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Cleveland Bible Commentary on James Chapter 1

Cleveland Bible Commentary ...

Cleveland Bible
Commentary on

James Chapter 1

James1l:1
JAMES = Thebrother of Jesuswho led the Jerusalem council (Acts
15:13) and was martyred in A.D. 62.

SERVANT =The Greek "doulos" (Strongs#G1401) means" slave,
bond-servant." A dlaveisrequired to have absolute obedience,
absolute humility and absolute loyalty. Here James proudly uses
theterm " dave" asatitle of distinction and honor: for thereisno
greater goal for a Christian than to be absolutely obedient, humble
and loyal toward Christ.

TWELVE TRIBES SCATTERED = Thisletter isnot addressed to
theliteral Jews of theliteral Diaspora for there were too many for
one letter toreach (morethan one million Jewslived in Alexandria
aloneduring thistime). Instead, Jamesisreferring to Christians
scatter ed because of persecution (see James 2:1; Galatians 3:26-
29). Just astheliteral Jews descended from the twelve literal sons
of Israel, sothe Christian Church descended from twelve literal
Apostleswho were all sons of God.
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James 1:2
CONSIDER = First of thethree" C's" in Christian maturity:
"Consider"” (James 1:2); Comprehend (" know") (James 1:3);
Cooperate (" must finish") (James 1:4).

JOY =The Greek "chara" (Strongs#G5479) means" calm
delight." See Matthew 5:11, 12; Romans5:3; 1 Peter 1:6-7. The
Christian isto regjoice when trials come, because without them his
faith can never result in a mature character.

WHENEVER YOU FACE =Trialsareinevitablein thelife of
every Christian. How we facethosetrialsis supremely important
in the maturing process.

TRIALS=The Greek " peirasmoi” (Strongs#G3986) means" a
trial, temptation, usually a test of character." We generally think
the outward trials are what overwhelm us, but the inner carnal
desires are what create the weaknesses which enablethetrial to
destroy us (James 1:14). Theidea herein James1:2isthat trials
are not designed to seduce usinto sin, but rather to strengthen and
purify usjust asaweight lifter lifts weights so he will be strong
enough to win the competition.

James 1:3
KNOW = The Greek " ginosko" (Strongs#G1097) heremeans" a
personal knowledge derived through experience rather than
through second-hand knowledge."

TESTING = The Greek " dokimion" (Strongs#G1383) means" a
testing or trial." It isoften used in connection with gold which
passesthetest for purity (Revelation 3:18). Thetestingisnot
meant to weaken or discourage us, but rather to purify and
strengthen us (James 1:4). Thesetestsare similar in character to
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the weightswhich an athleteliftsin order to strengthen and tone
his muscles.

FAITH =The Greek " pistis’ (Strongs #G4102) means " faith."
Faith isboth objective (meaning something we believe such asa
doctrine) and subjective (meaning a firm conviction or belief).

PERSEVERANCE = The Greek " hupomonay" (Strongs#G5281)
means " bearing up under adver se circumstances, patient
endurance, cheerful endurance, constancy."

James 1.4
PERSEVERANCE = The Greek " hupomonay" (Strongs#G5281)
means " cheer ful endurance, constancy." It isnot just the ability to
patiently endure, but the ability to over come the obstacle and thus
have increased strength and increased ability to over come the next
challenge. Theresult isthat the Christian is" mature and
complete, not lacking anything."

MATURE = The Greek "teleios' (Strongs #G5046) means " full-
grown" asopposed to being an "infant." It isnot " perfection” in
the sense of inherent sinlessness. Christian maturity istheresult of
per sever ance through the growth process and thus accomplishes
the designated/desired goal.

COMPLETE =The Greek "holokleros" (Strongs #53548) means
"whole, completein every part." Itisillustrated asonewho once
suffered loss but has now regained what waslost and isfully
restored (such asa blind man now being able to see).

NOT LACKING =The Greek "leipo" (Strongs#G3007) means" to

be deficient, lack, fail, fall short." Thisisthe" perfect" maturity
Jesus spoke about in Matthew 5:48.
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James 1.5
WISDOM = A symbol for Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 1:30).
Worldly wisdom without Christ lacks substance and value.
Wisdom from God isa prized possession (Proverbs 4.6, 7). In
context, Jamesis specifically speaking here of the wisdom to " know
that the testing of your faith develops perseverance' (James 1:3)
and that " per severance must finish itswork so you may be mature
and complete (James 1:4).

HE SHOULD ASK GOD = God isthe source of all that is good,
noble, and blessed (1 Corinthians 8:6; James 1:17).

WITHOUT FINDING FAULT =The Greek "oneididzo" (Strongs
#G3679) means" upbraiding, taunting."

James 1.6

BELIEVE = Heretheterm issynonymouswith " persevere" in
James 1:12.

DOUBT = Doubt prevents a person from acting decisively,
positively, and with conviction. Doubt isa civil war raging within
the mind, and thusis" blown and tossed by the wind."

BLOWN AND TOSSED BY THE WIND = See John 8:30-31;
Ephesians 4.14.

James 1.7
THAT MAN = Reference back to the man " who doubts' (James
1:6).

James 1:8
DOUBLE-MINDED = The Greek " dipsuchos" (Strongs#G1374)
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means " doubtful, two minds, two souls." When doubt and faith
are present in the same person they produces an inner civil war
that islike driving with the brakeson. Herethe" double-minded"
man knows what God says and what man says, and istorn between
the two.

James 1:9
HUMBLE CIRCUMSTANCES = Contrasted with "onewho is
rich" (James 1:10).

PRIDE = The Greek " kauchaomai" (Strongs#G2744) means" to
exult, regoice, boast" in both a good and/or bad sense. The
Christian rg oicesthat God cares enough to redeem him.

HIGH POSITION = Christianity teachesthat every person hastrue
value: (1) Heisimportant in the church for thereisno class
distinction; no master and no slave (Galatians 3:28). (2) Heis
important in the world because God has called him to special work
(Mark 13:34). (3) Heissoimportant to God that Jesus died for

him (John 3:16).

James 1:10
RICH ... LOW POSITION = Riches provide a false security, thus
therich Christian should take pride (rgoice) that he knowsthe
deceitfulness of riches and places his full dependence upon God.

James1:11
SCORCHING HEAT =The Greek "kauson" (Strongs#G2742) isa
hot burning wind which comes off the desert and withersplantsin
an hour (lIsaiah 40:6-7).

EVEN WHILE HE GOES ABOUT HISBUSINESS = In other
wor dsthe withering comesrapidly and unexpectedly in the midst
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of everyday life (see James 4:13-14).

James 1:12
PERSEVERES = The Greek "hupomeno" (Strongs#5278) means
"toremain under, bear up under, endure, havefortitude."

CROWN OF LIFE =Thisterm isalso used in Revelation 2:10.
Eternal lifeisthe crown that is given to those who over come.

LOVE HIM = Here Jameslinksour lovefor God with our
willingnessto patiently endur e/perseverein thetrials of life.

James 1:13
TEMPTED = AsChristians we must recognize the difference
between temptation and testing. Temptation originateswith Satan
and isdesigned to make usfall (Matthew 4:1). Testing comesfrom
God and isdesigned to strengthen our weaknesses until we become
invincible (Genesis 22:1; Hebrews 11:17).

"It iseasier to stay out than to get out (of temptation)” . --

Victory Over Temptation, Dr. Bruce H. Wilkinson, (Mark Twain),
page 99.

GOD CANNOT BE TEMPTED = Herewe see God's ability to limit
Himself. For instance, there are a number of things God cannot
do: God cannot lie. God cannot be unjust. God cannot sin, et
cetera.

James 1:14
TEMPTED = Satan usesthe evil desires lurking within usto press
his temptations home. |f we were without sin, temptation would
not have an effect upon us. Thusour prayer should be: " take away
my evil desires’ rather than " take away my temptations."
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HISOWN EVIL DESIRE = The Greek word " epithumea"
(Strongs #51939) means " strong desire, lust, a strong longing for
something." The strong emphasis upon it'sdefinition is apparent
when we study the use of " epithumea” whereit appearsin 1
Corinthians 10:6; Matthew 5:28; Romans 13:14; 1 Peter 2:11. The
Jewstried to describethisinner battle by using theterms" yetser
hatob" (theinner "good") and " yetser hara" (theinner "bad").
Thesetwo inner naturesarein a continual war against each other
just as Adam and Eve began to blame each other as soon asthey
sinned: Genesis 3:11-13.

