the Church is so feebly realized ? We do not understand that as the obedience of love must precede the
fulness of the Spirit, so the fulness of the Spirit must still follow on it. They err who want the fulness of
the Spirit before they obey, no less than those who think that obedience is aready a sign that the fulness
of the Spirit isthere."

Obedience must precede the baptism of the Spirit. John had preached Jesus as the true Baptist--baptizing
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Jesus took His disciples as candidates for this Baptism into a three
years course of training. First of al, attached them to Himself personally. He taught them to forsake all
for Him. He called Himself their Master and L ord, and taught them to do what He said. And then in His
farewell discourse He time after time spoke of obedience to His commands as the one condition of all
further spiritual blessing. It is to be feared that the Church has not given this word Obedience the
prominence Christ gave it. Wrong views of the danger of Self-righteousness, of the way in which free
Grace isto be exalted, of the power of sin and a needs be of sinning, with the natural reluctance of the
flesh to accept a high standard of holiness, have been the causes. While the freedom of grace and the
simplicity of faith have been preached, the absolute necessity of obedience and holiness has not been
equally insisted on. It has been thought that only those who had the fulness of the Spirit could be
obedient. It was not seen that obedience was the lower platform,-that the baptism of the Spirit, the full
revelation of the glorified Lord as the Indwelling One in His power to work in us and through us His
mighty works, was something higher, the Presence that the obedient should inherit. It was not seen that
simple and full alegiance to every dictate of conscience, and every precept of the word, that a* walk
worthy of the Lord to all well-pleasing,’ was to be the passport to that full lifein the Spirit in which He
would witness to the abiding Presence of the Lord in the heart.

Asthe natural consequence of the neglect of this truth, the companion truth was also forgotten: The
obedient must and may look for the fulness of the Spirit. The promise of the special, conscious, active
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indwelling. of the Spirit to the obedient is athing to many Christians unknown. The great part of lifeis
spent in mourning over disobedience, over the want of the Spirit's power, and praying for the Spirit to
help them to obey, instead of rising in the strength of the Spirit already in them to obedience, as indeed
possible and necessary. The thought of the Holy Spirit being specially sent to the obedient to givein
them the Presence of Jesus as a continuous reality, that He might do in them the greater works, even as
the Father had worked in Him, was hardly thought of. The meaning of the life of Jesus as our exampleis
not understood. How distinctly there was with Him the outward lowly life of trial and obediencein
preparation for the hidden spiritual one of Power and Glory! It isthisinner life that we are made
partakers of in the gift of the Spirit of the glorified Jesus. But in our inner personal participation of that
gift we must walk in the way He dedicated for us; asin the crucifixion of the flesh we yield ourselvesto
God'swill, for Him to do in us what He wills, and for us also to do what He wills, we shall experience
that God isto be found nowhere but in Hiswill. Hiswill in Christ, accepted and done by us, with the
heart in which it is done, is the home of the Holy Spirit. The revelation of the Son in His perfect
obedience was the condition of the giving of the Spirit; the acceptance of the Son in love and obedience
is the path to the indwelling of the Spirit.

It isthistruth which has in these latter years come home with power to the hearts of many in the use of
the words full surrender and entire consecration As they understood that the Lord Jesus did indeed claim
implicit obedience, that the giving up all to Him and His will was absolutely necessary, and in the power
of His grace truly possible, and in the faith of His power did it, they found the entrance to alife of peace
and strength formerly unknown. Many are learning, or have to learn, that they do not yet fully know the
lesson. They will find that there are applications of this principle beyond what we have conceived. Aswe
see how in the all-pervading power of the Spirit, as we aready possess Him, every movement of our life
must be brought into allegiance to Jesus, and give ourselvesto it in faith, we shall also see that the Spirit
of the glorifiied Lord can make Him present and work His mighty works in us and through us, in away
far beyond what we can ask or think. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit was intended by God and Christ
to be to the Church more, oh! so much more, than we have yet known., Oh ! shall we not yield ourselves,
in alove and obedience that will sacrifice anything for Jesus, that our hearts may be enlarged for the
fulness of His blessing prepared for us.

Let uscry to God very earnestly, that He may waken His Church and people to take in this double |esson:
A living obedience is indispensable to the full experience of the indwelling; the full experience of the
indwelling is what aloving obedience may certainly claim. Let each of us even now say to our Lord that
we do love Him, and keep His commandments. In however much feebleness and failure it be, till let us
speak it out to Him as the one purpose of our souls; this He will accept. Let us believe in the indwelling
of the Spirit as already given to us, when in the obedience of faith we gave ourselvesto Him. Let us
believe that the full indwelling, with the revelation of Christ within, can be ours. And let us be content
with nothing less than the loving, reverent, trembling, but blessed consciousness that we are the Temples
of the Living God, because the Spirit of God dwelleth in us.

Blessed Lord Jesus ! with my whole heart do | accept the teaching of these words of Thine. And most
earnestly do | beseech Thee to write the truth ever deeper in my heart, as one of the laws of Thy
Kingdom, that L oving Obedience may look for a Loving Acceptance, sealed by ever-increasing
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experience of the Power of the Spirit.

| thank Thee for what Thy word teaches of what the Love and Obedience of Thy disciples were. Though
still imperfect--for did they not all forsake Thee?--yet Thou didst cover it with the cloak of Thy love:
‘The spirit iswilling, but the flesh weak;' and accept it, feeble though it was. Saviour! with my whole
heart | say | do love Thee, and would keep each one of Thy commandments.

Afresh | surrender myself to Thee for this. In the depths of my soul Thou seest there is but one desire,
that Thy will should be done in me asin Heaven.

To every reproof of conscience | would bow very low.To every moving of Thy Spirit | would yield in
implicit obedience. Into Thy death | give my will and life, that, being raised with Thee, the Life of
Another even of Thy Holy Spirit, who dwelleth in me, and revealeth Thee, may be my life. Amen.

Chapter 6 Table of Contents Chapter 8
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Chapter 8
Knowing The Spirit.

The Spirit of Truth whom the world cannot receive, for it beholdeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: Ye
know Him; for He abideth with you, and shall be in you.'-John 14: 17.

'Know ye not that ye are atemple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? -1 Cor. 3:16.

THE value of knowledge, that is, true spiritual knowledge, in the life of faith can hardly be exaggerated.
Just as a man on earth is none the richer for an inheritance that comesto him, or atreasurein hisfield, as
long as he does not know of it, or does not know how to get possessed of it, and to useit,-so the gifts of
God's Grace cannot bring their full blessing until we know and, in knowing, truly apprehend and possess
them. In Christ are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; it is the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus, his Lord, for which the believer iswilling to count al things but loss. It is owing to the
want of atrue knowledge of what God in Christ has prepared for us that the lives of believers are so low
and feeble. The prayer Paul offered for the Ephesians--that the Father would give them the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of their heart being enlightened, that they
might know the hope of their calling, and the riches of the inheritance, and the exceeding goodness of the
power working in them-- is one we never can pray enough, whether for ourselves or for others. But of
what special importanceit is that we should know the Teacher through whom all the other knowledgeis
to come! The Father has given each one of His children not only Christ, who is the truth, the reality of all
life and grace, but the Holy Spirit, who is the very Spirit of Christ and the Truth. ' We received the Spirit,
which is of God, that we might know the things which are freely given us by God.'

But now comes the important question, How do we know when it is the Spirit that is teaching us? If our
knowledge of Divine thingsisto be to us a certainty and a comfort, we must know the Teacher Himself.
It isonly knowing Him that will be to usthe full evidence that what we count our spiritual knowledgeis
no deception. Our blessed L ord meets this question, with all the solemn issues depending upon it, by
assuring us that we shall know the Spirit. When a messenger comes to tell of aking, when awitness
gives atestimony for hisfriend, neither speaks of himself. And yet, without doing so, both the messenger
and the witness, in the very fact of giving their evidence, draw our attention to themselves, and claim our
recognition of their presence and trustworthiness. And just so the Holy Spirit, when He testifies of Christ
and glorifies Him, must be known and acknowledged in His Divine commission and presence. It isonly
thus that we can have the assurance that the knowledge we receive is indeed of God, and not what our
human reason has gathered from the Word of God. To know the King's seal is the only safeguard against
a counterfeit image. To know the Spirit is the Divine foundation of certainty.

And how now can the Spirit thus be known ? Jesus says. 'Y e know Him, for He abideth with you, and
shall beinyou.' The abiding indwelling of the Spirit is the condition of knowing Him. His presence will
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be self-evidencing. Aswe allow Him to dwell in us, aswe give Him full possession in faith and
obedience, and allow Him to testify of Jesus as Lord, He will bring His credentials: He will prove
Himself to be the Spirit of God. 'It isthe Spirit beareth witness, because the Spirit istruth.’ It is because
the presence of the Spirit as the indwelling teacher of every believer is so little known and recognised in
the Church, and because, as the result of this, the workings of the Spirit are few and feeble, that thereis
so much difficulty and doubt, so much fear and hesitation about the recognition of the witness of the
Spirit. Asthe truth and experience of the indwelling of the Spirit is restored among God's people, and the
Spirit is free again to work in power among us, His blessed presence will be its own sufficient proof : we
shall indeed know Him. Y e know Him, for He shall be in you."

