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The Parables Of Jesus
Introduction To The Parables (Mt 13:1-3,10-17)

INTRODUCTION

1. During His earthly ministry, as Jesus went about preaching and teaching, He frequently used
parables - cf. Mt 13:1-3, 13:34-35
a. It has been estimated that at least one-third of Jesus’ recorded teaching is found in the parables
(Wiersbe, “Windows On The Parables’, p. 15)
b. Certainly many of the most often remembered sayings of Jesus are His parables

2. ltistherefore proper for disciplestoday to ask such questions as:
a Whaisa“paable”?
b. Why did Jesus teach in parables?
c. What are they about?
d. How should we interpret them?

3. With thislesson, we begin astudy on “ The Parables Of Jesus” ...
a. Thisfirg lesson will serve as an introduction to the parables in generd
b. Succeeding lessonswill examine the parablesin particular
[Let’sbeginthis® Introduction To The Parables’ by noticing...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF “PARABLE”

A. THE WORD “PARABLE"...

1. Isatranditeration of the Greek word “ parabole” (para-bow-LAY)

2. Means“to place besde, to cast alongside”

3. Asddiined by Vine's Expository Dictionary of N.T. Words, it “ signifies a placing of one
thing besde another with a view to comparison”

4. Wiershe' sdescription of aparable...
a. As"adory that placesonething beside another for the purpose of teaching”
b. “It putsthe known next to the unknown so that we may learn”

5. A parable can usudly beidentified by the use of theword “like’ - cf. Mt 13:31,33

B. ASUSED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, A PARABLE...
1. Isusudly agory or narrétive drawn from nature or human circumstances
2. From which spiritud lessons can be made by comparison
-- A common definition of aparableis* an earthly story with a heavenly meaning”

[The next question often raised is“ Why did Jesusteach in parables?’ In other words, why did he
not smply speak straightforward when He was teaching? To understand why, consder...]

II. THE PURPOSE OF THE PARABLES OF JESUS
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A. THE PRIMARY PURPOSE WASTO “CONCEAL"...
1. Jesus began speaking in parables because of the hardness of many people’s hearts
- cf. Mt 13:10-17
a Thedisiples attitude was such that they were blessed to learn “ the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven” - Mt 13:10-12, 16-17
b. But because of the hard hearts of many in the multitude, Jesus began spesking to them
in parables - Mt 13:13-15; cf. Mk 4:10-12
c. Hewould then explain the parablesin private to His disciples- Mk 4:33-34
2. By resorting to parables, Jesus effectively separated the truth seekers from the curiosity
seekers!
a.  Those seeking the truth would say “Explain to usthe parable...” - Mt 13:36
b. Whereasthe smply curious could easly be sent avay
3. Indeed, Jesus used parables to carry out Divine judgment... - cf. Mt 13:12
a. “For whoever has (agood heart, lisening ears), to him more will be given, and he
will have abundance (by virtue of the parable being explained)”
b. “But whoever does not have (agood heart, lisgtening ears), even what he has will
be taken away from him (by virtue of being sent away with the multitude)”

B. BUT ANOTHER PURPOSE WASTO “REVEAL"...

1. Eventhough the primary purposein telling parables was to conced the “ mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven” from the multitude!
a. For once the disciples understood the basic meaning of the parables...
b. ...the comparison of the “known” (earthly) truths with the “unknown” (heavenly) truths

would shed further light on the unknown

2. Therefore, with the help of the Lord’ s explanation of His parables we can learn more about

“the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” - cf. Mt 13:34-35

[Thisleads usto the next question, “What arethe parablesabout?’ Mt 13:11 certanly givesusa
clue..]

[1.THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE PARABLES OF JESUS

A. THE GENERAL THEME IS“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN"...
1. Assuggested by Mt 13:11
2. Asillugrated with severd parables, which dl start with “ The kingdom of heaven is
like...” - Mt 13:24,31,33,44,45,47
3. Indeed, the “kingdom of heaver” was the theme of ...
a Jewus itingrant minigry - Mt 4:17,23
b. Hissermon on the mount - Mt 5:3,10,19-20; 6:10,33; 7:21

B. THREE “SUB-THEMES’ ARE STRESSED IN THE PARABLES...
1. Thecharacter of the KINGDOM - for example...
a.  The Parable of the Mustard Seed
b. The Parable of the Leaven
c. The Parable of the Hidden Treasure
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d. The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price
2. Thecharacter of the KING - for example...
a. The Paradle of the Workersin the Vineyard
b. The Parable of the Lost Son
3. Thecharacter of the KING'SSUBJECTS - for example...
a. TheParable of the Good Samaritan
b. The Parable of the Persstent Widow

[Of course, the sub-themes often overlap in some parables, but they clearly demondtrate that the overdl
theme of the parables was “the kingdom of heaven.” Findly, afew thoughts in answer to the question,
“How do weinterpret the parables?’ ]

IV.THE INTERPRETATION OF THE PARABLES OF JESUS

A. THERE ARE TWO EXTREMESTO AVOID...
1. Seeking to find some spiritud truth in every little detall
2. Saying that thereisonly ONE spiritud truth in each parable

B. SOME GUIDELINESFOR PROPER INTERPRETATION...
1. Learnfrom the explanations Jesus gave in those parables He explained
a.  Understanding the parable of the sower helps us to understand other parables- M k
4:13
b. Jesustherefore went on to explain that parable...
2. Look for the CENTRAL truth of the parable, making sure that any other truths gleaned
from the parable are in harmony with it
3. Congder carefully the CONTEXT of Jesuswords...
a. Looking for an introduction or an gpplication which may giveingaght
b. Assupplied by either the Lord Himsdlf, or Hisinspired writers
4. Don't usethe parables to formulate new doctrine
a. Remember, parables were origindly told to conced, so they are not dways that clear in
their meaning
b. Therefore don't try to build a case for a doctrine based solely on aparable

CONCLUSION

1. Following these sensble guiddines to interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we can look forward to the
joy of undergtanding more fully “the mysteries’ or reveaed truths of the kingdom of heaven

2. Aswe get into the parables themsdaves, | hope that we will gppreciate how blessed we areto livein
an age when people who have a desire to learn about the kingdom can do so:

“But blessed are your eyesfor they see, and your earsfor the hear;

“for assuredly, | say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to
see what you see, and did not seeit, and to hear what you hear, and did not
hear it.” (Mt 13:16-17)
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3. What we are about to study in these parables concern things which Abraham, Moses, David,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekid, Danidl, and many otherslooked forward to, but did not fully understand in
their lifetimel

4. Yet these” mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 13:11), containing “ things kept secret
from the foundation of theworld” (Mt 13:35), are now being made known through the
preaching of the gospd of Christ:

“Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret
since the world began”

“but now has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures has been
made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting
God, for obedienceto thefaith;” (Ro 16:25-26)

Dear friend, have you yet rendered obedience to the faith by responding to the cal of the gospel of
Chrigt?- cf. Mk 16:15-16
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The Parables Of Jesus
Defining The Kingdom Of Heaven (Mt 13:11)

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our introductory lesson, we observed that the genera “theme” of Jesus’ parables was “the

kingdom of heaver’

a. Many of the parables gart with “ The kingdom of heaven islike...” - Mt 13:24,31,33,44,
45, 47

b. Inexplaining why He spoke in parables, Jesus made reference to “ the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven” - Mt 13:11

We aso noted that “the kingdom of heaveri’ was the theme of ...
a Jesus itinerant minidry - Mt 4:17,23
b. Hissermon on the mount - Mt 5:3,10,19-20; 6:10,33; 7:21

Because “the kingdom of heaver” is such a prominent subject in the parables of Jesus (aswdl as

His overd| preaching)...

a. | thought it might serve agood purpose to preface our study of the parables with a careful ook
at what “the kingdom of heaveri’ means

b. With aproper definition of “the kingdom of heaven” fresh in our minds, we are more likely to
benefit from our Lord' s teaching on this wonderful subject!

[Let’ s begin our effort to define “the kingdom of heaven’ by comparing it with “the kingdom of God”...]

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN vs. THE KINGDOM OF GOD

A. ISTHERE A DIFFERENCE?
1. Sometry to make adigtinction (e.g., Scofield Reference Bible)
2. But aquick comparison of the gospdls indicate that the termsrefer to the same thing
a Cf.Mt4:17withMk 1:14-15
b. Cf. Mt 5:3with Lk 6:20
c. Cf.Mt 13:31with Mk 4:30-31

B. WHY THE DIFFERENT EXPRESSIONS?
1. Wefind that Matthew used the expression “kingdom of heaveri’ dmogt exclusvdly, while
the other gospel writers used the phrase “kingdom of God”
2. It may bethat snce Matthew wrote his gospel to the Jews, he chose to used the
phrase “kingdom of heaveri'...
a. Because of the Jews' reluctance to use the name of God (out of reverence)
b. Because of the Jews misconception of the coming kingdom
1) Many anticipated a physica kingdom
2) Theexpression “heavert’ (literdly, “heavens”) would emphasize a spiritua kingdom
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[So our firgt observation isthat any effort to distinguish between the “kingdom of heaven’” and the
“kingdom of God” is redlly without warrant.

Let’s now consider what Jesus meant when He spoke of the “kingdom of heavert'...]

II. ITINVOLVESFOUR INTERRELATED CONCEPTS

A. THE REIGN OF GOD...
1. Theterm “kingdom’ as used by the Jews often stressed the abstract idea of “reign” or
“dominion’, not some geographica area surrounded by physical boundaries
a Possbly used thisway by Jesusin Lk 17:21
b. Itisusedthisway by Jesusin Mt 6:10 (“Thy kingdom come; thy will be done”)
2. Thus, the“kingdom of heaver?’ (or “kingdom of God”) is wherever the REIGN or
DOMINION of God (who isin heaven) is manifested
a. Inone sense, the kingdom of God has dways existed - cf. Ps47:2; 103:19
b. Butinagpecid way wastherule or reign of God to be manifested with the coming of
Chrigt
1) Asforetoldin thetime of Danid (ca. 500 B.C.) - Dan 2:44-45
2) Asproclamed by John the Baptist - Mt 3:1-3
3) Aspreached by Jesus- Mt 4:17; Mk 1:14-15
3. Indeed, itisin the Person of Jesus Chrigt that the “reign of God” is being expresdy manifest
today - cf. 1 Co 15:23-26; Ep 1:20-22; 1 Pe 3:22; Re 1.5

B. SPIRITUAL IN NATURE...
1. Thekingdom (or reign of God) would not be found in the form of a physica kingdom
-Jn 18:36
2. It would manifest itsdf in spiritud ways- Ro 14:17

C. VISIBLY MANIFESTED TODAY IN THE LORD’'SCHURCH...

1. What istheLord s church?
a. Itisacommunity of souls
b. Inwhose hearts God is recognized as Sovereign
--  Thusthe church can properly be referred to as the kingdom of God today

2. That theterms*“church” and “kingdom” can be used interchangeably, consider:
a. How “church’ and “kingdom’ were used by Jesus- Mt 16:18
b. Comments made to those who were in the church - Co 1:13; 1 Th 2:12
C. Thedescription of thosein the churches of Asa-Re 1:4,6,9

D. BOTH PRESENT AND FUTURE...
1. The*"kingdom of heaven’ has afuture e ement as well as a present one
2. Itsfuture aspect is spoken of by:
a Jeusin Mt 25:34
b. Palin1Co15:50; 2Ti 4:18
c. Peerin2Pel:10-11
3. Peter described the coming of its future satein 2 Pe 3:10-13
-- Therefore the kingdom of heaven involves the “new heavens and new earth’
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[ These four concepts or dements must be kept in mind whenever we think of the “kingdom of heaveri'.
Failure to remember dl four can eadly lead to misconceptions about the nature of the kingdom.

In an effort to clarify this subject even further, consider...]

[11.A SUMMARY DEFINITION OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

A. INTHE “PRESENT” SENSE...
1. Itisfound wherever the SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD is accepted in the hearts of men
2. ItisaSPIRITUAL KINGDOM, for God rules in the hearts of men
3. Itsoutward manifestation today isthe LORD’S CHURCH
4. Thekingdom was “INAUGURATED” on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2

B. INTHE “FUTURE"” SENSE...
1. Thekingdom will be “CULMINATED” with the coming of the Lord
a. When Jesus “delivers the kingdom to God the Father” - 1 Co 15:24
b. “Then therighteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Fether.” - M t
13:43
2. ltwill bethat “NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH?” described by Peter and John
a. “Inwhichrighteousnessdwdls” - 2 Pe 3:13
b. Inwhich “the tabernacle of God iswith men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall
be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.” - Re 21.:3
3. It will be experienced only by those in the church who are submitting to God' swill
a. Thosewho do “the will of My Father in heaven’ - Mt 7:21-23
b. Those who are “diligent to be found by Him in peace’ - 2 Pe 3:13-15a

CONCLUSION

1. Aswe get into the parables, there will be many references to the “kingdom of heaveri’
a.  Sometimes it appears Jesus refers to the “present” aspect of the kingdom
b. But then, a other times He has reference to the “future’ aspect of the kingdom

2. Hopefully, this effort to define the “kingdom of heaver?” will help us appreciate more what Jesus has
to say concerning “the mysteries of the kingdom of heaveni’!

One principle concerning entering kingdom that was a mystery to Nicodemus at first was the need to be
born again (Jn 3:3-4). But then Jesus explained that the new birth was one of water and the Spirit (Jn
3:5). Isthat ill amystery to you? Then congder Acts 2:38 and Titus 3:5...
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Sower [The Four Soils] (Mt 13:3-9,18-23)

INTRODUCTION

1.

As Jesus went about preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven (cf. Mt 4:17,23), He did not
aways find a receptive audience...

a. Even where He did mighty works, some did not repent - Mt 11:20-24

b. Some sought to trick Him, so they might have reason to accuse Him - Mt 12:9-14

-- It wasfor this very reason that Jesus began teaching publicly in “parables’ - Mt 13:10-13

The problem Jesus faced was that many people, though they had ears to hear, their ears had
become “hard of hearing” - Mt 13:14-15

To illudtrate this problem, Jesus told a parable that has come to be known as “ The Par able Of
The Sower”

a. It can dso be properly caled “ The Parable Of The Four Soils”

b. Or “The Parable Of The Seed’

-- It wastold by Jesusto illudtrate different reactions to the gospel message

The parable itsdf isrecorded in Mt 13:3-9 (dso Mk 4:3-9; Lk 8:4-8) - PLEASE READ

a. Itisone of the few parablesin which we actudly have Jesus' own interpretation of the parable

b. The sgnificance of this particular parable is enhanced by the words of Jesus recorded in M k
4:13...

“Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all parables?”

[The vaue of this parable becomes clearer in the light of Jesus’ explanation, for by it we can see
oursalves aswe redly are in regards to how we have received the Word into our lives...]

EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE

A. “THE SOWER”
1. Not specifically mentioned, but compare Mt 13:37
a. Thisisinexplandion of “ The Parable Of The Wheat And The Tares’
b. Inwhich Jesusexplains® He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man”
Soitislikdy that the “sower” in this parable had immediate reference to Jesus
3. Butitisafar use of the parable to goply it today to anyone who fathfully proclamsthe
message of the Son of Man

N

B. “THE SEED”
1. Theseedis“theword of thekingdom” - Mt 13:19a
2. l.e, thegospd of the kingdom, which was the theme of Jesus’ preaching - Mt 4:23
3. It wasdso animportant eement of gpostalic preaching - cf. Ac 8:12; 28:30-31
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C. “THE WAYSIDE’ (TheFirst Soil)

1. Thissoil represents one who “hears....and does not understand” - Mt 13:19a

2. Mot likely, these are those who have hardened their hearts prior to hearing the Word - cf.
Mt 13:15

3. The"birds” represent “thewicked one” (cdled “thedevil” in Lk 8:12)
a.  Who snatches away the Word from those whose hearts are hardened
b. Ther condition therefore is one of being “blinded” by Satan to the gospel - cf. 2 Co 4:

34
4. While Satan contributes to their blindness, it is precipitated by their own hardness of heart!

D. “THE STONY PLACES" (The Second Soil)

1. Thissoil represents the one who...
a. “hearstheword and immediately recavesit with joy’ - Mt 13:20
b. “yet he hasno root in himsdf, but endures only for awhile” - Mt 13:21a
c. “when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he sumbles’

- Mt 13:21b

2. Some hear the Word and receive it with grest joy...
a. But with no root, they are not grounded in the Word
b. Sothat when troubles arise, there is no endurance and stumbling occurs

3. Herewelearn that an emotiond reception without a strong foundation based upon the
Word will not enable one to stand againgt tribulation and persecution

E. “AMONG THE THORNS’ (The Third Soil)
1. Thissoil represents the one who...
a “hearstheword” - Mt 13:22a
b. But whose ability to bear fruit is choked by:
1) “thecaresof thisworld” - Mt 13:22b
2) “the decaitfulness of riches’ - Mt 13:22c
3) “pleasuresof life” (added in Lk 8:14)
2. How thesethree “thorns” can cause usto be unfruitful is explained in other portions of
God's Word...
a. Thecaresof thisworld
1) Can cause usto be unprepared - cf. Lk 21:34-36
2) Theevil in cares and anxietiesisthat they can detract our minds from what istruly
important - cf. Lk 12:29-32
b. The deceitfulness of riches
1) Thedangerisdescribedin 1 Ti 6:9-10
2) Agan, theevil inricheslay in diverting our atention away from God, and feding
sf-aufficent - 1 Ti 6:17
c. Pleasuresof life
1) Thoseinvolving theflesh in particular divert our minds from the things of the Spirit
- cf. Ga5:17
2) Sowing to the flesh make it impossible to regp of the Spirit! - Ga 6:7-9

F. “THE GOOD GROUND” (The Fourth Soil)
The Parables Of Jesus 11
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This soil represents the one who...

a “hearstheword and undergandsit” - Mt 13:23a

b. “indeed bearsfruit and produces’ - Mt 13:23b

b. Luke addsthat he hears “the word with a noble and good heart”, and then “keepsit and
bears fruit with patience” - Lk 8:15

Thosewith “anoble and good heart”, then, are the ones...

a. Who will understand the Word

b. Who will keep it, and with patience produce fruit in their lived

They will be like the Bereans, who were commended for being “fair-minded”, as manifested

intheway they:

a. “receved the word will al readiness’

b. “searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these thingswere so” - Ac 17:11

Note the importance of “understanding” in relaion to “bearing fruit”...

a.  Jesus made the connection between the two in this parable - Mt 13:23

b. Paul connects the two when he writes of the gospd producing fruit among the
Colossians “since the day they heard (NASV says “understood”) the grace of God in
truth’ - Co 1:5-6

--  When one “understands’, they will morelikely “beer fruit”; but the key to understanding
ishaving a“good and noble heart” that iswilling to ligen and learn!

And what kind of “fruit” will one bear? There are different kinds...

The fruit of winning soulsto Chrigt - Ro 1:13

The fruit of practicd holiness- Ro 6:22

The fruit of sharing materid things- Ro 15:27

Thefruit of the Spirit (i.e., a Chrig-like character) - Ga 5:22-23

The fruit of good works- Co 1:10

Thefruit of praise & thanksgiving - He 13:15

An important observation is that not al will bear the same amount...

a. “some ahundredfold, some sixty, somethirty” - Mt 13:23

b. Asillugrated in The Parable of the Tdents, some may be given more according to their
ability to use what God has given them - Mt 25:14-15

c. Whatever our ability, we should exercise it accordingly - cf. 1 Pe 4:10-11

00T

[With the explanation provided by Jesus Himself, we should have little problem underganding The
Parable of The Sower and the spiritud truths Jesus was teaching.

However, it is one thing to understand it, quite another to make application of it. Seeking to make
goplication in a thought-provoking way, let me ask “ What kind of soil areyou?”]

II. APPLICATION OF THE PARABLE

A. AREYOULIKE “THE WAYSIDE’?

1.
2.
3.

If you have heard the gospel of Christ and His kingdom, but are not yet a Chrigtian...
Y ou may be in the process of hardening your heart the longer you wait!

Y ou are susceptible to Satan' s deception in some form, to blind you and not dlow the
Word of God to haveitsintended effect!
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B. AREYOULIKE “THE STONY PLACES’?
1. If you responded to the gospd a onetime, but are not being grounded in the faith...
2. Youwill likely fdl away when persecution or temptation comes your way!

C. AREYOU LIKE THE SOIL “AMONG THE THORNS'?
1. If you responded to the gospel a onetime, but are becoming too preoccupied with the
cares, riches, and pleasures of thisworld...
2. Youwill not be able to bear much fruit!
--  And remember what Jesus said about branches that don't bear fruit! - Jn 15:1-6

D. ARE YOULIKE “THE GOOD SOIL”?
1. If you have responded to the gospel, and are bearing fruit...
2. Then you have demongrated severd important things:
a. You have agood and noble heart!
b. You have come to understand the Word!
C. You have been keeping it with patiencel
3. And so the Word of God has been able to produce its intended effect in you!

CONCLUSION

1. When Jesusfinished telling His parable of the Sower, He cried out:
“Hewho hasearsto hear, let him hear!” - Mt 13:9

2. Clearly from the explanation of Jesus Himsdlf, we learn that not dl those who have earsto hear,
redly ligen!

3. Itisimportant that we listen well when God' s Word is being proclaimed, for that is how faith is
obtained - Ro 10:17

4. How well have YOU ligened to this parable of Jesus and His explanation?
a. If you are anything other than thet like “the good s0il”, you need to repent today!
b. Forinthe next sudy, we learn what Jesus will do when He comes to gather His kingdom!
- cf. Mt 13:24-30,36-43

Dear friends and brethren, may you truly have a good and noble heart...hear, examine, understand, and
accept the gospel of Chrigt and the gospd of His kingdom!
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The Parables Of Jesus
TheWheat And The Tares (Mt 13:24-30,36-43)

INTRODUCTION

1. In“TheParable Of The Sower”, we learned that not al people react to the Word of the

kingdom in the same way

a.  Somewith hard hearts and dull ears would not even dlow the Word time to germinate in their
hearts

b. Otherswould recaive the Word, but ether persecution or thingsin this life would render them
fruitless

c. Only those with good and noble hearts, who receive the Word with patience, and keep it, will
bear the intended fruit in their lives

--  Thusthe “mysteries of the kingdom of heaven’ will be received only by some, and not al

2. Thistruth wasillugrated further when Jesus taught “ The Parable Of The Wheat And Tares’ ...
a. Recorded only by Matthew, the parable itsdlf isfound in Mt 13:24-30 (READ)
b. Jesus’ purposeisclearly to teach principles related to “the kingdom of heavert’
1) For hebeginswith “ The kingdom of heaven islike...”
2) Therefore Jesus intends to reved principles related to the “rule of God” as it would soon be
manifested in the Person of His Son

3. Like"The Parable Of The Sower”, this parable is one of the few in which we have Jesus' own
explanation...
a. The explanation was given in response to the disciples’ inquiry - Mt 13:36
b. Andthe explanationisfoundin Mt 13:37-43 (READ)

[In this study, we shall focus on Jesus’ explanation of the parable, and then draw some truths fromiit...]

I. THE PARABLE EXPLAINED

A. INANSWER TO THE DISCIPLES REQUEST, JESUSIDENTIFIES...
1. THE SOWER - “Hewho sowsthe good seed isthe Son of Man”
a. l.e, Chrigt, who in His preaching when about proclaming the gospe of the kingdom
- cf. Mt 4:23
b. Whoisidentified in Danie’s vison as one who received akingdom - Dan 7:13-14
c. Who after His ascension clamed to have received such authority - Re 2:26-27; 3:21
2. THEFIELD - “Thefied istheworld”
a. Into which the Son of Man came to sow the seed
b. Over which the Son of Man now exercises His authority, i.e,, His kingship - cf. M t
28:18; 1 Pe3:22; Re 1:5
3. THE GOOD SEED (WHEAT) - “The good seeds ar e the sons of the kingdom”
a. Thosewho gladly own Jesus astheir Lord and King, submitting to Him fredy
b. l.e, Hisdisciples, who observe dl that He commands - cf. Mt 28:19-20
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c. When we compare thiswith “The Parable Of The Sower”, we come up with dightly

mixed metaphors...

1) Thedisciples are those who condtitute the “good soil”, in which the seed has been
sown (The Parable Of The Sower)

2) Butin The Parable Of The Wheat And Tares, the disciples are the “good seed”
themsdalves

d. Thus, when one receives the “seed” of the kingdom (the Word of God), they become
“good seed” (ason of the kingdom)
4. THE TARES- “Thetaresarethe sonsof the wicked one”
a. Thoselater defined asthey that..
1) Offend
2) Practice lawlessness - cf. Mt 13:41
b. Though within the redlm of the Lord’ sreign (for the Lord will later gather them out of
His kingdom), they cdlearly are not submitting to the Lord’ s authority!
c. Their actionsreved that they areredly “sons of the wicked one”!
5. THE ENEMY -*The enemy who sowed them isthe devil”
a. Who tried to tempt Chrigt and failed - cf. Mt 4:1-11
b. Who now triesto destroy the efforts of Christ to save souls and enlarge the influence of
Hiskingly rule
6. THE HARVEST - “Theharvest isthe end of the age”
a Tha “age” inwhich...
1) The gospd of the kingdom is being preached
2) People who receive the gospd can become the “sons of the kingdon’
-- l.e, the present gospel dispensation - ¢f. Co 1:13; Re 1:9
b. An*“age’ tha will end with agreat “harvest”, identified € sewhere as the glorious coming
and appearance of our Lord - cf. Mt 26:31-32; 1 Ti 6:14-15
7. THE REAPERS- “Thereapersarethe angels”
a.  Angeswill accompany Chris when He comesagain-2 Th 1:7-9
b. They will separate the wicked from among the just - cf. Mt 13:49

[Having identified the various dements of the parable...]

B. JESUSSTRESSESTHE MAIN POINTSOF THE PARABLE...
1. Inverse40...
a. Theproblem of the “tares’ will not be fully addressed until the “harvest”
b. Thisisdone out of consderation for the “good seed” (cf. Mt 13:29)
2. Inverse4l...
a. Itisat theend of the age that the Son of Man will findly resolve this problem
b. With HisangdsHewill “gather out of His kingdom dl things that offend, and those who
practice lawlessness’ (i.e., the sons of the wicked one)
3. Inverse42...
a. Those s0 gathered out of His kingdom will properly dedlt with!
b. Cadtinto “the furnace of fire’, where there will be “walling and gnashing of tegth!”
4. Inverse4s...
a  The blessedness of the “righteous’ (the good seed, the sons of the kingdom) is
described
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b. After the harvest they will “shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father”!

[Jesus ends His explanation of the parable with the same admonition that followed the telling of The
Parable Of The Sower:

“Hewho has earsto hear, let him hear” - Mt 13:9

Do we therefore hear what Jesus is saying? Or are we dull of hearing and hard of heart? For those
willing to listen, there are severd truths to be gleaned from this parable as it rdates to the kingdom of
heaven, the church, and to our persond lives...]

II. TRUTHS GLEANED FROM THE PARABLE

A. CHRIST ISLONG-SUFFERING, SO YOU CAN GROW!

1.
2.
3.

Why does Chrigt suffer so long with the wicked around us?

Why does He not comein judgment againgt the “sons of the wicked one?’

Perhaps to give “you’ (ason of the kingdom) atime to grow!

a. Intheparable, it was out of concern for the “wheat” thet the “tares’ were dlowed to
reman - Mt 13:29

b. AsPeter indicated, it isthe Lord slongsuffering thet prompts any seemingly dday in His
coming - cf. 2 Pe 3:9

--  Sowhile Chrigt is certainly desirousthat “dl” men come to repentance, He has a specia
interest in those “sons of the kingdom” who are sill growing!

B. THISPARABLE DOESNOT PRECLUDE CHURCH DISCIPLINE...

1.
2.