"Why do we entertain tempting thoughts which are
contrary to God'sWord and God'swill? Let'sfaceit -- wedo so
because we want to. We're not tempted by foodswe don't like, by
unattractive members of the opposite sex, by unwanted promotions,
etc. Temptation'shook isthe devil's guarantee that what we think
we want and need outside God'swill can satisfy us. Don't believe
it. You can never satisfy the desires of theflesh. Instead, 'Blessed
arethey who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied' (Matthew 5:6). Only sustaining right relationships, living
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and experiencing the fruit of the
Spirit will satisfy you." -- The Bondage Breaker, Neil T. Anderson,
page 135.

"What isthereal cause of those severetemptations? ... It is
nothing on the outside but everything on the inside (of you). ... The
sour ce of temptation isinside of you! ... Since temptations are only
temptations because of that which isinside of us, then none of us
'real men' can blame'her' or 'it' ever again. Theonly person we
can dare blamefor that temptation iswhat liesin the lusts of our
heart. Passing the blameto thething outside of us has always been
the way to squirm out of the responsibility and accountability.
Ever heard those famouswords, 'The woman made me eat it,' or
'The woman that You gave me' or 'Thefruit looked so good and |
just had to'? ... Temptations only work because of your lusts (‘his
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own evil desire')" -- Personal Holinessin Times of Temptation, Dr.
Bruce H. Wilkinson, pages 31-32.

HE ISDRAGGED AWAY =The Greek " exelko" (Strongs #G1828)
means " to draw out from something, to drag away, draw away."

"You know what 'Temptations really are? Most often, they
are cunning hunters. They are active and not passive. They come
after you rather than you going after them. ... In most cases, when
you are not even thinking about sin or even your 'desires,’
temptations come lurking after you. In order for atemptation to
pull you into sin, it must first get your attention. ... Temptations
must first distract you from what isat hand to what isin their
‘hand."" -- Personal Holinessin Times of Temptation, Dr. Bruce H.
Wilkinson, page 33.

" Know what one of the most important thingsisthat you
must learn in your pilgrimageto holiness? To immediately identify
when you have been 'dragged away' and when you arein the
process of being 'enticed." Why? Becauseit isat that very moment
that you must turn away. The sooner you stop considering the
temptation, the safer you are. Not only that, but temptationsare a
remarkablething -- thelonger that you consider a temptation, the
stronger it becomes." -- Personal Holinessin Times of Temptation,
Dr. Bruce H. Wilkinson, page 34.

James 1:15
DESIRE = The Greek " epithumea" (Strongs#G1939) means" to
desiregreatly, strong desire, lust." Thisisa selfish, sinful desire.
See notes on Genesis 4.7 and James 1:14.

CONCEIVED ... BIRTH = Sin isa process with a specific

beginning and ending. However, Christ entersour lifeand aborts
the sin process.
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DEATH =The Greek "thanatos' (Strongs#G2288) means" to die,
death." God isthe source of life. Sin separates usfrom God
(Isaiah 59:2). Separation from God resultsin death. Thefirst
death isfirst spiritual, and then physical (Genesis 2:16-17), the
second death isafiery eternity without God (Revelation 20:14-15).

“Often in the Septuagint, ‘thanatos’ hasthe sense of
destruction, perdition, misery, implying both physical death and
exclusion from the presence and favor of God in consequence of sin
and disobedience, but never asextinction.” — The Complete Word
Study Dictionary, New Testament, Zodhiates, AMG, p. 717

James 1:16
DECEIVED = The Greek " planao" (Strongs#G4105) means" to
cause to wander, lead astray, decelve." The deceitfulnessof sin lies
in it's ability to hide under many guises. " Do not be deceived" is
the watchword that should arm every Christian.

" Bewar e of self-deception. ... We deceive our selves when we
hear the Word but don't do it (James 1:22; 1 Peter 1:13). ... We
decelve our selves when we say we have no sin (1 John 1:8). ... We
decelve our selves when we think we ar e something we ar e not
(Romans 12:3; Galatians 6:3). ... We decelve our selves when we
think wearewisein thisage (1 Corinthians 3:18-19). ... We deceive
our selves when we think we arereligious but do not bridle our
tongue (James 1:26). ... We deceive our selves when we think we
will not reap what we sow (Galatians 6:7). ...We deceive our selves
when we think the unrighteous will inherit the kingdom of God (1
Corinthians 6:9-10). ... We deceive our selves when we think we can
continually associate with bad company and not be corrupted (1
Corinthians 15:33)." - The Bondage Breaker, Neil T. Anderson,
pages 155-158.

" Deception isthe most subtle of all satanic strongholds.
Have you ever noticed that all people with addictive behavior lieto
themselves and others almost continually? The alcoholic lies about
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hisdrinking, the anorexic lies about her eating, and the sex
offender liesabout hisbehavior. Lyingisan evil defense prompted
by the father of lies, Satan (John 8:44). ... Satan'sliesareat the
heart of addictive behavior. The spiritual side of addictive
behavior cannot be overlooked." - The Bondage Breaker, Nell T.
Anderson, pages 191-192.

"Weare morevulnerableto Satan's deception than to any of
his other schemes. Why? Because when he temptsyou or accuses
you, You can recognize it, but when he deceives you, you don't
alwaysknow it. That'shisstrategy: to keep you in thedark. If he
can get into your church, your home, or your mind undetected, he
can control those lives and those ministries. Sad to say, heisdoing
just that across our land by deceiving many people. You cannot
expose Satan's deception by human reasoning; you can only do it
by God'srevelation (John 8:31-32; John 17:17)." -- The Bondage
Breaker, Neil T. Anderson, pages 168.

James 1:17
FROM ABOVE = The Greek "anothen" (Strongs#G509) literally
means" from above" and thusisused toindicatethe" new birth."
See John 3:3; 1 Peter 1:23.

HEAVENLY LIGHTS = God created (" fathered") all the
luminariesin space (Genesis 1:14-18). But unlike those created
lights, God has no changing shadows -- in other words, God never
variesin theintensity of hispurpose (Malachi 3:6).

James 1:18
BIRTH =Here" birth" issymbolic of the" new birth" (John 3:3).

WORD = The symbol of Jesus Christ (John 1:1, 14). The" word of

truth" iswithout deception or error (James 1:16-17). The" new
birth" comesthrough thereading, acceptance, and personal
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implementation of God'sWord.

TRUTH ="Truth" isthe symbol of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit,
and the Bible (John 14:6; 1 John 5:6; John 17:17). All areinvolved
in the new birth experience.

James 1:19
EVERYONE SHOULD BE = Three characteristics of mature
Christiansare: quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to become
angry. Theuse of thewords" should be" indicatesthese arethree
characteristicsall Christiansareto develop in their lives.

SLOW TO BECOME ANGRY =The Greek "orgay" (Strongs
#G3709) means" wrath, anger, vengeance, indignation,
fretfulness." Except for godly/righteous anger (Ephesians 4. 26;
James 1:20), all personal anger istheresult of selfishness --
focusing on self.

" Anger destroysthe quality of our personal lives, our
marriages, and our health." -- Victory Over Temptation,
Wilkinson, (R. C. Sproul), page 116.

" Seven reasonsfor anger stir up our sinful nature and
hamper our effort to live by the Spirit. In alifefully surrendered
to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, these seven reasonsfor anger are
opportunitiesto either become angry, or to trust God with yet
another area of our lives:

" 1. Violation of rights. ... We feel we have many rights:
common courtesies, constitutional freedoms, theright toearn a
living and to raise a family aswe seefit. When our rightsare
violated, we become angry (but see Proverbs19:11).

" 2. Disappointment with station in life. Many people
become bitter with anger when they begin to suspect that their
‘oyster' doesn't have the pearl they wanted. Many of usneed to
accept our lot in lifeasfrom the Lord, provided we have been
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faithful with our abilities (otherwise see Proverbs 19:3). ... If weare
not content with what we have, theissueis not getting more but
lear ning to be content with our circumstances.

" 3. Blocked goals. Setting and achieving realistic goals can
be a great source of personal satisfaction. ... When we are blocked
from achieving our goals, for good cause or not, we frequently
respond in anger (but see Psalm 37:5-8).

"4, Irritations. Life'slittleirritations often seem to weigh
mor e heavily on usthat our true dilemmas (but see Ecclesiastes
7:9).