But meanwhile, as long as His presence is so little recognised, and His working straitened, how is He
now to be known ? To this question the answer isvery ssmple. To every one who honestly desires, not
only to know that he has the Spirit, but to know Him in His person, and as a personal possession and
Teacher, we say: Study the teaching of the Word in regard to the Spirit. Be not content with the teaching
of the Church or of men about the Spirit, but go to the Word. Be not content with your ordinary ‘reading
of the Word, or what you already know of its doctrines. If you are in earnest to know the Spirit, go and
search the Word specially with this view, as one thirsting to drink deeply of the water of life. Gather
together all the Word says of the Spirit, His indwelling and His work, and hide it in your heart. Be
determined to accept of nothing but what the Word teaches, but also to accept heartily of all it teaches.

But study the Word in dependence on the Spirit's teaching. If you study it with your human wisdom, your
study of it may only confirm you in your mistaken views. If you are a child of God, you have the Holy
Spirit to teach you, even though you do not yet know how He worksin you. Ask the Father to work
through Him in you, and to make the Word life and light in you. If, in the spirit of humility, and trusting
in God's guidance, you submit heartily to the Word, Y ou will find the promise surely fulfilled: you will
be taught of God. We have more than once spoken of the progress from the outward to the inward: be
whole-hearted in giving up al your thoughts and men's thoughts as you accept the Word; ask God to
reveal in you by His Spirit His thoughts concerning His Spirit: He will assuredly do so.

And what will be the chief marks to be found in the Word by which the Spirit in us can be known? They
will be chiefly two. The first will be more external, referring to the work He does. The second morein
theinner life, in the dispositions which He seeksin those in whom He dwells.

We have just heard how Jesus spoke of aloving obedience as the condition of the Spirit's coming.
Obedience is the abiding mark of His presence. Jesus gave Him as a Teacher and Guide. All Scripture
speaks of Hiswork as demanding the surrender of the wholelife. 'If by the Spirit ye mortify the deeds of
the body, ye shall live; for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.'' Y our
body isatemple of the Holy Ghost: glorify God therefore in your body.' ' If we live in the Spirit, let us
also walk in the Spirit.' "We are changed into the same image, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.' Words
like these define very distinctly the operations of the Spirit. As God isfirst known in His works, so with
the Spirit. He reveals God's will, Christ doing that will, - and calling usto follow Himin it. Asthe
believer surrenders himself to alife-in the Spirit, cordially consents that the leading of the Spirit, the
mortifying of the flesh, the obedience to the rule of Christ, without limit or exception, shall be what he
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gives himself up to, and as he waits on the Spirit to work all this, he will find and know the Spirit
working in him. It is as we simply make the aim of the Holy Spirit our aim, and give up ourselves
entirely to what He is to come and work, that we are prepared to know Him as dwelling in us. Aswe are
led by Him to obey God even as Christ did, it will be the Spirit Himself, bearing witness with our spirit,
that He dwellsin us.

We shall also know Him, and that still more certainly and intimately, as we not only yield ourselves to
that life He works, but as we study the personal relation in which a believer standsto Him, and the way
in which His working may most fully be experienced. The habit of soul the Spirit desiresis contained in
the one word-faith. Faith has ever to do with the Invisible, with what appears to man most unlikely.
When the Divine appeared in Jesus, in what alowly form was it hidden ! Thirty years, Helived in
Nazareth, and they had seen nothing in Him but the son of a carpenter. It was only with His baptism that
His Divine Sonship came into complete and perfect consciousness. Even to His disciples His Divine
glory was often hidden. How much more when the Life of God enters the depths of our sinful being, will
it be matter of faith to recognizeit! Let us meet the Spirit in holy, humble faith. Let us not be content just
to know that the Spirit isin us: that will profit us but little. Let us cultivate the habit, in each -religious
exercise, of bowing reverently in silence before God, to give the Spirit, the recognition that is His due,
and keep down the will of the flesh that is so ready with its service of God. Let uswait on the Spiritin
deep dependence. Let us have a season of quiet meditation, in which we enter the inner temple of our
heart, to see that all there isindeed surrendered to the Spirit, and then bow before the Father to ask and
expect from Him the mighty working of the Holy Spirit. However little we see or fedl, let us believe. The
Divineisawaysfirst known by believing. Aswe continue believing, we shall be prepared to know and
to see.

Thereisno way of knowing afruit but by tasting it There is no way of knowing the light but by being in
it and using it. Thereis no way of knowing a person but by intercourse with him. There is no way of
knowing the Holy Spirit but by possessing Him, and being possessed of Him. To live in the Spirit isthe
only way to know the Spirit. To have Him in us, doing His work, giving us His fellowship, and guiding
our whole life, thisisthe path the Master opens when He says: ' Y e know Him, for He shall bein you.'

Believer! for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus Paul counted all things but loss. Shall we
not do so too ? Shall we not, to know the glorified Christ through the Spirit, give up everything? Oh, let
us think of it! the Father hath sent the Spirit that we might fully share in the glory of the glorified Christ!
Shall we not give ourselves up to have Him in us, to let Him have all in us, that we may fully know Him,
through whom alone we can know the Son and the Father ? Let us even now yield ourselves to the full to
the indwelling and teaching of the Blessed Spirit whom the Son hath given us from the Father.

Blessed Father! who hast, in the name of Christ, sent us Thy Holy Spirit, graciously hear my prayer, and
grant that | may know Him indeed by having Him within me. May His witness to Jesus be divinely clear
and mighty, may Hisleading and sanctifying be in such holy power, may His indwelling in my spirit be
in such Truth and Life, that the consciousness of Him as my Life may be as ssmple and sure as of my
natural life, Asthe light is the sufficient witness to the sun, may His light be its own witness to the,
presence of Jesus.
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And lead me, O my Father, in knowing Him to know aright the mystery of Thy Love in giving Him
within. May | understand how it was not enough to Thee to work in me by Thy secret, unknown,
Almighty Power, nor even to work through Him who came to the earth to reveal Thee. Thy Son had
something more, and better still, for us the Spirit, the Blessed Third in the Godhead, was sent, that Thy
Personal Presence, the most intimate union and unbroken fellowship with Thee, might be my portion.
The Holy Spirit, Thy very Life and Self, has come to be now the life of my very self, and so take me
wholly for Thine own.

0 my God, do teach me and all Thy people to know Thy Spirit. Not only to know that He isin us, not
only to know somewhat of Hisworking, but to know Him asin His very person He reveals and glorifies
the Son, and in Him Thee the Father, Amen.

Chapter 7 Table of Contents Chapter 9
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Chapter 9
The Spirit of Truth

'‘But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth,
which proceedeth from the Father, He shall bear witness of me.'--John 15:26.

'When He, the Spirit of Truth, iscome, He shall guide you into all the Truth; for He shall not speak from
Himself; but whatsoever things He shall hear, these shall He speak.’--John 16:13.

God created man in Hisimage; to become like Himself, capable of holding fellowship with Him in His
glory. In Paradise two ways were set before man for attaining to this likeness to God. These were typified
by the two trees-that of life, and that of knowledge. God's way was the former, ---through life would
come the knowledge and likeness of God; in abiding in God's will, and partaking of God's life, man
would be perfected. In recommending the other, Satan assured man that knowledge was the one thing to
be desired to make us like God. And when man chose the light of knowledge above the life in obedience,
he entered upon the terrible path that leads to death.' The desire to know became his greatest temptation,
his whol e nature was corrupted, and knowledge was to him more than obedience and more than life.

Under the power of this deceit, that promises happiness in knowledge, the human raceis still led astray.
And nowhere does it show its power more terribly than in connection with the true religion and God's
own revelation of Himself. Even where the word of God is accepted, the wisdom of the world and of the
flesh ever entersin; even spiritual Truth is robbed of its power when held, not in the life of the Spirit, but
in the wisdom of man. Where Truth enters into the inward parts, as God desires, there it becomes the life
of the Spirit. But it may also only reach the outer parts of the soul, the intellect and reason, and while it
occupies and pleases there, and satisfies us with the imagination that it will thence exercise its influence,
its power is nothing more than that of human argument and wisdom, that never reaches to the true life of
the spirit. For thereis atruth of the understanding and feelings, which is Only natural, the human image
or form, the shadow of Divine Truth. There isa Truth which is substance and reality, communicating to
him who holds it the actual possession, the life of the things of which others only think and speak. The
truth in shadow, in form, in thought,was all the law could give; and in that the religion of the Jews
consisted. The truth of substance, the Truth as a Divine life, was what Jesus brought as the Only-
begotten, full of grace and truth. He is Himself 'the Truth.'

In promising the Holy Spirit to His -disciples, our Lord speaks of Him as the Spirit of Truth. That Truth,
which He Himself is, that Truth and Grace and Life which He brought from heaven as a substantial
spiritual reality to communicate to us, that Truth has its existence in the Spirit of God: He is the Spirit,
theinner life of that Divine Truth. And when we receive Him, and just as far as we receive Him, and give
up to Him, He makes Christ, and the Life of God, to be Truth in us divinely real; He givesit to bein us
of atruth.In His teaching and guiding into the Truth, He does not give us only words and thoughts and
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Images and impressions, coming to us from without, from a book or ateacher outside of us. He enters the
secret roots of our life, and plants the Truth of God there as a seed, and dwellsin it asaDivine Life. And
where, in faith, and expectation, and surrender, this Hidden Life is cherished and nourished, there He
guickens and strengthensit, so that it grows stronger and spreads its branches through the whole being.
And so, not from without but from within, not in word but in power, in Life and Truth, the Spirit reveals
Christ and all He has for us. He makes the Christ, who has been to us so much only an image, a thought,
a Saviour outside and above us, to be Truth within us. The Spirit brings with Hisincoming the Truth into
us ; and then, having possessed us from within, guides us, as we can bear it, into all the truth.