Some have sought to use this parable to say that church discipline should not be carried out

Y et that would go contrary to the teachings of Jesus Himsdlf, and that of His apostles

a. Jesustaught there would be times for church discipline- Mt 18:15-17

b. Paul ingructed the churches in Corinth and Thessalonica concerning the need and
methodology of church discipline-1 Co5:1-13; 2 Th 3:6-15

The point of this parable is that Jesus Himsdf will not do anything visible until the end of the

age when He comes with His angdls

Those in the church, however, have a persond respongbility to withdraw from those

brethren who refuse to repent of Sin

C. THE KINGDOM ISBOTH PRESENT AND FUTURE!

1.

2.

Inver se 41, the Son of Man will “gather out of His kingdonT’, so the kingdom isin
existence prior to the end of the age when the Son of Man comeswith Hisangdls

Inver se 43, it is after the harvest that the righteous “will shine forth in the kingdom of their
Father”

Astaught by Paul, Chrigt rules now and will turn the kingdom over to His Father when He
comes again - cf. 1 Co 15:23-26

a. Heisnot coming to establish akingdom (contra the premillenidi<t)

b. Heiscoming to deliver akingdom back to His Father!

D. ONE MAY BE IN THE KINGDOM NOW, BUT NOT IN THE FUTURE!
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Note that the angelswill gather certain ones “out of His kingdom - Mt 13:41
Those ones who were “in the kingdoni” are then “cast into the furnace” - Mt 13:42
3. Who would these be?
a. Those who “offend” (cause others to ssumble)
1) Agang which Jesuswarned Hisdisciples- Mt 18:6-7
2) Againg which Paul warned the Christians at Corinth and Rome - 1 Co 8:11-13;
10:31-11:1; R0 16:17-18 (cf. 14:13, 19-21)
b. Those who “practice lawlessness’ (do things without authority)
1) Remember the warnings of Jesus and John - Mt 7:21-23; 2Jn 9
2) Theway to avoid lawlessnessisgivenin Co 3:17
4. Because of the very red danger of not “entering our heavenly ret”, we find warnings to
persevere - cf. He 3:12-14; 4:1-2, 11

N

E. APLACE OF PUNISHMENT ISTHE REWARD OF THE WICKED!

1. We saw where those “that offend” and who “practice lawlessness’ would...
a. Becad into the “furnace of fire’
b. Experience “wailing and gnashing of tegth’

2. Thispunishment of the wicked is arecurring theme in severd of the parables...
a. TheParable Of The Dragnet - cf. Mt 13:49-50
b. The Parable Of The Unforgiving Servant - cf. Mt 18:34-35

3. And as described in the Judgment Scene, Jesus talks of a place prepared for the wicked
- cf. Mt 25:41, 45-46

4. Thusaproper proclamation of the gospel of the kingdom must of necessity include a
warning to those who do not receive the kingdom!

CONCLUSION

1. Indeed, thisvery parableisawarning to al not to alow themsdlves to be influenced by the wicked
onel
a. AsPeter wrote, our adversary is very much seeking to destroy us! - 1 Pe 5:8
b. Butif we can dlow the word of God to abide in us, we can overcome the wicked one - cf. 1 Jn
2:14

2. Welearn from this parable, then, that the kingdom of heaven...

a. Will spread as people become “sons of the kingdom” (by heeding the Son of Man)

b.  Will not preclude the efforts and influence of the devil (S0 expect to see some “tares’)

c. Though inaugur ated with the Son of Man' s firg coming (especidly with His ascension to the
right hand of God and the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost - Acts 2), the
kingdom of heaven will not be fully culminated until...

1) The Son of Man returns with Hisangds
2) Hegathersdl things out of His kingdom that offend and practice lawlessness
3) And ddiversthe kingdom to God (cf. 1 Co 15:24)

3. Atthat time..
a. Wewill have an dbundant entrance “ into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Chrigt” - cf. 2 Pe 1:11
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b. “Then therighteouswill shineforth asthe sun in the kingdom of their Father” - Mt
13:43

Dear friend, is not that your desire? Then remember what Jesus said...

“Most assuredly, | say to you, unless oneis born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God.” - Jn 3.5

“Hewho has earsto hear, let him hear!”
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Mustard Seed (Mt 13:31-32)

INTRODUCTION

1. Fromthefirst two parablesthat Jesus taught and then explained, it is easy to surmise that the
disciples may have been discouraged by what they heard...
a. In“TheParable Of The Sower”, only one soil of four would be truly receptive to the Word
sown
b. In*“TheParable Of The Wheat And Tares’, they learned that Satan would be doing his
best to undermine the efforts of the Sower

2. Asearly as Chrysostom (3497-407 A.D.), commentators have suggested that the next two parables
inMt 13:31-33 were told by Jesus to encourage His disciplesin reference to the kingdom
a. Thefirg parableisthat of “The Mustard Seed’ - Mt 13:31-32
b. The second parableisthat of “The Leaven’ - Mt 13:33
-- Both of which appear to describe the kingdom as destined for remarkable growth

[1t istempting to ded with both parablesin just one lesson. But that we might give each one its own
undivided attention, this lesson will focus only on “ The Parable Of The Mustard Seed’.

To appreciate the point of the parable, background information may be helpful on...]

I. THE MUSTARD SEED

A. THE PLANT ITSELF...
1. Themustard plant iswell known for its hot-flavored seeds
2. Among seeds sown in agarden it was generdly the smallest
3. Asaplat, it reachesten, sometimes fifteen feet in height
4. Inthefdl of the year, its branches have becomerigid, and the plant often serves as a shelter
for birds of many kinds (William Hendricksen, Commentary on Matthew)

B. PROVERBIAL USESOF THE MUSTARD SEED...
1. Themustard seed was used frequently to describe anything that is smdl inits beginning
2. Jesusused it on another occasion to describe one’ sfaith - ¢f. Mt 17:20
3. TheKoran reads “Oh, my son, every matter, though it be of the weight of agrain of
mustard seed...” (quoted by R. C. Trench)

[With this understanding of the mustard plant and its seeds, perhaps we are better able to appreciate the
meaning of the parable itsdlf (please read Mt 13:31-32)...]

II. THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE

A. THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN WOULD HAVE A SMALL BEGINNING...
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1. Old Testament prophecy foretold this.
a. Concerning the Messiah - cf. Isa 11:1; 53:2-3
b. Concerning the kingdom - cf. Dan 2:35b,44 (darting out as a stone, becoming a greet

mountain)

2. Condder this description of the beginning...
“The Son of Man grew up in a despised province; he did not appear in public until
histhirtieth year; then taught for two or three yearsin neighboring villages, and
occasionally at Jerusalem; made a few converts, chiefly among the poor and
unlearned; and then falling into the hands of his enemies, died the shameful death
of the cross; such, and so dight, was the commencement of the universal kingdom
of God.” (R. C. Trench, Notes On The Parables Of Our Lord)

B. BUT ITSTREMENDOUS GROWTH WOULD BELIE ITSHUMBLE
BEGINNINGS...
1. Just asthe“amdl sone” of Dan 2:35 “became a great mountain and filled the whole earth’
2. Thegrowth of the church in the first century A.D. certainly confirmed the truth of Jesus’
parable
a. The 120 disciples grew to over 3000 just in one day - Ac 2:41-42
b. It was soon about 5000 - Ac 4:4
c. The number of the disciples continued to “muitiply”
1) InJerusalem-Ac6:7
2) Throughout Judes, Gdlilee, and Samaria- Ac 9:31
d. Yeaslater, there were “myriads’ of believersjust in Jerusdlem done - Ac 2120
3. Eventoday, we see the growth and influence of the kingdom of heaven in lives of believers
around the world!

C. ITSGROWTH WOULD BE BENEFICIAL TO THE WORLD...
1. Inthe parable, Jesus spoke of how “the birds of the air come and nest in its branches’
2. What is meant by Jesus? He does not say, but the kingdom of God is certainly ablessng to
al who take refugein its “branches’
a. E.g., “for the kingdom of God is not food and drink, but righteousness and peace and
joy inthe Holy Spirit” - Ro 14:17
b. To those seeking rest for their weary souls, the King offers His tender invitation to come
to Him and enter His kingdom of rest - cf. Mt 11:28-30

{With this smple parable, Jesus offers encouragement to that small band of disciples following Him over
the hills of Pdestine. They would be a part of something that would grow and bless the world
immensdy!

What about today? The kingdom of heaven continues to grow and spread out is branches to those who
will accept it, certainly. But can we ever expect smilar growth to that witnessed in the first century?
Consider afew thoughts aboui...|

[II.THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM TODAY

A. THEREISTHE “MATHEMATICAL POSSBILITY”
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1. Beginning with just twenty disciples, each converting just one person ayear, and their
converts doing the same...

2. ..the growth would be like a mustard seed!

End of year 1-40

End of year 5- 640

End of year 10 - 20,480

End of year 15 - 655,360

End of year 20 - 20,971,520

End of year 25 - 1,342,177,280

-- AII it takesisfor each person to bring one soul to Christ each and every year!

o Qo0 oT

B. THEREISCERTAINLY THE “SPIRITUAL POSSIBILITY”
1. We havethe same “seed” of the kingdom, the Word of God!
a. A “seed” whichisincorruptible, thet lives and abides forever - 1 Pe 1:23-25
b. A “seed” cgpable of producing what God intends - cf. 1sa 55:10-11
2. Whilethe first two parables remind usthat not al will accept the Word of God, this parable
declares that the kingdom will grow!

C. WHAT ISNEEDED ISPEOPLE...
1. Peoplewith vision
a. Who havethevison of Chrig, as expressed in His parables
b. Who look not at an apple and count the seeds, but looks at a seed and counts the
goples (with their many seeds)!
c. Wholook at converting and developing disciplesin the same way
2. Peoplewilling to put the kingdom of God first in their lives
a. The seed of the gospe will produce fruit, but only if it fals on good soil
b. If wedlow...
1) The caresof thisworld
2) The decatfulness of riches
3) The pleasures of life
...to “choke’ us, we cannot bear good fruit
c. Therefore we need to put the kingdom of God firgt - cf. Mt 6:33
3. Peoplewilling to abidein Christ
a. For gpart from Christ they can do nothing - Jn 15:4-5
b. For only they are able to bear “much fruit” - Jn 15:5
c. And only they will be able to glorify God and be Histrue disciples- Jn 15:8

CONCLUSION

1. The potentid for the kingdom' s amazing growth rests in the Person who reigns asits King...
a. Thosewho will abide in Chrigt can be used by Him to produce the remarkable growth in the
kingdom illustrated by this parable
b. AsPaul wroteto the Philippians. “1 can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me.” - Ph 4:13

2. Brethren, dlow “ The Parable Of The Mustard Seed’ to serveas...
The Parables Of Jesus 21




Mark A. Copeland

a.  An encouragement - The kingdom of heaven is destined for great things, though its beginning
was smdl

b. A reminder - That if we are going to be useful to the Magter in this ever growing kingdom, we
mugt “abidein Him” so we can “bear much fruit”

Dear friend, have you rested your weary wingsin this greet tree called “the kingdom of heaveri’? - cf.
Jn 3:3-5
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Leaven (Mt 13:33)

INTRODUCTION

1. Our previous study examined “ The Parable Of The Mustard Seed’ - Mt 13:31-32
a. Wherethe kingdom is depicted as having remarkable growth, despite humble beginnings
b. Perhapsthe parable was told by Jesusto reassure His disciples...
1) That their involvement in the kingdom would not be for naught
2) Especidly after hearing two parables in which we see not dl would receive the Word
properly, and Satan' s efforts to hinder growth of the kingdom would be noticesble

2. Another parable that ssems to have the same purpose of reassurance now follows...
a Foundin Mt 13:33
b. Thishas become known as“ The Parable Of The Leaven’ (READ)
3. Immediately we can see amilaritiesto “ The Parable Of The Mustard Seed’
a. Both are quite brief, with no explanations by Jesus recorded
b. Both appear to be describing the remarkable spread of the kingdom of heaven
4. But some differences can be noted, so this parable is certainly worthy of careful consderation
[Let’ s begin, then, by noticing some...]

|. BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON “LEAVEN"

A. WHAT WAS“LEAVEN"?
1. A smdl portion of fermented dough used to ferment other dough (Holman Bible Dictionary)
2. Onceinsarted into a batch, it continues its process of fermentation until the whole batch has
risen (Hendriksen, New Testament Commentary)
3. Today, wemore likely usetheterm “ yeast” instead of “leaver’

B. SYMBOLIC USESOF “LEAVEN"
1. Inthe New Testament, “leaven’’ is often symbolic of corrupting influence
a. Jesuswarned of “the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees’, which included
their teaching and hypocrisy - cf. Mt 16:5-12; Lk 12:1
b. Paul wrote of the danger of how “a little leaven leavens the whole lump”, ashe
addressed the need to withdraw from the unpenitent brother - 1 Co 5:1-13
2. Thishasled someto conclude that “leavent’ in the parable represents something evil
3. But there are saverd reasons why thisisnot likely true...
a. Thereis no reason why its use € sewhere must be the same here
1) A speeker or writer is certainly freeto use afigure any way they wish, even
differently in different Stuations
2) Toread the use of the figure as found el sewhere into this passageis aform of

The Parables Of Jesus 23



Mark A. Copeland

“eisegesis”
a) Thatis, reading something into the passage not actudly there
1/ Though in this case one may not be reading their own preconceived ideas
into the passage, asis commonly done
2/ But reading the ideas of another Biblica context into thisoneis till aform
of “ eisegesis”
b) Asopposed to “exegesis”’, whichisto read out of a passage what it actualy
says or means, and should be the god of proper Bible study
b. Thelast phrase would then suggest that the kingdom is destined to fail!
1) The*“leaven’” isto eventudly fill the whole lo&f!
2) If “leaven’ represents corrupting influence, how discouraging!
c. Thecose proximity of the parableto “ The Parable Of The Mustard Seed” would
suggest amilaritiesin meaning (cf. thetwo parablesin Mt 13:44-46)

[Wel, if Jesus does not mean to use “leavert’ in this context as symbolica of corrupting influence, then
what does He mean?]

II. THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE

A. THE KINGDOM’'SGROWTH WILL BE PERVASIVE...

1.

2.
3.
4,

That is, having the qudity to permeste, to spread or flow throughout the world

One suggestion is that the loaf represents the world, and the leaven is the kingdom

Thusthereign of heaven (God) will gradudly make its influence felt in the world

This“reign of heaver” could be manifested:

a. Intheform of the gospd (the “word” of the kingdom, Mt 13:19), asitiswas
proclaimed to dl cregtion - cf. Mk 16:15-16

b. Intheform of the church, which spreads as people accept the gospel

c. Intheinfluence of the Word and the church, astheir influence isfdt in society

This parable may dso illugtrates the “invisble” growth of the kingdom

a.  Asleaven doesit work with less than noticesble effect

b. So the soreading influence of the kingdom is often unnoticeable, but red nonetheless!

B. THE KINGDOM’SINFLUENCE WILL BE COMPLETE...

1.
2.
3.

Speaking of the loaf, Jesus said “ till it was all leavened”

No part of the “loaf” (world) will be untouched by the influence of the kingdom

That the gospel did indeed spread in this way was expressed by Paul in Ro 10:17-18;

16:25-26; Co 1:6,23

Of course, not al have obeyed the gospd - eg., “ The Parable Of The Four Soils”

a. Whilethe“fragrance of Hisknowledge” isdiffused in every place...

b. ..tosomeitis®an aroma of death” - cf. 2 Co 2:14-16

Y et, we gill see the leavening influence of the Word and Chrigt’ sreign...

a. Inthegrowth of the church

b. Intheinfluence of the Word in society (cf. our judicid system, charitable organizations,
etc.)

[11.APPLICATION OF THE PARABLE
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A. DON'T LOSE HEART...
1. Don't measure the growth or success of the kingdom solely by visble sandards
2. AsJesus said to the Pharisees...
a. “Thekingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say ‘ See
herel’ or ‘Seetherel’” - Lk 17:20-21a
b. “For indeed, the kingdom of God iswithin you.” - Lk 17:21b
3. The spread of the kingdom (the rule of God) is taking place wherever the “word of the
kingdon” is being sown, and fruit will be borne asit fdls on “good and noble hearts’
4. Remain confident:
a. That what began as a mustard seed will become a grest tree
b. Tha what sarted in one small portion of the loaf will eventualy spread through the
whole loaf

B. DO YOUR PART TO BE A LEAVENING INFLUENCE...
1. Allow the“leaven of the kingdonm’ to permesate your own heart and life
a. Takethe Word of God into your own heart
b. Study and meditate upon it, and then seek to gpply it!
2. Allow that Word to produce fruit in your life, so that you become an leavening influence for
the kingdom of God!
a. By word, asyou share the gospd of the kingdom with others
b. By deed, asyou do good works that glorify God
c. Forasleaven, we aredso “the salt of the earth” and “ the light of the world”
- cf. Mt 5:13-16
1) Desgned to glorify God by our good works
2) And so influence our world for good as well!

CONCLUSION

1. With an understanding of these two parables (“ The Mustard Seed” and “ The L eaven’), we can
take heart in knowing that the work of Chrigt in regards to His Kingdom will not be for naught

2. Asweclosethislesson, let me ask “What kind of leaven are you?”
a. Thisparable has been describing “leavert’ as a positive force
b. But remember, “leaven’ is aso used to illudrate that which is harmful
1) The*“leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy” - Lk 12:1
2) That which isa corrupting force, and needsto be purged - 1 Co 5:6-8

Will you dlow the grace of God to make you to be the kind of “leaven’ that can be used to His glory...?
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The Parables Of Jesus
TheHidden Treasure (Mt 13:44)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour study on “ The Parables Of Jesus”, we have seen...
a. Different waysin which the message of the kingdom would be received (“ The Sower”)
b. Theefforts of Satan to corrupt the character of the kingdom, but its future consummetion in
purity and splendor being assured (* The Wheat And Tares’)
c. Thegrowth and development of the kingdom (“ The Mustard Seed” & “The Leaven’)

2. Each of these parables are found in M atthew 13, and as we continue to examine that chapter we
find more to come...
a. A couplet of parablesisfound in Mt 13:44-46
1) “TheParable Of TheHidden Treasure”
2) “TheParable Of The Pear| Of Great Price”
b. Likethe couplet of “The Mustard Seed” and “The Leaver?’, in which asmilar theme was found,
there seems to be a theme common to these two parables
1) Thetheme of the earlier couplet was the growth and development of the kingdom
2) Thetheme of this couplet appears to be the preciousness and value of the kingdom

[In this study, we shdl focus on “ The Parable Of The Hidden Treasure”, beginning with...]

I. THE PARABLE EXPLAINED

A. THE DETAILSOF THE PARABLE...
1. A manfindsatressure hiddenin afied
2. Hefirg hidesit, then proceeds to buy the field
3. Though he must sdl everything he hasin order to buy the field, he does so gladly in
anticipation of the treasure that will then be rightfully his

B. THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE...
1. Hereisthe explanation as given by two different commentators:

a. “Thekingdom of heaven isworth infinitely more than the cost of discipleship,
and those who know wher e the treasur e lies joyfully abandon everything elseto
secureit.” (D. A. Carson)

b. “..thekingdom of heaven, the glad recognition of God'srule over heart and
life, including salvation for the present and for the future, for soul and
ultimately also for the body, the great privilege of being thereby made a
blessing to otherstothe glory of God, all this, isa treasure so inestimably
precious that one who obtainsit iswilling to surrender for it whatever could
interferewith havingit.” (William Hendriksen)

2. What distinguishes this parable from the one following is that it describes the value of the
kingdom to one who accidentdly finds it
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a.  Though not purposdy looking for it, its vaue isimmediately recognized
b. Sothe kingdom of heaven has been, and will be, for many peoplée!

3. AsHendriksen saysagain: “...weshould grasp its oneimportant lesson: the
incalculable preciousness of salvation for those who discover it and obtain
possession of it without even looking for it!”

C. THE APOSTLE PAUL ASAN EXAMPLE...
1. Hediscovered the “treasure’ unexpectedly
a. It wason the road to Damascus, going to persecute Chrigtians- Ac 9:1-2
b. For hethought it was the right thing to do - cf. Ac 26:9-11
c. But once he met the Lord, and learned the will of God, he did not hesitate to carry it out
even a great cost to him - cf. Ac 26:19-23
2. Hisedimation of what he found
a.  Something worth giving up dl, if necessary - cf. Ph 3:4-11
b. Writing of “the gospd of the glory of Chrit”, Paul refersto it asa“treasure” - 2 Co 4:7
c. Hewrites of the “treasures of wisdom and knowledge” that are found in Christ - Co 2:
1-3

[Clearly Paul consdered Christ and His kingdom a “treasure” worth giving up dl one had if necessary to
obtain. What is there about the kingdom of Christ that makes it so vauable?]

II. THE KINGDOM OF EXCEEDING VALUE

A. A REFUGE FROM THE POWERS OF DARKNESS- Co 1:13

1. Outsde the kingdom of heaven, oneisin the kingdom of Satan - Ep 2:1-3
a.  Under hisinfluence
b. Trappedin varioussns

2. But the kingdom of Chrigt offers deliverance, refuge
a.  Weare st free from the guilt and dominion of Sin, so that we can serve God - Ro 6:

17-18

b. God will not dlow us to be tempted beyond our ability to bear - 1 Co 10:13

B. A DOMAIN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, PEACE, AND JOY - Ro 14:17
1. A righteousness through faith in Chrigt, in which our sins have been forgiven - Ph 3:8-9
2. A peace from God, which surpasses dl understanding - Ph 4:6-7
3. Anabiding joy in the Lord, no matter the circumstances - Ph 4:4; cf. 2:17-18

C. AN UNSHAKABLE KINGDOM - He 12:25-29
1. Onewhich shdl never be destroyed - cf. Dan 2:44
2. Therefore, atruly everlagting kingdom - cf. 2 Pe 1:10-11

D. DESTINED FOR ETERNAL GLORY -1 Co 15:21-26
1. Presented by Christ to God at His second coming, those who are truly “sons of the
kingdom” will “shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father” - cf. Mt 13:41-43
2. From that time forward, those in the kingdom will experience the ultimate fdlowship in the
presence of God - Re 21:1-5,9-12,22-27
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CONCLUSION

1. Inlight of both the present and future blessngs found in the kingdom of heaven, perhaps we can
gopreciate why many condder the kingdom one of exceeding vaue
a. Evenwhen not actively looking for it, but sumbling acrossit...
b. ..thevaueisrecognized immediately by some, willing to pay whatever price necessary

2. What isthe vaue of the kingdom? | wish you could ask...
a.  Stephen, thefirgt Christian martyr - cf. Ac 7
b. Theearly Chrigians, who experienced persecution - cf. Ac 8:1-4
c. Thegpodtle Paul, who suffered so much for the kingdom - cf. 2 Ti 3:10-11; 4:6-8,16-18
d. And of course, our Lord Jesus, who gave up al to makeit possible - cf. Ph 2:5-8
-- | am confident that with one voice they would say, “It isworthiit dl!”

3. How about us? Arewe willing to pay the full price to obtain the “treasure” of the kingdom?
a. Theprice of repentance?
b. The price of complete submission to the will of Chrigt?- Mt 28:18-20
c. Thepriceof putting the kingdom first in our lives?- Mt 6:33

Our response to the gospel, and how we live our lives as Chrigtians, demonstrate our true estimation of
the “treasure” of the kingdom of heaven!
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Pearl Of Great Price (Mt 13:45-46)

INTRODUCTION

1. In“TheParable Of TheHidden Treasure”, | suggested...

a. That Jesuswas depicting the “ value” of the kingdom to one who accidentdly finds it

b. That Paul’s converson was an example of how oneiswilling to give up dl in order to lay hold
of the“treasure” of the kingdom

c. That thevdue of the kingdom can be seen when we consder that it is:
1) A refuge from the powers of darkness- Co 1:13
2) A domain of righteousness, peace, and joy - Ro 14:17
3) An unshakable kingdom - He 12:25-29
4) Dedtined for eternd glory - Mt 13:41-43

2. Jesusfollowed His parable with another short parable...
a. Commonly cdled “ The Parable Of The Pear| Of Great Price” - Mt 13:45-46
b. Itssmilaity to the previous parableis obvious, and yet there is a difference

[The difference and some related thoughts will serve as the basis for our study as we take a closer look
a “ The Parable Of The Pear| Of Great Price”. We begin with...

|. THE PARABLE EXPLAINED

A. THE DETAILSOF THE PARABLE...
1. A merchant is seeking beautiful pearls
2. Hefindsone pearl of grest price
3. Undeterred by its price, he sdIs dl that he has and buysiit!

B. THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE...
1. Theuseof theword “Again” tiesthis parable to the preceding one
a. Where the vaue and preciousness of the kingdom was being described
b. Where we saw the vaue to one who accidentaly findsiit
2. Butinthis parable, the person ison amisson to find that which is of grest vaue
a. Hebdievesthereis something out there worth looking for, or he would not be seeking it
b. When hefindsit, heimmediatdy recognizesits value and iswilling to sl dl to obtain it
3. Nether this parable (nor the previous one) is suggesting we can “buy” or otherwise “earn”
our savation
a. For savationisadgift - cf. Ro 6:23
b. Wecan “buy” sdvation only in the sense of gaining rightful possession of it
1) Which we do by grace through faith - cf. Ep 2:8-9
2) When we submit to the working of God and the renewing the Holy Spirit which
takes place as we are baptized into Christ - cf. Co 2:11-13; Ti 3:4-7
4. This parable, then, describes how some people react to the kingdom of heaven, when they
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know there must be something out there worthy of great vaue and have been searching for
it

C. SOME BIBLICAL EXAMPLES...
1. TheEthiopian eunuch - Ac 8:26-38
a. Hisjourney to Jerusdlem to worship, his reading of Scripture while returning, indicates
he was spiritudly searching
b. Hisimmediate desire to be baptized shows his estimation of the vaue of the salvation
offered through Chrigt
2. Corndius - Ac 10:1-8,30-33
a. Hisprayersand dmswereindicative of his search for “righteousness’
b. Aspromised by Jesus (cf. Mt 5:6), God took note of his spiritua hunger and thirst, and
sent Peter to tell him the gospd of Chrigt
3. Lydia- Ac16:11-15
a.  Her meeting with other women to pray illugtrates her spiritud searching
b.  Upon hearing the things spoken by Paul, she and her household were baptized

[Each of these examples should remind us that there are many people who know thereis some “thing”,
some “purpose’, some “meaning’, that isworthy of diligent search, and who spend their livestrying to
find it. When by the grace and providence of God they cometo learn of Christ and His kingdom, they
arewilling to give up dl to obtain it!

These examples, and the parable itsdlf, confirm the truthfulness of Jesus’ teaching about those “ who
hunger and thirst for righteousness’. That those who “hunger”, those who “search”, will indeed
find what God has for them!

It might be that we may “sumble” across the blessings God has in Christ and Hiskingdom (asin “The
Parable Of The Hidden Treasure”). But do we want to risk our salvation on possibly “sumbling”
acrossit?

What can we do to ensure that we will find what God has for us? Well, we need to be like that
merchant, “searching” for that “pearl of great price’. How does do that in regards to spiritua matters...]

II. SEARCHING FOR “THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE”

A. FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH - Ac 8:27-28
1. Beasdudent of the Scriptures
2. Apply the Scriptures to the best of your understanding
3. Beopen to what others may have to share concerning the Scriptures

B. FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF THE BEREANS- Ac17:10-11
1. Again, be open to what others may to share
2. But gpply diligence (i.e., “readiness of mind”) to understand what others are saying
3. Andintheend, let the Scriptures be your find authority
4. Demondrateit by “searching the Scriptures daily”
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CONCLUSION

1.

3.

Like the Ethiopian eunuch, the Bereans, Corndlius, Lydia, and many other religious people...

a. Wemay belost in our present state of understanding of God' swill

b. Butif wewill search like that “merchant” did, and have the desire to understand and please God
like these people did...

c. ..thenwecantrustin God s Providence to lead us to the truth, and to that “pearl of greeat
price’!

Isthe “pearl of great price” worth it?

a. Agan, | wish | could invite those who have passed on to give ustheir perspective

b. Who though they may have suffered grestly in thislife, have come to experience the ultimate
blessngs of the “kingdom of heaver?’

-- | am confident they would say “It is surdly worth it al!”