" 5. Feeling misunder stood. ... We often think people don't
understand us. ... They probably don't. But ... becoming angry
doesn't help usresolve the misunder standing.

" 6. Unrealistic expectations. ... We frequently don't build
enough 'slack' into what we expect from others (see Ephesians 4:31-
32).

" 7. Pathological/psychological. Occasionally a man will
have a problem with anger because of an illness or emotional
disorder (and should seek professional help). ...

" Frankly, most of our anger endsup assin. The seven
reasons for anger we'vejust reviewed have two characteristicsin
common: selfishness and impatience." -- Victory Over Temptation,
Wilkinson, (Patrick Morely), pages 117-119.

James 1: 20
MAN'SANGER = Asopposed to God's anger, isseen in: Ephesians
4:31 and Colossians 3:8.

ANGER DOESNOT BRING ABOUT = Anger isgenerally a
negative motivator which requiresfear in order to betemporarily
successful. God's method usesthe positive drawing power of
agapay love as a successful motivator for long-term results (1 John
4:18, 19).
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THE RIGHTEOUSLIFE = Thisdramatic life changeisthe result
of " humbly accepting theword planted in you" (James1:21).

" Occasionally, we become angry for a righteous cause, but
99 per cent of the time we become angry because we ar e selfish and
impatient." -- Victory Over Temptation, Wilkinson, (R. C. Sproul),
page 116.

James 1:21
GET RID OF ALL MORAL FILTH = Accomplished by looking
intently at the perfect law and applying it to our own life (James
1:25).

HUMBLY ACCEPT =In contrast to the angry man who does not
apply the Word to himself (James 1:22).

THE WORD PLANTED IN YOU = Theterm " planted" is
suggestive of an expected growth process. The growth process
requireslooking " intently into the perfect law," and " doing" what
the law requires (James 1:25).

James 1:22
DO WHAT IT SAYS=Thetruetest of arelationship with Christ is
whether or not one doeswhat He says. The Bibleisdesigned to
produce does of the Word, not only hearers-- it ismeant to
transform, not just inform. " You only believe the part of the Bible
that you do." -- The Purpose Driven Church, Rick Warren, p. 143.

DECEIVE YOURSELVES = This self deception arises from the

belief that one can assent to the Christian religion without
consenting to Christ's L ordship.

http://www.christiancommunitychurch.us/clevelandcommentary/JamO01.html (13 of 15) [03/07/2004 05:07:13 p.m.]



Cleveland Bible Commentary on James Chapter 1

James 1:23
LISTENS... BUT DOESNOT DO = All Christianity isfocused on,
and revolves around, changed lives. The difference between
legalism/Judaism and Christianity liesin the personal application
vs. thetheoretical. The difference between areligion of external
formsand an internal, saving, relationship with Jesus Christ liesin
the willingness of the individual to personally apply and benefit
from what he hasheard in the Word.

James 1:24
IMMEDIATELY FORGETS=In other words, " he does not apply
what he heard to hisown life and lifestyle."

James 1:25
PERFECT LAW THAT GIVESFREEDOM = Anarchy bringsthe
davery of mob rule. Obedienceto God'sLaw givesustrue
freedom: freedom from sin, freedom from guilt, freedom from the
fear of God or man, freedom from the second death, et cetera. This
" perfect law" isdefined further in James 2:8 asthe " royal law."

James 1:26
TIGHT REIN ON HISTONGUE = A Jewish proverb says: " God
gave ustwo ears and one mouth, showing that we should listen
twice as much aswe speak." In context, the" tight rein on our
tongue" isto keep usfrom saying angry words (cf. James 1:19, 20).
Also see Proverbs 10:19; 13:1-3; 17:28; 29:20.

James 1:27
LOOK AFTER ORPHANS AND WIDOWS = Outward deeds.
The reason many people are depressed isthat instead of looking
after the needs of others, they are constantly focused upon
themselves. When a person is depressed because of an inordinate
focus on self, heisnot honoring his Creator.

http://www.christiancommunitychurch.us/clevelandcommentary/JamO01.html (14 of 15) [03/07/2004 05:07:13 p.m.]



Cleveland Bible Commentary on James Chapter 1

KEEP ONESELF FROM BEING POLLUTED = Inward faith.

NOTICE! Useof The Cleveland Bible Commentary is FREE -- however
thisCommentary isnot in the public domain. The author retainsall
copyrights (C) and owner ship of the Cleveland Bible Commentary.
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Cleveland Bible
Commentary on

James Chapter 2

James2:1
FAVORITISM = See Jesus example (Mark 12:14); Peter's
statement (Acts 10:34, 35); Paul's observation (Romans 2:11).

James 2:2
MEETING = The Greek word is" synagogue" (Strongs #G4864)
and signifiesthat Christians originally applied thisterm to the
placesthey met for worship (see Acts 13:43; 15:21; 26:11).
Christians car efully distinguished between these " Christian
synagogues' and " Jewish synagogues' (see Acts13:5; 14:1; 17:1,
10). In James5:14 the Greek word " ekklesia" (Strongs#G1577) is
used for the" church," thus signifying that the words" church" and
" synagogue" were used interchangeably by early Christians. Also
see noteson Acts 15:21.

"'Meeting': Literally 'synagogue.' It could refer toa
company of Jewish Christiansor to the building. Theword may be
another pointer to an early date, but the reference can hardly beto
an ordinary Jewish synagogue, as the Christians could not be held
responsible for the conduct there." -- Thelnternational Bible
Commentary, F. F. Bruce, editor, pages 1539-1540.
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"Theword trandated 'meeting' is synagoge (GK
G5252/Strongs #G4854), which had primary referenceto the Jewish
synagogue. Theterm need not be taken literally, however, as an
indication that the Jewish Christians wer e still meeting in synagogue
buildings. Even after leaving the synagogue, Jewish Christiansno
doubt continued to refer to their church meeting as a synagogue.” --
Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary (electronic version on James
2:2), by Barker & Kohlenberger

"In James 2:2 a synagogue is used to designate the
wor shiping assembly of the Jewish Christians. In other placesin the
NT, it isused asthe assembly place of the Jews. ... Assemblieswere
held in these at first only on the Sabbath and feast days; but
subsequently also on the second and fifth days of the week, M ondays
and Thursdays. The exercises consisted chiefly in prayersand the
public reading of the OT which was expounded from the Hebrew
Into the ver nacular tongue, with suitable exhortations (cf. Luke 4:16
ff; Acts 13:14 ff). The meeting was closed by a short prayer and
benediction, to which the assembly responded with ' Amen'
(Nehemiah 8:6)." -- The Complete Word Study Dictionary, New
Testament, Zodiates, Zondervan, p.1334

Ante-Nicean Father, Irenaeus, refersin passing to the
Christian Church asthe " synagogue of God": " He (here) refersto
the Father and the Son, and those who have received the adoption;
but these arethe Church. For sheisthe synagogue of God, which
God -- that is, the Son Himself -- has gathered by Himself." -- The
Ante-Nicean Fathers, Volume 1, Irenaeusin " Against Heresies,"
Book 3, Chapter 6, (page 867 of the electronic version).

GOLD RING = Gold jewelry was not condemned by the early
Christian church. The apostlesdid not teach against jewelry other
than to warn that jewelry and outward ador nment was not
significant when it came to matters of the heart and soul.

James 2:3
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SHOW SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE MAN =The Old
Testament was clear that we are not to be partial to someone
because of social position. Thisisespecially truein judicial matters:
Deuteronomy 1:17.

James 2:4
DISCRIMINATED ... JUDGES = Thisdiscrimination is evidence
that we are" double minded and unstable" (James 1:7-8). Also see
L eviticus 19:15; Matthew 7:1-2.

EVIL THOUGHTS = Both rich and poor should be welcomein the
church, for both need to be saved. To welcome one over the other is
evil for we are all equal before God. We cannot hide our evil
thoughtsfrom God for He knows not only our thoughts, but even
the motives behind our thoughts (1 Chronicles 28:9).

James 2:5
GOD CHOSEN ... POOR = Not that God prefersthe poor over the
rich, but that the poor have tended to respond more quickly to His
calling becausethey are " poor in spirit (Matthew 5:3). See Luke
1:52; 1 Corinthians 1:26-27.

James 2:6
INSULTED THE POOR = John Calvin remarked: "it isodd to
honor one's executionersand injureone'sfriends!"