In His promise to send the Spirit of Truth from the Father, our Lord very definitely tells us what His
principa work would be-- 'He shall bear witness of ME.' He had just before said,'l am the Truth;' the
Spirit of Truth can have no work but just to reveal and impart the fulness of Grace and Truth that there
are in Christ Jesus. He came down from the glorified Lord in heaven to bear witness--within us, and so
through us, of the reality and the power of the redemption which Christ has accomplished there. There
are Christians who are afraid that to think much of the Spirit's presence within us will lead us away from
the Saviour above us. A looking within to ourselves may do this; we may be sure that the silent,
believing, adoring recognition of the Spirit within uswill only lead to afuller, a more true and spiritual
apprehension that Christ aloneisindeed all in all. 'He shall bear witness of me.' ' He shall glorify me.' It
is He will make our knowledge of Christ Life and Truth, and experience of the Power with which He
works and saves.'

To know what the disposition or state of mind isin which we can fully receive this guiding into al Truth,
note the remarkable words our Lord uses concerning the Spirit: ' He shall guide you into al the Truth, for
He shall not speak from Himself; but whatsoever things He shall hear, these shall He speak.' The mark of
this Spirit of Truth is awondrous Divine Teachableness. In the mystery of the Holy Trinity thereis
nothing more beautiful than this, that with a Divine equality on the part of the Son and the Spirit, thereis
also a perfect subordination. The Son could claim that men should honour Him even as they honoured
the Father, and yet counted it no derogation from that honour to say, The Son can do nothing of Himself;
as| hear, so | speak. And even so the Spirit of Truth never speaks from Himself. We should think He
surely could speak from Himself; but no, only what He hears, that He speaks. The Spirit that fears to
speak out of its own, that listens for God to speak, and only speaks when God speaks, thisis the Spirit of
Truth.

And thisisthe disposition He works, the life He breathes, in those who truly receive Him---that gentle
teachabl eness which marks the poor in spirit, the broken in heart, who have become conscious that as
worthless as their righteousness, is their wisdom, or power of apprehending spiritual truth ; that they need
Christ as much for the one as the other, and that the Spirit within them alone can be the Spirit of Truth.
He shows us how, even with the word of God in our hands and on our tongues, we may be utterly
wanting in that waiting, docile, submissive spirit to which alone its spiritual meaning can be revealed. He
opens our eyes to the reason why so much Bible reading, and Bible knowledge, and Bible preaching has
so little fruit unto true holiness; because it is studied and held with awisdom that is not from above, that
was not asked for and waited for from God. The mark of the Spirit of Truth was wanting. He speaketh
not, He thinketh not from Himself ; what He hears, that He speaks. The Spirit of Truth receives
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everything day by day, step by step, from God in heaven. Heis silent, and does not speak, except and
until He hears.

These thoughts suggest to us the great danger of the Christian life-seeking to know the Truth of God in
His word without the distinct waiting on the Spirit of Truth in the heart. The tempter of Paradise still
moves about among men. Knowledge is still his great temptation. How many Christians there are who
could confess that their knowledge of Divine Truth does but little for them: it leaves them powerless
against the world and sin; they know little of the light and the liberty, the strength and the joy the Truth
was meant to bring. It is because they take to themselves God's truth in the power of human wisdom and
human thought, and wait not for the Spirit of Truth to lead ‘them into it." Most earnest effortsto abide in
Christ, to walk like Christ, have failed because their faith stood more in the wisdom of man than in the
power of God. Most blessed experiences have been short lived, because they knew not that the Spirit of
Truth was within them to make Christ and His Holy Presence an abiding reality.

These thoughts suggest the great need of the Christian life. Jesus said, 'If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and follow me." Many a one follows Jesus without denying himself, And there is
nothing that more needs denying than our own wisdom, the energy of the fleshly mind, as it exertsitself
in the things of God.

Let uslearnthat in al our intercourse with God, in Hisword or prayer, in every act of worship, the first
step ought to be a solemn act of abnegation, in which we deny our power to understand God's word, or to
speak our words to Him, without the special Divine leading of the Holy Spirit. Christians need to deny
even more than their own righteousness, their own wisdom; this is often the most difficult part of the
denial of self. In all worship we need to realize the alone sufficiency and the absol ute indispensableness,
not only of the Blood, but as much of the Spirit of Jesus. Thisis the meaning of the call to be silent unto
God, and in quiet to wait on Him ; to hush the rush of thoughts and words in God's presence, and in deep
humility and stillness to wait, and listen, and hear what God will say. The Spirit of Truth never speaks
from Himself: what He hears, that He speaks. A lowly, listening, teachable spirit isthe mark of the
presence of the Spirit of Truth.

And then, when we do wait, let us remember that even then the Spirit of Truth does not at once or first
speak in thoughts that we can at once apprehend and express. These are but on the surface. To be true
they must be rooted deep. They must have hidden depth in themselves. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of
Truth because He is the Spirit of Life: the Lifeisthe Light. Not to thought or feeling does He speak in
the first place, but in the hidden man of the heart, in the spirit of a man which iswithin him, in hisinmost
parts. It isonly to faith that it is revealed what His teaching means, and what His guidance into the Truth.
Let our first work therefore today again be to believe ; that is, to recognise the Living God in the work
He undertakes to do. Let us believe in the Holy Spirit as the Divine Quickener and Sanctifier, who is
aready within us, and yield up all to Him. He will prove Himself the Divine Enlightener: the Lifeisthe
Light. Let the confession that we have no life or goodness of our own be accompanied by the confession
that we have no wisdom either; the deeper our sense of this, the more precious will the promise of the
Spirit's guidance become. And the deep assurance of having the Spirit of Truth within uswill work in us
the holy teacher's likeness, and the quiet hearkening to which the secrets of the Lord shall be reveaed.
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0 Lord God of Truth! in them that worship Thee, Thou seekest Truth in the inward parts. | do bless Thee
again that Thou hast given me too the Spirit of Truth, and that He now dwellsin me. | bow before Thee
in lowly fear to ask that | may know Him aright, and walk before Thee in the living consciousness that
the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of Christ, who isthe Truth, isindeed within me, the inmost self of my new
life. May every thought and word, every disposition and habit, be the proof that the Spirit of Christ, who
is the Truth, dwells and rules within me.

Especially do | ask Thee that He may witness to me of Christ Jesus. May the Truth of His atonement and
blood, asit works with living efficacy in the upper sanctuary, dwell inmeand | init. May His Life and
Glory no less be Truth in me, aliving experience of His Presence and Power. 0 my Father ! may the
Spirit of Thy Son, the Spirit of Truth, indeed be my life. May each word of Thy Son through Him be
made true in me.

| do thank Thee once again, 0 my Father, that He dwelleth within me. | bow my knees that Thou
wouldest grant that, according to the riches of Thy glory, He may work mightily in me and all Thy saints.
Oh, that al Thy people may know this their privilege and rejoice in it: the Holy Spirit within them to
reveal Chrigt, full of Grace and Truth, as Truth in them. Amen.
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Chapter 10

The Expediency of the Spirit’'s Coming

‘I tell you thetruth; it is expedient for you that | go away: for if | go not away, the Comforter will not
come; but if I go, | will send Him unto YOU.-JOHN 16: 7.

Asour Lord isleaving thisworld, He promises the disciples here that His departure will be their gain ;
the Comforter will take His place, and be to them far better than He ever had been or could be in His
bodily presence. This very specially in two aspects. His intercourse with them had never been unbroken,
but liable to interruption; now it would even be broken off by death, and they would see Him no more.
The Spirit would abide with them for ever. His own intercourse had been very much external, and, in
conseguence of this, had not resulted in what might have been expected. The Spirit would be in them,
His coming would be as an Indwelling Presence, in the power of which they should have Jesustoo in
them as their Life and their Strength.

During the life of our Lord on earth, each of His disciples was dealt with by Him in accordance with his
peculiar character, and the special circumstances in which he might be placed. The intercourse was an
intensely personal one: in every thing He proved that He knew His sheep by name. For each there was a
thoughtful ness and a wisdom that met just what was required. Would the Spirit supply this need too, and
give back that tenderness of personal interest and that special individual dealing which had made the
guidance of Jesus so precious ? We cannot doubt it. All that Christ had been to them, the Spirit was to
restore in greater power, and in a blessedness that should know no break. They were to be far happier and
safer and stronger with Jesus in heaven, than they ever could have been with Him on earth. This, the
chief beauty and blessedness of their discipleship of such a Master, that He was so wise and patient to
giveto each one just what he needed and to make each one feel that he had in Him his best friend, could
never be left out. The indwelling of the Spirit was meant to restore Christ's most personal intercourse and
guidance, His direct personal friendship.