And the blessings of the kingdom are not limited to the life hereafter; as Jesus reassured Peter, there
are hundredfold blessings even “inthistime” - cf. Mk 10:28-30

Dear friend, do you not desire this “pearl of great price’? Areyou even searching? Canwe helpyouin
your search?
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Dragnet (Mt 13:47-50)

INTRODUCTION

1.

We have seen where Jesus taught two parables concerning the growth and development of the
kingdom:

a “TheParable Of TheMustard Seed’ - Mt 13:31-32

b. “TheParable Of The Leaven’ - Mt 13:33

We aso saw where Jesus taught two parables concerning the value and pr eciousness of the
kingdom:

a. “TheParable Of TheHidden Treasure” - Mt 13:44

b. “TheParable Of The Pear|l Of Great Price” - Mt 13:45-46

Jesus a'so taught two parables depicting the present mixture and future separ ation invalving the

kingdom of heaven:

a. Thefirg was“ The Parable of The Wheat And The Tares’, which we have dready studied
- Mt 13:24-30,36-43

b. Thesecondis” The Parable Of The Dragnet”, which will be the focus of thisstudy - Mt 13:
47-50

In each case where there are two parables seemingly addressing the same subject, there are subtle
differences in which different aspects of the kingdom are being stressed
a. Inthetwo parables describing the growth and development of the kingdom...
1) Onedepictsthe visible growth (The Mustard Seed)
2) The other depictstheinvisble growth (The Leaven)
b. Inthetwo parables describing the value and preciousness of the kingdom...
1) Oreillugraesthe vadue of the kingdom to one accidentally findsit (The Hidden Treasure)
2) Theother illugrates the vaue of the kingdom to one seeking it (The Pearl Of Gresat Price)

[Inasmilar way, we will notice a subtle difference between “ The Parable of The Wheat And The
Tares” and“ The Parable Of The Dragnet”...]

THE PARABLE EXPLAINED

A. THE DETAILSOF THE PARABLE...
1. A “dragnet” was cast into the sea
2. Asdefined by the Holman Bible Dictionary, a“dragnet” is...
a. “A largefishing net equipped with aweighted bottom edge for touching (“dragging”) the
river or lake bottom and a top with wooden floats alowing the net to be spread across
the water (Isa 19:8).”
b. “Such netswere normaly let down from aboat and then drawn to shore by a crew
positioned on the beach. In the case of alarge catch the net was hauled to shore by
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boat (Jn 21.6-8).”
3. Once the dragnet was drawn to shore, the fish were separated; those good for eating were
saved in vessdls, the inedible were discarded

B. THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE...
1. Aswith “The Parable Of The Wheet And The Tares’, Jesus explains what this
parable means - Mt 13:49-50
a. Thekingdom of heaven, in its present state, will be a mixture of good and bad
1) Just like a dragnet gathers in both good and bad fish
2) Wesaw in “The Parable Of The Whesat And Tares’ that thiswill be due to the
influence of Satan, such that there will be those “that offend, and those who practice
lawlessness’ - cf. Mt 13:41
3) Paul wrotethat in “agreat house” (i.e., the church) some vessds are “for honor and
some for dishonor” - 2 Ti 2:20-21
b. Butinthefuturetherewill bea separation - Mt 13:49
1) Itwill occur “at the end of the age” - cf. Mt 13:39-40
2) Theagents of this separation will be the “angds” - cf. Mt 13:41
3) The“wicked” will be separated from the “just” (i.e, the righteous) - cf. Mt 13:41
c. Thepunishment of the“wicked’ isdescribed- Mt 13:50
1) “cad...intothe furnace of fire” - cf. Mt 13:42a
2) “Therewill bewalling and gnashing of teeth.” - Mt 13:42b
2. Ingiving His explanation, we see the emphagis of Jesusin this parable, and the fundamental
difference between it and “The Parable Of The Wheat And The Tares’
a Theemphassisupon...
1) The“future’ separation of those in the kingdom
2) The punishment of the wicked
b. Unlike“The Parable Of The Wheat And The Tares’...
1) Thereisnothing in the explanation related to the “present” mixture in the kingdom
- contrast that with Mt 13:24-30
2) Thereisnothing depicting the blessedness of the righteous - contrast that with M t
13:43

[“ The Parable Of The Dragnet”, then, reinfor ces the soiritud truths taught in “The Parable Of The
Wheat And Tares’, especidly those relating to the coming judgment and condemnation of the
wicked.

That Jesus would emphasi ze the judgment and condemnation of the wicked in this parable ought to
impress upon us that the * good news” of the kingdom of heaven aso contains * bad news” for
those who rgject it. Since this parable focuses on the “destiny” of the wicked, this might be a good time
to review what Jesus Himsdlf taught on the subject...

. JESUS' TEACHINGSON THE DESTINY OF THE WICKED

A. JESUSTAUGHT THE WICKED WILL BE JUDGED...
1. We have seen thistruth illustrated in the two parables we have been comparing
2. Hewarned those cities that rgjected Him of the coming judgment - Mt 11:20-24
The Parables Of Jesus 33




Mark A. Copeland

3. He spoke of the condemnation that would come upon His generation - Mt 12:41-42
4. Thewicked would be raised unto condemnation, unlike the righteous - Jn 5:24-30

B. JESUSTAUGHT THE WICKED WILL BE SEPARATED FROM GOD...
1. He spoke of this separation in His sermon on the mount - Mt 7:21-23
2. Again, when describing the judgment scene - Mt 25:41-46

C. JESUSTAUGHT THE WICKED WILL BE CAST INTO “HELL"...
1. A term used most often by Jesus to describe the destiny of the wicked

a
b.

C.

The Greek word is “geenna”’ {gheh -en-nah} , which in Hebrew is “Ge-HinnonT

B. W. Johnson comments. “ The term Gehenna ar ose from the valley of Hinnom,
south of Jerusalem, wher e the Canaanites burned human sacrificesto Moloch.
After thereturn of the Jews from the Captivity they made it a place of
defilement, where therefuse of the city was thrown and burned. The namewas
applied to the place of future punishment by the Jews. Theword is often used
in the New Testament, and always denotes a place of future punishment.”
Found twelve (12) timesin the New Testament, and it is used only by Jesus with one
exception (Ja 3:6)

2. Jesus used the term to describe the find place of punishment...

a
b.
C.
d

In His sermon on the mount - Mt 5:21-22,29-30
When sending His gpostles on the “limited’” commission - Mt 10:28
In warning againgt persona sumbling blocks- Mt 18:8-9

. Perhgpsthe most vivid use of thistermisin Mk 9:43-48

Jesus evidently used thisword because it properly spoke to His contemporaries the
horror and abomination of the eterna destiny awaiting the wicked!

3. Thisplace cdled “hdl” was originaly prepared for the devil and hisangels (Mt 25:41), but
will serve as the place of punishment for the wicked as well

D. JESUSTAUGHT THE WICKED WILL SUFFER TORMENT...
1. They will experience*the furnace of fire”

a

b.

C.
d.

Asdescribed in “The Parable Of The Wheat And The Tares’, and “The Parable Of
The Dragnet” - Mt 13:42,50

This“furnace of fire’ isthe same as...

1) The*firé’ of Gehenna- Mt 5:22; 18:8-9

2) The“lakedf fire’ - Re 20:12-15; 21:8

A firethat is never quenched - Mk 9:43-48

Notice Jesus’ description of Hades (the temporary dwelling of the wicked dead) - Lk
16:22-24

2. They will experience” wailing and gnashing of teeth”

a
b.

Astold in the two parables we have considered - Mt 13:42,50
Jesus used the smilar expression “weeping and gnashing of teeth’” on other occasions
- Mt 8:12 22:13; 24:51; 25:30

3. They will experience” outer darkness’

a

Asin the punishment of ...
1) The“sonsof the kingdonT (unbelieving Isradlites) - Mt 8:12
2) The"“unprepared wedding guest” (those who mistakenly believe they are saved?)

The Parables Of Jesus 34



Mark A. Copeland

- Mt 22:13

3) The“unprofitable servant” (dothful Chrigians?) - Mt 25:30

b. And the punishment described by Peter and Jude for fase teachers- 2 Pe 2:17; Ju 13

4. They will experience* everlasting punishment”

a.  Thepunishment for the wicked is as “everlasing” as the life given the righteous - M t
25:46

b. Thewicked will be“punished”’ with “everlasting destruction” from the presence of the
Lord-2Th 1:9

CONCLUSION

1. AsJesuswent about “ preaching the gospd of the kingdom” (Mt 4:23), He did not hold back...
a. Hecdled upon the people to repent - cf. Mt 4:17
b. Hewarned them of the impending judgment and torment to come
1) Assenin“The Parable Of Dragnet”
2) Asseeninour survey of Jesus' teaching on the destiny of the wicked

2. If weareto proclaim the “gospd of the kingdont” faithfully...
a. We must not only preach the “good news’ of the kingdom...
b. Wemus dso tell the “bad news’ Christ revedled through His parables and other teachings!

Dear friend, are you living in view of the coming judgment? When “the great separation’ is made,
where will you be? Why not be “born again of the water and the Spirit”, so you may enter that
wonderful kingdom?-Jn 3:5; Mk 16:16; Ac 2:36-39
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Householder (Mt 13:51-52)

INTRODUCTION

1. Following Hisexplanation of “ The Parable Of The Dragnet” (Mt 13:47-50), we find Jesus
asking Hisdisciples “Have you understood all these things?” (Mt 13:51)

2. Thisquestion likely relates not just to the preceding parable, but to al of those recorded in this

chapter:

The Parable Of The Sower - Mt 13:3-9,18-23

The Parable Of The Wheat And The Tares- Mt 13:24-30,36-43

The Parable Of The Mustard Seed - Mt 13:31-32

The Parable Of The Leaven - Mt 13:33

The Parable Of The Hidden Treasure - Mt 13:44

The Parable Of The Pearl Of Great Price - Mt 13:45-46

The Parable Of The Dragnet - Mt 13:47-50

All of which reved truths rdated to “ the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” - Mt 13:11

@ "~po0oTw

3. When His disciples answer in the affirmative, Jesustdls yet another parable...
a. Thisoneiscdled“ The Parable Of The Householder” - Mt 13:52
b. Thisparable, however, is describing not so much the kingdom of heaven itsdlf, but those
(especidly “scribes”) who have been ingructed concerning the kingdom

[As we take the time to consider what Jesus said, seeking to glean what truths and principles we can
from Him, let' sfirst look closdly at...]

|. THE PARABLEITSELF

A. JESUSISMAKING A POINT ABOUT A “SCRIBE"...

1
2.

w

“Therefore every scribe instructed about the kingdom of heaven...”

From the “Holman Bible Dictionary’, a scribe was a* Person trained in writing skills
and used to record events and decisions (Jer 36:26; 1 Chr 24:6; Est 3:12). During
the Exilein Babylon educated scribes appar ently became the expertsin God's
written word, copying, preserving, and teaching it. Ezra wasa scribein this sense of
expert in teaching God' sword (Ezr 7:6). A professional group of such scribes
developed by New Testament times, most being Pharisees (Mk 2:16). They
interpreted the law, taught it to disciples, and wer e expertsin cases wher e people
wer e accused of breaking the law of Moses. They led in plansto kill Jesus (Lk
19:47) and heard His stern rebuke (Mt 23).”

They were more than smply copyists, but students and ingtructors as well

It would be assumed, therefore, that a scribe would be expected to understand the finer
points of the Law of Moses
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B. A SCRIBE “INSTRUCTED CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN...”
1. Jesus pointisnot about a norma scribe, who would understand only the Law
2. But ascribe who would be ingtructed about the kingdom of heaven (viathe parables)

C. SUCH A SCRIBE “ISLIKE A HOUSEHOLDER...
1. A householder with “treasure” , something of great vaue
2. Treasurethat isboth “new’ and “old”
1) The*dd” tressure would be his understanding of the Law
2) The“new” treasure would be his understanding of the kingdom of heaven

[ The parable and its explanation gppear smple enough to understand. But there are a'so implications
from the parable that are worthy of careful consideration...]

. IMPLICATIONSFROM THE PARABLE

A. EVERY DISCIPLE ISLIKE A SCRIBE...
1. Thisimplicationisafar oneto make
a. Because the parable wastold in response to a question asked of His disciples
b. Because Hisdisciples..
1) ...had been told that only by understanding the Word can one bear good fruit - M t
13:23
2) ...had been asked whether they “understood dl these things?” - Mt 13:51
c. Understanding God's Word was a fundamental aspect of being a scribe!
2. Elsawhere Jesus makesit clear that His disciples must be like scribes
a. Thevery word “disciple” meansa*“learner”, which requires one to be like a scribe
b. Inthe Great Commission...
1) Jesustold His apostlesto “make disciples’ (i.e., learners) - Mt 28:19
2) Hisdiscipleswould then be “taught” dl that Christ commanded - Mt 28:20

B. EVERY DISCIPLE ISA LIKE HOUSEHOLDER WITH TREASURE...

1. That treasure isthe Word of God, which even with the partia revelaion of the Old
Testament was...
a. “Moreto bedesired than gold, yea, than much fine gold” - cf. Ps19:7-11
b. Better than dlver, fine gold, and rubies; and “ all the things you may desire cannot

compare with her.” - cf. Pr 3:13-18

2. Thevdue of that treasure is enhanced with the full and find revelation of God’ s Will through

His Son Jesus Chrigt - cf. Co 2:2-3

C. EVERY DISCIPLE HASBOTH OLD AND NEW TREASURE...

1. Not just the new treasure, but the old aswell

2. Some Chrigtians may downplay the importance of the Old Testament, but we shouldn't!
a. It waswritten for our learning, to provide patience, comfort and hope - Ro 15:4
b. It waswritten for our admonition -1 Co 10:11

3. Darewethrow away old treasure, just because we have been blessed to receive new?
a. That whichis“dd” can help us appreciate more fully that which is*“new”!
b. It can help make us “wisefor sdvation through faith whichisin Chrigt” - 2 Ti 3:14-15
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c. As“stripture’ insoired of God, it is dill profitable-2 Ti 3:16-17
4. Of course, we must “rightly divide” the word of truth-2 Ti 2:15
a. By obsarving the digtinction between the Old and New Covenants - cf. He 8:6-13
b. By remembering that it isthe fuller revelaion provided by the New that helpsto explain
the “mystery” of the Old - e.g., Lk 24:25-27,44-47
1) Itwasnot until Jesus fulfilled and then explained Old Testament prophecies that His
disciples were able to understand
2) Sowe should not seek to understand the New in light of the Old, but the Old in light
of the New!

CONCLUSION

1. Themain point | wish to stressisthat as disciples of Jesus we have been richly blessed!
a. Jesussad it was because we have been blessed to see and hear things others did not - Mt 13:
16-17
b. When we understand the parables and His other teachings concerning the kingdom of heaven,
aswell asthe Old Testament, then we have treasur e added upon treasure!

2. But we must be like the scribes of old to enjoy these treasures...
a. Emulaing especidly the example of Ezra- Ezr 7:10
b. Preparing our hearts to seek the Word, to do it, and then to teach it

3. Do we appreciate the greeat treasure we have available to us?
a. Do we appreciate its greatness because it done points us...
1) To Himwho isthe center and theme of its revdation, Jesus Chrit?
2) And to Hiskingdom that is everlagting?
b. Or arewe like so many, who forsake this greet treasure for that which is temporary, and does
not redly saisfy?

Don't alow the digtractions of thisworld to cause the “treasures’ to dip through your fingerd
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Unmerciful Servant (Mt 18:21-35)

INTRODUCTION

1. TheParables Of Jesus we have consdered so far have centered around the kingdom of heaven
itsdlf...
a. How the*seed” of the kingdom would be received (* The Sower” )
b. Itsmixed character and future consummation (* The Wheat And The Tares’, “ The Dragnet” )
c. Itsgrowth and development (* The Mustard Seed” , “ The Leaven”)
d. Itsexceeding vadue (“ The Hidden Treasur€e’ , “ The Pearl Of Great Price”)

2. The next parable we shall consider is one that describesthe character of the citizens which areto
make up the kingdom...
a. Itiscommonly caled“ The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant”
b. Itisrecordedin Mt 18:21-35

[We begin our study by noticing...]

|. THE PARABLE AND ITSMESSAGE

A. THE OCCASIONWHICH LED TOITSTELLING...

1. Peter’squestion about forgiving abrother - Mt 18:21
a. He probably thought he was being very gracious
b. For many Jewish rabbis taught that three (3) times was sufficient

2. Jesus' initid response - Mt 18:22
a. Hisanswer isnot to be taken literaly
b. Rather, “ Jesus confronts Peter with the truth that the spirit of forgivenessreally

knows no boundaries” (Bdievers Study Bible)
3. Torenforce His point, Jesus proceeds to tell the parable...

B. THE PARABLE ITSELF...
1. A king shows mercy to his servant by canceling his huge debt - Mt 18:23-27
a. How large amount was 10,000 talents?
1) “If theAttictalent isintended, about 6,000 denarii wereinvolved in just one
Attictalent.” (BSB)
2) “Rememberingthat a denariuswasa day’s normal wage, the poor fellow
owed something like 60,000,000 denarii.” (BSB)
3) Using the rate of $50 as one day’ s wage, the amount would be $3,000,000,000
(3 billion dallarsd!)
b. Themercy of the king goes beyond the actua request
1) Therequest was for patience to pay the debt
2) Yet the king waswilling to forgive the debt entirely!
2. Tha servant in turn then refusesto canced afdlow servant’s petty debt - Mt 18:28-30
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How much was a hundred denarii?

1) Remember, a“denarii” was equivaent to aday' swage

2) Using the same rate above ($50/day), the amount would be $5000

The unmerciful servant refuses to heed the same pleamade earlier by himself

3. Thefind result: Upon this crud servant the king imposes the former sentence, even adding
toit! - Mt 18:31-34

a

b.

Before, he, hisfamily, and his possessions were only going to be sold
But now, heisto handed over to the “torturers’

C. THE LESSON OF THE PARABLE...
1. Asdated by Jesus Himsdf - Mt 18:35

a

b.

“So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does
not forgive his brother his trespasses.”
Failure to forgive a brother will bring severe punishment!

2. “Prompted by gratitude the forgiven sinner must always yearn to for give whoever
has trespassed against him” (unknown)
3. Wecan dso draw severd subsdiary lessons:

a

b
C.
d

We are dl God's debtors - Mt 18:23; cf. Ro 3:23

. None are able to pay what isowed - Mt 18:25

But by Chrig’s atoning sacrifice, the debt ispaid - Mt 18:27; cf. Mt 20:28

. Only those who are willing to forgive others can be assured that they are indeed

forgiven - Mt 18:35; cf. Mt 6:14-15

It should be easy to forgive others, for what we owe God is infinitely more than what
others owe us - Mt 18:32,33

The unforgiving person is destined for everlasting punishment! - Mt 18:34,35; cf. Ro
1:31

[Perhaps the most important point we learn from this parable is that the kingdom of heaven isto consst
of people who are both forgiven and forgiving, who have both recaeived mercy and are merciful. - cf. Ja

2:13

Understanding the importance of forgiving others, how can we develop aforgiving spirit?

II. DEVELOPING A FORGIVING SPIRIT

A. FOCUSON GOD’SFORGIVENESSOF YOU...
1. Thisiswhere the unmerciful servant went wrong
2. Thisishow Paul suggested we develop aforgiving spirit - Ep 4:32; Co 3:13

B. ALLOW THELORD TOHELPUSTO “FORGIVE AND FORGET" ...
1. Somemay protest and say “It isimpossible to forget!”
2. Butlet'sfirg define “forget”
a. To beunableto remember (something)

b.
C.
d.

To treat with thoughtless inattention; neglect: forget one’ sfamily
To leave behind unintentiondly
To fal to mention
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-- The American Heritage Dictionary
3. When| think of forgiving and forgetting, it is the lagt three definitions | have in mind
a. Technicdly, we may be able to recdl the offense to our minds
b. But for al practica purposes, we so disregard the offense that it is *out of mind”
4. |sthispossble? By the grace of God, yes
a. The example of Joseph - Gen 41:51
b. The attitude of Paul - Ph 3:13
-- Both these men had plenty of things dore to them that could have made them resentful,
but God helped them to “forget” those things
5. Can aperson who says “I will forgive but not forget”, truly have forgiven?
6. “If | say, ‘Yes, | forgive, but | cannot forget,” asthough the God, who twice a day
washes all the sandson all shoresof all the world, could not wash such memories
from my mind, then | know nothing of Calvary love” (Amy Camiched)

CONCLUSION

1.

| believe that when we truly contemplate the love, mercy, and forgiveness that God has shown usin
Christ Jesus...

a. Itisindeed possbleto forgive and forget

b. Atleast inthe sense of removing it from the attention of our minds

And from “ The Parable Of The Unmerciful Servant” ...

a Weshouldlearnthat it is essentid that we do 0

b. For the citizens of the kingdom of heaven are to be characterized by the attitudes of mercy and
forgiveness towards others

“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.” - Jesus (Mt 6:14-15)

Have we dlowed the mercy of God to melt our hearts? Have we even accepted the mercy of God into
our lives by obeying Jesus Chrig? Allow “ The Parable Of The Unmerciful Servant” to remind us
that both are possible!
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The Parables Of Jesus
ThelLaborersin TheVineyard (Mt 20:1-16)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous study in “The Parables Of Jesus™...
a. We saw that an unforgiving spirit has no place in the hearts of those who would make up the
kingdom of heaven
b. Cf.“The Unmerciful Servant”, Mt 18:21-35

2. Our next parable identifies another attitude of heart that has no place in the kingdom...
a. Thisparableisknown as® TheLaborersin The Vineyard”
b. Foundin Mt 20:1-16, let’s begin with a careful reading of it (READ)

3. Themeaning of this parable has chalenged many expositors, and explanations offered have
been varied

[While admittedly difficult, | believe the main point can be determined with afar degree of certainty.
Especidly if we begin by taking into congderation...]

. THE SETTING

A. THE CONVERSATION WITH THE RICH YOUNG RULER - Mt 19:16-22
1. Jesus had been gpproached by this man with a question concerning eternd life
2. Inthe course of their conversation, Jesus chalenged the young man to give up dl and follow
Him
3. The man went awvay sorrowful, unable to accept the challenge

B. THE DISCUSSION WITH THE DISCIPLES - Mt 19:23-26
1. Jesusused this opportunity to teach how difficult it isfor the rich to enter the kingdom of
heaven
2. This causesthe disciples to wonder who then could be saved?
3. Jesus' responseisthat with God al things are possible

C. THE QUESTION RAISED BY PETER - Mt 19:27

1. Unlike the rich young man, Peter and the other disciples had accepted the chdlenge to give
up dl and follow Jesus - cf. Mt 4:18-22

2. Soheasks “Thereforewhat shall we have?’

3. It appearsthat Peter iswanting to know...
a. If therich can be saved (though bardly, and with the help of God)...
b. What morewill those receive, who have given up dl to follow Chrigt?

4. Peter’squestion could be viewed as coming from acommercid or mercenary spirit...
a. l.e, having some sort of persond profit asachief am
b. l.e, motivated solely by adesre for persond gain
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Peter’ s motive may have been pure, in which case Jesus' complete answer may have been
designed to be a“preemptive strike” againgt any improper motives

D. THE REPLY GIVEN BY JESUS - Mt 19:28-30

1.

2.

Firdt, an assurance...
a. Specificdly, to the gpostles- Mt 19:28
1) Inthe“regeneration’, they will be judging the twelve tribes of 1sradl
2) Thispromise could refer ether to:
a) Their role as gpostlesin the gospd age following Pentecost - cf. Mt 16:19
b) A specid role following the return of Christ when He comes to judge the world
- cf. Mt 25: 31-ff
b. Gengadly, todl distiples-Mt 19:29
1) Inthislife, a“hundredfold” houses, brothers, ssters, etc.
2) Inthe ageto come, “eveladinglife” - cf. Mk 10:29-30
3) l.e, thosawho give up dl will recelve more than enough in return
But then, awarning - Mt 19:30
a. “But many who arefirst will belast, and the last first.”
b. A rather cryptic warning, one repested againin Mt 20:16

[Since this warning both precedes and follows the parable we are sudying, it is evident that the parable
was told to explain the warning! And since the warning was firgt given in response to Peter’ s question,
any explanation of the parable should be based upon the setting that preceded its telling.

With thisin mind, let’s proceed to consider...]

II. THE PARABLE AND ITSMESSAGE

A. THE PARABLE SUMMARIZED...

1.

2.

Early in the morning, alandowner hires laborers to work for an agreed upon wage - M t
20:1-2
Later, a different hours of the day, he finds more and hiresthem aso, for afair but
unspecified wage - Mt 20:3-7
At the end of the day, they are dl paid equdly, which irritates those who had worked dl
day - Mt 20:8-12
The landowner responds to the complainers...
a. | treated you fairly, for you recelved according to our agreement - Mt 20:13-14a
b. I wishto pay the others the same-Mt 20:14b

1) Dol havenot theright?- Mt 20:15a

2) Areyou envious, because | am gracious? - Mt 20:15b
Jesus concludes by repesting the warning - Mt 20: 16 (Some manuscripts add another
waning. “ For many are called, but few chosen” )

B. THE MESSAGE OF THE PARABLE...
1. Many and varied have been the interpretations, for example...

a  Thevarious bands of workers are the O.T. saints; those cdled at the e eventh hour are
the apostles
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The workersfirg called are the Jaws, those called |ast are the Gentiles

The parable represents the whole gospe age up to Christ’ s return, and the workers are
groups saved at various periods

It refersto different periods of a person'slifein which he may respond to the Lord:
some reponding early, otherslatein life

2. Sincethis parableisin response to Peter’ s question, | suggest...

a

That the first workers represent the apostles and others like them

1) Who are cdled by Chrit through the gospdl early inlife

2) And who therefore may labor long and hard in the “vineyard” (i.e., the kingdom of
God)

The other workers represent those who are called by Chrigt viathe gospel at various

times

1) Someof whom arecdled laein life

2) Who do not have opportunity to do as much for the Lord

3. Inlight of thisinterpretation, the main point of the parableis.

a

b.

Wheat everyone receives will be more than fair (“ Did you not agree with me...?")
No one hasthe right to question the gener osity of the Lord (“ Isit not lawful for me
to do what | wish with my own things?”)

Those who may serve long and hard should not be envious if others receive the same
reward (“ Isyour eye evil because | am good?”)

Therefore no one should serve the Lord with acommercid or mercenary spirit!

1) The very danger Peter was close to fdling into by the question he raised!

2) A danger to which we are dl susceptible!

4. Perhaps| should stressthat this parable is NOT saying that those who purposdly put off
obeying Chrigt until the last moment can be saved!

a

b.

If that were the point, the parable would have been worded differently

1) Notice that those who responded at the late hour of the day had not been working
“Because no one hired us” - Mt 20:7

2) They accepted the offer as soon as they heard it, though late in the day

--  They were not people who turned down many opportunities to accept the offer to
labor in the vineyard, only to accept at the last hour!

Whether one can be saved a the last moment after lifelong rgjection of the gospd is

another question

1) Oneinwhich only the Lord can rightfully answer

2) However, notice what is said of those who remain in a condition of rgecting the
gospe!:
a) They judge themsdves unworthy of everlaging life - cf. Ac 13:46
b) They are storing up for themsaves wrath in the day of wrath - c¢f. Ro 2:4-11

CONCLUSION

1. Itismy understanding that the proper gpplication of this parableisthis...
a. When we are called by the gospel to obey Christ, we should respond at once!
1) For some, we may hear the invitaion early inlife
2) Others may not come to know of the gospd until latein life
b. Aslaborersinthevineyard (i.e, the kingdom), we should work diligently in whatever
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time we may have |eft
1) Wemay be blessed to offer afull life of serviceto the Lord
2) Or we may only have ashort time
c. Weshould do whatever we can without a commercial or mercenary spirit (e.g., “Do | get
more because | gave more?’)