RICH EXPLOIT YOU ... DRAGGING YOU INTO COURT =1n
the early daysof Christianity therich (rich Sadducees) per secuted
the church: Acts4:1-3; 13:50; 16:19.

James 2.7
SLANDERING THE NOBLE NAME = The highest offense of the
rich mentioned in the previous versesisthat they slander Christ.
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TO WHOM YOU BELONG = At baptism each believer isbaptized
into the name of the Trinity (Matthew 28:19, 20), adopted into
God's family and receivesthe name of Christ: " Christian." These
rich peoplewerenot truly believers, even though they may have
been baptized, and they thus were slandering Christ's name.

James 2:8
IF YOU REALLY KEEP = Thedistinction between " r eally"
keeping theroyal law and only giving it lip serviceisfound in how
wereally treat both therich and the poor. When we show
favoritism to either we demonstrate that we do not " really keep" the
law.

ROYAL LAW = James quotes L eviticus 19:18 here (God condensed
HisMoral Law down to one sentence). Jesusalso summarized
God'sMoral Law in Matthew 22:36-40. James goeson in James
2:11 to quote God's six and seventh commandments. In context, the
Royal Law, as James usestheterm, refersto the second half of
God's Ten Commandments. Love (for God and man) isthe
fulfilling of the entire law: Romans 13:10, and an essential part in
the reception of eternal life: Luke 10:27-28.

James 2:9
THE LAW = Specifically God'sMoral Law, which James also refers
toasthe" Royal Law" (James 2:8); and "the Law that Gives
Freedom" (James 2:12).

James 2:10
WHOEVER KEEPS = These people are depicted by John in
Revelation 14:12.

THE WHOLE LAW = The point Jamesis making hereisthat we
are not freeto pick and choose which part of God's L aw we will
obey. We cannot point to the fact that we have chosen to fulfill one
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part of God's Law as an excuse for our failureto keep the
remainder of God's L aw.

STUMBLES=The Greek " ptaio" (Strongs#G4417) means" to
stumble, to fall intosin." Theideaisthat we cannot say smply
because we sinned on only one point that we are thus better than
someone else. " Stumbling" -- sinning at any point makes all of us
sinners beyond compar e (Romans 3:23).

ONE POINT ... ALL OF IT = James points out the futility of
legalism here. Jesus demonstrated that the legalist can never
perfectly keep God'slaw (Matthew 19:16-22). But through the
Gospel, Christ's perfect obedienceto all of God's Law is bestowed
upon us by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8- 9).

James 2:11
ADULTERY = Here James quotes God's seventh commandment
(Exodus 20:14).

MURDER = Thisis God's sixth commandment (Exodus 20:13).

James 2:12
SPEAK AND ACT = Genuine Christian loveisdemonstrated in
both our speech and our actions.

LAW THAT GIVE FREEDOM = Thesame" Royal"/Moral Law
Jamesreferred toin James 1:25; 2:8, 11. True freedom comes from
accepting Jesus mercy. Thosewho spurn Jesusarecriminals-- and
only criminalslosetheir freedom.

James 2:13
MERCIFUL = Mercy isthe characteristic of making allowances for
another person'sdeficiencies even though they deserve none. The
one who has received mercy from God isobligated to show mercy to
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others: Matthew 6:12; 18:23-35.

JUDGMENT = See Luke 6:31 and compare with Matthew 5:7; 6:14,
15; 7:1-2 for therelationship between mercy and judgment.

James 2:14
CLAIMSTO HAVE FAITH = Thetruth of the matter isthat
genuine faith can never exist apart from deeds. In thefollowing
versesthe antinomians' claim to faith is demonstrated to be a false

claim.

CAN SUCH FAITH SAVE HIM? =Thisisarhetorical question
which demands the obvious answer, No!

James 2:15
WITHOUT CLOTHES... FOOD = Thisisa serious condition which
demands prompt action on the part of genuine Christians.

James 2:16
ONE OF YOU SAYSTO HIM =The" faith" James speaksof here
iIsmerely a"wordy" faith -- it isall talk and no action. This" faith"
springs from a selfish, callused heart and does not even deserveto
be called " faith."

James 2:17
ACTION = Our faith istested for genuiness each time we see
someone in need.

James 2:18
FAITH WITHOUT DEEDSvs. FAITH WITH DEEDS=The
reality of Christian living isthis: it iseasier totalk faith than to
walk faith -- faith that talks but doesn't walk isno faith at all.

James 2:19
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YOU BELIEVE ... DEMONSBELIEVE = Truebelief resultsin
deeds/actions (Revelation 14:12). False belief is mere assent. John
Calvin said: " A knowledge of God can no mor e connect a man with
God than the sight of the sun can carry him to heaven." Genuine
faith, not knowledge, iswhat draws a person to God. The" demons'
arelost, not becausethey refuse to believe, but because, while
believing, they don't act.

ONE GOD = An alternatetrandation has" God isOne" : areference
to the doctrine of the unity of the Godhead.

GOOD = Bdlief in correct doctrineis good, but doctrinein itself will
not save one per son.

SHUDDER =" Shudder" interror. Thisisactive proof that fear

does not change lives -- love changes lives: Luke 1:74-75; 1 John
4:18.

James 2:20
FOOLISH MAN = A foolish man is one who cannot discern that
faith without deedsis not genuine faith.

James 2:21
ABRAHAM OFFERED HIS SON = See Genesis 22:6-12.

James 2:22
James 2:23
SCRIPTURE = A quotation from Genesis 15:6.
CREDITED TO HIM =The Greek "logizomai" (Strongs#G3049)

means " to count, number, reckon, impute." Hereit means
righteousness was put on Abraham's account and therefore
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Abraham himself was counted asrighteous. Abraham's" belief" in
God occurred thirty years before (Genesis 15:6) he offered up | saac,
but that belief was fully evidenced in Abraham's commitment to
God. Thefact Abraham waswilling to offer up Isaac did not earn
for him thetitle of " God'sfriend." It wasonly the evidence of his
solid belief in God. That belief iswhat made Abraham God's
friend, not hisworks.

CREDITED = Abraham'swillingnessto obey God to the point of
slaying his son I saac vindicated God's declaration that Abraham
wasrighteous. Hisfaith was evidenced by his actions (James 2:24).

James 2:24
JUSTIFIED BY WHAT HE DOES = Thisrefersto the on-going
process of sanctification. Romans 3:28 refersto justification while
James 2:24 refersto sanctification: both are two sides of the same
coin. Justification cannot be ear ned by wor ks, and sanctification
cannot occur without deeds. Thus, in this context, justification is
faithful obedience. Also see Romans6:15, 16; John 10:27, 28.

" Justification isan action of God by which He declares
personsasrighteous (i.e., in true and right relationship to Himself).
The basic fact of Biblical religion isthat God pardons and accepts
believing sinners. Thedoctrine of justification deter minesthe whole
character of Christianity asareligion of grace and faith. It defines
the saving significance of Christ'slife and death by relating both to
God'slaw. It displays God'sjustice in condemning and punishing
sin, Hismercy in pardoning and accepting sinners, and His wisdom
in exercising both attributes har moniously together through Christ.
It makes clear what faith is-- belief in Christ's atoning death and
justifying resurrection, and trust in Him alone for righteousness. It
makes clear what Christian morality is -- keeping the law out of
gratitude to the Savior whose gift of righteousness made keeping the
law needless for acceptance." -- The Concise Evangelical Dictionary
of Theology, Walter A. Elwell, editor, page 260.
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James 2:25
RAHAB = James selected Abraham, the father of the Jews, asthe
highest example and Rahab, a Gentile prostitute, asthe lowest
example of faith in action: Joshua 2:1-6.

FOR WHAT SHE DID = See note on Revelation 22; 12.

James 2:26

SPIRIT =The Greek " pneuma” (Strongs#G4151) means" spirit,
life principle, breath, mind."

" The vital spirit or life, the principle of liferesiding in man.
The breath breathed by God into man and again returning to God,
the spiritual entity in man (Septuagint: Genesis 2:7; Psalm 104 29;
Ecclesiastes 12:7). Thespirit isthat part that can live independently
of thebody." -- The Complete Word Study Dictionary, New
Testament, Zodhiates, AMG, pp. 1180-1181

FAITH ... DEAD = Genuinefaith alwaysresultsin deeds. Faith
which does not result in deedsis a counterfeit faith.