It isto many a matter of great difficulty to conceive of thisor to believe it; much less do they experience
it. The thought of Christ walking with men on earth, living and guiding them, is so clear; the thought of a
Spirit hiding Himself within us, and speaking, not in distinct thoughts, but only in the secret depths of the
life, makes His guidance so much more difficult.

And yet just what constitutes the greater difficulty of the new, the spiritual intercourse and guidance, is
what givesit its greater worth and blessedness. It isthe same principle we seein daily life: difficulty calls
out the powers, strengthens the will, devel ops character, and makes the man. In a child'sfirst lessons he
has to be helped and encouraged ; as he goes on to what is more difficult, the teacher leaves him to his
own resources. A youth leaves his parents roof to have the principles that have been instilled tested and
strengthened. In each caseit is expedient that the outward presence and help be withdrawn, and the soul
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be thrown upon itself to apply and assimilate the lessons it had been taught. God wants to educate us,
indeed, to a perfect manhood, not ruled by an outward law, but by the inner life. Aslong as Jesus was
with the disciples on earth, He had to work from without inward, and yet could never effectually reach or
master the inmost parts. When He went away He sent the Spirit to be in them, that now their growth
might be from within outward. Taking possession first by His Spirit of the inmost secret recesses of their
being, He would have them, in the voluntary consent and surrender to His inspiration and guidance,
personally become what He Himself is, through His Spirit in them. So they would have the framing of
their life, the forming of their character, in their own hands, in the power of the Divine Spirit, who really
had become their spirit. So they would grow up to that true self-standingness, that true independence of
the outward, in which they should become like Himself, atrue, separate person, having life in himself,
and yet only living in the Father.

Aslong asthe Christian only asks what is easy and pleasant, he will never understand that it is expedient,
really better for us, that Christ should not be on earth. But as soon as the thoughts of difficulty and
sacrifice are set aside, in the honest desire to become a truly God-like man, bearing the full image of the
first-born Son, and in al things living well pleasing to the Father, the thought of Jesus' departure that His
Spirit may now become our very own, and we be exercised and disciplined in the life of faith, will be
welcomed with gladness and gratitude. If to follow the leading of the Spirit, and experience the personal
friendship and guidance of Jesusin it, be a much more difficult and dangerous path than it would have
been to follow Him on earth, we must remember the privilege we enjoy, the nobility we attain, the
intimacy of fellowship with God we enter into, - all these are infinitely greater. To have the Holy Spirit
of God coming through the human nature of our Lord, entering, into our spirits, identifying Himself with
us, and becoming our very own just as He was the Spirit of Christ Jesus on earth, surely thisisa
blessedness worth any sacrifice, for it is the beginning of the indwelling of God Himself.

But to seethat it is such a privilege and to desire it very earnestly does not remove the difficulty. And so
the question comes again: the intercourse of Jesus with His disciples on earth, so condescending in its
tenderness, so particular and minute in itsinterest, so consciously personal initslove, how can this be
ours in the same degree now that He is absent, and the Spirit isto be our guide ? The first answer here, is,
as through the whole Christian life, by faith. With Jesus on earth, the disciples, when once they had
believed, walked by sight, We walk by faith. In faith, we must accept and rejoice in the word of Jesus: 'It
is expedient for you that | go away." We must take time distinctly to believeit, to approve of it, to rejoice
that He is gone to the Father. We must learn to thank and praise Him that He has called us to thislife in
the Spirit. We must believe that in this gift of the Spirit the presence and intercourse of our Lord are fully
secured to us most certainly and effectually. It may indeed be in away we do not yet understand, because
we have so little believed and rgjoiced in the gift of the Holy Spirit. But faith must believe and praise for
what it does not yet understand; let us believe assuredly and joyfully that the Holy Spirit, and Jesus
Himself through Him, will teach us how the intercourse and guidance are to be enjoyed.

Will teach us. Beware of misunderstanding these words. We aways connect teaching with thoughts. We
want the Spirit to suggest to us certain conceptions of how Jesus will be with usand in us. And thisis not
what He does. The Spirit does not dwell in the mind, but in the life. Not in what we know, but in what we
are does the Spirit begin Hiswork. Do not let us seek or expect at once a clear apprehension, a new
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insight, into this or any Divine truth. Knowledge, thought, feeling, action, all thisis a part of that external
religion which the external presence of Jesus had also wrought in the disciples. The Spirit was now to
come, and, deeper down than all these, He was to be the Hidden Presence of Jesus within the depths of
their personality. The Divine Life was in a newness of power to become their life. And the teaching of
the Spirit would begin, not in word or thought, but in Power. In the Power of a Life working in them
secretly, but with Divine energy; in the Power of a Faith that rejoiced that Jesus was redlly near, was
really taking charge of the whole life and every circumstance of it; the Spirit would inspire them with the
faith of the Indwelling Jesus. Thiswould be the beginning and the blessedness of His teaching. They
would have the Life of Jesus within them, and they would by faith know that it was Jesus: their faith
would be at once cause and effect of the Presence of the Lord in the Spirit.

It is by such afaith--afaith which the Spirit breathes, which comes from His being and living in us--that
the Presence of Jesusisto be asrea and all-sufficient as when He was on earth. But why thenisit that
believers who have the Spirit do not experience it more consciously and fully! The answer is very
simple: they know and honour the Spirit who isin them so little. They have much faith in Jesus who
died, or who reignsin heaven, but little faith in Jesus who dwellsin them by His Spirit. It is this we need:
faith in Jesus as the fulfiller of the promise, 'He that believeth in me, rivers of living water shall flow out
of him." We must believe that the Holy Spirit iswithin us as the Presence of our Lord Jesus. And we must
not only believe this with the faith of the understanding as it seeks to persuade itself of the truth of what
Christ says. We must believe with the heart, a heart in which the Holy Spirit dwells. The whole gift of
the Spirit, the whole teaching of Jesus concerning the Spirit, isto enforce the word: 'The Kingdom of
God iswithin you.' If we would have the true faith of the heart, let us turn inward, and very gently and
humbly yield to the Holy Spirit to do Hiswork in us.

To receive thisteaching and this faith, which standeth in the Life and Power of the Spirit, let us above all
fear that which hinders Him most, -- will and the wisdom of man. We are still surrounded by alife of
self, of the flesh ; in the service of God, even in the effort to exercise faith, it is ever putting itself
forward, and putting forth its strength. Every thought, not only every evil thought, but every thought,
however good, in which our mind runs before the Spirit, must be brought into captivity. Let uslay our
own will and our own wisdom captive at the feet of Jesus, and wait in faith and holy stiliness of soul
there. The deep, consciousness will grow strong that the Spirit iswithin us, and that His Divine Lifeis
living and growing within us. As we thus honour Him, and give up to Him, as we bring our fleshly
activity into subjection and wait on Him, He will not put us to shame, but do His work within us. He will
strengthen our inner life; He will quicken our faith; He will reveal Jesus; and we shall, step by step, learn
that the Presence and Personal Intercourse and Guidance of Jesus are ours as clearly and sweetly, yea,
more truly and mightily, than if He were with us on earth.’

Blessed Lord Jesus! | do rejoice that Thou art no longer here on earth. | do bless Thee that in afellowship
more real, more near, more tender, more effectual than if Thou wert still here on earth, Thou dost
manifest Thyself to Thy disciples. | do bless Thee that Thy Holy Spirit dwells within me, and gives me to
know what that fellowship is, and what the realness of Thy holy indwelling.

Most Holy Lord! forgivethat | have not known Thy Spirit sooner and better, that | have not praised and
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loved Thee aright for this most wonderful gift of Thine and the Father's love. And do teach mein the
fulness of faith to believe in Thee, from whom, day by day, the fresh anointing flows and fills the life.

And hear me, Lord, when | cry to Thee on behalf of so many of Thy redeemed ones, who do not yet even
see what it isto give up and lose the mixed life after the flesh, to receivein its stead the life that isin the
power of the Spirit. With many of Thy saints, | do beseech Thee, oh, grant that the Church may be
wakened to know how the one mark of her election, the one secret of her enjoyment of Thy Presence, the
one power for fulfilling her calling, is that each believer be led to know that the Spirit dwelleth within
him, and that the abiding Presence of his Lord with him as Keeper, and Guide, and Friend isindeed his
sure portion. Grant it, Lord, for Thy name's sake. Amen.

Chapter 9 Table of Contents Chapter 11
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Chapter 11
The Spirit Glorifying Christ

It is expedient for you that | go away: for if | go not away, the Comforter will not come; but if | go, |
will send Him unto you. . . . He shall glorify me : for He shall take of mine, and declare it unto you.'-John
16: 7, 14,

THERE isatwofold glorifying of the Son of which Scripture speaks. The oneis by the Father, the other
by the Spirit: the one takes place in heaven, the other here on earth. By the one He is glorified 'in God
Himself;' by the other, 'in us (John 13: 32, 17:10). Of the former Jesus spake: 'If God be glorified in Him
(the Son of Man), God shall also glorify Him in Himself, and shall straightway glorify Him." And again,
in the high-priestly prayer, 'Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son.... And now, O Father, glorify me
with Thyself.' Of the latter He said: "The Spirit shall glorify me."' | am glorified in them.’