2. With this parable, we learn more about those in the kingdom of heaven...
a Jud asthe parable of “ The Unmerciful Servant” teaches us thereis no place in the kingdom
of heaven for “an unforgiving sairit”...
b. Sotheparableof “TheLaborersin TheVineyard” teachesusthereisno roomin the
kingdom of heaven for those with ether “amercenary spirit” or “an envious spirit”!

3. My fdlow Chrigtians, what is our attitude toward our service to Christ?
a. Oneof gratitude?
b. Or oneof commercidism?
-- Thereisonly one attitude that is acceptable!

4. For those who are not yet Chrigtians...
a. Why not let the gracious spirit of the “landowner” reveded in this parable encourage you to
accept the grace of God in humble obedience to His gospe ?
b. Why not live out the rest of your lifein grateful service to Him?
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Two Sons (Mt 21:28-32)

INTRODUCTION

1. Asseeninthelast two parables, Jesus often responded to questions from His discipleswith a
parable
a Cf.“TheUnmerciful Servant” (Mt 18:21-35), in reply to a question about forgiveness
b. Cf.“TheLaborersin TheVineyard” (Mt 20:1-16), in reply to a question about what
disciples would receive who have given up dl to follow Jesus

2. Heaso usad parablesin replying to some of the chalenges by those who opposed Him
a. During Hisfina week in Jerusdem, He is chdlenged by religious leaders - Mt 21:23-27
b. Inresponse, He told three parables...
1) “TheTwo Sons” - Mt 21:28-32
2) “TheWicked Vinedressers” - Mt 21:33-46
3) “TheWedding Feast” - Mt 22:1-14

[In this lesson, we shadl focus our attention on the parable of “ The Two Sons” (Mt 21:28-32), looking
fird at...]

|. THE PARABLE AND ITSEXPLANATION

A. THE PARABLEITSELFISQUITE SSMPLE...
1. Itisan account of aman with two sons and avineyard
2. Thefather tdls histwo sons to work in the vineyard
a. Thefirg son sayshewon't go, but later regretted it and went
b. The second son said he would, but did not actudly go

B. JESUSEXPLAINSTHE PARABLE...
1. Hebeginswith aquestion: “Who of the two did the will of hisfather?”
2. Theanswer isobvious, and thereligious leadersreply “ The first”
3. Jesus’ reply to the religious leadersis then very direct

a. “Assuredly, | say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of
God before you.”

b. “For John cameto you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe
him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw it, you did
not afterward relent and believe him.”

4. Jesuswas gpplying this parable to the religious leaders of His day

a. They were like the second son, who said he would go, but didr't

b. Whereas those tax collectors and harlots who repented at the preaching of John were
like the first son, who first said no, but then went

5. It must have been a shock to hear Jesustell them that those despised by the Jews would
enter the kingdom of God before their religious leaders
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6. But asLukerecordsin hisgospd...
a. Thetax collectors (and others) who accepted John' s baptism “ justified God”
b. Whereas those religious leaders who were not baptized “ rejected the counsel of God
for themselves’ - Lk 7:29-30

[Jesus will have more to say concerning these religious leadersin His next two parables, but what
important lesson can we draw from this parable for us today?}

II. APPLYING THE PARABLE TODAY

A. THE MAIN POINT OF THE PARABLE...

1. Isitnot that we must be“ doers” and not “ sayers” ?

2. AsHendriksen saysin hiscommentary: “ That lesson is, of cour se, this. the doing of
thewill of God isthe one thing needful.”

3. Jesus emphasized this truth on other occasons aswdll:
a. InHis Sermon on the Mount - Mt 7:21-27
b. Ingiving The Great Commission before His ascension to heaven - Mt 28:20

4. AsJohn Stott wrote: “ Greatnessin the kingdom of God ismeasured in terms of
obedience.” (Authentic Chrigtianity)

B. THISLESSON ISONE SORELY NEEDED TODAY. ...
1. Thedoctrinesof cheap grace and easy believism have created a generation of “sayers’
and not “doers’
a. Many profess Jesus as Lord, but then don't do what He says - cf. Lk 6:46
b. They arelike the second son, who says he will do the father’ swill, but does't
2. Misunderstanding the doctrine of “ salvation by grace through faith”, many people have
concluded that requiring obedience to God’s command is* legalism” or “ salvation by
wor ks of merit”
a. Y nothing could be further from the truth!
b. Keeping the commandments of God is essentid to sdlvation - Mt 7:21-23; 28:20; Jn
14:15,21,23; 15:10,14; 1 Co 7:19; 1 Jn 2:3-4
3. What we must remember isthis..
a. When we keep God's commandments, we in no way earn or merit savation
b. Wesmply do that which is our duty to do, and dwaysremain “ unprofitable
servants” saved by grace- cf. Lk 17:10; Ti 3:4-7
c. Yd,wedill “should be careful to maintain good works’! - Ti 3:1,8,14

CONCLUSION

1. Remember that it was the “religious leeders’ in Jesus’ day ...
a. Who “rejected the counsel of God for themselves’ in not accepting John’ s teaching for the
need for repentance and baptism
b. Who likdly believed that they had good “theologica grounds’ for not heeding the smple
commands of God given through His preachers

2. Indmilar fashion, many “religious leaders’ of our day...
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a. Rgect the dear teaching of Christ and His gpostles concerning the commands to repent and be
baptized - cf. Mk 16:15-16; Ac 2:38

b. They rgect the “counsd of God for themsdves’ based upon “theologica grounds’

-- When the common man who reads without preconceived notions has no problem understanding
what the Scriptures teach on the subject

3. Could it be that today there are many people (even “tax collectors’ and “harlots’) who will enter the
kingdom of God before many rdigious people do?

Wheat kind of “son” are you? One who doesthe will of his Father? Or one who says he will, but in the
end does not? How you respond to the commands of our Lord determines the difference...
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The Parables Of Jesus
TheWicked Vinedressers (Mt 21:33-46)

INTRODUCTION

1. Aswesaw inour last study, Jesus often used parables to reply to those who opposed Him

2. Intheparableof “The Two Sons” (Mt 21:28-32), Jesus responded to those who had regjected
John the Baptist

3. Butinthepardbleof “The Wicked Vinedressers” (Mt 21:33-46), Jesus vividly describes the
anfulness of those rdigious leaders who were rgecting the very Son of God!

[Let’s begin with areading of the parable and Jesus’ follow-up comments (READ). Thisis one parable
in which Jesus’ meaning and purpose is very evident...]

|. THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE

A. THEVARIOUSITEMSOF THE PARABLE ARE EVIDENT...
1. Thevineyard immediately bringsto mind Isradl
a. Thefigure of avineyard referring to Isradl was well-known - cf. 1sa 5:1-7
b. But hereitisnot Israel asanation per ...
1) Rather, “the special advantages and opportunities which were given to the
people asthe chosen seed” (W.M. Taylor, The Parables of Our Savior)
2) For later Jesus explains the vineyard (or kingdom of God) “will be given to anation
producing itsfruit” - cf. Mt 21:43
The landowner who planted the vineyard is God
3. Thewicked vinedressers represents Israel’ s leaders - cf. Mt 21:45
a. Ther chief priests, scribes, elders, and al their followers
b. Therefore, the physcal nation of Isradl asawhole
4. The servants who were sent in behdf of the landowner represents the prophets
a. Asanation, Israel rgected many of her prophets - cf. 2 Chr 36:15-16
b. Notethe plaintive cry of Jesus over Jerusalem later on - Mt 23:37
5. Thelandowner's son is Jesus Chrigt Himsdlf

N

B. THE SUCCEEDING QUESTIONS AND ANSWERSREVEAL JESUS' INTENT...
1. Which wasto help them see why God would be just
a. Inbringing condemnation upon |sragl
b. Ingiving the blessings of Isradl to those more deserving - cf. Mt 21:43
2. Indeed, their rgjection of Jesus had been foretold in the Scriptures - Mt 21:42; cf. Psa
118:22,23
a. The“builders’ were the reigious leaders of the nation
b. The"stone” which they regjected was Christ
C. Y, thisstone would be made a*“chief cornerstone” by God Himsdlf

The Parables Of Jesus 49



Mark A. Copeland

1) Inwhich God would build a something “new “
2) l.e, the church in which both Jew and Gentile were fellow citizens of the household
of God- cf. Ep 2:19-20
3. Indaborating on “the stone which the builders rgected”, Jesus revedsthe terrible

conseguence for those who rgject it - Mt 21:44

a.  Another way of saying it is anyone who opposes Christ is destined to fal, even be
“pulverized’

b. Thesamewas sad of those who would not trust inthe Lord in Isaiahi sday - cf. I sa 8:
13-15

[The main lesson of this parable can be summarized in thewords of Ps2:12...
“Kiss (i.e, pay homage to) the Son, lest He be angry,
And you perish in the way,
When Hiswrath iskindled but a little.
“Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.”

So obvious was Jesus’ meaning and intent in telling this parable, that the religious leaders would have
arested Him at that moment had it not been for the people (Mt 21:45-46).

What gpplication can we make for oursaves from this parable? Isthere alesson for ustoday that can
be drawn...?]

II. AN APPLICATION OF THE PARABLE

A. FIRST,NOTE THAT GOD OFTEN BESTOWSWONDERFUL PRIVILEGES...
1. ThisHe had done with the nation of Isragl
a. Likeapreciousvineyard, God planted Israel in Canaan
b. Heblessad the nation with laws, priests, prophets, and other specid privileges
c. Heeventualy sent His only begotten Son astheir Messiah
2. How about us today?
a. Have we not received wonderful privileges from God?
b. We enjoy free access to the Word of God, and the freedom to worship without fear of
persecution; many in the world do not
c. Weare blessed to hear things that prophets, kings, and saints of old desired to hear and
were not able - cf. Mt 13:16-17

B. SECOND, NOTE HOW PEOPLE OFTEN MAKE BAD USE OF THEIR
PRIVILEGES...
1. Thehigtory of Isral as anation established by God
a. They condgtently murmured againgt God in the wilderness
b. They turned away from God time and again during the period of the Judges
C. They persecuted His prophets, and eventualy rejected His own Son
2. What about us today?
a. We have blessngs given to us through Christ
1) Theforgiveness of snsthrough Hisblood
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2) Thead of the Holy Spirit in putting to deeth the deeds of the body

3) Thejoy of fdlowship in the family of God

4) The privilege of sharing the gospe with adying world

And yet Chrigtians often turn their back on such blessings

1) They sn, and do not seek forgiveness

2) They do not seek the help God givesto ded with the problem of sin

3) They neglect ther brethren by forsaking the assembling, and by not developing
close relationships with them

4) They makelittle or no effort to soread the precious gospel of Christ

C. THIRD,NOTE THE AWFUL JUDGMENT THAT COMESUPON THOSE WHO
MAKE BAD USE OF THEIR PRIVILEGES...
1. Agan, thenaion of Igad isan example

a

oo o

e.

They suffered forty years of wandering in the wilderness

God dlowed neighboring nationsto be athorn in their sde

They endured Assyrian and Babylonian captivity

God destroyed their temple and their religion by the Syrians (167 B.C.) and the
Romans (70 A.D.)

He has indeed taken away the kingdom of God from them, and given it to anation
bearing thefruits of it - cf. Mt 21:43

2. Would God bring such judgments against His church or people today if they abuse their
privileges?

a

b.

Consder the words of Jesus - Jn 15:1-2,6; Re 2:4-5, 16; 3:1-3
Consder what was written to the Hebrew Chrigians - He 10: 26-31

3. Clearly, if we do not utilize our specid privileges..

a

b.

God will take away the blessngs we have (i.e., the kingdom of God)
And give it to someone who agppreciatesit (i.e. bears the fruit of it)

CONCLUSION

1. Truly God has given us wonderful blessngs..
a. Hemade usworthy to be* partakers of the inheritance of the saints’ - Co 1:12
b. He"hasdelivered usfrom the power of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of
the Son of Hislove” - Co1:13
c. InChrigt we have “redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins’ - Co 1:14
d. He sent us apostles and prophets of His Son, whose words are in the New Testament

2. Let usbe careful how we receive them (cf. Jn 13:20), for the next time the Beloved Son is sent, He
iscoming in terrifying judgment! -2 Th 1:7-10

Indeed, as Jesus said, “ For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required,
and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.” (Lk 12:48)
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Wedding Feast (Mt 22:1-14)

INTRODUCTION

1. Wecometo the third of three parables Jesus told when chalenged by the rdigious leadersin the
temple during His last week...
a “TheTwo Sons” wastold in regardsto their rgection of John the Baptist - Mt 21:28-32
b. “TheWicked Vinedressers” described how God would reject them because they had
regjected His prophets, and ultimately His own Son! - Mt 21:33-46
c. In“TheWedding Feast” , the wickedness and rebelliousness of the religious leadersis even
more vividly described - Mt 22:1-14

2. In“TheWedding Feast”, the Lord isreveding Himsdf and the nature of their rgection more
clearly than He did in the previous parable...
a. There He was indeed the son; but here He isaroyd son
b. Therethey were rgecting what they rightfully owed by way of contract; but here they are
rejecting kindness which had been gracioudy offered to them!

3. Inthis parable, we dso see an expansion of the eement of Divine Judgment...
a. The previous parable described judgment upon Israel for rgecting God's Son
b. Sodoesthisparable, but it aso describes judgment upon those who have accepted the King's
invitation, yet not in the way it was intended to be received!

[Let’ sread the parable beginning in Mt 22:1 (READ). Now let’s spend afew moments taking a closer
look...]

I. THE PARABLE “ANALYZED”

A. ANINVITATION SPURNED (1-10)
1. Thekingdom of heaven islikened to a wedding feast - Mt 22:1-2
a. Isaah had used the figure of afeast to prophecy of the Messianic age - 1s 25:6
b. TheBook of Revelation describes a future marriage of the Lamb and His Bride - Re
19:7
2. And yet theinvitation is spurned...
a. By thoseindifferent - Mt 22:3-5
b. By thoserebdlious- Mt 22:6
-- Jesus may have reference here to the Jewish nation, as He did in the parable of “The
Wicked Vinedressers’ - cf. Mt 21:33-46
3. TheKing'sfuriousreaction - Mt 22:7
a.  Those who had so caloudy reected His invitation, abused His servants, are themselves
destroyed
b. Many understand thisto be a prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem, which occurred
in70A.D.-cf. Lk 19:41-44
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4. Theinvitation isextended to others - Mt 22:8-10
a. Asinthe parable of “The Wicked Vinedressers®, the opportunity to enjoy the blessngs
of the kingdom of God is extended to others - cf. Mt 21:43
b. This has reference to the offer of the gospe and the kingdom to the Gentiles - cf. dso
Mt 8:5-12

B. A GUEST IMPROPERLY ATTIRED (11-14)
1. Without awedding garment - Mt 22:11-12
a. It wascustomary for the hosts to provide their guests suitable apparel
b. To not wear the provided garment showed alack of respect and appreciation
c. Nored excuse could be offered for not wearing one (*he was speechless’)
2. TheKing'sfuriousreaction - Mt 22:13
a.  Thesariousness of theinault is seen in the reaction of the king
b. The punishment described is smilar to that found in other parables- Mt 13:42,50
3. Jesus’ conclusion - Mt 22:14
a. Thissummarizes the main point of the entire parable
b. Theinvitation (cal) of God is extended to many, but few receiveit in such away to be
among the “chosen’

[This parable was clearly told in response to the rgection of the King’'s Son and His Kingdom by the
Jewish nation. However, e ements of the parable gpply to us aswell, for the invitation to attend “ The
Wedding Feast” isill being offered through the cal of the Gospdl!

With that in mind, congder afew more thoughts on...]

II. THE PARABLE “APPLIED”

A. HAVE YOU SPURNED THE FATHER'SINVITATION?
1. Through indifference?
a. Many people do not know God because of alack of interest
b. Ye God has so ordered the affairs of life to encourage faith and interest in Him
-cf. Ac17:26-27; Ro1:20; 1 Ti 2:3-4
c. For thisreason, even those who through indifference do not know God and obey the
gospe will be condemned - cf. 2 Th 1:7-10
2. Through rebeliousness?
a. There are many who know full well the Father’ sinvitation
b. But for whatever reason they rebd againd it
c. Insodoing, they despiseriches of God' s grace and store up for themselves God's
righteous indignation - cf. Ro 2:4-11

[Certainly al should respond to the Father’ sinvitation if they desire to enjoy the spiritud blessngs of
the kingdom of heaven. But aswe learn from the parable, thereismore.. ]

B. ARE YOU ATTIRED FOR THE WEDDING?
1. Many seek to attend the “wedding” in appard of their own choosing
a.  Some, not knowing the righteousness of God, have sought to establish their own - cf.

The Parables Of Jesus 53




Mark A. Copeland

Ro 10:1-3
b. People do thistoday, when they expect sdvation on terms different than those taught in
the gospd
1) E.g., trying to obtain salvation based upon their own good works
2) E.g., trying to obtain sdvation on faith without repentance and obedience
2. Wemud bewilling to put on the “apparel” that God gives us.
a Wemus “put on” Jesus Christ!
1) Firgt and foremos this involves clothing oursdves with Christ
2) Which Paul explains takes place in baptism - cf. Ga 3:26-27
-- Haveyou put Chrigt on in baptism?
b. Wemus “put on” the new man!
1) Paul appliesthefigure of putting on a garment to the development of Chrigtian
conduct and character - cf. Co 3:5-14
2) Do wewish to befound at the wedding feast adorned with the appard of the “old
man with his deeds’?
-- Areyou putting off the “old man", and putting on the “new man'?
c. Wemust “put on” righteous deeds!
1) John described the preparation for glorious wedding of the Lamb and His bride
- Re19:6-9
2) We understand that the “ righteous acts of the saints’ are not done to merit
sdvation - cf. Ti 3:4-5
3) They are doneto bring honor to God, and therefore we are to be ever ready and
zedlousto do good works - cf. Mt 5:16; Ti 3:1,8,14
-- Areyou doing what you can to “beautify” the wedding garment of the bride?

CONCLUSION

1. Wehavetruly been blessed to be given the opportunity to receive the Father’ sinvitetion to the
wedding feast of His Son!

2. But welearn from Jesus and His parables that the “kingdom of heaven?’ isfor those who thankfully
and properly receive the grace that God has to offer

3. Theexample of the nation of Isradl should serve as awarning to dl, both Jew and Gentile, that while
God'scdl of the gospd is open to dl, the saying of Jesus ill remainstrue...

“For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Y ou have been cdled, but will you be chosen?
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Wise And Foolish Virgins (Mt 25:1-13)

INTRODUCTION

1. We have seen that severd of Jesus’ parables describe the consummation of the “kingdom of
heaven” which takes place when Jesus returns...
a “TheWheat And Tares’ - Mt 13:24-30, 36-43
b. “TheDragnet” - Mt 13:47-50

2. Following His Discourse on the Mount of Olives in which He seems to address...
a. Either the destruction of Jerusdlem (which occurredin 70 A.D.)
b. Or Hiscoming at the end of the age (yet to occur)
...we find another parable: “The Wise And Foolish Virgins” - Mt 25:1-13

3. Scholars often debate over whether the discourse of Matthew 24 pertains...
a. Strictly to the destruction of Jerusalem that occurred in A.D. 70
b. Strictly to the Second Coming of Christ
c. Toboth events, asthefirg isatype or shadow of the latter, such that certain terms can be used
to describe both events, though figurative in one case and literd in another

4. Whichever it might be, in the find andyssthe parable of “ The Wise And Foolish Virgins” has
important lessons to be learned
a. For evenif Matthew 24 pertains solely to the destruction of Jerusaem...
b. ...other passagesin the New Testament teach the Second Coming of the Lord, and we need to
be watchful for that great event! - cf. 2 Pe 3:10-14

[With that in mind, let’ s use this opportunity to take a closer look at this parable Jesus taught...]

I. THE PARABLE ANALYZED

A. KEY ELEMENTSIN THE PARABLE...
1. Tenvirginsgoout with lampsto await the arriva of the bridegroom - Mt 25:1-4

a. FHvefoolish virginstake no ail

b. Fivewisevirginstake extraail

The bridegroom is ddlayed in hiscoming - Mt 25:5

The bridegroom' s arriva is announced, and the virgins trim their lamps- Mt 25:6-7

Thefodlish virginsfind that ther oil isrunning out - Mt 25:7-9

a. They plead with the wise virgins to share their ail

b. But thewisevirginsrefuse, saying thereis not enough

5. Asthefoolish virgins go to get some ail, the bridegroom comes and those prepared go in
with him to the wedding, and the door isshut - Mt 25:10

6. Thefoolish virginsthen arrive, but they are not dlowed in- Mt 25:11-12

7. Jesus then makes the gpplication - Mt 25:13

Awbd
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B. THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE...
1. Theman messageis quite clear, as evident from:
a. Jesus' comments leading up to this parable - cf. Mt 24.42-46
b. Jesus’ comment a the end of the parable itsdf - Mt 25:13
1) Thereisthe need for congtant watchfulness
2) For no one knows the moment when the Lord is coming!
2. Asworded in Hendriksen's commentary, “...the need of being prepared at all timesfor
the coming of the Bridegroom, Jesus Christ.”
3. Thismessage is repeated later on in the New Testament...
a. By Paul, writing to the Thessdlonians-1 Th 5:1-6
b. By Peter, to the Chrisiansin AsaMinor - 2 Pe 3:10-12
C. By Jesus, tothe church a Sardis- Re 3:2-3

[Not knowing the day or hour of His coming, we must be dways be ready...thisis the basc message of
the parable. But what else can we glean from this parable?]

II. THE PARABLE APPLIED

A. CHRISTIANSARE LIKE THE VIRGINSAWAITING THE BRIDEGROOM...
1. Somearewise
a. They diligently prepare themsdves for the Master’ s coming, heeding the cdl to grow in
the grace and knowledge of the Lord - 2 Pe 3:18; 1:5-8
b. Knowing what isto come, they “look” for it and live accordingly - 2 Pe 3:11-14
c. For them, the coming of the Lord will beablessing! -2 Pe 1:10-11
2. Somearefoolish
a. They know the Lord is coming, but they are not prepared
b. They may even belike that evil servant who says “My meder is delaying his coming”,
and act accordingly - cf. Mt 24:48-49
C. Yet Jesus has warned what will happen to such evil servants - Mt 24:50-51
-- Arewelikethewisevirgins, or thefoolish ones?

B. ONE SHOULD NOT TRUST IN PREVIOUSACCOMPLISHMENTS...
1. Notethat thefoolish virginsdid have “some” ail - Mt 25:8
2. S0 they had made some preparation, but foolishly trusted in what they had done in the past
3. Neither should we “rest on our laurds”, but have the attitude of Paul - Ph 3:12-15
-- Areyou foolishly depending upon what you have donein the past?

C. PREPAREDNESSISNOT TRANSFERABLE...

1. Thewisevirgins could not share ther oil with the foolish virgins- Mt 25:9

2. Nor can we impart what sdvation we have received to someone ese (they must receive it
from the Lord Himsdlf) - cf. Ps49:7; Pr 9:12

3. Do not think that we can be “saved by association”
a. It did not work for the Jews - cf. Jer 7:4-7
b. Nather will it work for us; each of us must have our own name in the Book of Life - cf.

Re 20:12-15
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-- Areyou foolishly trusting in your relationship with someone else for your salvation
(a parent, a spouse, a church, etc.)?

D. THOSE UNPREPARED DO NOT RECEIVE A SECOND CHANCE...
1. Despitetheir pless, the foolish virgins were not permitted to the wedding - Mt 25:10-12
2. When the Lord comes again, the time for sdvation is gone!

[Each of these pointsis related to the main message of the parable: the need to be prepared at all
times for the coming of Christ. Inview of this great need, here are some thoughts on...]

E. MAINTAINING A STATE OF PREPAREDNESS...
1. Becareful not tolet thisworld to preoccupy you - Lk 21:34-35
a. Throughitsworldly lusts
b. Through its worldly concerns
2. Besteadfastin prayer - Lk 21:36
a. Forin prayer we naturdly maintain an aititude of watchfulness (which isamark of
preparation) - cf. Ep 6:18
b. Forin prayer we can assure that we will be counted worthy as we confess our Sins - cf.
1Jn 19
3. Bediligent to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ - 2 Pe 3:18
a Asddinedin2Pe1:5-8
b. Theblessngsof which are described in 2 Pe 1:10-11

CONCLUSION

1. Thisparable teachesthat agreat day is coming, aday in which those in the kingdom today will find
themselvesin two different groups...
a.  Those who prepared themselves and faithfully watched for His coming
b. Thosewho were not prepared, to whom they will hear the Lord say:

“Assuredly, | say to you, | do not know you.”

2. Dear brother or aster in Chrig, if the Lord were to come today ...
a. Would He find you watching?
b. Would He find you prepared?
--  Would He even know you? - cf. Mt 7:21-23

“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which
the Son of Man iscoming.” (Mt 25:13)
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Talents (Mt 25:14-30)

INTRODUCTION

1. Immediatey following the parable of “ The Wise And Foolish Virgins” (Mt 25:1-13), we find
Jesustdling the parable of “ The Talents” (Mt 25:14-30)

2. While both parables relate to the kingdom of heaven, and especialy in anticipation of the Lord's
return, note the key difference:
a. Thefirg stresses the need to be prepar ed; the latter, the need to be productive
b. Thefirs emphaszeswatching for the Lord; the latter, working for the Lord

3. Inboth parableswe learn what should characterize those who eager ly wait for the coming of the
Lord

[How can we best gpply what Jesusisteaching in this parable? Let’ s begin by examining...]

|. THE PARABLE AND ITSLESSONS

A. THE PARABLE ANALYZED...
1. A man, about to travel to afar country, distributes his goods (“taents’) among his servants
- Mt 25:14-15
a A “tdent” hereisamonetary measure, amounting to 6000 denarii, which would take an
ordinary laborer twenty yearsto earn (a denarius being a day’ s wage)
b. Thenumber of “tdents’ wasgiven “ to each according to his own ability”
2. Theuse made of the talentsis described - Mt 25:16-18
a Two of the servants doubled their talents
b. One servant smply hid the money
3. Thelord of the servants returns, and areckoning is made - Mt 25:19-30
a. Hisreturn was after “ along time”
b. Thefirst two servants describe how they doubled their amount...
1) They sand before the lord with excitement (implied in the word “ look™ )
2) Ther lord was pleased
a) Hepraisesthem for their work, saying “ Well done’
b) Hecommendsthem as* good and faithful servants’
c) Herewardsthem by promoting them: “ you were faithful over a few things, |
will make you ruler over many things’
d) Heinvitesthemto sharein hishgppiness “ Enter into the joy of your lord”
c. The servant who hid his money then faces hislord...
1) He begins by making excuses
a) “Lord, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown...”
b) “I wasafraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground.”
2) He seeksto appease the lord by returning what he had been given: “ Look, there
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you have what is yours.”

Thelord' sresponse...

1) Hecdlshima*“ wicked and lazy servant”

2) Hetdlshimwhat was the least he should have done: “ you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers...”

3) Hetakesaway what he had, and gave it to the servant with ten taents, with this
explanation:
a) “For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have

abundance”

b) “But from himwho does not have, even what he has will be taken away”

4) Hehasthe“ unprofitable servant” cast into the outer darkness, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth

B. THE PARABLE APPLIED...
1. Main points of the parable:

a

b.

Befathful in usng the opportunities for service which the Lord has given us
Diligence is rewarded; negligenceis punished

2. Other pointsto be noted (adapted from Hendricksen's commentary):

a

b.

o

Whatever we have, whether opportunities or abilities, belongs to God; we may possess,
but God owns; we are smply stewards - Mt 25:14

The Lord grants opportunities for service in keeping with our ability to make use of
them - Mt 25:15

1) Intheday of judgment, the number of “talents’ will not metter

2) The question will be, “Have you been faithful in your use of the talents?”

Jesus did not expect to return immediately - Mt 25:19; cf. 25:5

Everything should be done with aview of the day of reckoning which is coming!