NOTICE! Useof The Cleveland Bible Commentary is FREE -- however
this Commentary isnot in the public domain. The author retains all
copyrights (C) and ownership of the Cleveland Bible Commentary.
Quotations must include the following credit line: Quoted from the
Cleveland Bible Commentary, by Sydney M. Cleveland, located at:
http://www.ChristianCommunityChurch.us/ClevelandCommentary/

YOUR COMMENTS ARE WELCOME:
Syd@ChristianCommunityChur ch.us

Back to Cleveland Commentary's James M enu Page
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James 3:1
PRESUME = In Paul's day therewerevery few restrictions on
Gospel teachers and virtually anyone who wanted to speak was
given an audience. Christianity now recognizesthat not all who
want to teach have been called by Go or have the spiritual gift of
teaching (see 1 Corinthians 12:28 and Ephesians 4:11-12).

JUDGED MORE STRICTLY = Increased knowledge brings
increased blessing and increased accountability (Luke 12:47, 48).
Theteacher'swork involves passing judgment. At timesthe work
of judging others makesthe teacher critical and harsh. Thusthe
teacher isto be awarethat he himself will bejudged by Christ
(John 5:22; 1 Corinthians 11:32). The strict judgment Jamesrefers
to hereison account of what the teacher says (see succeeding ver ses
for hisdiscussion of the tongue/speech).

James 3.2
PERFECT =The Greek "teleios' (Strongs #55046) means
" complete, mature, perfect." Theinferenceisnot absolute
perfection, but absolute innocence before God. The ability to keep
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one'stongue comes from a new heart created through the work of
the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 10:5; Matthew 12:34; Psalm 51:10).

James 3:3
BITS.. MOUTHS = When we control the horse's mouth we
control the whole animal.

James 3:4
VERY SMALL RUDDER = Whoever controlstherudder controls
the whole ship.

James 3:5
LIKEWISE THE TONGUE =" Likewise" refersback tothe
illustrations James has given in James 3:3-4. In other words, if we
can control a horse by hismouth and a ship by it'srudder, then we
can control a man by histongue.

BOAST S = Either that the tongue makes empty " boasts," or that
the tongue genuinely has a great capacity for good or evil and thus
"boasts' of thegreat thingsit truly can do.

FOREST ... SPARK =The spoken word is capable of tremendous
results, just asa spark iscapable of destroying a great forest.

James 3.6
CORRUPTSTHE WHOLE PERSON = Paul statesthis same
concept in Romans 3:13, 14.

WHOLE COURSE OF HISLIFE = The effects of our speech are
long-lasting. Thingswe say in a moment of anger, or in a moment
of noble endeavor, can have effectsthat last a lifetime.

FIRE = Therearetwo type of fire: thefire of the Holy Spirit (Acts
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2:3) which empowersusfor God's service, or hell fire which
destroys us.

James 3.7
ALL KINDSOF ANIMALS... TAMED = Perhaps Jamesis
referring back to Creation and the dominion God gave man over
the animal kingdom: Genesis 1:28. Just as God gave man the
power to subdue the animal kingdom, so He gives us power to
change our own lives by turning to Him.

James 3.8
NO MAN CAN = No human can effectively change the nature
within him which is evidenced by his speech. We are controlled by
Satan and his power ful forcesto the extent that we are unableto
change on our own.

TAME THE TONGUE = The only way to tamethetongueisto
renew the heart (Matthew 12:34; Ezekiel 11:19-20).

James 3:9
WE PRAISE ... WE CURSE = Here James focuses on the dual
nature of sinful humanity (see Romans 7:18-25 for Paul's struggle
with sin). Only through Jesus Christ in us can we be changed into
consistent, mature Christians.

MADE IN GOD'SLIKENESS = For a detailed discussion, see
Genesis 1:27: Genesis 9:6.

James 3:10
PRAISE AND CURSING = See note on James 3:9.

THISSHOULD NOT BE = Christianity isthereligion of changed
lives. No Christian should be content with only a partial
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sanctification. Theproblem is, Christianstend to believein
sanctification through will power, rather than in sanctification
through the indwelling power of Christ.

James 3:11
FROM THE SAME SPRING? = The obvious answer is" No!"
Thusthe source of behavior must be changed if a Christian isto
live a changed life. Changing the source can only be done through
Jesus Christ, in Histime, and according to His pur pose.

James 3:12
CAN ... NEITHER CAN =We act according to our nature. |f our
heart issinful, our actionswill be sinful. The source of our
sinfulness must be changed by Jesus Christ if our actionsareto be
changed. Just asthe" leopard cannot change hisspots,” soa
Christian cannot change what heis (Jeremiah 13:23).

James 3:13
GOOD LIFE =HereJamesintroducesthe concept that thereare
two kinds of wisdom: earthly (James 3:15) which appearsto be
wise but isunable to change thelife and produce good deeds; and
heavenly (James 3:15) which changesthelife and is evidenced by
good deeds. Thischange comes about by " letting go and letting
God."

James 3:14
DENY THE TRUTH = A falseteacher may purport to teach truth,
but hisown life style deniesthetruth heteaches. The gulf between
intellectual knowledge and life-changing truth isportrayed here. A
false teacher should not deny the truth that hislife does not
correspond to histeaching, and ther efor e should cease to teach, or
begin living the truth through the grace and power of Christ.
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James 3:15
"WISDOM" = Earthly wisdom is" unspiritual, of the devil," and
produces” bitter envy and selfish ambition" (James 3:14).
Heavenly wisdom producesa " good life" (James 3:13). If Jesusis
the" root" of our life, then good workswill bethe" fruit."

" Jamesindicatesthat if weyield to jealousy and selfish
ambition, we may open our selves to being controlled by wisdom
which is'earthly, unspiritual, of the devil."" -- The Bondage
Breaker, Neil T. Anderson, page 176. Also see Luke 13:10-18;
22:31-34; Ephesians 6:10-17; James 3:14-16; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 1
Corinthians 5:1-13; 1 Peter 5:6-9; Acts 5:1-11.

James 3:16
DISORDER ... EVIL = Disorder and confusion does not come from
God (1 Corinthians 14:33). When we observe these results we find
envy and selfish ambition at the core of a person’slife.

James 3:17
WISDOM THAT COMESFROM HEAVEN = Thefear of the
Lord isthe beginning of true wisdom (Psalm 111:10). The Greek
word " anothen" (Strongs#G509) means" above' (see Luke 1:3).

James 3:18
SOW ... RAISE = Thelaw of sowing and reapingisalluded to here
(Galatians 6:7; Matthew 7:20).

IN PEACE =" Those who wish to be physicians ought not to be
executioners' -- John Calvin.

HARVEST OF RIGHTEOUSNESS = Those who sow discord
cannot reap righteousness.

NOTICE! Useof The Cleveland Bible Commentary is FREE -- however
thisCommentary isnot in the public domain. The author retainsall
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James4:1
DESIRESTHAT BATTLE WITHIN YOU = SeeJames 1:13-15; 1
Peter 2:11; 2 Peter 1:4; 2:11.

James 4:2
BECAUSE YOU DO NOT ASK GOD = Human endeavor and
human effort result in failure. True success comes from " asking
God" (Matthew 7:7- 8).

James 4.3
YOU ASK WITH WRONG MOTIVES = Here " wrong motives'
are defined asour own " pleasures." The God who sent Hisonly
Son to diefor our sinstakesa dim view when we squander His
blood on our sinful pleasures. See noteson 1 John 5:14-15.

James 4.4
ENEMY OF GOD = Jesustéllsusin Matthew 12:30 that we only
have two choicesin thislife: Christ or theworld. Those who choose
theworld arefollowing their natural inclinations and are naturally
against God and commit spiritual adultery (Romans8:7-8). The
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solution isto have God's Spirit renewing us (Romans 8:9).

James 4:5
SPIRIT = There aretwo possibilitiesfor interpreting thistext: (1)
Theword " spirit" means our natural inclinations, not the Holy
Spirit. Thusour natural " spirit" isenviousand evil. (2) Theword
" gpirit" can mean the Holy Spirit -- and is so designated by the
context. Thusthere can be no friendship between the Christian and
theworld (James 4:4) because the Holy Spirit intensely envies
(jealoudly guards) our relationship with God.

James 4.6
PROUD = The proud oppose God and rebel against Him, thusHe
opposesthem. Thisquotation comes from Proverbs 3:34. Also see
Proverbs 16:5 and Hosea 13:6.