To glorify isto manifest the hidden excellence and worth of an object. Jesus, the Son of Man was to be
glorified when His human nature was admitted to the full participation of the power and glory in which
God dwells. He entered into the perfect spirit - life of the heavenly world, of the Divine Being. And all
the angels worshipped Him as the Lamb on the Throne. This heavenly, spiritual glory of Christ the
human mind cannot conceive or apprehend in truth. It can only be truly known by being experienced, by
being communicated and participated in the inner life. Thisisthe work of the Holy Spirit, as the Spirit of
the glorified Christ, He comes down as the Spirit of Glory, and reveals the glory of Christ in us by
dwelling and working in us, in the life and the power of that glory in which Christ dwelleth. He makes
Christ gloriousto usand in us. And so He glorifies Him in us, and through us in them who have eyesto
see. The Son seeks not His own glory: the Father glorifies Him in heaven, the Spirit glorifies Him in our
hearts.

But before this glorifying of Christ by the Spirit could take place, He must first needs go away from His
disciples. They could not have Him in the flesh and in the Spirit too; His bodily presence would hinder
the spiritual indwelling. They must part with the Christ they had ere they could receive the indwelling
Christ glorified by the Holy Spirit. Christ Himself had to give up the life He had ere He could be
glorified in heaven or in us. Even so, in union with Him, we must give up the Christ we have known, the
measure of the life we have had in Him, if we are indeed to have Him glorified to us and in us by the

Holy Spirit.

| am persuaded that just here is the point at which very many of God's dear children need the teaching' ‘It
Is expedient that | go away.' Like His disciples, they have believed in Jesus; they love and obey Him;
they have experienced much of the inexpressible blessedness of knowing and following Him. And yet
they feel that the deep rest and joy, the holy light and the Divine power of His abiding Indwelling, as
they see it in Holy Scripture, is not yet theirs. Now in secret, and then under the blessed influence of the
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fellowship of the saints, or the teaching of God's ministersin church or convention, they have been
helped and wonderfully blessed. Christ has become very precious. And yet they see something still
before them, promises not perfectly fulfilled, wants not fully satisfied. The only reason can be this: they
have not yet fully inherited the promise: "The Comforter shall abide with you, and He shall be in you. He
shall glorify me.' The 'expediency of Christ's going away, to come again glorified in the Spirit, they do
not fully understand. They have not yet been able to say, 'Even though we have known Christ after the
flesh, yet now know we Him so no more!

| Knowing Christ after the flesh:" it is this must come to an end, must make way for knowing Him in the
power of the Spirit. After the flesh : that means, in the power of the external, of words and thoughts, of
efforts and feelings, of influences and aids coming from without, from men and means. The believer who
has received the Holy Spirit, but does not know fully what this implies, and so does not give up entirely
to Hisindwelling and leading, still, to a great extent, has confidence in the flesh. Admitting that he can
do nothing without the Spirit, he still labours and struggles vainly to believe and live as he knows he
should. Confessing most heartily, and at times experiencing most blessedly, that Christ aloneishislife
and strength, it grieves and almost wearies him to think how often he fails in the maintenance of that
attitude of trustful dependence in which Christ can live out Hislife .in him. He triesto believe all thereis
to be believed of Christ's nearness and keeping and indwelling, and yet, somehow, there are still breaks
and interruptions ; it isasif faith is not what it should be--the substance of the things we had hoped for.
The reason must be that the faith itself was still too much the work of the mind, in the power of the flesh,
in the wisdom of man. There has indeed been a revelation of Christ the Faithful Keeper, the Abiding
Friend, but that revelation has been, in part, taken hold of by the flesh and the fleshly mind. This has
made it powerless. Christ, the Christ of glory, the doctrine of the Indwelling Christ, has been received
into the mixed life, partly flesh and partly spirit. It is only the Spirit can glorify Christ: we must give up
and cast away the old way of knowing and believing and having Christ. We must know Christ no more
after the flesh. 'The Spirit shall glorify me.'

But what does it mean that the Spirit glorifies Christ? What is this glory of Christ that He reveals, and
how does He do it ? What the glory of Christ iswe learn from Scripture. We read in Hebrews, 'We see
not yet all things made subject to man. But we see Jesus crowned with glory and honour.' To Him all
things have been made subject. So our Lord connects His being glorified, in both the passages we have
taken as our text, with all things being given to Him. 'He shall glorify me, for He shall take of mine. All
things, whatsoever the Father hath, are mine; therefore, said |, that He taketh of mine, and shall declare it
unto you." 'All things that are mine are Thine, and Thine are mine; and | am glorified in them." In exalting
Him above all rule and power and dominion, the Father hath put all things in subjection under His feet:
He gave unto Him the Name which is above every name, that in the Name of Jesus every knee should
bow. The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory are ever one: Unto Him that sitteth on the Throne, and
to the Lamb in the midst of the Throne, be the Glory and the Dominion for ever. It is as sitting on the
Throne of the Divine Glory, with all things put in subjection under His feet (Eph. 1:20-22), that Jesus has
been glorified in heaven.'

When the Holy Spirit glorifies Jesusin us, He reveals Him to usin this His glory. He takes of the things
of Christ and declares them to us. That is not, He gives us athought, or image, or vision of that glory, as
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it is above usin heaven; but He shows it to us as a personal experience and possession - He makes usin
our inmost life partake of it. He shows Christ as present in us. All the true, living knowledge we have of
Christ is through the Spirit of God. When Christ comes into us as a feeble infant; when He grows and
increases and is formed within us; when we learn to trust and follow and serve Him --thisis al of the
Holy Spirit. All this, however, may consist, even asin the disciples, with much darkness and failure. But
when the Holy Spirit does His perfect work, and reveals the Glorified Lord, the Throne of His Glory is
set up in the heart, and He rules over every enemy. Every power is brought into subjection, every thought
into captivity to the obedience of Christ. Through the whole of the renewed nature ,there rises the song,
'Glory to Him that sitteth on the Throne! Though the confession holds true to the end, 'In me, that is, in
my flesh, dwelleth no good thing,' the Holy Presence of Christ as Ruler and Governor so fills the heart
and life that His Dominion ruleth over all. Sin has no dominion: the law of the Spirit of the Life in Christ
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and desath.

If this be the glorifying of Christ which the Spirit brings, it is easy to see what the way is that leads to it.
The Enthronement of Jesus in His glory can only take place in the heart that has promised implicit and
unreserved obedience, that has had the courage to believe that He will take His power and reign, and in
that faith expects that every enemy will be kept under His feet. It feelsthat it needs, it iswilling to have,
it claims and, accepts, Christ as Lord of All, with everything in the life, great or small, taken possession
of and guided by Him, through His Holy Spirit. It isin the loving, obedient disciple the Spirit is promised
to dwell ; in him the Spirit glorifies Christ.

This only can take place when the fulness of time has come to the believing soul. The history of the
Church, asawhole, repeatsitself in each individual. Until the time appointed of the Father, who hath the
times and seasons in His own hands, the heir is under guardians and stewards, and differeth nothing from
a bond-servant. When the fulness of timeis come, and faith is perfected, the Spirit of the Glorified One
enters in power, and Christ dwellsin the heart. Y ea, the history of Christ Himself repeats itself in the
soul. In the temple there were two holy places-the one before the veil, the other within the veil, the Most
Holy. In His earthly life Christ dwelt and ministered in the Holy Place without the veil: the veil of the
flesh kept Him out of the Most Holy. It was only when the veil of the flesh was rent, and he died to sin
completely and for ever, that He could enter the Inner Sanctuary of the full glory of the Spirit-lifein
heaven. And just so the believer who longs to have Jesus glorified within the Spirit, must, however
blessed hislife has been in the knowledge and service of his Lord, learn that there is something better. In
him, too, the veil of the flesh must be rent; he must enter this special part of Christ's work through the
new and living way into the Holiest of All. ' He hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin." Asthe
soul sees how completely Jesus has triumphed over the flesh, and entered with His flesh into the Spirit-
Life, how perfect in virtue of that triumph is Power over al in our flesh that could hinder, perfect in the
power of the Spirit the Entrance ,the Indwelling of Jesus as Keeper and King be, the vell is taken away,
and the life hitherto the holy place is now one in the Most Holy, in the full Presence of the Glory.'

Thisrending of the veil, this Enthronement of Jesus as the Glorified One in the heart, is not always with
the sound of trumpet and shouting. It may be thus at times, and with some, but in other cases it takes
place amid the deep awe and trembling of a stillness where not a sound is heard. Zion's King comes,
meek and lowly,with the Kingdom to the poor in spirit. Without form or comeliness He entersin, and,
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when thought and feeling fail, the Holy Spirit glorifies Him to the faith that sees not but believes. The
eye of flesh saw Him not on the Throne; to the world it was a mystery; and so, just when all within
appears feeble and empty, the Spirit secretly works the Divine assurance, and then the blessed
experience, that Christ the Glorified has taken up His abode within. The soul knows, in silent worship
and adoration, that Jesus is Master, that His Throne in the heart is established in righteousness; that the
promiseis now fulfilled, The Spirit shall glorify me.’

Blessed Lord Jesus! | worship Thee in the glory which the Father hath given Thee. And | bless Thee for
the promise that that glory shall be revealed in the hearts of Thy disciples, to dwell in them and fill them.
Thisis Thy glory, that all that the Father hath is now Thine: of this Thy glory initsinfinite fulness and
power Thou hast said the Holy Spirit shall take to show it unto us. Heaven and earth are full of Thy
glory: the hearts and lives of Thy beloved may be filled with it too. Lord, let it be so !