Our respongihilities here and now are important, but they will be surpassed by thosein
the life hereafter - Mt 25:21; cf. Re 22:3-5

To sharein the Magter’ sown joy is part of the glory of the life heresfter - Mt 25:21;
cf. 2Th 1:10-12 (where we are told we will sharein His glory)

Those who make excuses are “wicked and lazy” servants - Mt 25:25-26

A place of punishment is reserved for the unprofitable servantsl - Mt 25:30; cf. 13:
41-42

The sin of OMISSION isjust as bad as the sn of COMMISSION

1) Those who do evil will experience “walling and gnashing of teeth’ - Mt 13:41-42
2) But dso those who do nothing! - Mt 25:30

[Many are the lessons that can be gleaned from this parable of “The Tdents’. Themainlessonis
ample Be productive wherethe Lord has given you ability and opportunity!

But this often raisesaquestion: What are my “tdents’ (used here not as a measure of money, but of
ability and opportunity)? Here are some thoughts in an attempt to address thisissue...]

I[I. DETERMINING OUR “TALENTS’

A. REMEMBER THAT NOT ALL HAVE THE SAME “TALENTS" ...
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1. Thenumber of the taents may be different
a. Somemay have only “one” taent
b. Somemay have “five’ tdents
-- Remember, the Lord gives* to each one according to his own ability”
2. Thenature of the tdents may be different
a. Paul madethisclearin Ro 12:3-8
b. Some teach, others serve; some may do more than one
-- But everyone has“ gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us’

B. SOME “TALENTS’ ARE EASIER TO DETERMINE THAN OTHERS...

1. Insome cases our abilities are evident
a. E.g, inherited or gained wedth
b. E.g., pogtionsof influence

2. But some abilities might &t first be “hidden’
a. For example, teaching and preaching
b. E.g. | would have never thought that | had the ability to teach or preach, in view of my

childhood speech impediment
-- Sometalents may thereforelie dormant, awaiting awakening

C. DETERMINING ONE'STALENTS...

1. Through trid and error
a. Try different areas of service, to see which ones might come naturaly
b. Try them again and again, for some taents may only develop through hard work

2. Through seeking counsd from others
a. Others can often see our strengths and weaknesses better than we oursalves
b. Solomon praised the vaue of receiving counsd - Pr 11:14; 12:15; 15:22; 19:20

--  Through such personal diligence and advice from others, one can gain insight into
the abilities and opportunitiesthat the Lord has given him or her

CONCLUSION

1. If wearein the kingdom, the Lord has given us al some ability in which to serve Him
a. Oneday, Heis coming again and there will be areckoning
b. If wearegoing to be “prepared”, we need to be “productive”

2. Areyou productive? Or are you like the “wicked and lazy servant”?
a. Will theLord say toyou: “ Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your
lord.” ?
b. Orwill hesay: “ You wicked and lazy servant” , and consign you to the place of torment?

What He will say then depends upon your service in the kingdom now...
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Growing Seed (Mk 4:26-29)

INTRODUCTION

1. Uptothispoint our sudy has focused on parables found in Matthew' s gospe...
a. Many werefound only in Matthew, though some are dso found in the other gospels
b. We skipped acouple of parables found in Matthew that we will examine later in one of the

other gospels

2. Inthislesson, however, we shal examine a parable that is found only in the gospel of Mark
a. ltiscdled” The Growing Seed’
b. Anditisrecordedin Mk 4:26-29 (Read)

3. The stting of this parable appears to be the same occasion in which Jesustold...

a. Theparableof “The Sower” - cf. Mk 4:1-20

b. Theparableof “The Mustard Seed’ - cf. Mk 4:30-32

..thereforeit was a the point in Jesus' ministry when He begin to teach publicly in parables
[Let’s begin by taking a closer ook the parable itsdlf...]

I. THE PARABLE ANALYZED

A. WHAT THISPARABLE REVEALSABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD...
1. It describes how the Word of God produces fruit (i.e., how the kingdom grows)
a. Whilethe“seed” is not identified in this parable as the Word of God...
b. ..itwasdefined as suchin the parable of “ The Sower” - cf. Mk 4:14; Lk 8:11
2. The growth produced by the Word...
a. Isamygery - Mk 4:26-28a
1) The sower can sow the seed and see it sprout and grow
2) But the growth is beyond his comprehension, and even grows by itsalf
b. Isgradua - Mk 4:28b
1) It doesn't dl occur a once
2) But step by sep: firgt the blade, then the head, then the full grain
3. But through such growth the harvest eventudly comes- Mk 4:29
-- Sothe kingdom of God, growing by virtue of the Word of God being planted, issmilar to
the amazing growth observed in the sowing of grain

B. COMPARING THISPARABLE WITH THE ONE OF “THE SOWER"...
1. Theparableof “The Sower” emphasizes human respongbility
a. The seed did not produce the desired fruit unlessit fell on good soil
b. It takes“agood and noble heart” for the seed to produce fruit! - cf. Lk 8:15
2. Buttheparableof “ The Growing Seed’ stressesthe divine power within the Word
a. A “good and noble heart” cannot bear fruit by itsdf!
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b. It takes a seed that has within itsdf the power to germinate and grow in good soil
3. And this parable emphasizes the need for those who sow to trust and hope in the power of
the seed, i.e., the Word of God

[Yes, the Word is the “seed” which contains the power for spiritud life and growth when planted in the
soil of agood and noble heart! We may not be able to understand the true working of that power, but
this parable illustrates how we can il useit!

That we might utilize this powerful seed more often and more successfully, consder afew more thoughts
aswetak about...]

II. THE PARABLE APPLIED

A. THE WORD OF GOD ISA POWERFUL “SEED” ...
1. It cancauseusto be“bornagan’ - 1 Pe 1:22-25; Ja 1:18
2. ltcanhepusto“grow” - 1 Pe2:1-2
3. Itcanindeed “saveyour souls’ - Ja 1:21
-- All of thisis possible because the Word of God isliving and powerful, filled with
Spirit-giving life- cf. He 4:12; Jn 6:63

B. THERE ARE TWO WAYSTO UTILIZE THISPOWERFUL “SEED” ...
1. Byrecevingitintoour own hearts
a. Herewe aretdking about the growth of the kingdom of God in our lives
b. Of course, we must receiveit properly
1) With agood and noble heart - Lk 8:15; cf. Ac 17:11
2) With meekness-Ja1:21
3) Asbabieslonging for their mothers milk - 1 Pe 2:2
-- All thewhile*“laying asde’ those things that would “choke” out the Word in our
lives-cf.Ja1:21; 1 Pe2:1
C. When s0 received, growth will occur
1) But remember the parable, for the growth is gradua
2) “firg the blade, then the head, after that the full grainin the head...” - Mk 4:28
-- Therefore the need to continue to feed upon the Word of God, “that you may grow
thereby” - 1 Pe 2:2
2. By sowingit asfar and wide aswe possibly can
a. Herewe aretaking about the growth of the kingdom of God in the world
b. Likethe sower inthe parable of “ The Sower”, we must sow the seed everywhere
c. Butlikethe sower in the parable of “ The Growing Seed’, we must remember...
1) Growth comes only through the divine power of the seed
a) ItisGod who givestheincrease
b) Weaesmply “seed-throwers’ and “water-boys” - ¢f. 1 Co 3:5-7
2) Growth comesin stages, not al & once
a) Therewill be dayswhen al we seem to be doing is “sowing”
b) Therewill be dayswhen dl we seem to be doing is “waiting”
-- Likethe farmer, then, we must be patient - cf. Ja 5:7
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CONCLUSION

1. Thegenerd lessoninthe parable of “ The Growing Seed’ isthis
a. Inthekingdom of God, asin the kingdom of nature, we are laborers together with God
b. Theresults of our work depend on Him, and for the perfection of these results He takes His
owntime

2. Thisbeing the case...
a. Itisour duty to sow the seed (the Word of God), it isup to God to give the increase - cf. 1 Co
3:6-9
b. Having sown the seed, we must wait for time and God to perfect the growth - cf. Ph 1.6
c. Thegrowth that comeswill do so in graduad stages
d. Not until there has been time for devel opment are we to expect to regp

3. Thereforethis parable teaches us to trust and hope in power of the Word of God
a. Dowetrugt in its power to save the lost?
1) Or dowelook to gimmicks designed by men?
2) Thegospd is God's power to savel - cf. Ro 1:16-17
b. Dowetrugt inits power to save your own soul?
1) Or do welook to self-help methods that promise but redlly can't ddliver?
2) TheWord of God iswhat is capable of saving our sould! - cf. Ja 1:21

Are you sowing the seed of the kingdom, brother? Both in the world, and in your own life aswell...?
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Two Debtors(Lk 7:41-43)

INTRODUCTION

1. Do you appreciate what Jesus has done for you? Does your service and devotion to Jesus
demondtrate the true extent of your appreciation?
a. If youare dack inyour service, what does that indicate?
b. If you wish you could be more diligent in your service, what would help to motivate you?

2. Answersto these questions are found in a parable and its setting that Jesus told on an occasion
where He was invited to egt at the house of a Pharisee- Lk 7:36-50

[Aswe continue our series on “The Parables Of Jesus”, let’ s examine the setting and parable itself that
has become to be known as the parable of “ The Two Debtors”...]

|. THE PARABLE AND ITSSETTING

A. THE SETTING...

1. Jesusaccepts an invitation to eat at a Pharisee’ shouse - Lk 7:36

2. A woman “who wasasnne” (perhaps a prostitute) comesin...
a. Shebrings an dabadter flask of fragrant oil - Lk 7:37
b. Shefirgt stands behind Jesus, weeping - Lk 7:38a
c. Shethen washes Hisfeet with her tears, and wipes them with her hair - Lk 7:38b
d. Findly, shekisses His feet and anoints them with the fragrant oil - Lk 7:38c

3. The host wonders whether Jesus could truly be a prophet, for if so He would know what
kind of woman shewas- Lk 7:39

4. Knowing what isin the Pharisee s heart, Jesus offers to say something - Lk 7:40

B. THE PARABLE ITSELF...
1. A creditor had two debtors - Lk 7:41
a  Oneowed five hundred denarii
b. The other owed fifty denarii (a denarius was equivalent to aday’ s wage)
2. The debtors could not repay, yet the creditor forgave them both - Lk 7:42a

C. JESUSFOLLOWSUPWITH A QUESTION AND APPLICATION...
1. He chdlenges Smon (the Pharisee) with aquestion - Lk 7:42b-43
a. “Which of them (the debtors) will love him (the creditor) more?”
b. Smon'sresponse: “1 suppose the one whom he forgave more’
1) Does”I| suppose” suggest areluctance to respond on Simon's part?
2) Could it be he has dready begun to see the point of the parable?
c. Jesusrepliesthat Smon has properly judged the correct answer
2. Jesus then makes the contrast between Simon and the woman - Lk 7:44-46
a.  Simon gave Him no water for His feet, but she washed them with her tears and dried
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them with her hair

b. Simon gave Him no kiss, but she has not ceased to kiss His feet

c. Simon did not anoint His head with ail, but she anointed His feet with fragrant oil

-- All of these things Smon should have done as anorma host, but he did not do it for the
most important Guest & dl!

3. Jesusdrivesthe point home- Lk 7:47

a. Thefird pat of thisverseisdifficult: “...her sinswhich are many, are forgiven, for
sheloved much.”

1) IsJesussaying that her loveisthe “cause’ of her forgiveness, or the “proof’?

a) Issheforgiven because she loved much? (that' s what it sounds like)
b) Or isher much love the evidence of the forgiveness of her many sns?

2) Jesusdoes say that her “fath’ saved her - Lk 7:50
a) Thais, her fath wasthe cause for her being forgiven
b) And her love may have been areflection of her faith (cf. “faith working

through love’ - Ga 5.6
b. But thelatter part of the verse, and the implication of the parable itsdlf suggests that her
loveisthe result or proof of her forgiveness

1) “Buttowhom littleisforgiven, the same loves ittl€’

a) Jud asonewho recaiveslittle forgiveness, loveslittle...
b) ...s0 onewho receives much forgiveness, loves much!

2) “Her lovewastheresult, and not the cause, of her forgiveness. Our sinsare
not for given because we love God, but we love God becausethey are
forgiven (1 Jn 4:19). Such istheinference of the parable, and such the
teaching of theentireNT.” (McGarvey' s Fourfold Gospel)

3) “For sheloved much (hoti égapésen polu). [llustration or proof, not reason
for theforgiveness. Her sinshad been already forgiven and remained
forgiven. But to whom littleisforgiven, the same loveth little (H6i de oligon
aphietai oligon agapai). Thisexplanation provesthat the meaning of hoti
preceding is proof, not cause” (Robertson's Word Pictures)

4. If thewomani sloveis smply the evidence her forgiveness, as the parable suggests, then
Jesus’ next words were designed to further reassure her - Lk 7:48-50
a. “Your sinsareforgiven.”
b. “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace”
-- Both statements smply confirm that her great display of love was properly placed, for
she had indeed been saved by her faith

[While Jesus’ wordsin Lk 7:47 areindeed chdlenging, the parable and its setting teechesasmple
truth: those who have been for given of much are morelikely to appreciate their salvation than
those forgiven of little! Let'sexpound upon this point as we seek to apply the parable to
oursalves...]

II. APPLYING THE PARABLE

A. THISPARABLE CAN PROVIDE GREAT COMFORT TO SINNERS...
1. Many people who come to Jesus have redly made amess of thelr lives
2. They know it, and the sense of ther guilt is acute
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a. But this parable reminds usthe Lord is willing to forgive no matter the dett!
b. And the woman reminds us that as one’s sense of guilt is acute, so their love will be
greater!

c. With agrester love, there will be the motivation for greater service!

3. Jusgt aswith the gpostle Paul, who did not consider himself worthy to be caled an gpostle
- cf. 1 Co 15:9-10

--  Sorather than walow in your guilt of the past, dlow the great forgiveness Jesus offersto
moativate you to love and serve Him even more!

B. THISPARABLE REVEALSHOW WE CAN INCREASE OUR LOVE AND
DEVOTION TO JESUS...
1. Remember, the more cognizant we are of the forgiveness we have in Chrig, the more we
will love and serve Him
2. There are a least two ways one can have an heightened sense of forgiveness
a.  Oneway isto have been forgiven of much, asin the case of thiswoman
b. But another way islearn more about the nature of sin...
1) l.e, how just onesn makesusquilty of dl - cf. Ja 2:10
2) l.e, how thewagesof sinis spiritud death, separation from God - Ro 6:23; 1sa
59:1-2
3. We cannot change the degree of our sinfulness prior to coming to Chrigt...
a. But we can dwaysincrease the leve of our understanding about Sin!
b. I.e, the more welearn about the terrible nature of Sin...
1) The more we appreciate the forgiveness we have in Chrigt!
2) Themore motivated we are by love to serve Him - cf. 2 Co 5:14-15

CONCLUSION

1. What isour devotion and sarvice to Jesus like?
a Do wetreat Him like Smon did?
b. l.e,weinvite Himinto our lives, but redly don't give Him the honor He deserves?

2. Could it be that we are more like the Pharisee than we care to admit?
a. Faling to give Jesus the proper devotion due Him?
b. Looking down in self-righteousness at people who we think are not worthy of Him?

3. If youfind yoursdf with an attitude like Smon's, ingtead of one like the woman...
a  Remember that those forgiven most are capable of loving Jesus more!
b. And tha perhaps you need to reflect more on your true piritua condition!
For it was to the snful woman, and not to saf-righteous Simon, that Jesus said:

“Your sinsareforgiven.”
“Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37)

INTRODUCTION

1. Oneof the more wdl-known parablesthat of “ The Good Samaritan” - cf. Lk 10:30-37
a. Hogpitds have been named after the person in this story (e.g., Good Samaritan Hospital)
b. “Good Samaritan’ laws have been passed to encourage passersby to help those in need

2. It has been common to apply allegorical interpretations to this parable; for example...
a. Thetraveer represents man, who has left the heavenly city (Jerusalem) for the worldly one
(Jericho)
The robbers are representative of the devil and sin, who leave man dying in sin
The priest and the Levite refer to the Law and its sacrifices, which are unable to help
But the good Samaritan is Jesus, who provides the help needed
The wine represents the blood of Chrigt; the ail, the anointing of the Holy Spirit
The innisthe church, the innkeeper representative of the apostles; the two coins representing
baptism and the Lord’ s Supper

0 Qo0 o

3. Asinteresting as such interpretations may be...
a. Isitredly what Jesusisteaching in this parable?
b. Or does Jesus have some other lesson that He wants us to glean from it?

[In this study we shdll review the setting of the parable, and then offer some lessonsthet | believe are
more in keegping with Jesus’ origind purposein tdling it...]

|. THE PARABLE AND ITSSETTING

A. THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN JESUSAND A LAWYER...
1. Alawyer sandsupto “test” Jesus- Lk 10:25
a. A*“lawyer” inthis context would be one well-versed in the Law of Moses
b. Theword“test” doesn't have to imply negative connotations, it may smply mean the
man was seeking to ascertain Jesus’ fathfulnessto the Law
c. But there are some implications that he was seeking to trick Jesus...
1) He“stood” up, perhapsto draw attention to himself
2) Later, he sought to “justify” himsdf with another question; implying he was
interested in more than just asmple answer to his question
d. Hisquestion was smilar to that asked by therich young ruler (Lk 18:18): “ Teacher,
what shall | do to inherit eternal life?”
2. Jesus answers the question by pointing him back to the Law - Lk 10:26
a. Insodoing, Jesus shows His own confidence in the Law
c. Inadgmilar manner Jesus pointed the rich young ruler to the Law - Lk 18:20
b. Keepinmind that at thistime the Law was ill in force, so the answer was Hill to be
foundinit - cf. Mt 5:17-19
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3. Thelawyer replies with a proper understanding of what the Law taught concerning eterna
life- Lk 10:27-28
a. Hequotesfrom Deu 6:5and Lev 19:18
b. Both which Jesus quoted to another lawyer on alater occasion - cf. Mt 22:34-40
c. Upon these two laws, one to love God, the other to love your neighbor...
1) Theentire Law was based
2) Thoseliving while the Law was dill in force could “live” (i.e., be saved)
4. But the lawyer isnot finished... - Lk 10:29
a Hededsresto “judify” himsdf (was he embarrassed Jesus answered him so easily?)
b. He asksthe question which precipitates the parable: “ And who is my neighbor?”

B. THE PARABLE ITSELF...
1. A mantravesfrom Jerusdem to Jericho, and is beaten - Lk 10:30
a. A distance of about 20 miles
b. A dangerousroad, known as“ The Way of Blood” because of the robbers
c. Stripped of his clothing and wounded by thieves, heisleft half dead
2. Two pass by, doing nothing - Lk 10:31-32
a. Thefirst wasapriest, the he second was a Levite
b. Both of these were of therdigious ditein Isradl a that time
3. A Samaritan comes by and shows compassion - Lk 10:33-35
a  Samaritans were despised by the Jews - cf. Jn 4:9
b. They were the descendants of those imported at the time of the Assyrian captivity (cf.
2Kin 17:24-41)
c. Yet this Samaritan who would have been despised by the Jews shows compassion
1) He bandages the wounds, gpplying oil and wine (first ad in those days)
2) He puts the wounded man on his own anima and takes him to an inn
3) Hegivestheinnkeeper two denarii (two days’ wages) to provide care
4) Hetelsthe innkeeper to spend whatever it takes, and he will repay him when he
comes agan

C. JESUS FOLLOW-UP TO THE PARABLE...
1. Heposesthe question: Which of the three proved to be aneighbor? - Lk 10:36
2. Thelawyer replieswith the obvious answer: “Hewho showed mercy on him.”
3. Jesusthen admonishes the lawyer to do likewise
4. Notice that Jesusturned the focus of the origind question...
a. From*“Who ismy neighbor?” to “ Who was the one that was neighbor to the
onein need?”
b. Thisindicates that Jesus sought to draw attention to what it meansto “ L ove your
neighbor as yourself”’

[The purpose of the parable, in view of the context and the manner in which Jesus gpplied it, is
clear: Jesusteacheswho our neighborsreally are, and what it meansto love your neighbor as
your self.

Here are some lessons that can be gleaned from the parable when its purpose is kept in mind...]
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II. LESSONSFROM THE PARABLE

A. ANEIGHBOR ISONE IN NEED WHOM WE CAN HELP...

1.

One might think that a neighbor is one with whom we share affinities

a. Such asbeing of the same race, nationdity, or religion

b. l.e, anyonewho isnot considered your enemy

Y et Jesus put such a concept to rest by using the Samaritan as an example

a. The Samaritans were different in race, nationdity and religion from the Jews

b. Therewas animosty between them - cf. Jn 4:9; Lk 9:52-53

c. Though consdered enemies, the Samaritan was hdping a Jew in need

And soitisthat Chrigians are to show “ hospitality” (lit., “love of strangers’) - cf. Ro
12:13; Mt 5:43-48; Ga 6:10

Your neighbor, then, isanyone in need whom you have the ability to help!

B. THE INCONGRUITY OF DIVORCING NEIGHBORLINESSFROM RELIGION...

1.

Of the three passershy in the parable, the first two should have been thefirst to help

a. Thepriest and the Levite should have been influenced by their religion to help

b. Indeed they were taught to love the stranger - Lev 19:33-34; Deu 10:17-19

When they separated neighborliness from thelr rdigion, they became hypocritica

a. For the priest would teach the Law, and the Levite would assist in the service

b. Butfalingto* practice what they preach” showed how shdlow their devotion to their
fath redly was

As Chrigtians, we need to be sureto practice “ pure and undefiled religion”, otherwise

we deceive oursalves - cf. Ja 1:22,26-27

What kind of religion do we have?

C. THE COST OF COMPASSION...

1.

A willingness to cross socid barriers
a.  AsJesusilludrated in usng a Samaritan in this parable
b. There should be no rdigious, racid, or nationa barriers to showing compassion!
A willingness to take risks
a. The Samaritan took a great risk by stopping to help
1) What if the robbers were dtill near by?
2) What if other thieves came by on this road known as “The Way Of Blood™?
b. So Chrigtiansare called upon to takerisks - cf. Lk 6:30
1) How do we know people won't take advantage of our generosity?
2) Perhapsthisis an areawhere we need to have faith in God
A willingness to set asde busy schedules
a. The Samaritan was on ajourney, but took the time to stop and care for the man
b. Jesustaught usto take the time to show compassion even when forced - Mt 5:41
1) Thefirg mile may have been forced
2) But the second mile was one to be given out of love
A willingness to make sacrifices
a. The Samaritan sacrificed more than just time and energy
1) Heused some of hisown provisons- Lk 10:34
2) Heeven offered an open-ended agreement to provide for hishelp - Lk 10:35
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b. Jesustaught His disciplesto be willing to make sacrifices - Lk 6:29-30,34-35
c. Insodoing, wearetruly followers of God and walking in love - Ep 5:1-2

CONCLUSION

1. Withthe parable of “ The Good Samaritan”, we are chalenged to a higher sandard of love
a. Higher in that the definition of neighbor ismoreindudve
b. Higher inthat the definition of compassion is grester

2. Thisshould not be surprising in light of what Jesustold His disciples earlier:

“For | say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Mat 5:20)

3. What isyour righteousness like? That of the priest and Levite, or of the Samaritan?
a. Only aswe*“go and do likewise” (Lk 10:37), emulating the example of the good Samaritan,
can it be said that our righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees!
b. Only then do we have the assurance of entering the kingdom of heaven!

Of course, without the salvation that Jesus makes possible, no degree of righteousnessis possible... - cf.
Ac 2:36-38; 22:16
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The Par ables Of Jesus
TheFriend At Midnight (Lk 11:1-13)

INTRODUCTION

1.

In studying the parables of Jesus, we have seen how He used the parabolic method of teaching on
different subjects....

a. Modlly on the theme of the kingdom of heaven

b. But dsoinresponseto questions by His disciples and even His enemies

One such parable was told in response to a question related to praye...

a. Jesushad been prayinginacertan place- Lk 11:1

b. When He ceased praying, one of His disciplesasked: “Lord, teach usto pray, as John also
taught his disciples”

In answering that request, Jesus did three things...

a. Hefirg told them “how” and “what” to pray for

b. Hethentold aparableto stressacrucid dement in “how” to pray

c. Hefollowed up by eaborating on what the parable was designed to illudtrate

The parable isknown as“ The Friend At Midnight”
a. ltisrecordedin Lk 11:5-8
b. Initwefind Jesusillugrating the importance of persistencein prayer

[Let’ s begin our study by noticing that...]

JESUS PRAYING PROMPTSA REQUEST

A. HE HAD BEEN PRAYING IN A CERTAIN PLACE - Lk 11:1a
1. Inthe gospels we see glimpses into the prayer habits of Jesus
Risng early to pray in asolitary place- Mk 1:35
Often withdrawing into the wildernessto pray - Lk 5:16
Praying dl night in preparation to sdecting His gpostles - Lk 6:12-13
His beautiful prayer recorded in Jn 17
His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane - Mt 26:36-44
His prayers on the cross - Mt 27:46; Lk 23:34,46
ndoubtedly His example had an impact on those who saw Him praying

cToapoo

2.

B. ADISCIPLE WANTSJESUSTO TEACH THEM TO PRAY - Lk 11:1b
1. Even asJohn had taught his disciples
2. Certainly this Jewish disciple knew how to pray in some sense, but understood that Jesus
had so much more to teach him

[Soit iswe may know how to pray, but we can dways learn more from the Master of prayer...]
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. JESUSANSWERSBY TEACHING A MODEL PRAYER

A. COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS“THE LORD’'SPRAYER”...
1. Recorded herein Lk 11:2-4
2. Als0in His sermon on the mount - Mt 6:9-13

B. THISPRAYER SERVESASAN EXAMPLE...

The words “in thismanner” (Mt 6:9) suggest that “The Lord' s Prayer” isapattern and not
aliturgy that must be recited every time we pray

Here we begin to learn the “how” and “what” of prayer

a “How” to pray would include “smplicity” in prayer

1.

2.

b.

1)
2)

3)

The word “therefore” in Mt 6:9 connects what follows with what was said before
- cf. Mt 6:7-8

Jesus’ pattern for prayer isan “illugtration’ in contrast to the “many words’ used by
the heathen

In the prayer itself, note the brevity of words- Lk 11:2-4

We learn the “what” of prayer should include such things as

1)
2)
3)
4)

Reverence for God and His“Name” (i.e., His Being and Character) - Lk 11:2
Praying for the progress of God's Kingdom and Will on the earth - Lk 11:2
Asking for physica necessities- Lk 11:3

Also, our spiritua needs...

a) Forgiveness of ansasweforgive others- Lk 11:4

b) Protection and deliverance fromevil - Lk 11:4

[In His sermon on the mount, Jesus chose to follow His pattern prayer with an emphasis on forgiving
others (Mt 6:14-15). But on this occasion, He has a different concern in mind. So He follows with a

parable...]

1. THE PARABLE OF THE FRIEND AT MIDNIGHT

A. THE PARABLE SUMMARIZED...
1. You find yoursdf with company and inadequate provisons
2. Yet you know that you can go to your friend’ s house and borrow some food
3. Bvenifitlatea night, and...

a. Heand hisfamily are dreedy in bed

b. Hewould normdly not help you, even though you are afriend

...yet you know that if you “persast”, hewill hdpyou! - Lk 11:5-8

B. THE POINT OF THE PARABLE ISSIMPLE, BUT IMPORTANT...
1. Jesusisillugrating the importance of “ persistencein praying”
2. Onedoes not know “how” to pray, then, unless they learn to be persistent in prayer!

[ The importance of persistence is stressed even further as we consider...]

IV.JESUS APPLICATION OF THE PARABLE
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A. THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSISTENCE - Lk 11:9-10
1. Itisthosewho ask, seek, and knock, who will receive, find, and have doors opened
2. Thedement of persstenceisimplied evenin...
a. The present tense of the verbs for “ask”, “seek”, and “knock” (literdly, “keep on
asking”, “keep on seeking”, and “keep on knocking”
b. The progressive relation between the words:
1) Onenormaly starts out by “asking”
2) Asthey learn more, they begin “seeking”
3) Asthey arive closeto their detination, they start “knocking”
3. Falureto pergst in prayer, then, may be one reason some prayers go unanswered!