James 4.7
SUBMIT ... RESIST = Thetwo halvesof spiritual victory are
"submit to God," and "resist thedevil." The process of submitting
to God isdescribed in James4:8-10. The process of resisting the
devil isoutlined in 1 Corinthians 10:13.

James 4:8
WASH YOUR HANDS ... PURIFY = Old Testament priestswere
required to wash before entering the temple (Exodus 30:17-21;
Psalms 24:3-4). In the Christian church thiswashing is not
physical, but spiritual. It isaccomplished through the Word and
the work of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:26; Titus 3:5) and
demonstrated by baptism (Acts 22:16).

DOUBLE-MINDED = Here meanslacking the commitment
required of everyone who follows Christ. Instead thisteacher is
wavering in hisloyalty to Christ and heisdivided in hisinterests
and goals. Thecurefor " double-mindedness’ isto" come near to
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God" in repentance, revival, and refor mation.

James 4.9
MOURN ... WAIL = Themourning Jamesrefersto hereisa
genuine heartfelt sorrow for sin. Thisisthetype of mourning Jesus
promised to blessand comfort: Matthew 5:4. Those who do not
"walil" in repentance of their sinsnow will " wail" at the
punishment for their sinslater: James5: 1.

James 4:10
LIFT YOU UP = The process beginswith our repentance, involves
the reception of a new heart (Ezekiel 11:19-20), and culminatesin
our high position as children of God (John 1:12-13). Thisisquoted
in 1 Peter 5:6.

James4:11
SLANDER = The spreading of false chargeswhich injureone's
reputation.

JUDGES = To bring under question, or assume censorial power
over someone. Thisisnot thejudging that Christiansarerequired
to do within the church (1 Corinthians 5:12, 13; 6:1-3). Instead it is
the kind of judging brought out in Romans 2:1-4.

THE LAW = Thislaw isaLevitical law (L eviticus 19:16) and part
of an entire section dealing with inter personal relationships
(Leviticus 19:11-18). The fact James mentionsthis L evitical law to
Christiansin about 45 A.D. indicates the New Testament church
recognized the non-ceremonial lawswere still binding.

James4:12
ONE LAWGIVER AND JUDGE =" Of all thelawgiversin the
world, God aloneis strong enough to detect, convict and punish all
who disregard or disobey Hisenactments' -- R. Tasker. Also see
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Luke 12:4-5.

James4:13
YOU WHO SAY =SeeProverbs27:1 and Luke 12:16-21.

James4.14
YOU DO NOT EVEN KNOW = In other words, " you aretotally
Ignorant, you are not even a prophet who can foretell the future.
You aresimply a mortal 'mist.'"

James4:15
THE LORD'SWILL =IntheParable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-
21), Jesustaught the importance of surrendering our plansto the
Lord'swill.

James 4:16
ALL SUCH BOASTING ISEVIL =In theprevious verses (James
4:13-15) James has depicted the sinner asboasting in himself and
hisown plans, rather than submitting totheLord. When a
Christian " boastsin the Lord" hisboasting isworthy of praise
(Psalm 34:2; 1 Corinthians 1:31; 2 Corinthians 10:17-18).

James4:17
WHO KNOWS = Sin isa deliberate act involving a conscious,
knowledgeable decision to break God's Law (see John 15:22). A
baby cannot sin in thissense. In context Jamesisreferring tothe
specific sins of slander and boasting he spoke about in James 4:11-
16. See Romans 3:23 and Isaiah 7:16. The specific definition of sin
iIsfound in 1 John 3:4 aswell as 1 John 5:17.

Another category of sin iswhat could be called " ignorant
sin" -- unknowingly breaking one of God'slaws. But even
"ignorant sin" iscounted against usregardless of the fact that we
did not know we broke God's law: Leviticus5:17. Thusno one,
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except Jesus Christ, can claim to have reached moral perfection
and be without sin.

THE GOOD HE OUGHT TO DO ="1If one can do good, he ought
todo good." -- General Wesley Clark.

SINS=The Greek "hamartia" (Strongs#G266) means" sin, an
offense against God which incursguilt." Here"sin" istied
specifically to our innate or acquired knowledge of God'swill for
us, thusisclassified asa deliberatesin or a" sin unto death" (1
John 5:16). However, there are also sinswhich we unknowingly
commit, for which God holds usresponsible, and for which we need
Christ asour Savior (Leviticus5:17).

NOTICE! Useof The Cleveland Bible Commentary is FREE -- however
thisCommentary isnot in the public domain. The author retains all
copyrights (C) and owner ship of the Cleveland Bible Commentary.
Quotations must include the following credit line: Quoted from the
Cleveland Bible Commentary, by Sydney M. Cleveland, located at:
http://www.ChristianCommunityChur ch.us/ClevelandCommentary/
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Svyd@ChristianCommunityChurch.us
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Cleveland Bible Commentary on James Chapter 5

Cleveland Bible Commentary ...

Cleveland Bible
Commentary on

James Chapter 5

James 5:1
WAIL = Those who have not repented of their sins (James 4.9) will
"wall" at the punishment that is coming upon them.

James 5:2
WEALTH ... CLOTHES=In Christ'sday clothing was a form of
wealth (Acts 20:33). Wealth of every typeisdeceitful and temporal
(Matthew 13:22). Wealth, per se, isnot the problem, it isthe
hoar ding of wealth (James 5:3) and what wealth can do to us, that
makesit detrimental.

James 5:3
HOARDED WEALTH = Thereare two ungodly reasons for
hoar ding wealth: (1) to achieve power and statusfor ourselves; (2)
to protect ourselves from the insecurities of the future. Jesus
assures us that the abundance of possessionsis not what lifeisall
about (Luke 12:15).

James 5:4
WAGES = Dishonesty in hiring and labor relations.
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CRIES.. REACHED THE EARS=1f God is concerned about
even the needs of a sparrow (L uke 12:6) we may be certain that He
Is concer ned about the needs of His children. Dishonesty on the
part of either employer or employee will be avenged by God.

James 5:5
FATTENED YOURSELVES= Theentire process of greed and the
hoar ding of wealth is seen as simply fattening oneself for slaughter.
It isthe consumption of resourcessimply for the sake of
consuming. Oneought to visit a cattle feed lot in Nebraska to
thoroughly under stand this comparison

James5:6
CONDEMNED ... MURDERED = Greed unchecked resultsin the

murder of innocent people: 1 Kings 21:1-11.

James 5.7
BE PATIENT = Patienceis possible only aslong asthe believer

submitsto the work of the Holy Spirit, for the fruit of the Spirit is
patience (Galatians 5:22).

THE LORD'SCOMING = See note on James 5:8.

James 5:8
LORD'SCOMING ISNEAR = Inthe context of the previous verse

(James 5:7), James addr esses this statement to his Christian
"brothers" ThelLord'scomingisnear to everyonewho believesin
Christ and livesin the anticipation of that great day. Every aspect
of our livesislived under the sunshine of Christ's second coming,
and in that senseit isalways near, for we all live just one heartbeat
away from eternity.

When Jesus comes He brings Hisreward with Him
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(Revelation 22:12). ThusHiscomingis" near" even for those who
arelost. Thosewho put Christ's coming out of their minds and
consider it to be a far-off event that haslittle relevanceto their own
life do not fear God, do not rg oicein God, and do not long to see
God. Nevertheless, they also live just one heartbeat away from
eternity, and Christ's coming in judgment is also near.
TheLord'scoming (in judgment [verse 9]) was near for the
Jews. James wr ote these wor ds sometime around 50-60 A.D. In 70
A.D. God'sjudgment against the Jews was poured out in the
destruction of Jerusalem (see notes on Matthew chapter 24).

James 5.9
THE JUDGE ISSTANDING AT THE DOOR = The certainty of a
judgment is brought out here, and not a specific time asto when
that judgment will occur. Thusthisisnot a prophecy of Christ's
second coming, but of Hisdaily judgment in our lives. For the Jews
who wer e per secuting Christians, the judgment occurred just 10
year s later when the Romans destroyed the temple, captured
Jerusalem, and deported the Jews.

James 5:10
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD = In the power and authority of
theLord. AsonewhoistheLord'sagent or representative.

Jamesb5:11
FULL OF COMPASSION AND MERCY = See 2 Peter 3:9, 15.