Blessed be Thy holy name for all in whom the rich beginning of the fulfilment hath already come! Lord,
let it go on from glory to glory. To this end teach us, we pray Thee, to maintain our separation to Thee
unbroken: heart and life shall be Thine alone. To this end teach us to hold fast our confidence without
wavering, that the Spirit who iswithin us will perfect Hiswork. Above all, teach usto yield ourselvesin
ever increasing dependence and emptiness to wait for the Spirit's teaching and leading. We do desire to
have no confidence in the flesh, its wisdom, or its righteousness. We would bow ever lower and deeper
before Thee in the holy fear and reverence of the faith that Thy Spirit, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Thy
glory, iswithin usto do His Divine work. Blessed Lord! let Him risein great power, and have dominion
within us, that our heart may by Him be fully made the Temple and the Kingdom in which Thou alone
art glorified, in which Thy glory filleth all. Amen.

Chapter 10 Table of Contents Chapter 12
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Chapter 12

The Spirit Convincing of Sin.

If I go, | will send the Comforter unto you ; and He, when He is come, will convince the world in respect
of sin. John 16: 7-8

The close connection between the two statements in these words of our Lord is not always noticed.
Before the Holy Spirit was to convince the world of sin, He wasfirst to come into the disciples. He was
to make His home, to take His stand in them,, and then from out of them and through them to do His
conviction work on the world. He shall bear witness of me, and ye shall also bear witness.' The disciples
were to realize that the great work of the Holy Spirit, striving with man, convincing the world of sin,
could only be done as He had a firm footing on earth in them. They were to be baptized with the Holy
Ghost and with fire, to receive the Power from on high, with the one purpose of being the instruments
through whom the Holy Spirit could reach the world. The mighty, sin convicting power of the Spirit to
dwell in them and work through them: it was for this our blessed Lord sought to prepare them and us by
these words. The lessons they teach are very solemn.

1. The Holy Spirit comes to us, that through us He may reach others. The Spirit is the Spirit of the Holy
One, of the redeeming God: when He enters us, He does not change His nature or lose His Divine
character. Heis still the Spirit of God striving with man, and seeking his deliverance. Wherever He is not
hindered by ignorance or selfishness, He looks out from the heart as His temple for the work He has to
do on the world around, and makes it willing and bold to do that work; to testify against sin, and for
Jesus the Saviour from sin, He does this very specially as being the Spirit of the crucified and exalted
Christ. For what purpose was it that He received the Spirit without measure ? 'The Spirit of theLord is
upon me, because He anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor. He hath sent me to proclaim
release to the captives! It was this same Spirit--after Christ through Him had offered Himself unto God,
and through Him as the Spirit of Holiness had been raised from the dead-whom He sent down on His
Church, that now the Spirit might have a home in them, as He had had it in Himself. And no otherwise
and no less than in Himself would the Divine Spirit in them pursue His Divine work, and as a Light
shining in, and revealing, and condemning, and conquering the darkness, as' the Spirit of burning and the
Spirit of judgment,’ be to the world the power of a Divine conviction and conversion. Not from heaven
direct so much, as the Spirit of God, but as the Holy Spirit dwelling in the Church, would He convince
the world. 'l will send Him to you, and when He is come, He will convince the world." It isin and
through us that the Spirit can reach the world.

2. The Spirit can only reach others through us by first bringing ourselves into perfect sympathy with
Himself. He enters into us to become so one with us that He becomes as a disposition and a life within
us, and Hiswork in us, and through us in others, becomes identical with our work.
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The application of this truth to the conviction of sinin the world is one of great solemnity. The words of
our Lord are frequently applied to believersin reference to the continued conviction of sin which He will
ever have to work within them. In this sense they are, indeed, most true. This first work of the Spirit
remains to the end the undertone of all His Comforting and Sanctifying work. It isonly as He keeps alive
the tender sense of the danger and shame of again sinning, that the soul will be kept in its low place
before God,-hiding in Jesus as alone its safety and its strength. As the Holy Ghost reveals and
communicates the Holy Life of Christ within, the sure result will be a deeper sense of the sinfulness of
sin. But the words mean more. If the Spirit through us, through our testimony, whether by word or walk,
Isto convince the world, He must first convince us, of its sin. He must give us personally such a sight
and sense of the guilt of its unbelief and rejection of our Saviour, such a sight and sense of each of its
sins, as being at once the cause, the proof, the fruit of that rejection, that we shall in some measure think
and feel in regard to the sin as He does. There will be then that inner fitnessin us for the Spirit to work
through us, that inner unity between our witness and His witness against sin and for God, which will
reach the conscience and carry conviction with a power that is from above.

Alaslhow easy it isin the power of the flesh to judge others, in the spirit which sees not the beam in our
own eye, or which, if we are indeed free from what we condemn, yet does it with a secret, 'Stand by, | am
holier than thou.' We either testify and ‘'work in awrong spirit and in our own strength, or have not the
courage to work at al. It is because we see the sin and the sinfulness of others, but not in a conviction
that comes from the Holy Spirit. When He convinces us of the sin of the world, His work bears two
marks. The oneisthe sacrifice of self, in the jealousy for God and His honour, combined with the deep
and tender grief for the guilty. The other is adeep, strong faith in the possibility and power of
deliverance. We see each siniin itsterrible relation to the whole; we see the whole in the double light of
the cross. We see sin unspeakably hateful in its awful guilt against God and its fearful power over the
poor soul: we see sin condemned, atoned, put away, and conquered in Jesus. We learn to look on the
world as God looks upon it in His holiness. hating its sin with such an infinite hatred, and loving it with
such alove, that He gives His Son, and the Son gives His life, to destroy it and set its captives free.

May God give His people atrue and deep conviction of the sin of the world in its rejection of Christ,
even in the midst of its profession of believing in Him and serving Him, as the fitting preparation for the
Spirit's using them in convincing the world of sin.

3. To obtain this conviction of sin, the believer needs not only to pray for it, but to have hiswhole life
under the leading of the Holy Spirit. We cannot too earnestly insist upon it, that the many different gifts
of the Spirit all depend upon His personal indwelling and supremacy in the inner life, and the revelation
in us of the Christ that gave His life to have sin destroyed. When our Lord spake that word of
inexhaustible meaning, ' He shall bein you,' he opened up the secret of all the Spirit's teaching, and
sanctifying, and strengthening. The Spirit isthe Life of God; He enters in, and becomes our Life; itisas
He can sway and inspire the life that He will be able to work in usall He wills. It is desirable and useful
to direct the attention of the believer to the different operations of the Spirit, that he may neglect or lose
nothing through ignorance. But it is still more needful, with each new insight into what the Spirit can
work, to get firmer hold of thetruth : Let the life be in the Spirit, and the special blessing will not be
withheld. Would you have this deep spiritual conviction of the sin of the world such an affecting sense of
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its terrible reality and power, its exceeding sinfulness, as will fit you for being the man through whom the
Spirit can convince sinners, just yield your whole life and being to the Holy Spirit. Let the thought of this
wondrous mystery of the nearness, the Indwelling, of the Holy God in you quiet your mind and heart into
lowly fear and worship. Surrender the great enemy that opposes Him--the flesh, the self-life--day by day
to Him to mortify and keep dead. Be content to aim at nothing less than being filled with the Spirit of the
Man whose glory it isthat He gave Himself to death to take away sin, with the whole being and doing
under His control and inspiration. Asyour life in the Spirit becomes healthy and strong, as your spiritual
constitution gets invigorated, your eye will see more clearly, your heart feel more keenly, what the sin
around you is. Your thoughts and feelings will be those of the Holy Spirit breathing in you; your deep
horror of sin, your deep faith in the redemption from it, your deep love to the soulswho arein it, your
willingness like your Lord to die if men can be freed from sin, will make you the fit instrument for the
Spirit to convince the world of itssin.

4. Thereis one more lesson. We are seeking in this little book to find the way by which we all can be
filled with the Spirit. Here is one condition: He must dwell in us as the world's Convincer of sin, | will
send Him unto you, and He will convince the world." Offer yourself to Him to consider, and feel, and
bear the sins of those around you. Let the sins of the world be your concern, as much as your own sin. Do
they not dishonour God as much as yours ? Are they not equally provided for in the great redemption ?
And does not the Spirit dwelling in you long to convince them too ? Just as the Holy Spirit dwelt in the
body and nature of Jesus, and was the source of what He felt, and said, and did, and just as God through
Him worked out the will of His holy love; so the Spirit now dwellsin believers: they are His abode. The
one purpose for which there has been a Christ in the world, for which there is now aHoly Spirit, was that
sin may be conquered and made an end of. Thisisthe great object for which the baptism of the Spirit and
of fire was given, that in and through believers He might convince of sin, and deliver from it. Put
yourself into contact with the world's sin. Meet it in the love and faith of Jesus Christ, as the servant and
hel per of the needy and the wretched. Give yourself to prove the reality of your faith in Christ by your
likeness to Him: so will the Spirit convince the world of its unbelief. Seek the full experience of the
indwelling Spirit, not for your own selfish enjoyment, but for this one end, that He can do the Father's
work through you as He did through Christ. Live, in unity of love with other believers, to work and pray,
that men may be saved out of sin: ‘then will the world believe that God hath sent Him." It isthe life of
believersin self-sacrificing love that will prove to the world that Christ isareality, and so convince it of
its sin of unbelief,

The comfort and success with which aman lives and carries on his business depends much upon his
having a suitable building for it. When the Holy Spirit, in abeliever, finds the whole heart free and given
up to Him as His home, to fill it with God's thoughts of sin and God's power of redemption, He can
through such a one do Hiswork. Be assured that there is no surer way to receive a full measure of the
Spirit than to be wholly yielded to Him, to let the very mind of Christ in regard to sin work in us. 'He
took away sin by the sacrifice of Himself,' through the Eternal Spirit. What the Spirit wasin Him, He
seeks to bein us. What was true of Him, must in its measure be true of us.