B. REMEMBERING WHO IT ISYOU ARE ASKING - Lk 11:11-13
1. Toencourage persstence in prayer, Jesus speeks of earthly fathers and their sons
a. If ason askshisfather for bread, while he give him a stone?
b. If heasksfor afish, will he give him a serpent instead?
c. If heasksfor an egg, will the father offer him a scorpion?
-- Each of these rhetorical questions imply a definite “No!”
2. Then how much more will our heavenly Father gives usthat which is good?
a. If earthly fathers, though evil, know how to give good giftsto their children
b. How much morewill our heavenly Father give the Spirit to those who ask Him?
c. Thisreferenceto the Holy Spirit may relate to promise of the Spirit
1) A promise made by Jesus on another occasion - Jn 7:37-39
2) A promise offered by Peter on the day of Pentecost - Ac 2:38-39
3. Jesus’ point seemsto bethis.
a. If persgtence with afriend will prove fruitful (cf. the paradle)...
b. If earthly fathers know how to give good giftsto their children...
...hnow much more will persistence prove fruitful with our heavenly Father!

CONCLUSION

1. Wemay know “how” to pray when it comesto saying theright things, but from this parable we
learn that we do not know “how” to pray until we have learned to pray with “persistence”’

2. Soimportant isthis qudity of prayer that Jesus taught another parable on the very same theme (cf.
“The Parable Of The Persistent Widow’ - Lk 18:1-8)

3. But for now, let’s remember what we have learned from Jesus at “the school of prayer”...
a. Tha we have aheavenly Father who knows how to give good giftsto His children
b. That this should motivate usto ask, and to ask persstently!

Have you received the gift gooken of in our text? The Father gives His Spirit to those who obey Himin
faith, repentance and baptism... - cf. Jn 7:37-39; Ac 2:38; 5:32

The Parables Of Jesus 73



Mark A. Copeland

The Parables Of Jesus
TheRich Fool (Lk 12:13-21)

INTRODUCTION

1.

It is amazing sometimes how spiritualy dense, and worldly minded, people can be...
a. I'veknown someto habitudly fal adeep, not during along sermon, but at the beginning!
b. On oneoccason, | was sharing the gospd of Christ with a person...
1) After presenting the gospel message and reviewing examples of conversoninthe NT, |
asked if he had any questions
2) Heonly had one “In that passage where the Spirit caught Philip away (Ac 8:39), do you
think that could have actudly been a UFO?

A smilar thing happened to Jesus on one occasion...

a. Hewasteaching on the importance of fearing God, and confessng Him before others

b. When someone from the crowd interrupts with a request for Jesus to resolve a family dispute
over an inheritance!

-- This prompted not only a terse response from Jesus, but awarning and parable to the crowd
about the dangers of covetousness and placing one’s confidence in earthly riches

[The parable, known as“ The Rich Fool”, isrecorded in Lk 12:13-21. In our materidigtic society,
what Jesus hasto say isespecialy relevant today. Let’s start by taking a closer look at...]

JESUS' RESPONSE TO AN UNTIMELY REQUEST

A. JESUSHAD BEEN TEACHING A LARGE MULTITUDE...
1. Warning them about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees- Lk 12:1-3
2. Teaching them about the fear of God - Lk 12:4-7
3. Ingructing them on the need to confess Him before men - Lk 12:8-12

B. WHEN ONE FROM THE CROWD MAKESA REQUEST...
1. Hewants Jesusto resolve afamily dispute over an inheritance - Lk 12:13
2. The question reved s where the man' s attention has been...
a.  Not on the spiritud truths being taught by the Son of God
b. But on how he can get his share of the inheritance from his brother!
-- Thisisasincongruous as thinking about a football game during a sermon!

C. JESUS RESPONSE...
1. TheLord sdispleasureisevident - Lk 13:14
a. By Hisusof theterm “Man’ - “ The very form of addressing him putshim at a
distance. ‘M an’ isabout asfrigid ascan be” (MacLaren)
b. By refusing to become an arbitrator in this matter
2. The Lord knows the true nature of thisman's problem - Lk 13:15a
a. Itiscovetousness, or greed, the constant desire for more

The Parables Of Jesus 74



Mark A. Copeland

b. Itisproblem that dl need to heed, SO He warns not just the one man, but the entire
crowd (cf. “them”)
3. TheLord swarning is grounded upon an important truth - Lk 13:15b
a “..for on€slife doesnot consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”
b. Fromwhat follows, “life” includes both physica and spiritud well-being
1) For materid abundance did not prolong the rich man' s physicd life
2) Andit certainly did not ensure that one would be rich toward God!

[Toillugtrate the need to heed this warning, Jesus proceedsto tell...]

II. THE PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL

A. THE PARABLE SUMMARIZED...
1. Arichmanisrichly blessed with large crops - Lk 12:16
2. Ashe congders his stuation, he makes plans for the future
a. Tobuild greater barnsto store hiscrops - Lk 12:17-18
b. Toretire and enjoy the fruits of hislabors for many years- Lk 12:19
3. Yet Godtdlshimheisafool! - Lk 12:20
a. Becausetha very night heisto die, and his soul will be required of him
b. And the things he had provided, whose will they be?

B. THE PARABLE ANALYZED...
1. Theman assumesthat hislife conssts in the abundance of things he possesses
a. Thecropsarehis
b. They will provide for his soul for many yearsto come
2. Thefoolishness and sdfishness of therich manisseenin that...
a. Hedoes not know himsdf
1) Hefalsto redizetha his“body” ismortd, and will not necessarily live on for many
years
2) Hedoesnot consder that hisrichesredly can't stisfy his*“soul”!
b. He does not consider the needs of others
1) The needs of the poor are not even taken into consideration
2) Hethinksonly of sdf (notethe®l’s” and “my’s’)
c. Nor does he thank and glorify God
1) For dl practicd purposes, heisan atheist
2) Onewho truly believesin God would respond like the Psdmistin Ps 116:12

C. THE PARABLE APPLIED...
1. Jesusmakesthe gpplicationin Lk 12:21
2. Thosewho lay up treasure for themsdlves, and are not rich toward God, are like thisrich
fool!
3. If your plansfor the future focus on sef, and not on God and others, you are no different
than the rich fool
--  Thisought to encourage serious reflection in those planning their retirement!
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[Not that it iswrong to plan for the future, but we need to keep in mind the brevity of life, and the will of
the Lord (cf. Ja 4:13-16).

How can we be sure that we who may berich in thislife are aso rich toward God?]

[11.BEING RICH TOWARD GOD

A. BEING IN CHRIST ISCERTAINLY REQUIRED...
1. For dl spiritud blessngs come through Him - Ep 1.3
2. Theexceeding riches of God' s grace will be shown only through Christ - Ep 2:4-7

B. BUT PROPER USE OF MATERIAL RICHES CAN HELP...
1. Noticethe words of Jesus, spoken soon after this parable - Lk 12:33-34
a. Hetdlsthem to sdl what they have and givedms
b. To provide atreasure in heaven that does not fall
2. Heping the poor is often connected with “ laying up treasure in heaven”
a. AsJesuscounseed therich young ruler - Mt 19:21
b. AsPaul told Timothy to command thoserich in this present age- 1 Ti 6:17-19
3. Not that one can “buy their way into heaver'...
a. But to ensurethat their heart isin the right place
b. “For whereyour treasureis, therewill your heart will be also.” - cf. Mt 6:
19-21
--  Aswe use materid wedth to help the less fortunate, we become rich toward God!

C. NOTICE HOW JESUSENCOURAGED HISDISCIPLESIN THISMATTER...
1. Hefollowed the parable with areminder of God's loving care - Lk 12:22-30
2. Thekey isto make the kingdom (or rule) of God the focus of our life- Lk 12:31
3. For then God will do two things:
a. Provide“all these things’ (i.e, things necessary for life and body) - Lk 12:31
b. Giveyou “the kingdom” (i.e, things necessary for the soul) - Lk 12:32
4. Sothey are exhorted to give dms and provide for treasure in heaven! - Lk 12:33

CONCLUSION

1. Fromthe parable of “ The Rich Fool” , we learn that we can:

a. Lay up treasure for onesdlf

b. Yet not berich toward God
2. Todo thefirgt without the second ignores the soul, and has no guarantee for the body
3. Tofocuson being rich toward God saves the soul, while providing for the body!

Whereis YOUR treasure? Are you storing up for yourself agood foundation for the time to come? -
cf. 1 Ti 6:6-10,17-19
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The Parables Of Jesus
TheBarren Fig Tree (Lk 13:6-9)

INTRODUCTION

1. Aswe were making our way through the parables of Jesus as recorded in Matthew’ s gospel, we

noticed severa that were directed toward the nation of Isradl in particular...

a “TheTwo Sons”, which spesksto the rgection of John the Baptist - Mt 21:28-32

b. “TheWicked Vinedressers”, which applied to how Israel rejected God' s prophets, and

eventudly His Own Son - Mt 21:33-46

c. “TheWedding Feast”, which provided a more vivid depiction of wickedness and
rebelliousness of thereligious leaders - Mt 22:1-14

--  Thesethree parables were told during the last week of Jesus’ minidry, shortly before His
crucfixion

2. Ealier, Jesus taught another parable that some believe was adong asmilar theme...
a. Thatis, rdated to God s dedings with the nation of Isradl asawhole
b. And how the nation of Isragl would be destroyed if it did not receive Jesus as the Messiah
-- Thepaableisknownas“TheBarren Fig Tree”, recorded in Lk 13:6-9

3. That may betrue...
a. But the gpplication has as much to do with individua repentance as nationd repentance
b. Thisshould make the parable of particular interest to us today, as we atempt to learn from our
Lord what He was teaching about the need to repent
[Let’s begin our study by noticing...]

|. THE PARABLE INITSORIGINAL SETTING

A. JESUSWASRESPONDING TO NEWSABOUT A CALAMITY - Lk 13:1-5

1. Hewastold of how Pilate (the Roman governor) had...
a. Killed some Gdileans (Jews from Gdlilee, the same region Jesus was from)
b. Mingled their blood dong with their sacrifices

2. Heanticipated the thinking of those who brought Him this news...
a. Werethose who suffered such atrocities worse sinners than other Galileans?
b. No, and unless they repented they would likewise perish!

3. Hereinforces His point with a reference to asmilar calamity
a. Inwhich atower in Slloam (in Jerusdem) collgpsed and killed eighteen people
b. Those victims were no worse snners than othersin Jerusalem

4. He then repests Hiswarning that unless they repent, they will dl likewise perish!
a. Some understand thisto be areference to the destruction of Jerusalemin A.D. 70
b. Whether or nat, it ill caled for individud repentance

B. THE PARABLE OF THE BARREN FIG TREE - Lk 13:6-9
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1. Thebasic dements of the parable...
a. A manisdisgopointed that afig tree in hisvineyard is unfruitful
b. Hewantsto cut it down, but is persuaded by the keeper of the vineyard to give it one
more year
c. If nofruitisborne, then the treeisto be cut down
2. Thebasic point of the parable...
a. Thecentrd lessonsof verses 1-5 areclear: “ Repent!”
b. Theparablein ver ses 6-9 takes the cdl to repentance one step further: “ Repent
NOW!” (HENDRIKSEN)
c. Fruitlessnesswill not be endured forever!

[ Those who heard Jesus would appreciate the point, for what farmer desires to put up with atree that
won't bear fruit? But do we today gppreciate the point?

To help make it even clearer, consder what we can glean from this parable as some...]

II. LESSONS FOR USTODAY

A. WHERE GOD HASEXTENDED PRIVILEGES, HE EXPECTSRETURNS...
1. Theowner of the vineyard expected the fig tree to bear fruit

a. Hehad givenit good soil

b. For three yearsit had been provided care

c. Hewasgiving it an extrayear, but only for the purpose of bearing fruit

God blessed Isradl, and He was disappointed when it did not bear fruit- cf. Isa 5:1-7

3. So He has blessed us through His Son Jesus, and we are to glorify God by bearing fruit
-Jn 15:8

-- Haveyou utilized the privileges God has given you...?

N

B. THE LORD ISLONGSUFFERING, BUT IT DOESN'T LAST FOREVER...
1. We seethelongsuffering of the owner of the vineyard
a. Hehad given thefig tree three years to produce fruit
b. He was persuaded to give it another year with specid care
c. Buttha last year wasthe find opportunity the tree would be given
2. We seethelongsuffering of the Lord in His dedling with nation of Isradl
a. Hislongauffering in the wilderness
b. Hislongsuffering in the times of the judges
c. Hislongsuffering during the reigns of the kings
d. Andyet, He did take the “kingdom of God” away from them and give it to anation
bearing thefruits of it - cf. Mt 21:43
3. SotheLord has been longsuffering to us...
a. For He does not want anyoneto belost - 2 Pe 3:9
b. Hislongsuffering has been for our salvation - 2 Pe 3:15
c. But thelongsuffering will one day end, and the “day of the Lord” will come - 2 Pe 3:
7,10

C. THOSE WHO ARE UNFRUITFUL WILL BE CUT OFF...
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The barren fig treg, if it remained so, was to be cut down

So Jesus warned His disciples that such would happen to them if they did not bear fruit ...

a. “Every branch in Methat does not bear fruit He takes away;” - Jn 15:2a

b. “If anyone does not abidein Me, heis cast out as a branch and iswithered; and
they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.” - Jn 15:6

Paul warned the Gentile Chridtians that they would be cut off if they did not remain faithful

(which impliesfruitfulness) - Ro 11:19-23

We read of the end of those who were saved, but fell away; despite receiving blessings

from God, their end islikened to that of thorns and briars- He 6:1-8

a. Thatis, “rejected and near to being cursed”

b. “..whoseendisto be burned.”

CONCLUSION

1.

In light of such warnings, perhaps we can gppreciate more...

The twofold warning given by Jesus. “...unless you repent you will all likewise perish”
- Lk 13:35

The basic lesson of the parable of “The Barren Fig Treg’: Repent NOW! - Lk 13:6-9

1) For the Lord has been longsuffering dready

2) And whéat time you have |eft may be short!

a

b.

Don't think that people who die tragic deaths are any worse sinners than yourself...

For dl have sinned and come short of the glory of God - Ro 3:23

Even just one Sn makes one guilty of dl - Ja 2:10

And the wages of sinis death (eternd separation from God) - Ro 6:23; cf. Re 21:8

So if we do not repent, our end will be no less tragic than the worst camity ever to befall
mankind!

But the good news of the gospd isthat God offers usthe gift of eternd lifel - Ro 6:23
a. However, remember the warning for those who do not repent - Ro 2:4-11
b. And, unlike the barren fig tree, you may have less than ayear to bear fruit!
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The Parables Of Jesus
Taking The Lowest Place (Lk 14:7-11)

INTRODUCTION

1. We have seen that Jesus did not limit His use of parables to ingtructing only His disciples:

a. He often used them in responding to those who challenged Him...
1) Cf.“TheTwo Sons” - Mt 21:28-32
2) Cf.“The Wicked Vinedressers’ - Mt 21:33-46
3) Cf.“The Wedding Feast” - Mt 22:1-14

b. Heaso used them in more casud sttings...
1) AsaguestinaPharisee shome, cf. “The Two Debtors’ - Lk 7:41-43
2) Replying to alawyer's question, cf. “The Good Samaritar” - Lk 10:25-37
3) Responding to arequest to settle afamily dispute, cf. “The Rich Fool” - Lk 12:13-21
4) In offering His perspective on a cdamity, cf. “The Barren Fig Treg’ - Lk 13:6-9

2. Itwasin another casud setting that we find Jesus using a parable to teach an important lesson...
a Thepaddeisfoundin Lk 14:7-11
b. It canbecaled” Taking The Lowest Place”, and it illustrates the value of humility
[Let’sbeing with...]

I. ANALYZING THE PARABLE

A. THE SETTING
1. Jesushad goneto et at the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees on the Sabbath
- Lk 14:1a
2. They had watched Him closdly - Lk 14:1b
a. Perhgpsto seeif Hewould hed the man with dropsy?- cf. Lk 14:2
b. Jesus posed a question about the lawfulness of heding on the Sabbath - Lk 14:3
1) Towhich they did not respond - Lk 14:4
2) Towhich they could not respond, after Jesus...
a) Hededtheman-Lk 14:5
b) Posed another question reveding their inconsstency - Lk 14:6
3. Jesus had aso been watching them closdy - Lk 14:7
a. He had noted how those invited were selecting the best placesto St

1) Itisthought that the seeting arrangements at that time may have involved three
tablesin the shape of an flat-bottomed “U”

2) “Thetriclinia, or Grecian table, then in use had three sections which were
placed together so asto form aflat-bottomed U. The space enclosed by the
table was not occupied. It wasleft vacant that the servants might enter it
and attend to the wants of the guestswho reclined around the outer margin
of thetable” (McGarvey)

3) “Thecentral seat of each of these three sections wer e deemed a place of
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honor. Thisstruggle for precedence was a small ambition, but many of the
ambitions of our day are equally small.” (McGarvey)
b. This petty postioning around the tables prompted Jesus to teach alesson using a
parable

B. THE PARABLE ITSELF...

1.
2.

The stting is awedding feast, a common socid event in those days - Lk 14:8
Jesus warns againg Sitting down in the best place - Lk 14:8b-9
a.  Someone more honorable may have been invited
b. When they arrive, the hogt will ask you to move
c.  With shame you will have to move to the lowest place (likely the only place lft!)
Instead, He counsals them to Sit in the lowest place - Lk 14:10
a. Tha way, the host will come dong and say “ Friend, go up higher”
b. Soingead of shame, brought about trying to sit in the best place, you will recaeive glory
among those who gt at the table with you
Jesus then condudes with thismaxim: “ For whoever exalts himself will be abased, and
he who humbles himself will be exalted.” - Lk 14:11
a A"maxim’: afundamentd principle, generd truth, or rule of conduct
b. It wasoneof our Lord’ sfavorite
1) Usedinthe parable of “The Pharisee And The Publican” - cf. Lk 18:14
2) Spoken when teaching His disciples not to be like scribes and Pharisees - cf. M t
23.6-12
c. Itisfound inthe Old Testament - cf. Ps 18:27; Pr 18:12; 29:23
d. And repeated in the New Testament - cf. Ja 4:6; 1 Pe5:5

[Remember that thisis a parable; Jesus’ purpose is not just to have us focus on the story (in this case,
the advice about attending wedding feasts), but the main principle illustrated by the parable.

With that in mind, here are afew thoughtsin regards to...]

II. THE PARABLE APPLIED

A. WE LEARN THE DANGER OF PRIDE...

1.

The wise man wrote:

a. “Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit beforeafall.” - Pr 16:18

b. “Aman’spridewill bring him low, But the humble in spirit will retain honor.”
- Pr 29:23

The danger of prideisnot just in socid settings (as per the parable), but in our relaionship

with God!

a. TheLord hatespride - Pr 8:13

b. Itisddfilesman-Mk 7:21-23

c. lItisof theworld, not of the Father - 1 Jn 2:15-17

B. WE LEARN THE IMPORTANCE OF HUMILITY...

1.
2.

The Lord blesses the humble - Ps 25:9; Pr 3:34
Humility isamark of wisdom - Pr 11:2
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3. Humility precedes honor like arrogance goes before destruction - Pr 18:12; cf. 22:4

C. THEREFORE, LET USASDISCIPLESOF CHRIST...
1. Bedothed with humility - Co 3:12
2. Behumble before God - 1 Pe 5:6
3. Behumblein our dedlings with our brethren in Chrigt - Ph 2:3
4. Behumblein our dedlings with those around us, even those who oppose us-Ti 3:2; 2 Ti
2:24-25

CONCLUSION

1. Through such asmple parable, Jesus has taught us a most important truth:  the need to be humblein
our relatiions with God and those around ug!

2. Humility isnot apopular grace in our culture...
a Itisconsdered asgn of weskness by many
b. Peoplefear that they will be made afloor mat by others

3. But we must remember that God iswatching, and it is He who said:

For thus saysthe High and Lofty One

Who inhabits eternity, whose nameis Holy:

“I dwell in the high and holy place,

With him who has a contrite and humble spirit,

To revive the spirit of the humble,

And to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” (Isaiah 57:15)

4. If wededrethe Lord to dwell with us, then let uswak humbly before Him, as Micah wrote...
He has shown you, O man, what is good;
And what does the LORD require of you
But to do justly, To love mercy,
And to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

May God give us the grace to so wak before Him!
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Great Supper (Lk 14:15-24)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inourlast study, we found Jesus at the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees...

a

b.

He had gone there to eat bread on the Sabbath - Lk 14:1

Watched closdly by the lawyers and Pharisees who were present, Jesus healed a man with
dropsy, and silenced their objections to Him hedling on the Sabbath - Lk 14:2-6

Noticing how they were choosing the best places to Sit, Jesus taught the parable of “ Taking
The Lowest Place” to teach the importance of humility - Lk 14:7-11

2. It wason this same occasion that Jesus taught another parable...

a

b.

Known asthe parable of “ The Great Supper”, itisrecorded in Lk 14:15-24
Oneimmediately notices smilarities between this parable and the parable of “ The Wedding
Feast”, foundin Mt 22:1-14

3. But these parables are not one and the same...
a. Theoccasionisdifferent

1) Theparableof “ The Wedding Feast” was actudly told later in Jesus’ minidry, during His
find week, and in the Temple

2) Theparableof “The Great Supper” wastold much earlier, and at the house of the
Pharisee

The gpplicationis different

1) Theparableof “ The Wedding Feast” appears directed more to the nation of Isradl asa
whole, in rgecting the Son of the King - cf. Mt 22:1-3

2) Theparableof “ The Great Supper” does not appear to have such alimited focus, thusits
goplication may hit alittle closer to home

[Sinceit “hits closer to home”, we want to be careful to make whatever gpplication of this parable we
can. Let’sbegin with some preliminary observations...]

|. THE PARABLE ANALYZED

A. THE SETTING...

1. Agan, Jesusisedting at the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees, along with a number
of lawyers and Pharisees - Lk 14:1-6
a. Hehadjus told the parable of “ Taking The Lowest Place” - Lk 14:7-11
b. Hethen tdls His host that when he has a dinner or a supper, that he ought to invite those
who cannot repay him - Lk 14:12-14
1) Jesusisnot saying that we can “never” have our friends, etc., over
2) Hislanguage hereis amilar to that found in Jn 6:27
a) Where, taken literaly, one might conclude it is wrong to work for aliving
b) Butthe“do not this...but do this’ isagrammaticd way to stress what should
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be emphasized
¢) Inthiscase spiritua food is more important than physica food
d) Anocther example of thistype of languageisfoundin 1 Pe 3:3-4
3) SoHeisdressng hospitdity towards those who cannot repay usin thislife
Jesus’ comments prompt a response from one who heard Him - Lk 14:15
a “Blessed ishewho shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!”
b. Thissaying waslikely precipitated by Jesus’ reference to the being repaid at the
resurrection of thejust - cf. Lk 14:14
c. “Thelanguage of Christ implied that God himself would feast those who feasted
the poor, and thisimplication accor ded with the Jewish notion that the kingdom
of God would be ushered in with a great festival. Inspired by thisthought, and
feeling confident that he should have been part of the festivities, this guest
exclaimed upon the anticipated blessedness” (McGarvey)
d. That the gpesker would refer to eschatologica blessings in the symbolism of a heavenly
banquet was not out of place - cf. Mt 8:11-12; Re 19:9
-- Itisthis comment by the other guest that prompts Jesus to tell another parable

B. THE PARABLE ITSELF...

1.
2.

4,

A certain man gives agreat supper and extends hisinvitation - Lk 14:16-17

However, those invited began to make excuses...

a.  One had bought a piece of ground, and said he must go seeit - Lk 14:18

b. Another had bought five yoke of oxen, and wanted to test them - Lk 14:19

c. A third said he had married, and could not come - Lk 14:20

The magter, being angry, sends his servant to go out and invite others...

a. Atfirg, the poor, mamed, lame and blind (i.e,, socia outcasts) - Lk 14:21

b. But thereisill room, so the servant is sent out again, to compel those among the
highways and hedgesto come - Lk 14:22-23

But those invited who made excuses would not taste of his supper - Lk 14:24

[Jesus does not explain the meaning of this parable, so we are left on our own. Here are some thoughts
inregardsto...

II. THE PARABLE APPLIED

A. GOD HASMADE WONDERFUL PROVISIONSFOR THE FUTURE...

1.

2.

3.
4,

The great supper likely symbolizes the time &fter the resurrection - cf. Lk 14:14-15
As indicated above, the blessings of the kingdom of heaven in its eternd State are often
depicted in the figure of great feast - cf. Mt 8:11-12; Re 19:9

Paul writes of the wonderful blessngs yet to come - cf. Ep 2.7

John writes of the vison he saw relaing to these blessngs - Re 21:1-7, 9-12; 22:1-5
Whatever these symbols represent, who would not want to experience it?

B. NOT ALL INVITED WILL EXPERIENCE THESE BLESSINGS...

1.

God has gracioudy extended the invitation of salvation, along with its future blessngs, to

may
a. Tothe Jew firg, and dso to the Greek (i.e., the Gentiles) - cf. Ro 1:16
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b. God certainly desres dl to be saved, not wanting any to perish-1 Ti 2:3-6; Ti 2:11;
2Pe3:9

c. And o theinvitation has been madeto al - cf. Re 22:17

2. Sadly, though, many will not accept the invitation, making excuses insteed

a.  These excuses may involve things that within themselves are noble
1) Such ashbusinessresponghilities- cf. Lk 14:18-19
2) Such asfamily respongbilities- cf. Lk 14:20

b. The problem isthat priorities are misplaced, and one should not alow earthly mattersto
take priority over spiritual matters - cf. Mt 6:33; Lk 10:38-42

C. THOSE WHO WILL EXPERIENCE THE BLESSINGSMIGHT SURPRISE US!

1. Many understand the parable to have initid reference to the offer of the gospel to Gentiles
after itsrgection by the Jews - e.g., Mt 21:43

2. Others seethe reference to the offer of salvation to the publicans and sinners after its
rgjection by the religious leaders of that day - eg., Mt 21:31-32

3. Might we not make gpplication to oursaves today?
a. Many “inthe church’ often make excuses for not serving the Lord as they should
b. Yetwith aspirit of saf-righteousness they expect to be “guests at the great supper”
c. Intheend, though, it will be the humble, often despised yet ever faithful, servants of the

Lord who shdl “taste my supper” - cf. Lk 14:24

CONCLUSION

1. TheLord has certainly prepared awonderful “supper”, and has extended the invitation to al:
“Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” (Re 19:9)
“And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!” And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’
And let him who thirst come. And whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.”
(Re 22:17)
2. Thedanger isdlowing the affairs of life to kegp us from accepting this gracious invitation:

“But they all with one accord began to make excuses...” (Lk 14:18a)

Areyou prone to make excusesin responding to the cal of the Lord? May the parable of “ The Great
Supper” serveasawarning to usdl!
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The Parables Of Jesus
TheLost Sheep (Lk 15:1-7)

INTRODUCTION

1.

In previous parables we have seen expressed the Father’ s desire that the lost be saved...

a. E.g, “TheWedding Feest” - Mt 22:1-14

b. E.g.,“The Great Supper” - Lk 14:15-24

-- Both of which revealed the Father’ s desire that many enjoy the wonderful blessings to be found

in Hiskingdom

In the fifteenth chapter of Luke, we find three more parables that reved the great love of our Father
in heaven...

a “ThelLost Sheep” - Lk 15:1-7

b. “ThelLos Coin” - Lk 15:8-10

c. “TheProdigad Son" - Lk 15:11-32

These three parables...
a. Weretold on the same occasion, in response to murmuring by Pharisees and scribes
b. Havethe same centrd theme “The Father’syearning love for the lost” (Hendriksen)

These parables were designed, though...
a. Not just to tell us about the Father’ s love for the lost
b. But what should be our attitude toward the lost as well!

[Thefirg of these three parablesis“ The Lost Sheep’ (Lk 15:1-7). Aswe endeavor to appreciate its
full meaning, e’ s begin by naticing...]