James5:12
DO NOT SWEAR = Greek "omnuo" (Strongs#G3660) means" to
promise with an oath, to take or make an oath." The Christian's
word should be so honorablethat hissmple " yes' isworth far
morethan theworld's severest oath. The Pharisees frequently took
oathsthat avoided using God's name. Because God's nhame was not
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invoked, they felt freeto break their oaths. Thus, in the context of
the previous ver ses, Jamesis not condemning Christiansfor taking
solemn oathsin a court of law. Instead heisaddressing theissue
prevalent in hisday: frivolous or impetuous oathstaken
inappropriately to hide wrong intentions (Isaiah 48:1). Jamesis
not referring to swearing herein the sense of cursing.

James 5:13
TROUBLE = The Greek " kakopatheo" (Strongs#G2553) means
" suffering hardshipsor evil, suffering afflictions."

PRAY = The Greek " proseuchomai” (Strongs#G4336) means" to
pray to God, to offer prayer to God, whether for the obtaining of
good or the averting of evil." SeeJesus wordsin Luke 18:1.

HAPPY = The Greek " euthumeo" (Strongs#G2124) means
" cheerful, happy.”

James 5:14
SICK =The Greek "astheneo" (Strongs#G770) means" diseased,
Impotent, sick, weak."

" There can be no doubt that Jamestaught that thereisa
possibility that sickness may stem from sin. ... He explained that the
prayer of faith will makethe sick member well, and if he has
committed any sinsthey will be foregiven him (verse 15). James
further exhorted the sick to confesstheir sinsto one another. ... The
'if' clause (verse 15) allowsfor the possibility of sickness from
disease, injury, or other innocent causes. James clearly recognized
two cour cesfor sickness; one organic, one non-organic. ... The
possibility of sickness astheresult of sin ought to be discussed. |f
sin isfound in the background of the problem, it must be
confessed." -- Competent to Counsel, Jay E. Adams, pages 105-106.
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HE SHOULD CALL THE ELDERS = Jamestellsusit isnot
enough to pray for oneself in private. Herethe sick person is
specifically instructed to call the" elders’ of the church, not just
any member of the congregation. Thisisnot to say that the elders
wer e all medical doctorsor that they all had the gift of healing.
Rather, asleadersin the local congregation, the elders/clergy are
acting in the spirit and authority of Christ. In 2 Chronicles 16:12-
13 the Bible gives us an example of what happens when we neglect
God's help and only rely on medical physicians. Also see Psalm
30:2.

CHURCH =The Greek " ekklesia" (Strongs#G1577) means

" assembly, church." It isthenormal word for a Christian church.
In James 2:2 the word " synagogue" isused torefer toa Christian
church.

PRAY OVER HIM =The Greek " proseuchomai" (Strongs
#(G4336) means " pray, supplicate earnestly." Pray " over him"
suggeststhe laying on of hands.

ANOINT =The Greek "aleipho" (Strongs#G218) means"to ail, to
rub or smear with oil." (The Greek word " chrio" specifically
means " sacred anointing," but it isnot used here.) Thusthe
anointing in James 5:14 is not a ceremonial anointing. Herethe
word isin the aorist participle which means" that rubbing with oil
was a medical treatment and applied prior to the prayer offered by
the elders of the church” (Zodhiates). Jesusdisciplesfollowed this
same process of anointing with oil and praying for healing (Mark
6:13). In Luke 10:34 theverb used is" epicheo" , meaning " to pour
upon,” and does not involve any rubbing or touching by hand
(Zodhiates).
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OIL =The Greek "€daion" (Strongs#G1637) means " olive il as
used asfuel in ancient lamps." The question is, What isthe
purpose of the oil? Apparently oil hasthreepurposes. (1) Itis
medicinal in that it softensthetissues of a wound and thusrelieves
pain somewhat, and it has some antiseptic/healing properties
(Isaiah 1:6). (2) QOil istheinstrument for a supernatural curein
that it representsthe protecting love of God (Psalm 23:5) and the
presence of the Holy Spirit (1 Samuel 16:13). Notice James does
not say the oil healsthe sick, nor does he say the oil ispurely
medicinal. If theoil itself cured, anyone could administer it and
therewould be no need to call theelders. (3) Oil isan aid to the
sick person'sfaith. Itiseaser to believe when thereisavisibleaid
to faith. However, Jay Adams contributes an additionally valid
insight:

" Olive ail was considered medicinal. In fact, in biblical
times oil was used asthe universal medicine (note Mark 6:13 and
Luke 10:34). ... James contemplated no magic, therefore, when he
mentioned the use of oil. Neither did herefer to the Roman
Catholic sacrament of extreme unction. Asa matter of fact, James
did not write about ceremonial anointing at all. The Greek word
‘anoint' (aleipho), which James used, does not mean ceremonial
anointing. ... Theword 'aleipho’ was used to describe the personal
application of salves, lotions, and perfumes, which usually had an
oil base. ... And so it turnsout that what Jamesrequired by the use
of oil wasthe use of the best medical means of the day. James
simply said to rub oil (often used as a base of mixtures of various
medicinal herbs) on the body, and pray. What James advocated
was the use of consecrated, dedicated medicine. In this passage he
urged the treating of sickness by medical means accompanied by
prayer. Thetwo areto be used together; neither to the exclusion of
theother. Soinstead of teaching faith healing apart from the use of
medicine, the passage teachesjust the opposite. But when medicine
Isused, it must be used in conjunction with prayer. That iswhy
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James said that the prayer of faith makesthe sick well." --
Competent to Counsel, Jay E. Adams, pages 107-108.

IN THE NAME OF THE LORD = The Greek "onoma" (Strongs
#(G3686) means " name, title, character, reputation.” Thisphrase
occurs40timesin the NIV and refersin general to actingin the
power and authority of the Lord as Hisrepresentative or agent.

James 5:15

PRAYER OFFERED IN FAITH = A key ingredient of all Christian
living: Acts 3:16; 14:9; Matthew 13:58; Mark 6:5, 6; L uke 1:20;
Luke5:17. Thefaith of both the" elders' and thesick personis
referred to here. Seenoteon verse 14.

" Suppose you went to your doctor because you had a serious
pain inyour hip. After hearing your complaint, hewritesout a
prescription for apain reliever. After afew days of being on the
medication, the pain goes away. Would you say you're better off
than you wer e before you went on the medication? "Well, the pain
went away,' you say, 'so | suppose |'m better." Maybe. But pain
rarely exists by itself. It isusually an alarm alerting usto an
underlying problem. Medication only shuts off thealarm, it
doesn't fix thething that caused the pain. What if | told you that
the pain came from a cancer growing in your hip? Armed with
that knowledge, your perspective on the situation would probably
change. Now you would probably want to begin an aggressive
program to eradicate the cancer. Oncethe caner was eliminated,
the pain would go away by itself. | discovered that prayer often
worksthe sameway. When wefirst start praying about our
situation, we usually begin by praying about symptoms. We may
start by asking God to fix some of thethingsthat are causing us
pain. ... But these things are not the problem, they are symptoms of
the problem. Sometimes God 'fixes symptoms, but mor e often He
Isinterested in dealing with the issue behind the symptoms. Our
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prayers change direction and gain power when we start asking God
toreveal theissuesthat create the pain our behavior istryingto
anesthetize. We ask Him to search us and know our hearts, and
then to guideuson theroad to eternal life (Psalm 139:23-24). We
ask Him to transform us by renewing our minds (Romans 12:2).
Prayer now serves as a diagnostic tool to uncover the problem. Of
course, the Great Physician already knows what the problem is, He
just wantsto clueusin, but Hewaitsfor ustoask Him first." -- An
Affair of theMind, Laurie Hall, page 138.

WILL MAKE THE SICK ... WELL = Greek "sosa" (3rd person
singular future active indicative) meaning " he/shewill heal." The
purpose of the anointing isrecovery, not preparation for death.
Contrary to this, the Roman Catholic practice of " extreme
unction" anointsin preparation for death.

There aretimeswhen God does not heal our physical disease.
Often we think our lack of healing is God's punishment for our sins
-- and we must always face that fact that sometimes we do suffer
disease asaresult of our intemperate, or evil, lifestyle (Jeremiah
4.18). But sometimes God does not heal in order that we can join
the Brotherhood of the Suffering. It isonly by developing us
through suffering that God isableto fit usfor the glorious work
that He has chosen usfor (Jeremiah 29:11 comparewith Christ's
experiencein Luke 22:42). Thus, in this sense, we can consider
our selves chosen by God, rather than punished by God.