Christians ! would you be filled with the Holy Spirit, seek to have a clear impression of this: the Holy
Spirit isin you to convince the world of sin. If you sympathize thoroughly with Him in this, if He sees
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that He can use you for this, if you make His work in this matter your work too, you may be sure He will
dwell in you richly, and work in you mightily. The one object for which Christ came was to put away sin;
the one work for which the Holy Ghost comes to men isto persuade them to give up sin. The one object
for which the believer livesisto join in the battle against sin ; to seek the will and the honour of his God.
Do let us be at one with Christ and His Spirit in their testimony against sin. An exhibition of the life and
Spirit of Christ will have its effect : the holiness, and the joy, and the love, and the obedience to Christ
will convince the world of its sin of unbelief. The Presence of Christ in us through the Spirit will carry its
own conviction. And just as Christ's death, as His sacrifice for sin, was the entrance to His glory in the
power of the Spirit, so our experience of the Spirit'sindwelling will become the fuller just as our whole
life is more given up to Him for His holy work of convincing the world of sin.

Blessed Lord Jesus! it is by the Presence and Power of the Holy Spirit in Thy people that the world isto
be convinced of itssinin rglecting Thee, and that sinners are to be brought out of the world to accept of
Thee. It isin men and women full of the Holy Ghost, testifying in the power of a holy joy to what Thou
hast done for them, that the proof isto be given that Thou art indeed at the right hand of God. Itisina
body of living withesses to what Thou hast done for them, that the world isto find theirresistible
conviction of itsfolly and guilt.

Alas! Lord, how little the world has seen of this. We do call upon Thee, in deep humiliation, Lord Jesus,
make haste and rouse Thy Church to the knowledge of its calling. Oh that every believer in his personal
life, and all Thy believing people in their fellowship, might prove to the world what reality, what
blessedness, what power thereisin the faith of Thee! May the world believe that the Father hath sent
Thee, and has loved them as He loveth Thee.

Lord Jesus, lay the burden of the sin of the world so heavy on the hearts of Thy people, that it may
become impossible for them to live for anything but this; to be the members of Thy body, in whom Thy
Spirit dwells, and to prove Thy presence to the world. Take away everything that hinders Thee from
manifesting Thy presence and saving power in us. Lord Jesus, Thy Spirit is come to usto convince the
world: let Him come and work in ever-growing power. Amen.

Chapter 11 Table of Contents Chapter 13
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Chapter 13

Waiting for the Spirit.
He charged them to wait for the promise of the Father, which said he, ye heard from me.'-ACTS 1. 4.

In the life of the Old Testament saints ,waiting was one of the loved words in which they expressed the
posture of their souls towards God. They waited for God, and waited upon God. Sometimeswe find it in
Holy Scripture as the language of an experience: 'Truly my soul waiteth upon God." 'l wait for the Lord,
my soul doth wait.' At othersitisapleain prayer: 'Lead me, on Thee do | wait all the day.' ' Be gracious
unto us; we have waited for Thee,' Frequently it is an injunction, encouraging to perseverance in awork
that is not without its difficulty: 'Wait on the Lord; wait, | say, on the Lord.' 'Rest in the Lord, and wait
patiently for Him." And then again there is the testimony to the blessedness of the exercise: 'Blessed are
they that wait upon Him."' They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.'

All this blessed teaching and experience of the saints who have gone before, our Lord gathers up and
connects specialy, in His use of the word, with the promise of the Father, the Holy Spirit. What had been
so deeply woven into the very substance of the religious life and language of God's people was now to
receive a new and a higher application. Asthey had waited for the manifestation of God, either in the
light of His countenance on their own souls, or in special interposition for their deliverance, or in His
coming to fulfil His promises to His people; so we too have to wait. But now that the Father has been
revealed in the Son, and that the Son has perfected the great redemption, now the waiting is specially to
be occupied with the fulfilment of the great Promise in which the love of the Father and the grace of the
Son are revealed and made ours the Gift, the Indwelling, the Fulness of the Holy Spirit. We wait on the
Father and the Son for ever-increasing inflowings and workings of the Blessed Spirit; we wait for the
Blessed Spirit, His moving, and leading, and mighty strengthening, to reveal the Father and the Son
within, and to work in us al the holiness and service to which the Father and the Son are calling us.

'He charged them to wait for the promise of the Father, which ye have heard of me.' It may be asked
whether these words have not exclusive reference to the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost,
and whether, now that the Spirit has been given to the Church, the charge still holds good. It may be
objected that, for the believer who has the Holy Spirit within him, waiting for the promise of the Father is
hardly consistent with the faith and joy of the consciousness that the Spirit has been recelved and is
dwelling within.

The question and the objection open the way to alesson of the deepest importance. The Holy Spirit is not
given to us as a possession of which we have the charge and mastery, and which we can use at our
discretion. No. The Holy Spirit is given -to us to be our Master, and to have charge of us. It isnot we
who are to use Him; He must use us. He is indeed ours; but ours as God, and our position towards Him is
that of deep and entire dependence on One who giveth to every one ‘even as He will.' The Father has
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indeed given us the Spirit; but Heis still, and only works as the Spirit of the Father. Our asking for His
working, that the Father would grant unto us to be strengthened with might by His Spirit, and our waiting
for this, must be asreal and definite asif we had to ask for Him for the first time. When God gives His
Spirit, He gives Hisinmost Self. He gives with a Divine giving, that is, in the power of the eternad life,
continuous, uninterrupted, and never-ceasing. When Jesus gave to those who believe in Him the promise
of an ever-springing fountain of ever-flowing streams, He spake not of a single act of faith that was once
for all to make them the independent possessors of the blessing, but of alife of faith that, in neverceasing
receptivity, would always and only possess His giftsin living union with Himself. And so this precious
word wait,-"He charged them to wait,-with all its blessed meaning from the experience of the past, is
woven into the very web of the new Spirit dispensation. And all that the disciples did and felt during
those ten days of waiting, and all that they got asits blessed fruit and reward, becomes to us the path and
the pledge of the life of the Spirit in which we can live. The fulness of the Spirit, for such isthe Father's
Promise, and our waiting, are inseparably and for ever linked together.

And have we not here now an answer to the question why so many believers know so little of the joy and
the power of the Holy Spirit ? They never knew to wait for it; they never listened ,carefully to the
Master's parting words. 'He charged them to wait for the Promise of the Father, which ye have heard of
me'. The Promise they have heard. For its fulfilment they have longed. In earnest prayer they have
pleaded for it. They have gone burdened and mourning under the felt want. They havetried to believe,
and tried to lay hold, and tried to be filled with the Spirit. But they have never known what it was with it
al to wait. They have never here said,or even truly heard, 'Blessed are all they that wait for Him."' They
that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength.’

But what is this waiting? And how are we to wait ? | look to God by His Holy Spirit to teach me to state
in the ssimplest way possible what may help some child of Histo obey this charge. And let me then first
say that, as a believer, what you are to wait for is the fuller manifestation of the Power of the Spirit
within you. On the resurrection morn Jesus had breathed on His disciples, and said, Receive the Holy
Ghost : they had yet to wait for the full baptism of fire and of power. As God's child you have the Holy
Ghost. Study the passages in the Epistles addressed to believers full of failingsand sins (1 Cor. 3: 1 -3,
16,6:19,20; Gal. 3: 2, 3, 4: 6). Beginin simple faith in God's word to cultivate the quiet assurance:
The Holy Spirit is dwelling within me. If you are not faithful in the less, you cannot expect the greater.
Acknowledge in faith and thanks that the Holy Spirit isin you. Each time you enter your closet to speak
to God, sit first still to remember and believe that the Spirit is within you as the Spirit of prayer who cries
Father! within you. Appear before God and confess to Him distinctly, until you become fully conscious
of it yoursdlf, that you are atemple of the Holy Ghost.