THE SETTING OF THE PARABLE

A. TAX COLLECTORSAND SINNERSDRAW NEAR TO JESUS- Lk 15:1

1. The*“tax collectors” (publicans, KJV) were considered extortioners and traitors by the
scribes and Pharisees
a. Extortioners, because they collected more than was required, for persona gain
b. Trators, because while Jews they represented an occupying power (Rome)

2. The*dnners” were other people of bad reputation
a. Perhaps people excommunicated from the synagogues (B. W. Johnson)
b. Perhapsincluding harlots, who were known to be receptive to the preaching of the

kingdom - cf. Mt 21:31-32

-- Judt asthey wereinterested in hearing what John had to say, so they were interested in

ligening to Jesud

B. THE PHARISEESAND SCRIBESMURMUR ABOUT JESUSRECEIVING
SINNERS- Lk 15:2
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1. ThePharisees and scribes were among the Jewish religious leaders a that time
2. Jesus had often been seen in the company of “snners’
a. Hesdected atax collector to be one of His disciples, and did not hesitate to dine with
other tax collectors - Lk 5:27-29
b. Snnerswould often linger around Him, to the consternation of the religious dite- LK 7:
36-39
--  Once again, this practice of Jesus associating with snners brings a charge againg Him

[In response to this “murmuring” by the Pharisees and scribes, Jesus now tdlls three parables. Thefirst
of whichis* The Lost Sheep”, andin ver ses 4-7 wefind....]

II. THE PARABLE ITSELF, AND JESUS APPLICATION

A. THE PARABLE - Lk 15:4-6
1. Toillugrate their own hypocrisy and inconsstency, Jesus chalenges them to consider
whether they would do any different by starting out with: “ What man of you...”
2. Any one of them, with a hundred sheep, but one sheep having gone astray...
a. Would leave the ninety-nine and go after the lost onetill he found it
b. Would bring it homergoicing
c. And would invite othersto regjoice over finding the sheep that was lost

B. THE APPLICATION BY JESUS- Lk 15:7
1. Judt asthey would rgoice over finding one lost sheep...
2. Sothereismorejoy in heaven:
a.  Over one Snner who repents
b. Than over ninety-nine just personsin no need of repentance

[In this smple parable, Jesus shows the hypocrisy and inconsistency of those who murmured againgt
Him. But Jesus did much more He gave us a glimpse into the heart of God, and His greet love for
snners. Also, what should be our attitude toward snners as well.

With that in mind, hereisasummary of some. ]

[11.LESSONS TO BE GLEANED FROM THE PARABLE

A. THE LOVE OF GOD FOR THOSE WHO ARE LOST...

1. God'sloveisa“seeking’ love
a. Thatis Heisnot amply waiting for those who are logt to find Him
b. But He has and continues to reach out for those who are log!

2. Asevidenceof this...
a. God sent His Son to save theworld - Jn 3:16
b. Jesuscameto seek and savethelost - Lk 19:10

3. Therefore we should not be surprised to learn that His disciples are dso to be involved in
“seeking and saving thelog” - cf. Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-16

B. THE JOY OF GOD OVER THOSE WHO REPENT...
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1. Inthisparadle..
a.  Jesussmply saysthere will be“joy in heaver?’
b. The other two parablesin this chapter will make it clear that God reoices when the lost

are saved

2. While God is certainly pleased that “ninety-nine” are righteous...
a. Therewill be“morejoy” over one snner who repents
b. Andrightly so, inlight of what might have happened if the “logt” had not been “found”!
3. Implied in dl thisisthe thought that WE should have the same dtitude of love and joy when
it comesto the sdvation of Snnerd

[Which leads me to one last point that should not be overlooked when we consider the context in
which this parable was told...]

C. THE PRINCIPLE OF SEPARATION DOESNOT MEAN ISOLATION...
1. Itistruethat Christians areto be “separate” from the world - cf. 2 Co 6:14-18
a. Wemust not be “unequaly yoked together with unbelievers’
b. We mus “come out from among them and be separate”’
2. But doesthisrequire isolating oursdves from those in the world? No!

a.  Paul recognized that we could egt with those in theworld - 1 Co 5:9-11
b. Heingructed the Corinthiansto eat with thosein theworld - 1 Co 10:27-29
c. Jesuscetanly aewithsnnerd - Lk 15:1-2
d. Andwe cannot be...
1) Theddt of the earth unless we mingle with the mest - cf. Mt 5:13
2) Thelight of the world unless we shinein darkness - cf. Mt 5:14
CONCLUSION

1. Indeed, love for thelost may sometimes mean that we haveto...
a. “gointothewilderness’ to find the onewhichislost - Lk 15:4
b. Put up with those who may “murmur” because of our associating with sinners- Lk 15:2

2. Butif associating with Snnersistruly an effort to “seek and save that which lost”...
a.  We are demondrating the kind of love for the lost digplayed by Father in heaven
b. We canlook forward to the same joy experienced in heaven when one sinner repents!

And thisjoy is not limited to those in heaven, or to those involved in seeking the logt. 1t isdso available
to those who are being saved, as seen in the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch! - cf. Ac 8:35-39

Have you responded to the gospd in the same manner as the Ethiopian eunuch?
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The Parables Of Jesus
ThelLost Coin (Lk 15:8-10)

INTRODUCTION

1. Our previous lesson introduced the context in which this parable is found...

a. Thetax collectors and sinners had drawn near to Jesusto hear Him - Lk 15:1

b. The Pharisees and scribes were murmuring because Jesus would receive them and eat with
them- Lk 15:2

c. Inresponse, Jesus told three parables as recorded in Luke 15...
1) “ThelLost Sheep” - Lk 15:3-7
2) “TheLogt Coin” - Lk 15:8-10
3) “TheProdigd Son’ - Lk 15:11-32

3. Asnoted in the previous lesson...
a. Thesethree parables have the same centrd theme: “ The Father’s yearning love for the
lost” (Hendriksen)
b. They dso reved what our own attitude should be toward the lost

[In thislesson, we shdll congder the parable of “ The Lost Coin” (Lk 15:8-10). Let’sbegin by
reading the parable and then taking a closer |ook...]

|. THE PARABLE ANALYZED

A. ASTOLD BY JESUS...
1. Any woman, having ten Slver coins, if sheloses one coin...
a. Will light alamp, sweep the house, and seek diligently until shefindsit
b. Uponfinding it will cal her friends and neighbors together to rgjoice with her
2. Ingmilar fashion, thereisjoy in the presence of the angels of God over one snner who
repents - Lk 15:8-10

B. SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION...
1. Thesdlver coin, like the Roman denarius, was equivadent to a day’ swage
2. The home of the poorer classes was usudly smdl, with dirt floors and few windows
3. Finding alogt coinin adark and dusty place would not be easy

C. WHAT THE PARABLE MEANS...
1. William Hendriksen, in his commentary, reates some interesting “explanations”

a. That the woman symbolizes the Holy Spirit, supposedly because...
1) The Son was symbolized in the parable of “Lost Sheep”
2) The Father would be featured in the parable of “The Prodigd Sor”
-- Therefore having the woman represent the Spirit would complete the trinity

b. That the lamp represents the gospel

c. That the broom sgnifiesthe Law

The Parables Of Jesus 89



Mark A. Copeland

2. But Hendriksen discounts such imaginative dlegorizing (asdo 1)
a. Aswith most parables, thereis only one point, just one central lesson
b. AndJesus’ own explanation makesit clear what the parable is desgned to teach
3. Thisparable reinforces the main point in the previous parable...
a. That therewill be® morejoy in heaven” over one snner who repents - Lk 15:7
b. Here, the expressonis“morejoy in the presence of the angels of God” - Lk
15:10
1) Doesthis mean to say that angels rejoice when a sSinner repents?
a) They certainly take adeep interest in our sdvation - 1 Pe 1:10-12; He 1:
13-14; Mt 18:10
b) They have been, and will be, involved in carrying out God' s plan of sdvation
- Lk 2:10-14; Mt 25:31; 2Th 1:7-9
2) But note that Jesus said “ in the presence of the angels’ ...
a) Thejoy isexperienced in their presence, not in them per se
b) Whoisin their presence? God!
¢) HeWho dwelsin the presence of angleswill grestly rgjoice! - cf. Ezek 18:23,
32; 33:11; Zeph 3:17; 2 Pe 3:9

[Agan, this pardble’ stheme is amilar to the othersin this chapter: “ The Father’s year ning love for
thelost”. Suchloveisevident by thejoy “in heaven” and “in the presence of angels’ when just
one Snner repents.

Now for afew thoughts concerning...]

II. THE PARABLE APPLIED

A. WHAT OUR ATTITUDE SHOULD BE TOWARD THE LOST...

1. Therearefour different attitudes one can assume toward the lost:
a. Hatethem (sdf-righteousindividuas may have this atitude)
b. Regard them with indifference (some Chrigtians have this atitude)
c. Wecome them when they come to you (the Pharisees and scribes considered Jesus

guilty of thisone)

d. Seek them

2. From thefirs two parables and the setting which precipitated ther tdling, we leamn...
a.  Jesusnot only “welcomed” them (option “c”)
b. He“sought” them! (option “d”) - e.g., Lk 19:10 (cf. v. 5); Jn 10:16

-- S0 our atitude should be one of both welcoming and seeking those who are lost!

B. WHAT OUR ATTITUDE SHOULD BE TOWARD THE PENITENT...

1. Both parables (“The Lost Sheep” and “The Logt Coin”) describe the heavenly joy when a
sinner repents - Lk 15:7,10

2. What isour attitude when asinner repents?
a Areweindifferent? (“Ho hum, so what...”)
b. Arewe skeptical? (“I wonder if they redly repented”)
c. Arewejudgmental? (*Shame on them for snning in the firg placel™)
d. Or arewefull of joy? (“That'swonderful! Praise beto God!”)
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--  When a soul repents, it should be an occasion of greet joy! - eg., 2 Co 7:4-9

CONCLUSION

1. Theparableof “TheLost Coin” should serve to remind us that...
a.  God not only welcomes snners, He goes out of Hisway to save them!
b. God rgoices when sinners repent

2. Itisimportant that we posses these same attitudes toward the lo...
a. Fird, and foremost, because we are to imitate our Father and our Savior - Ep 5:1-2
b. Secondly, Jesusfdt it important enough to tell two parables that are virtudly identica
1) Perhapsfor sske of emphasis
2) Perhaps oneto strike home to the men (“ The L ost Sheep’ ), and the other to drive the
point home to the women (“ The Lost Coin™)
C. But dso, because Jesus went on to tell another parable that will make the point even stronger!
-- Tha parableis*” The Prodigal Son”, which we hope to consider in our next sudy.

But if you arein need of repentance, why not answer the call of the Father who is seeking you today?
He calls you through the gospd (2 Th 2:14), and Heis cdling you into Hiskingdom and glory (1 Th
2:12). Therewill bejoy in heaven, and in our own hearts as well!
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The Parables Of Jesus
TheProdigal Son (Lk 15:11-32)

INTRODUCTION

1. Withthe parable of “ The Prodigal Son”, Jesus reaches the gpex in His response to the charge
againg Him by the Pharisees and scribes...
a. Ther accusation? “ This man receives sinners and eats with them.” - Lk 15:2
b. Hisresponse? Three parablesin which Heillugtrates“ The Father’s Yearning Love For The
Lost” (Hendriksen)...
1) “ThelLost Sheep” - Lk 15:3-7
2) “TheLost Cain” - Lk 15:8-10
3) “TheProdigal Son’ - Lk 15:11-32

2. Theparable of “The Prodigal Son” has been called...
a. “Thepearl and crown of all the parables’ (Trench)
b. Evangeliumin Evangelio (i.e, The Gospd within the Gospdl)

3. Whileitiscommonly cdled “ The Prodigal Son” (prodigd meaning “wasteful”)...
a. Itcanrightfully be cdled the parable of “ The Loving Father” (Wiershe)
b. For it reveals more about the love of the father than of the snfulness of the younger son

4. The parable dso reveds much about the heart of the unforgiving elder son, whose purposein this
parable is to rebuke those unwilling to reach out and receive the lost who repent

[Let’sbegin our sudy of this“pearl and crown of al the parables’ by reading it in its entirety, and then
examining its mgor features (pleaseread Lk 15:11-32)...]

. ANALYZING THE PARABLE OF “THE PRODIGAL SON”

A. HISDEPARTURE FROM HOME - Lk 15:11-13a

1. Theyounger son asks hisfather to give him his portion of the inheritance due him

a. According to the Law of Moses, the eldest son received a double portion - cf. Deu
21:17

b. Sincethere were two sons, the younger son would receive one-third

2. Like so many impatient young people today, the younger son...
a. Dedred to be free from parentd restraints
b. Dedred to have hisfather’ sinheritance “now”

3. Thefaher grants him his request, and the younger son soon takes dl that he has to a distant
country

B. HISLIFE ABROAD - Lk 15:13b-19
1. With“prodigd” (wasteful, extravagant) living, he soon depletes his possessions
2. Hispoverty is complicated by afamine that strikes the country
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3. Indesperation, he hires himsdlf to another to feed his pigs
a. Thiswould be most degrading to a Jew, for pigs were considered unclean - cf. L ev
11:7
b. According to Hendriksen, there was a saying current among the Jews at that time:
“May a cur se come upon the man who caresfor swine!”
c. With great hunger, he would have gladly esten what was given to the pigs
4. Hefinaly comesto his senses.
a. Recdling how well fed were hisfather’ s hired servants
b. They had plenty, and here he was, perishing with hunger!
--  Soto hunger and humiliation, there is now added homesickness
5. Heresolvesto return home...
a. Toconfesshissn againg heaven (i.e,, God swill) and hisfather
b. To confess his unworthiness to be called hisfather’s son
C. Tobemadeonly like one of hisfather’s hired servants

C. HISRETURN HOME - Lk 15:20-32
1. Warmly welcomed by hisfather - Lk 15:20-24
a. Carying out hisresolution, the prodigal son returns home
b. Whiledill agreat way away, the father sees him (had he been looking for his son?)
C. Thefahe’sgrest loveisimmediatey evident...
1) Hehascompassion
2) Herunsto greet hisson
3) Hethrows hisarms around his son's neck
4) Hekisseshim
d. Theson quickly confesses his Sin, and his unworthiness to be caled ason
e. But before he can even say “Make me one of your hired servants’, the father joyfully
cals upon his servantsto...
1) Bring out the best robe and put it on him
2) Put aring on his hand, and sandas on his feet
3) Kill the fatted calf in order to celebrate his return
-- All of which serveto reingate the son as a person of importance and authority
f.  What this meansto the father is touchingly summarized in these words...
1) “for thismy son was dead and is alive again”
2) “hewaslost and isfound”
--  Cetanly any parent can relate to emotions expressed by this father!
2. Jealoudy rejected by hisbrother - Lk 15:25-32
a. Thedder son, returning from the field, wonders what the celebration is about
b. When told by one of the servants, he angrily refusesto goin
c. Thefather comesout, and pleads with him...
1) The elder son's complaints:
a) For many years he had served hisfather
b) He had never transgressed his father’ swill
¢) Thefather had never provided such aceebration for him
d) But when the son who squandered his father’ s inheritance with harlots returns
home, the fatted caf iskilled for him!
-- lsn'tit easy to sympathize with the elder son?
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2) Thefather'sresponse:
a) Notefirs how tenderly the father treats THIS son (addressing him as“ child”
in the Greek)
b) He recognizesthe elder son' sfathfulness (“ you are always with me™)
¢) Hereassuresthe son that the remaining inheritanceishis (* all that | haveis
yours”)
d) Yetthefather maintainsthat it isright to celebrate...
1/ “your brother...” (note the contrast)
a Thedder son had cdled his brother, “this son of yours’
b/ The father emphasizes the brotherly relation, “your brother”
2/ *..wasdead andisalive again, and waslost and isfound.” (repesting
what was said to the servantsin Lk 15:24)

[So ends this “pearl and crown” of dl the parables, leaving us with a sharp contrast between the love of
the father and the jealousy of the elder brother. No further explanation is given, but none isredly
needed if we just contemplate upon this parable in its context.

But to make sure we don't overlook the obvious, just afew thoughtsin regardsto...]

II. APPLYING THE PARABLE OF “THE PRODIGAL SON”

A. THE MAIN ELEMENTSARE EASILY DISCERNED...
1. Thefaher symbolizes our heavenly Father
2. Theprodiga sonin coming home represents the penitent sinner
3. Theéeder brother reflected the attitude of the self-righteous Pharisees and scribes - cf. Lk
15:2

B. THE KEY LESSONS SHOULD BE EVIDENT ASWELL...
1. Our heavenly Father loves His children
a. Even when they turn away from Him, His hearts yearns for themin love
b. But especidly when they return with a penitent attitude
1) Thereis“joyin heaven” - Lk 15:7
2) Thereis“joy in the presence of the angels of God” - Lk 15:10
3) ltwasright to “ make merry and beglad” - Lk 15:32
2. Thefaithful children of God need to understand the proper way to receivethe
erring child who returnsto God
a.  Not with any sbling jedousy, but with joyous celebration! - Lk 15:32
b. With adrong regffirmation of love:
1) Asillugrated by the father in the parable
2) AsPaul ingtructed the Corinthiansin 2 Co 2:6-8

CONCLUSION

1. “TheProdigal Son”, dong with the two previous parables, was told by Jesus to teach these
important lessons to the Pharisees and scribes
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2. Yet while directed toward them, imagine how these parables comforted the hearts of those “ tax
collectorsand sinners” who had drawn near to Jesusto hear Him! - Lk 15:1
a. Though consdered unacceptable by the rdigious dlite, they learned that they could be accepted
by God!
b. That God was seeking for them, and would lovingly receive them if they would repent!
-- Isthis the same message we convey to those logt in sin, but who are willing to draw near and
listen to the gospd ?

3. Wemust never forget that it was Jesus who said:

“Those who are well do not need a physician, but those who are sick. | have not come
to call therighteous, but sinners, to repentance.” (Lk 5:31-32)

Dear friend, have you like the prodigal son “come to himsdlf”, redlizing how far one fals when they turn
away from God?

May you be moved to repentance this by parable, “the gogpd within the gospe”; and may you never
forget that your heavenly Father anxioudy awaits your reconciliation with Him!

Together with God, we offer you the gospd of Chrigt (cf. Mk 16:15-16) as a message of reconciliation:
“Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading

through us. we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”
(2Co05:20)
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The Parables Of Jesus
TheUnjust Steward (Lk 16:1-15)

INTRODUCTION

1.

In Luke 15, Jesus responded to the murmuring of the Pharisees and scribes by tdling three

parables...

a “ThelLost Sheep” - Lk 15:1-7

b. “TheLos Coin” - Lk 15:8-10

c. “TheProdigd Son’ - Lk 15:11-32

--  These parables answered the charge that Jesus received sinners and ate with them, and
beautifully illusrate“ The Father’'s Yearning Love For The Lost” (Hendriksen)

At the beginning of L uke 16, we find that Jesus now turnsto hisdisciples.

a. Hetdlstheparable of “The Unjust Steward” - Lk 16:1-8a

b. He makesthe application of the parable - Lk 16:8b-13

c. And responds to the derision of the Pharisees who heard Him - Lk 16:14-15

The parable of “ The Unjust Steward” is considered by many to be difficult...

a. It has caused much perplexity

b. It has made some wonder if Jesus was commending the unjust seward for his dishonesty
--  But the main point of the parable should be clear enough when we consider it carefully

[And that is exactly what | hope to do aswe begin by noticing fird...]

THE PARABLE ITSELF

A. AWASTEFUL STEWARD - Lk 16:1-2
1. A rich man hearsthat his seward was wasting his goods
2. The seward istold to give an account of his stewardship and then be relieved

B. A SHREWD STEWARD - Lk 16:3-8a
1. The steward reasons within himsdlf concerning his dilemma
a “What can | do?’
b. “I cannot dig; | am ashamed to beg”
2. Hedeterminesto s0 act asto ensure that others will receive him into their homes
a. Hecdlsfor hismaster’'s debtors
b. Hehasthem change ther hillsto reflect smdler debts
1) Thischests his master even more
2) Butingrdtiates him to his master’ s debtors by lowering their debts
c. It may bethe seward smply removed what interest had incurred with the debts
1) Though usury was forbidden by the Law (Ex 22:25; Deu 23:19), this prohibition
was often circumvented
2) It wascommon a that time for arich man to have his seward do it, and then deny
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knowledge of it if cameto light (i.e., “plausble deniability”)
3) If it wasonly interest being removed, what the steward did not only pleased the
debtors, but the master couldn't publicly object
-- cf. The Parables Of Jesus, Simon Kistemaker, p. 228-229
3. Theunjust geward is commended by his master for his shrewdness
a. Not that the master approved of the action per se
b. But he could not deny that the steward was shrewd enough to know how to use what
he had to his best advantage

[The purpose of the parable is not to commend the steward for his“ dishonesty” (note: heiscaled the
“unjust” steward, though that appellation might refer to his conduct prior to being found out for his
wadefulness), but for his“ shrewdness’. He used what was a his disposd to plan for the future! That
isthe point Jesusis making, aswe go onto see...]

II. THE PARABLE APPLIED

A. JESUS COMMENT CONCERNING SHREWDNESS- Lk 16:8b

1. “For the sonsof thisworld are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of
light.”

2. Theword “shrewd” means...
a. Characterized by keen awareness, sharp intelligence, and often a sense of the practica
b. Digposed to artful and cunning practices,; tricky
--  Thefirg definition reveds that being shrewd does not dways mean evil

3. Jesus' obsarvation isthat:
a. People of theworld are generdly very resourceful with things of thisworld
b. Suchisnot dways the case with the people of God

B. JESUS APPLICATION OF THE PARABLE - Lk 16:9
1. Thisverseisdifficult, but let’s begin with explanaions for some of theterms
a. “unrighteous mammon”
1) Theword “mammon’ is the Aramaic word for “riches’
2) 1t may be called “unrighteous” because it is often used for evil purposes, or because
it isuncertain, undependable - cf. 1 Ti 6:17
b. “when you (it) fails’
1) When your richesfall
2) Orwhenyou fail dueto lack of riches
c. “they may receive you”
1) “they” refer to the “friends’ made through the use of mammon
2) Someinterpret thisto refer to God and Jesus, others think those you have helped
d. “into everlasting habitations’ - i.e, heaven itsdlf
1) Either that God and Jesus will receive you into heaven
2) Or those souls you may have helped will welcome you into heaven
2. With these definitionsin mind, here are two explanations worthy of note:
a. “Theonly friendswho can receive usinto heaven arethe Father and the Son.
These are, then, the friends we must secure. During life our means must be so
used asto please God and to lay up eternal treasure. If weuseit asatrust of
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the Lord we will secure such afriend. Instead of hoarding we must make
heavenly friends” (B. W. Johnson)

b. “Worldly possession arethe Christian’s stewardship. If he has been wasting
them in sdlf-indulgence, he must take war ning from the par able and so employ
them in deeds of usefulness and mercy that, when the stewardship istaken
from him, he may have obtained for himsdlf arefugefor the future. But how
can those whom the Christian had befriendedr eceive him into heaven? The key
to the difficulty isfound at Mt 25:35-40 where our Lord altogether identifies
himsdf with hispoor and unfortunate disciples, and returnson their behalf a
heavenly recompense for any kindness which has been shown them on the
earth. Only in this secondary and subor dinate sense can those whom the
Christian has benefited receive him into heaven. Nor does the passage teach
that thereisany MERIT in almsgiving, sincethething given isalready the
property of another (Lk 16:12). AlImsgiving isonly a phase of the fidelity
required of a steward, and thereward of a steward isnot of merit but of grace.
SeelLk 17:7-10 Mt 25:21.” (J. W. McGarvey)

3. Themain point of the parable, in either case, is make proper use of materid riches...

a. Usethem with aview to eternity!

b. Beaware of the danger of riches!

4. Thisismade clearer as we go on to consder...

C. JESUS ADMONITION TO FAITHFULNESS- Lk 16:10-12

1. Hedartsby gating two maxims - cf. Lk 16:10
a. “Hewhoisfaithful in what isleast is faithful also in much”
b. “Hewhoisunjustin whatisleastisunjust alsoin much”

2. Hethen gppliesit to the matter of “mammon’ - Lk 16:11
a. If we haven't been faithful in our handling of “mammon’ (materid riches)...
b. How can we expect to be entrusted with “true riches’ (spiritua riches)?
--  Remember the parable of “The Tdents’? - cf. Mt 25:14-30

3. Hethen reminds us that what riches we have are not our own - Lk 16:12
a. If wearen't fathful with that which beongsto another...
b. Then who will give uswhat is ours?
-- At the present we are Smply stewards; nothing we have isredly ours, but God' gl

D. JESUS WARNING CONCERNING TWO MASTERS- Lk 16:13
1. Perhaps another reason why Jesus refers to materid riches as " unrighteous” mammon is
because it tends to draw people away from God!
2. While mammon desires to be our master, so does God
3. Since we cannot serve two masters, we can't serve both God and mammon
--  Thismay imply we must control mammon (and not vice versa) through proper use

[In warning about the danger of mammon and the need to use it properly, areaction comes not from the
disciples, but the Pharisees who were ligening in...]

I1I.THE PHARISEES DERISION AND JESUS’ RESPONSE
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A. THE PHARISEESDERIDE JESUS- Lk 16:14
1. Thereason is because they were lovers of money
2. We should therefore expect dl lovers of money to react in asmilar way to what Jesusis
teaching in this passage
3. Indeed, even some worldly Christians don't take Jesus serioudy when it comesto materid
riches

B. JESUSRESPONDS- Lk 16:15
1. They seek to judtify themselves before men, but God knew their heart
a. They may have taken issue with Jesus, professing theologica grounds
b. Butthered reason: they wereloversof money!
2. God and man do not always see things dike
a. There are things that man esteems highly (like money)
b. But such things may be an abomination to God (e.g., money when improperly used)

CONCLUSION

1. Theparableof “ The Unjust Steward” isdesgned to stimulate our thinking about the proper use of
materid riches..
a. What ispraised is not the dishonesty of the steward, but his shrewdness
b. Especidly in hisuse of money to ingratiate himsdlf to future benefactors

2. Jesusteaches usto be shrewd in our use of materid riches...
a.  Usethem with aview to eternity, demongtrating that you can be faithful with true riches, and
with what will one day be truly your own!
b. By using mammon properly, it becomes our servant rather than our master

3. Inhisfirg episleto Timothy, Paul had smilar things to say about materia riches...
a. Thereisadangerous Sdeto materid riches-1 Ti 6:9-10
b. But when properly used, they can help store up for ourselves a good foundetion for the time to
come, and lay hold on eternd life! - 1 Ti 6:17-19
-- Not that riches can earn or merit salvation, but improper use can certainly keep usfrom it! (cf.
1Ti 6:9-10)

Are you shrewd with the use of the riches presently entrusted to your ewardship? Areyou using them
to make friends (e.g., pleasing God) who can receive you into everlagting habitations when your materia
riches are no more? Remember the words of Jesus:

“Thereforeif you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will
commit to your trust the trueriches?” (Lk 16:11)
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The Parables Of Jesus
TheRich Man And Lazarus (Lk 16:19-31)

INTRODUCTION

1. Wecome now to afamiliar sory told by Jesus “ The Rich Man And Lazarus”

a. Commonly referred to as parable, though | have my doubts
1) Itistheonly oneinwhich names of actud individuds are used
2) Onewas certainly ared-life person, Abraham

b. Sometry to avoid its teaching concerning life after deeth by saying it isonly a parable
1) E.g., “Jehovah s Witnesses’
2) Who do not believein life after desth for the wicked

c. But even this story isaparable, parablestold by Jesus were true-to-life
1) Not fantasy stories
2) Butillugtrations based upon events that were actudly possible

-- Sonot only isthere the ultimate point to be gleaned, but there is much we can learn about life
after deeth from this“parable”!

2. There are amilarities with this sory and “The Unjust Steward”...
a. Both gart out by saying “ There was a certain rich man...”
b. The previous parable stressed the proper use of wedlth; this sory illustrates one who did not
“make friends...by unrighteous mammon”
c. Bothcdl usto repent beforeit istoo late

[Let’ s begin our study by considering...]

|. THE PARABLEITSELF

A. THERICH MAN AND LAZARUSIN LIFE...

1. A cetanrichman-Lk 16:19
a. Clothed in purple and finelinen
b. Fared sumptuoudy every day

2. A certain beggar named Lazarus - Lk 16:20-21
a Full of sores
b. Lad a the rich man' s gate, hoping to be fed crumbs from the rich man' stable
c. Dogscame and licked his sores (adding to his misery, or providing what little comfort

he enjoyed?)

B. THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUSIN DEATH...
1. They both die- Lk 16:22
a. Lazarusiscaried away by angelsto Abraham s bosom (what bliss!)
b. Therich man was buried (what an understatement by way of contrast!)
2. Therichmanintorment - Lk 16:23-26
a Heisin“Hades", but sees Abraham afar off and Lazarusin his bosom
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1) Theorigin of the word “Hades’ is uncertain...
a) Either fromidein (seen) with anegetive prefix A-, meaning “the unseen,
invighle”
b) Orfrom aianes, meaning “gloomy, gruesome”
2) InClasscd Greek...
a) Homer used the word as a proper name for the “god of the underworld”
b) In other literature, it stood for “the underworld” as the abode of dl the dead
1/ Which was divided into two parts (Smilar to Luke 16)
2/ Thesetwo parts were:
a The“Elysanfidds’, the abode of the good
b/ “Tartarus’, the place of punishment for the wicked
3) IntheNT, “Hades” isfound only deven times..
a) Tentimesitistrandated “hdl” or “hades’ (Mt 11:23; 16:18; Lk 10:15;
16:23; Ac 2:27, 31; Rev 1:18; 6:8; 20:13,14), and once it isthe “grave”
(1 Co 15:55)
b) Somebdievetha “Hades’ isthe redlm of ALL the dead (Smilar to the concept
of the Greeks), and made up of two separate parts...
1/ With Paradise (at least prior to the Ascension of Chrigt) for the righteous
2/ And Tartarus for the wicked - cf. 2 Pe 2:4,9
c) Othersbeievetheterm “Hades’ refers only to the place of the wicked
1/ Thatitisnot dearin Lk 16:22-23 whether Hades was just the abode of the
rich man, or also that of Lazarus and Abraham
2/ Andin Ac 2:26-27,31 we may have a case of synonymous pardleism, with
only the resurrected body of Christin view (“soul” being used to refer to the
body, and “Hades’ isreferring to the grave, as“Sheol” in the Hebrew
sometimes does)
d) Inany case “Hades’ isused at least on severd occasions in the New
Testament...
1/ Asthe place of thewicked - Lk 16:23
2/ Asaplace wherethe wicked arein torment - Lk 16:23
3/ Asatemporary place, to be thrown into “the lake of fire’ after the
Judgment - Re 20:13-14
b. Therich man pleads with Abraham for rdief - Lk 16:24-26
1) That he might send Lazarusto dip hisfinger in water and cool histongue
2) But Abraham reminds him how conditions have now been reversed
3) Besdes, thereisaqulf that prevents one from going to one place to the other
3. Therich man pleads with Abraham for hisfive brothers- Lk 16:27-31
a. That Abraham might send Lazarus to warn them of this place
b. Abraham saysthey have Maoses and the prophets (i.e., the word of God)
c. Therich man fearsthat will be inadequate to convince them to repent
d. Abraham saysthat if they won't lissen Moses and the prophets, neither would they be
persuaded though one rise from the dead

[While the condition of the dead is described herein very literd, earthy terms, the story of “ The Rich
Man And Lazarus” doesreved truths about life after death. What those truths are we shall see aswe
continue with...]
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II. THE PARABLE APPLIED

A. THE MAIN POINT...
The importance of heeding the Word of God! - Lk 16:29

1.

a

b.

Only by heeding the Word of God can one escape the torment of Hades
The rich man had not done so; for his brothers, it would be their only hope

If God’'s Word doesn't move you to repentance, amiracle won't either! - Lk 16:31

a

b.

Some people say they would believeif they only saw amiracle

But many people saw Jesus’ miracles, and did not believe; even His resurrection from
the dead did not convince some!

This may explain why the gpostles depended upon the Scriptures more than miracles to
convince people Jesus was the Messiah - cf. Ac 17:1-3

B. OTHER LESSONSTO BE DRAWN...
1. A few points adapted from those listed by J. C. Ryle :

a

A man sworldly condition is no test of his gate in the Sght of God

1) One may berich, but not rich toward God - Lk 12:21
2) One may be poor, but rich infaith! - Ja 2:5
Degth is the common end to which dl classes of mankind must come (“ the same event

happensto themall” - cf. Ecc 2:14)
The souls of believers are specidly cared for by God in the hour of degth (* ...carried

by angelsto Abraham’sbosom” - Lk 16:22)
Theredity of hell

1) This gory depicts the intermediate state of the wicked, between death and the
resurrection
2) Welearn that the wicked...
a) Do not ceaseto exist (“he lifted up hiseyesand saw”) - Lk 16:23
b) Areaware of where they are, and what is going on around them (*1 am
tormented in thisflame”) - Lk 16:24b
¢) Recognize others (* Father Abraham...send Lazarus...”) - Lk 16:24a
d) Remember those who have yet to follow them in deeth (“ for | have five
brothers’) - Lk 16:28a
Unconverted men find out the value of a soul, after desth, when it istoo late

1) Jesustried to teach the value of the soul before it wastoo late - Mt 16:26
2) When wewill learn? Now, or when it istoo late?
The greatest miracles would have no effect on men' s hearts, if they will not believe

God' sword

1) Thisrdatesto the main point of the story
2) Which emphasizes the importance of heeding the Word of God, and not depending
upon some sort of miracle!

2. A lesson NOT to be drawn from this parable is that it is snful to berich...
a.  Therich man was not the only person in this sory who had beenrichin hislife

b.

1) Abraham had been very rich! - cf. Gen 13:2
2) But he was dso very hospitable - cf. Gen 18:1-8
The difference isthat Abraham...
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1) Wasaman of fath (which comes by heeding the word of God - Ro 10:17)
2) Wasaman who “ made friends...by unrighteous mammon”

CONCLUSION

1. Why did Jesustell this story?
a. Wasit directed to His disciplesin particular?
b. Orwasit told with the Pharisees in mind?

2. Whilethe disciples would learn fromit, | suspect the Pharisees were the intended audience...
a. They were“loversof money” - Lk 16:14
b. They had just derided Jesus for His parable and the gpplication of “The Unjust Steward”
-- Thegory of “The Rich Man And Lazarus’ illugraiesthe fally of truging in one’ s wedlth

3. May this sory serve to remind us of...
a. Theredlity of punishment prepared for the wicked
b. Theimportance of preparing our soul for eternity
c. Theplacethe Word of God hasin that preparation!

AsJameswrotein hisepidle...

“Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness,
and receive with meekness the implanted word,
which is able to save your souls.
“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
(Ja1:21-22)

Are you heeding the Word of God which is able to save your soul?
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Unprofitable Servants (Lk 17:7-10)

INTRODUCTION

1. Jesusoften used the master-servant relationship in His parables to teach His disciplesimportant
principles concerning their service to God...
a. lllugrating the importance of forgivenessin “ The Unmer ciful Servant” - Mt 18:21-35
b. Condemning the mercenary spirit of servicein “ The Laborersin The Vineyard” - Mt 20:
1-16
c. Stressing the need for faithful and fruitful sarvicein “ The Talents” - Mt 25:14-30

2. Once again He uses the magter-service motif...
a. AsHetdlsthe parable known as* The Unprofitable Servants” - Lk 17:7-10
b. Inwhich He demondrates an important attitude to be found in His disciples

[Aswe study this parable, it might be well to ask oursdves. “What should be our attitude about the
servicewerender to God?” With that question in mind, let’sfirst consider...]

|. THE PARABLEITSELF

A. THE CONTEXT...
1. It may appear this parable is disconnected to what preceded it
2. But in describing the power of faith (Lk 17:5-6), it would be essy for the disciplesto fall
into asnare of pride
3. Thisparable would certainly help keep thingsin proper perspective

B. THE DETAILS...
1. Jesuschalenges His apostles to consider how they would act toward a servant
a. Asmadgter, none of them would be expected to invite the servant to sit down and eat
with His master - Lk 17:7
b. Asmager, any one of them would expect the servant to prepare his master’ smed and
serve him, egting only after the master isdone - Lk 17:8
c. Asmadter, none of them would likely thank the servant for doing what has been
commanded of him-Lk 17:9
2. Sothey areto view themsavesin regards to what they do as servants...
a.  When they have done that which they were commanded, they should view themsdlves
as“unprofitable’ servants- Lk 17:10a
b. That is, they have smply done their duty as servants, doing nothing worthy of merit - Lk
17:10b

C. THE MEANING...
1. Becareful not to conclude the parable presents the proper atitude of the “ master”
a.  Jesusisdepicting the norma expectation of amaster to make His point
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b. InLk 12:35-37 He describes what He Himsdlf will do as Master
2. Ingtead, this pardble isillustrating the proper attitude of the * servant”
a. When dl that is commanded is done, we have not earned or merited anything
b. We have smply done that which is our duty as servants
c. Whatever reward we might receive is due to grace, not merit!

[This parable istherefore illustrating the attitude we should have toward our own serviceto God. Since
we were “ bought at price” (1 Co 6:20), we are truly servants and should have the proper attitude of
sarvitude. With this explanation, here are some thoughts related to...]

II. THE PARABLE APPLIED

A. IT REMOVESANY IDEA OF EARNING OUR SALVATION...
1. Keegping God' s commandments are important (see below), but they do not merit or earn
our savation- cf. Ti 3:4-5; Ep 2:4-9
2. After everything we do, we are il “ unprofitable servants’ - cf. 1sa 64:6
3. Whatever reward we recelve is one of grace, not merit!

B. IT STRESSESTHE NEED FOR OBEDIENCE...

1. While we cannot earn or merit our reward, obedience is essentia!
a. “We have donethat which was our duty todo.” - Lk 17:10
b. “...keeping the commandments of God iswhat matters.” - 1 Co 7:19b
c. “Hewhosays‘l know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, isa liar,

and thetruthisnotin Him.” - 1Jn 2.4

2. Many people tend to equate obedience with legdism...
a. Especidly whenit is pointed out that they are not kegping a particular command
b. Legdismistheideathat one earns or merits sdvation by their obedience
c. If webdievethat obedience earns our savation, then we are legdigts
d. Butif weobey God out of love and duty, we are smply faithful servantd

CONCLUSION

1. Thisparable reminds us of the need for obedience, as do other passages:
a.  Only those who do the Father’ swill enter the kingdom of heaven - Mt 7:21
b. Wemus observe dl that Christ commanded - Mt 28:20
c. Chrigistheauthor of savation to al who obey Him-He 5:9
d. When He comes again, those who did not obey His gospel will be punished with everlasting
destruction -2 Th 1:7-9; cf. 1 Pe 4:17

2. Butit’sprimary lesson isto remind us that no matter how much we do for the Lord...
a. Weaedill “unprofitable servants’
b. Whatever we have done was our duty as servants to begin with

3. Therefore, whatever reward we receive will be one of grace and not merit; and what wonderful
grace that will be, to hear the Lord say a the end of time:
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“Well, done good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few
things, | will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your

lord.” (Mt 25:21)

Areyou afathful servant of the Lord Jesus Chrigt, doing that which is your duty to do?
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Persistent Widow (Lk 18:1-8)

INTRODUCTION

1. InLuke 18, wefind two parablesthat deal with the subject of prayer...
a “ThePerssent Widow' - Lk 18:1-8
b. “ThePharisee And The Tax Collector” - Lk 18:9-14

2. Thisisnot the first time Jesus used a parable to teaching concerning prayer...
a. Remember “ The Friend At Midnight”? - Lk 11:5-13
b. Inwhich Jesustaught the vaue of persstence in prayer?

3. EBEvidently the dement of persstence in prayer was very important to Jesus...
a. For that isaso thetheme of thefirst parablein Luke 18

Mark A. Copeland

b. Asthefirs versereads. “ Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to

pray and not lose heart...”

[Are we persistent in our prayers? Do we gppreciate the value of such persstence? Or have we lost
heart and don't pray aswe ought? Let's see what we can glean from the parable of “ The Persistent

Widow'..]

|. THE PARABLEITSELF

A. THE CHARACTER OF THE JUDGE - Lk 18:2
1. Onewho did not fear God nor regard man

2. Anunjust judge, for which this parable is sometimes known as “The Unjust Judge”

B. THE DISTRESSOF THE WIDOW - Lk 18:3
1. She has some adversary who has wronged her
2. Sheseeksthead of the judge to avenge her

C. THEDIFFICULTY SHE FACED - Lk 18:4a
1. Thejudgewould not help her at first
2. Repeated attempts seem to fall on deaf ears

D. AT LAST THE JUDGE HEEDSHER COMPLAINT - Lk 18:4b-5
1. Not out of any sense for what was right in the sight of God or man
2. But only to avoid being wearied by her constant gppedls

[Unlike many of the parables, we are not |eft on our own to determine the point of this parable. Jesus

Himsdf makes it clear aswe consder.. ]

II. THE PARABLE APPLIED
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A. HEAR WHAT THE UNJUST JUDGE SAID...
1. Hewas moved by the persstence of the widow
2. Even when he was not moved by reverence for God or regard for man

B. SHALL NOT GOD AVENGE HISOWN ELECT?
1. Thisisan argument from the lesser to the greater
If an unjust judge will heed a persistence widow...
...now much more will a Just God heed His chosen people!
2. Our assurance is even stronger when we note the following contrasts:

a

b.

I
3. |

a
b. Only one

c. Atadigance
d.
e
f.
g
h

. Accesslimited

The Widow
A stranger

An unjust judge

On her own

Peads her own case

No promise of an answer

Asking provoked judge I.

C. GOD WILL AVENGE HISELECT!
1. Hemay bear long with the prayers of His persecuted people... - Lk 18:7b
a. For example, cf. Re 6:9-10
b. Hislongsuffering may be to give the persecutors time to repent - 2 Pe 3:9
2. But when His vengeance comes, it will come swiftly!
a. ThereisaDay coming in which God will take vengeance- cf. 2 Th 1:7-9
b. Andwhen it comes, there will be “sudden destruction” with no way of escape- cf. 1 Th

5:1-3

SQ@ TP o0 oW

God's People
Hisdect - cf. 1 Pe 2:9-10
We are many
We can come boldly - cf. He 4:15-16
A righteous Father
God isfor us- cf. Ro 8:31-32
We have an Advocate - cf. Ro 8:34
Promised it will be given - Lk 18:8a
Access unlimited (can pray to God anytime)
Asking ddights God

f perastence paid off for the widow, how much more for God' s ect who pray?

D. BUT WILL THERE BE FAITH ON THE EARTH WHEN HE COMES?
1. TheLord will come, avenging His elect

2. But Hisdday may prompt someto lose faith (implying lack of prayer isindicative of lack of
fathl)

3. TheLord s concern over this matter is what prompts this parable!

a. Tha men dways ought to pray

b.

That men not lose heart

CONCLUSION

1. Haveyou begun to lose heart? Has your faith weskened?
a. Thedate of your “prayer life” reveds the true condition of your fath!
b. If you do not pray “dways’ (cf. “ without ceasing” 1 Th 5:17), your fath iswaning!

2. But the Lord has given us reason to believe in the power of prayer in this parable...
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a. Especidly when we are persecuted for the cause of Christ
b. For we do not serve an unjust judge, but a God who has made us His eect people!

May this parable of “ The Persistent Widow” , dongwith “ The Friend At Midnight” , encourage us
never to lose heart and stop praying!
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The Parables Of Jesus
The Pharisee And The Tax Collector (Lk 18:9-14)

INTRODUCTION

1. We'venoted that in Luke 18, there are two parables that deal with the subject of prayer...

a “ThePerssent Widow' - Lk 18:1-8
b. “ThePharisee And The Tax Collector” - Lk 18:9-14

2. In“ThePersistent Widow' ...
a. Jesusencouraged usto “ pray and not lose heart” - Lk 18:1
b. Hetaught the vaue of persevering in prayer

3. Inthe parable before us now, “ The Pharisee And The Tax-Collector” ...
a. Jesusilludrated the spirit that ought to pervade our prayers

b. He teaches us how and in what manner we ought to pray to be heard by God - Lk 18:14

[Without the proper spirit, our perseverance in prayer will be for nothing. This second parable on

prayer istherefore very important, and worthy of our consderation as we begin with...]

|. THE PARABLE ANALYZED

A. ITISABOUT TWO DIFFERENT MEN...
1. They both go to the templeto pray - Lk 18:10
2. OneisaPharisee, the other atax-collector

a. Phariseeswere ardigious sect, noted for their drict observance of the Law and the

traditions of the elders
b. Tax-collectors were consider by the Pharisees to be extortioners and traitors

1) Extortioners, because they collected more than was required, for persona gain
2) Traitors, because while Jews they represented an occupying power (Rome)

B. ITISABOUT TWO DIFFERENT PRAYERS...
1. Theprayer of the Pharisee - Lk 18:11-12
a. Hethanks God that heis not like others
1) Especidly extortioners, unjust, adulterers
2) or even the tax collector nearby
-- Thusherevedshisdisdain for others- cf. Lk 18:9
b. Herecounts his good deeds

1) “I fast twice aweek” - the Law required only an annud fast - Lev 16:29
2) “I givetithesof all that | possess.” - The Law required only atithe on certain

items;, this man gave titheson ALL he possessed - cf. Deu 14:22-23
-- Thus hereveds how hetrusted in his sdlf-righteousness - cf. Lk 18:9
2. Theprayer of thetax collector - Lk 18:13
a. Heexpressad his repentance and humility in what he did
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1) Hestood “afar off”
2) Hewould not so much as raise his eyes to heaven (acommon posture for prayer at
thet time)
3) He beat hisbreast in anguish over hissns
b. Heexpressed his repentance and humility in what he said
1) Cdling himsdf asnner
2) Pleading God for mercy

C. ITISABOUT TWO DIFFERENT RESULTS.
1. Thetax collector goes home“justified” - Lk 18:14a
a. Theterm asused in the forensic sense means “not quilty!”
b. Hehad received that wonderful blessedness described by David - cf. Ps 32:1-2
2. ThePharisee dso goeshome. . . with nothing!
a. Hemight aswel sayed home
b. Themost he might have gotten was the reward of being seen by men - cf. Mt 6:5

[The meaning and purpose of this parable are very clear, both from the introductory statement by Jesus
inLk 18:9, and the concluding remark in Lk 18:14...

“for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself
will be exalted.”

But to reinforce the point, here are afew thoughts relating to...]

II. THE PARABLE APPLIED

A. JESUSWARNSAGAINST SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS...
1. ThePhariseetrusted in his own good works, but it was to no avall
2. Heshould have recdled the words of Isaiah - cf. | sa 64:6
3. We should remember the words of Jesus and Paul - cf. Lk 17:10; Ep 2:8-10; Ti 3:3-5

B. JESUSWARNSAGAINST ARROGANCE...
1. The Pharisee despised others, including the tax collector
2. He should have recdled the words of Solomon - cf. Pr 8:13; 16:18; 29:23
3. We should remember the words of Jesus and James - cf. Lk 14:11; Ja 2:1-9

C. JESUSTEACHESTHE VALUE OF HUMILITY...
1. Hehed taught the value of humility before othersin the parable of “ Taking The L owest
Place” - Lk 14:7-11
2. Now He teaches the vaue of humility before God!
a. Animportant principle epoused in Isaiah - Isa 57:15; 66:1-2
b. And extolled by Mary His mother in “The Magnificat” - cf. Lk 1:46-55

CONCLUSION

1. Inthisparableof “ The Pharisee And The Tax Collector”, we have seen...
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a. The Pharisee pray as one who needed no forgiveness, and got none
b. Thetax collector pray as one needed forgiveness, and he received it

2. Do we need forgiveness, even as Jesus’ disciples?
a. Of coursewedo! - cf. 1Jn 1:8-10
b. Then let us pray with the humility of the tax collector, who prayed like the man after God's own
heart (David)...

“Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your loving kindness;
According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions.
“Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.
For | acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before me.
(Psa51:1-3)

Let usnot trust in our own righteousness, but in the mercy and loving kindness of God offered so
abundantly in His Son Jesus Christ! Asthe beloved disciplewrote in hisfirg epidle:

“And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. And He Himself isthe propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only but also for thewholeworld.” (1 Jn 2:1b-2)
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The Parables Of Jesus
TheMinas (Lk 19:11-27)

INTRODUCTION

1. With thislesson we come to the end of our serieson “ The Par ables Of Jesus” ...

a

b.

We have covered mog, if not all, of the parables taught by our Lord
In many ligs, the last parable is the one before us now, the parable of “ The Minas”

2. Foundin Lk 19:11-27, we quickly find amilarities with the parable of “ The Talents” ...

a

b.

That parableis recorded by Matthew in Mt 25:14-30
It teaches basically the same lesson, that of faithful service aswe await the Lord' s return

3. But there are some differences...

a

b.

a

b.

The setting in which Jesus told each parable is different
And the detalls vary dightly

In this study, my god will beto...

Note some of the differences as we briefly review the parable of “ The Minas”
Use thisfind study on the parables to review what we have learned about “ the mysteries of
the kingdom”

[With that in mind, let’ sfirst condider...]

|. THE PARABLE OF “THE MINAS”

A.

THE SETTING...
1. Itwastold ontheway to Jerusdlem - Lk 19:11
a. Thiswould be shortly before His triumphd entry - cf. Lk 19: 28ff
b. Theparableof “The Talents” wastold after Hisarrival and during His last week
2. It wastold to correct misunderstandings about the kingdom - Lk 19:11
a.  Some thought that the kingdom would “ appear immediately’
b. Jesus had dready taught that the kingdom of God “ does not come with observation”
- cf. Lk 17:20-21
-- Jesustherefore used this opportunity to explain that His kingdom would not be readily
goparent, and there would be a need for faithful servicein His absence

. THEDETAILS...

1. Jesusused ahigtoricd incident asthe basisfor His parable
a. “Apparently thisparable hasthe historical basis of Archdaus who actually went
from Jerusalem to Rome on thisvery errand to get a kingdom in Palestine and
to come back toit. Thishappened while Jesuswas a boy in Nazareth and it was
amatter of common knowledge” (Robertson’'s Word Pictures)
b. “Thehistorical background for the parable wasthe vist of Archelaus, son of
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Herod the Great, to Rometo secure permission toreign asa so-called client
king, i.e., over aterritory actually subject to Rome. This petition was opposed
by a delegation of Archdaus’ own subjects.” (Expostor’s Bible Commentary)
2. Inthe parable, then...
a. A noblemanisgoing avay to recaive for himsdf akingdom and to return
b. Hecdlsten of hisservants...
1) Giving them eech one® mina” (about three month' swages, whereasin “ The
Talents” one talent would take an ordinary |aborer twenty yearsto earn)
2) Tdlingthem“ Do businesstill I come”
c. Thereare citizenswho send a deegation to express their displeasure with having the
nobleman reign over them
d. Having received the kingdom, the nobleman returns...
1) Hecdlsfor his servants and asks for an accounting
a) One sarvant earned ten minas, and was rewarded with authority over ten cities
b) Another earned five minas, and was granted authority over five cities
¢) Another smply returned his originad mina, which angered the nobleman, and
who then gave the one minato him who earned ten
d) Anobjection israised by some standing by, but is answered by the nobleman
2) Theenemieswho did not want the nobleman to reign over them are killed

C. THE INTERPRETATION...
1. It explains how the kingdom of God would not appear immediately
a. TheLord would be going away to receive His kingdom
b. ThisHe did when He ascended to heaven and sat down at the right hand of God - cf.
Ac 2:30-36; Ep 1.20-23; 1 Pe 3:22; Dan 7:13-14
c. WhileHisregn began (cf. Re 1:5; 17:14), it would not be readily apparent
2. |t portrays the rgiection of the Lord sreign
a.  There are many who do not wish to submit to the authority of the Lord
b. Itwasprophesied that the Messiah' srule would be “ in the midst of Your enemies’
- Psa110:1-2
c. Such rgection does not mean His reign has not yet begun!
3. ltrevedstherole of adisciple between the Lord' s departure and His return
a. Thediscipleisto be productive (* Do business until | come”)
b. Thedistipleisto be fathful while awaiting the return of hisKing
4. It describes the reckoning that awaits dl Chrigtians
a. A reckoning which takesinto consideration our service
b. A reckoning in which some are blessed and others are not
5. It dludes to the punishment awaiting those who do not submit to the King
a.  Asmentioned before, some do not wish to have Christ as king
b. When Hereturns, it will be to render judgment upon them -2 Th 1:7-9

[Like so many of the parables, this one helps us “ to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven”
(cf. Mt 13:10-11). Atthispoint, let’sreview...]

1. WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED FROM THE PARABLES
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A. CONCERNING THE KINGDOM ITSELF...

1.

b

The kingdom will spread despite Satan' s efforts, and it is both present and future (The
Wheat And The Tares)

It would start smdll, but spread throughout the earth (The M ustar d Seed)

It sinfluence may not be readily gpparent, but it grows throughout the earth (T he L eaven)
It's growth may be beyond our ability to comprehend, but it is directly related to the seed,
i.e., the Word (The Growing Seed)

It svadueis great, whether we find it after along search (The Pear| Of Great Price), or
happen to sumble upon it (The Hidden Treasure)

The spread of the kingdom draws in many, but the wicked will be separated from the just
(The Dragnet)

The kingdom will be taken from those who should have received it, and given to those who
will gppreciateit (The Wicked Vinedressers, The Wedding Feast, The Barren Fig
Tree, and The Great Supper)

B. CONCERNING THE DISCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM ...

1.

N

o0k w

~

0.

10.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Those with earsto hear, having good and noble hearts, will bear the sort of fruit intended by
the word of the kingdom (T he Sower)

Those ingructed in the ways of the kingdom have treasure both old and new (The
Householder)

They are merciful, as God is merciful (The Unfor giving Servant)

They are free from an mercenary spirit in their service (The Laborersin The Vineyard)
They do the will of the Father (The Two Sons)

They prepare themsdves for the Lord' s return, and are watchful (The Wise And Foolish
Virgins)

They are productive while they await their Lord’ sreturn (The Talents and The Minas)
Thelr gratitude for salvation is related to the undersanding of ther forgiveness (The
Debtors)

They love ther neighbor, helping those in need (The Good Samar itan)

They are persgient in their prayers (The Friend At Midnight and The Per sistent
Widow)

They are aware that one’ s life does not consst in the abundance of possessons (The Rich
Fool)

They are humble, both in their rdaions with others (Taking The L owest Place) and in
their prayersto God (The Pharisee and The Tax Collector)

They make proper use of materid things (The Unjust Stewar d), knowing that now isthe
time to make things right with God (The Rich Man And L azar us)

Yet through it dl, they know they are not worthy of the grace recaeived, they have smply
done that which was their duty to do (T he Unpr ofitable Servants)

C. CONCERNING THE KING...

1.

2.

We know of the greet love He has for the lost, and how heaven rejoices when they are
saved (The Lost Sheepand The Lost Coin)

We know how quick His Heavenly Fether isto receive us unto Himsdf when we return with
arepentant heart (The Prodigal Son)

Y et many of the parables aso reved the King to be one Who will one day cdl usinto
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judgment to give an account for our service!

CONCLUSION

1. What wonderful lessons we learn from our Lord aswe consider His parables!
a. They involve things that many prophets and righteous men desired to hear, but did not hear
- Mt 13:16-17
b. We havetruly been privileged to know “the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven”!
- Mt 13:10-11

2. Wha shdl we do with what we have learned?
a. When Jesus first began teaching in parables, He taught the importance of utilizing what we have
been given - cf. Mt 13:12
b. Eveninthelast parable we have consdered in this lesson, He made the same point once again
- cf. Lk 19:26
-- Will we be found faithful in our use of what we have been given by Chrigt in His parables?

My prayer istha with God' s grace and the encouragement provided in this study on “ The Par ables
Of Jesus”, each one of uswill indeed be found faithful, and one day hear these wonderful words from
our Lord:

“Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, |
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.”
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