THE LORD = It isnot the prayer as such, but the prayer "in the
name of the Lord (James5:14). Thusit istheLord who heals: 2
Chronicles 16:12, 13. No genuine healing occursapart from the
power of theLord. The"elders' have not been given the power to
heal and cannot cancel the sentence of death pronounced upon the
human race, thusthe will of God rules supreme. For examples of
individualsthe Apostles failed to heal see Philippians 2:25-27
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(Epaphroditus); 2 Timothy 4:20 (Trophimus); 2 Corinthians 12:7-9
(Paul).

WILL RAISE HIM UP ="Raise" isthe Greek word " egeiro" (3rd
person singular future active indicative) meaning to " he/she will
rise up from sleep, will rise up from disease, will rise up from
death." -- "Egeiro" isour word for "resurrection" and the same
word Paul used in Acts 13:30 when he spoke of Jesus' resurrection
from thedead. Thusall physical healing we see now isa foretaste
of the ultimate and perfect healing that will be accomplished in the
resurrection when Jesus comes the second time (1 Thessalonians
4:16, 17).

|IF HE HAS SINNED = A moreliteral translation would be: " Even
If he hassinned, it shall beforgiven." Thuseven if thesicknessis
caused by the person'sown sin, hissin will be forgiven and his
sickness healed.

Scriptures” suggest that some physical problems have
spiritual causes. Chronic pain, the physical symptoms of
depression, psychiatric problems, and a host of other medical
symptoms might qualify. How can you know if sin did it? You
can't. Usually, instead of giving usthe clear cause for a sickness,
the Bible simplifies the problem by saying that those who ar e sick,
whatever the cause, need prayer and encour agement from others.
Furthermore, sicknessisan opportunity to grow in repentance,
faith, and obedience. The only time you have reason to suspect a
connection between sin and sicknessis when repentance and faith
arefollowed by physical healing. Even then, however, there may
have been other reasonsfor the alleviation of the symptoms." --
Blameit on the Brain, Edward T. Welch, p. 60

" The psycho- or spiritual-somatic connection isnot an
unbending rule. Our sinsdo not always lead to physical disability,
and our faithfulness does not alwayslead to health. Instead, God is
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graciousto sinners, protecting them from the physical
consequencesthat their sinsdeserve. And Heisgraciousto those
who ar e obedient and faithful, allowing them to experience physical
problems as away to keep them from getting too settled in any
place other than heaven." -- Blameit on the Brain, Edward T.
Welch, p. 60.

HE WILL BE FORGIVEN = Miracles of healing are a continuing
evidence of Christ's power to forgive sin. Some healings occur
when for givenessis accepted, because the disease was caused by sin
(Isaiah 53:4, 5; John 5:14). Just asforgivenessisnot delayed until
Christ's second coming, so the implication isthat both physical and
spiritual healing areto be expected at the time when the prayer is
offered. Implied hereisthe necessity of confessing and repenting of
sin, addressed in James 5:16.

James 5:16
CONFESS = The Greek " exomologeisthay" (2d person plural
present middle imper ative) (Strongs #G1843) means " you-all must
habitually confess, admit, acknowledge" your sinsand inter cede
for one another. Thisisthe opposite of denying or concealing our
faults: Psalm 32:3-5; Proverbs 28:13; Acts19:18-20. Theeldersare
called to anoint and pray, they are not called to hear the sick
person's confession. If Christians habitually confesstheir
sing/faultsto one another there will be no need for death-bed
confessions!

"When Jamesreferred to confessing sickness-causing sin, he
meant primarily confession to God. But he spoke also of confessing
sins'to oneanother.! Thesick person isdirected to reveal and
confess hissinsto the parties against whom he has sinned.

Whether he should confessto the eldersaswell is problematical." --
Competent to Counsel, Jay E. Adams, p. 106
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YOUR ="Your" indicatesyour personal sinsrather than some
other person'ssins. We areto confessour own sins, we are not to
confess another person'ssins.

SINSTO EACH OTHER = Herethe Greek " hamartia" (Strongs
#(5266) means" sins' and appears as such in the most ancient
manuscripts. However, later manuscripts-- including those used
by the KJV -- usethe Greek " paraptoma” (Strongs #G3900) which
means " a false step, a blunder, an unintentional sin, a fault of
weakness, mistakes, lapses, errors.” It isnot willful sin or
rebellious disobedience. Consider the following:

"It isclear that the makersof the KJV regarded the Greek
word 'paraptoma,’ which they are heretrandating, as having in
some contextsin the New Testament a less seriousimplication than
theword "hamartia,' the other reading in this passage usually
trandated 'sin.'" -- Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, The
General Epistle of James, p. 134

" (To each other) does not mean that Christiansareto
indulge in indiscriminate public or even private confessions. And
certainly the passage has nothing to do with secret confessionsto a
priest. Believersareto confesstheir faults only that they may pray
for each other." -- Wycliffe Bible Commentary, p. 1439

" To be effective, confession of sin hasto be made to men,
and especially to the person wronged, aswell asto God. In avery
real senseit iseasier to confesssinsto God than to confessthem to
men; and yet in sin therearetwo barriersto beremoved -- the
barrier it setsup between usand God, and the barrier it setsup
between us and our fellow-men. If both these barriersareto be
removed, both kinds of confession must be made." -- The Daily
Study Bible Series, The Letters of Jams and Peter, by William
Barclay, p. 131

PRAY = See Romans 8:26-27.
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MAY BE HEALED = The Greek "iathaytay" (2d person plural 1st
aorist passive subjunctive) (Strongs #G2390) means " you-all might
be healed." The subjunctive mood contrastsreal action with
potential action. For example, the indicative mood can be expr essed
as. thechild runs. Thisexpresses action which isreally taking
place. The subjunctive mood would be: if the child runs he will not
be harmed. Heretheactionsisnot really taking place, but it is
action which may potentially take place. ThusJamesisliterally
saying: " pray for each other so that you have will havethe
potential to be healed." The Greek makesit a possible healing
rather than a guaranteed healing.

The prayer for healing covers many things. physical,
spiritual, and mental. We must not overlook that healing the sick
through prayer and miraclesis part of the commission Jesus gave
His church (see Matthew 10:8; Luke 9:2, 6; 10:9; Acts 4:30-31, 8:6-
7; 9:34; 14:9-10; 28:8; 1 Corinthians 12:9.). We must also notice
that thereisno prohibition of going to medical doctorsfor help,
and we must remember that L uke (who wrote the books of Luke
and Acts) was a medical doctor (Colossians 4:14).

RIGHTEOUS MAN = None of usisrighteous -- only Jesusis
righteous: Romans 5:19; John 14:13, 14. Christ has prayed for us:
John 17:9. But we are Christ's agents and ambassador s at the side
of the sick, and therefore Christ'srighteousnessisimputed to us as
we pray for thesick: Matthew 10:41; Romans 3:22, 23. An
example of thisprayer of righteous peoplein behalf of othersis
found in Acts 12:5-15. Noticethat they prayed even though their
faith was too weak to believe God would actually accomplish
Peter'srelease. The concept of whoisa" righteousman" is
illustrated in James 5:17-18.

A "righteous' man doesnot cherish sin in heart (see notes
on Psalm 66:18 and L uke 6:42).
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|SPOWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE =" The effect produced in the
praying person bringing him into line with the will of God. It isthe
pray-er who changesrather than the prayer. Praying"in the will
of God" meansbeing conformed to the will of God aswe pray" --
What Happens When Women Pray, Evelyn Christenson, page 65.
Also see 1 John 5:14-15.

James 5:17
ELIJAH ... AMAN JUST LIKE US= Elijah had the same
weak nesses, disappointments and personal failureswe have: 1
Kings 19:4. He was not heard because of his personal
righteousness, but because of his" earnest" prayersto therighteous
God.

James 5:18
AGAIN HE PRAYED = See 1Kings 17:1; 18:41-46. In context, the
Issue hereisthat God answers prayers.

James 5:19
WANDER =The Greek " planao" (Strongs#G4105) means" to
wander, to beled astray, to be mislead, to be deceived, to be
seduced."

James 5:20
COVER OVER ... SINS = See Psalm 32:1, 2 and Psalms 85:2. Does
not mean the sinner'ssin is swept under therug, but that it isdealt
with in a Christ-like manner, forgiven, and removed. See Ezeki€l
33:6-16 for how this affectsthe one who attemptsto " turn a sinner
from theerror of hisway."

SAVE HIM FROM DEATH = Thisdeath isthe second death which
Isreserved for unrepentant sinners. Revelation 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8.
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