Now you are in the right posture for taking the second step, that is, asking God very simply and quietly,
there and then, to grant you the workings of His Holy Spirit. The Spiritisin God and isin you. Y ou ask
the Father who isin heaven that His Almighty Spirit may come forth from Him in greater life and power,
and as the indwelling Spirit may work more mightily in you. Asyou ask this on the ground of the
promises, or of some specia promise you lay before Him, you believe that He hears and that He doesiit.
Y ou have not to look at once whether you feel anything in your heart; all may be dark and cold there;
you are to believe, that is, to rest in what God is going to do, yea, is doing, though you fedl it not.
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And then comes the waiting. Wait on the Lord; wait for the Spirit. In great quietness set your soul still,
silent unto God, and give the Holy Spirit time to quicken and deepen in you the assurance that God will
grant Him to work mightily. We are a'holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifice.' The slaying of the
sacrifice was an essential part of the service. In each sacrifice you bring there must be the slaying, the
surrender and sacrifice of self and its power to the death, Asyou wait before God in holy silence, He sees
in it the confession that you have nothing,-no wisdom to pray aright, no strength to work aright, Waiting
is the expression of need, of emptiness. All along through the Christian life these go together , the sense
of poverty and weakness, and the joy of all sufficient riches and strength. It isin waiting before God that
the soul sinks down into its own nothingness, and islifted up into the Divine assurance that God has
accepted its sacrifice and will fulfil its desires.

When thus the soul, has waited upon God, it has to go forward to the daily walk or the special duty that
walitsit, in the faith that He will watch over the fulfilment of His Promise and His child's expectation. If
it isto prayer you give yourself, after thus waiting for the Spirit, or to the reading of the word, do it in the
trust that the Holy Spirit within guides your prayer and your thoughts. If your experience appears to
provethat it is not so, be sure thisis ssmply to lead you onwards to a simpler faith and a more entire
surrender. Y ou have become so accustomed to the worship in the power of the understanding and the
carnal mind, that truly spiritual worship does not come at once. But wait on: 'He charged them to wait.'
Keep up the waiting disposition in daily life and duty. ‘On Thee do | wait all the day:' it isto the Three
One God | thus speak; the Holy Spirit brings nigh and unites to Him. Renew each day and, asyou are
able to do it, also extend, your exercise of waiting upon God. The multitude of words and the fervency of
feelings in prayer have often been more hindrance than help. God's work in you must become deeper,
more spiritual, more directly wrought of God Himself. Wait for the promisein all its fulness. Count not
the time lost you thus give to this blessed expression of ignorance and emptiness, of faith and
expectation, of full and real surrender to the dominion of the Spirit. Pentecost is meant to be for all times
the proof of what the exalted Jesus does for His Church from His Throne. The ten days waiting is meant
to be for al time the posture before the Throne, which secures in continuity the Pentecostal blessing,
Brother ! the Promise of the Father is sure.lt is from whom you have it. The Spirit is Himself already
working in you. His full indwelling and guidance is your child's-portion. Oh, keep the charge of your
Lord! Wait on God: wait for the Spirit. ‘Wait, | say, on the Lord." 'Blessed are all they that wait for Him.'

Blessed Father ! from Thy Beloved Son we have heard Thy Promise. In a streaming forth that is Divine
and neverceasing, the river of the water of life flows from under the Throne of God and the Lamb; Thy
Spirit flows down to quicken our thirsty souls. 'For we have not heard, neither hath the eye seen, 0 God,
beside Thee, what He hath prepared for him that waiteth for Him.'

And we have beard His charge to wait for the Promise. We thank Thee for what has aready been
fulfilled to us of it. But our souls long for the full possession, the fulness of the blessing of Christ.
Blessed Father! teach us to wait on Thee, daily watching at the posts of Thy doors.

Teach us each day, as we draw near to Thee, to wait for Him. In the sacrifice of our own wisdom and our
will, in holy fear of the workings of our own nature, may we learn to lie in the dust before Thee, that Thy
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Spirit may work with power. Oh, teach usthat asthe life of self islaid low before Thee day by day, the
Holy Life, that flows from under the Throne, will rise in power, and our worship bein Spirit and in
Truth. Amen.

Chegter 12/  TdbleofComents | ~~~~~ Cheen

http://www.worldinvisible.com/library/murray/7764/776413.htm (4 of 4) [28/07/2004 12:30:36 a.m.]



Andrew Murray: The Spirit of Christ. Chapter 14

Chapter 14

The Spirit of Power

Y e shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. Y e shall receive power when the Holy
Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be my witnesses.'--Acts 1. 5, 8.

‘Tarry yein the city, till ye be clothed with power from on high.-LUKE 24: 49.

The disciples had heard from John of the Baptism of the Spirit. Jesus had spoken to them of the Father's
giving of the Spirit to those that ask Him, and of the Spirit of their Father speaking in them. And on the
last night he had spoken of the Spirit dwelling in them, witnessing with them, having come to them to
convince the world. All these thoughts of what this coming of the Holy Spirit would be were thus
connected in their mind with the work they would have to do and the power for it. When our Lord
gathered up all His teaching in the promise, 'Y e shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon
you, and shall be my witnesses," it must have been to them the simple summing up of what they looked
for: anew Divine power for the new Divine work of being the witnesses of a Crucified and Risen Jesus.

Thiswas in perfect harmony with all they had seen in Holy Scripture of the Spirit's work. In the days
before the flood He had been striving with men. In the ministry of Moses He fitted him, and the seventy
who received of his Spirit, for the work of ruling and guiding Israel, and gave wisdom to those who built
God's house. In the days of the Judges He gave the power to fight and conquer the enemies. In the times
of Kings and Prophets He gave boldness to testify against sin, and power to proclaim a coming
redemption. Every mention of the Spirit in the Old Testament is connected with the honour and Kingdom
of God, and the fitting for serviceinit. In the great prophecy of the Messiah, with which the Son of God
opened His ministry at Nazareth, His being anointed with the Spirit had the one object of bringing
deliverance to the captives and gladness to the mourners. To the mind of the disciples, as students of the
Old Testament and followers of Christ Jesus, the promise of the Spirit could have but one meaning--
fitness for the great work they had to do for their Lord when He ascended the Throne. All that the Spirit
would be to them personally in Hiswork of comforting and teaching, sanctifying the soul and glorifying
Jesus, were but as a means to an end--their induement with power for the service of their departed Lord.

Would God that the Church of Christ understood thisin our days! All prayer for the guiding and
gladdening influence of the Holy Spirit in the children of God ought to have thisasits aim: fitnessto
witness for Christ and do effective service in conquering the world for Him. Waste of power is aways
cause of regret to those who witness it. The economy of power is one of the great moving springsin all
organization and industry. The Spirit isthe great power of God; the Holy Spirit the great power of God's
Redemption, as it comes down from the Throne of Him to whom all power has been given. And can we
imagine that God would waste this power on those who seek it only for their own sake, with the desire of
being beautifully holy, or wise, or good? Truly no. The Holy Spirit is the power from on high for
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carrying on the work for which Jesus sacrificed His Throne and His Life. The essential condition for
receiving that power isthat, we be found ready and fit for doing the work the Spirit has cometo
accomplish.

'My Witnesses:' these two words do indeed contain, in Divine and inexhaustible wealth of meaning, the
most perfect description of the Spirit's Work and our work; the work for which nothing less than His
Divine power is needed, the work for which our weaknessisjust fitted. There is nothing so effective as
an honest witness. The learned eloguence of an advocate must give way to it. There is nothing so simple:
just telling what we have seen and heard, or, perhaps in silence, witnessing to what has been donein us.
It was the great work of Jesus Himself: "'To thisend have | been born, and to thisend am | come into the
world, that | should bear witness unto the Truth.' And yet, ssmple and easy asit appears, to make us
witnesses of Jesusiswhat the Almighty power of the Spirit is needed for, and what He was sent to work.
If we are, in the power of the eternal life, the power of the world to come, in heavenly power, to witness
of Jesus as He reigns in heaven, we need nothing less than the Divine power of the heavenly lifeto
animate the testimony of our lips and life.

The Holy Spirit makes us witnesses because He Himself is awitness. 'He shall witness of me,’ Jesus said.
When Peter, on the day of Pentecost, preached that Christ, when He had ascended into heaven, had
received from 'the Father the Holy Ghost, and had poured Him forth, he spake of what he knew: the Holy
Ghost witnessed to him, and in him, of the glory of his exalted Lord. It was this witness of the Spirit to
the reality of Christ's power and presence that made him so bold and strong to speak before the council:
'‘God did exalt Him to be a Prince and a Saviour; and we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy
Ghost.' It isasthe Holy Spirit becomesto us, in a Divine life and power, the witness to what Jesus is at
the present moment in His glory, that our witness will bein His power. We may know all that the
Gospels record and all that Scripture further teaches of the person and work of Jesus; we may even speak
from past experience of what we once knew of the power of Jesus : thisis not the witness of power that is
promised here, and that will have effect in the world. It is the Presence of the Spirit at the present
moment, witnessing to the Presence of the personal Jesus, that gives our witness that breath of life from
heaven that makes it mighty through God to the casting down of strongholds. Y ou can truly witnessto
just as much of Jesus as the Holy Spirit is withessing to you in life and truth.

The baptism of power, the induement of power, is sometimes spoken of and sought after as a special gift.
If Paul asked very distinctly for the Ephesians who had been sealed with the Holy Spirit, that the Father
would still give them 'the Spirit of wisdom' (Eph. 1:17), we cannot be far wrong in praying as definitely
for 'the Spirit of power.' He who searches the hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, and will give
not according to the correctness of our words, but the Spiritbreathed desire of our hearts. Or let us take
that other prayer of Paul (Eph.3:16), and plead that ' He would grant us to be mightily strengthened by
His Spirit." However we formulate our prayer, one thing is certain: it isin unceasing prayer, itisin
bowing our knees, it 